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TV Forces School Changes 


Cleveland, May 30. 


Television proved to be the forcing issue that caused the prin- 


cipal of a suburban high schoo! 
school’s study pattern. 
Wayne C. Blough, principal of Shaw 


said beginning next fall 
about 30 minutes, and 
one to eight; the new 
This, to permit pupils to 
properly because of television 


iand, 
by 


t 


the 
the number 
period to be devoted 
realize 


o alter the entire format of the 
High School in East Cleve- 
school day will be lengthened 
of periods increased by 
primarily for study. 


homework they no longer do 


watching. 


Blough indicated the change had been contemplated for some 


time, 
new program into operation. 
were not studying at home. 


Meanwhile, the Cleveland Board of 


is considering putting a study 
students a chance to do 

In another suburb, 
at Roosevelt Junior 
sion sets in their homes, 
video than doing homework. 


Cleveland 





High showed that 


but that television proved to be the clincher in putting the 
He said it was evident some pupils 


homework. 


Education indicated it, too, 
period into its school day to give 
Heights, a survey of 816 pupils 


more than 52° had televi- 


and that more time was spent watching 








Broadway Plagued by Shortage 
Of Good Comedy Legit Scripts 


\ notable aspect of the Broad- + 


has been the lack of 
scripts. Although 
practically all managements have 
been looking for a straight laugh 
show, the last such play te click on 
Broadway was “Born Yesterday” 
in the 1945-46 season. The last 
one before that was “Harvey,” the 
previous season. ‘Mister Roberts,” 
while strongly comic, is basically a 
serious play. 

There’s no clear explanation for 
the dearth of good straight come- 
dies in recent years. Plenty of 
authors have tried to write them 
and several script attempts have 
been presented on Broadway in 
the last several seasons. During 
the 1949-50 season, for example, 
Max Gordon (who presented “Born 
Yesterday’) tried with “Metropole” 
While Brock Pemberton (producer 
ot “Harvey’) attempted to repeat 
with “Love Me Long” and “Mr. 
Barry’s Etchings.” All three were 
fast flops. 

Although 
“Happy 
dies, 
while 


Way season 


good comedy 


“Cocktail Party’ «and 
Time” are billed as come- 
both have serious overtones, 

“Clutterbuck” and “Yes, 
4 3: famvannotcin on page 50) 


Murder Trial In 
KSTP Telecast 


Minneapolis, May 30 
the first time in Minnesota 
history, an actual courtroom scene 
Was televised during a murder 





For 


trial. KSTP-TV turned the trick, 
4 cording part of the testimony of 
Rubin Shetsky, former local night 
Club manager, charged with the 
“ ‘ling of a prominent union 
'ganizer. 


Because some local night life and 
Political personalities were in- 
volved in the fracas that preceded 
the fatal shooting by Shetsky in 
his club, there was great interest 
here in the trial which was held 


(Continued on page 55) - 
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Book Band at London Bout 


London, May 30. 
Boxing promoter Jack Solomons 


thas signed a dance orch complete 


with singers to give an hour’s show 
at the White City Arena before the 
Woodcock - Savold heavyweight 


fight next Tuesday (6). 

This is an innovation at a big 
fight. Joe Loss’ orch is the outfit 
signed for stint. 


British Vaudeo 
In Bold Grab For 


American Acts 


London, May 30. 

British TV is making a bold grab 
at all available American acts, 
either playing or visiting London. 
In recent weeks, a string of Broad- 
way and Hollywood names_ have 
been collared for the London 
video service. 

BBC talent scouts, 
the lookout for fresh faces and with 
a succession of vacant vaudeo 
dates, are only too eager to beckon 
overseas visitors. 


constantly on 


number of vaude 
which have grown 
two regulars of a 
vear back to halt a dozen spots, has 
resulted in a major problem for 
bookers. Acts playing the princi- 
pal vaude circuits are normally not 
available and consequently a large 
slice of the playing time is given 
over to Continental and _ transat- 
lantie artists 
Although the BBC 
many prominent names, its biggest 
scoop of the season was the 30- 
minute solo program with Hilde- 
garde, who made her video debut 


(Continued on page 55) 
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B'WAY BIZ HELD N. Y.’s Mayor O'Dwyer Plenty Hot 
At Unsympathetic Gotham Film 


UP, AUAD OMG 


the decline 
tion this season, the 
business on Broadway.has_ been 
only a shade below that for 1948- 
49. In the number of weeks played 
by all shows, too, 1949-50 hasn’t 
been too far below last season. On 
the road, however, this season has 
been far behind last, both in total 
grosses and number of playing 
weeks. The season’s total gross 
for both Broadway and the road 
was $49,169,200. 

On Broadway the gross for 
season reached $28,614,500, 
pared ‘to the 1948-49 total of $28,- 
840,700 The number of weeks 
played by all shows during the 
season came io 1,156, as against 
1,231 last season. As always, the 
biggest grossing week oft the sea- 
son was Christmas-New Year, when 
the take for 26 shows totalled $810.- 
500. That was below the previous 
seasons peak of $874,500 for 34 
shows, but better than the 1947-48 
top of $777,500 for 29 shows 

Highest-grossing show on Broad- 
way during the season was, 
course, “South Pacific,” which reg- 
topped $50,600 (it hit $54.- 
000 tor the Christmas-New 
week, when 
ance at premium prices, but 
dark the pre-Easter week) 
season's total of $2,584,000. Other 
major grossers were “Kiss Me, 
Kate” (about $2,410,000), ““Where’s 
Charley?” ($1,820,000), “Mister 
Roberts” (about $1,675,000). “Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes” ‘$1,178,500 
in 25 weeks), “Death of a Sales- 
man” ($1,150,000) and “Detective 
Story” ($1,015,000). 

On the road the 
the season came to only $20,554,- 
700, compared to $23,657,900 for 
1948-49. There was a correspond- 
ing drop in the total number of 
weeks played by all shows on the 
road during the season. The figure 
for 1949-50 was a mere 1,017, com- 
pared to 1,152 in 1948-49. Top 
week on the road this season was 
that ending last Jan. 28, when 31 
shows grossed $653,300. while the 
peak for the previous season was 

(Continued on page 49) 
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total gross for 


Berle Upped To 
11446 for 1920-51 


Berle returns in 
he’s due for 


hike, with the 


When Milton 
the fall for Texaco, 
a $1,500 weekly pay 
Tuesday night “Star Theatre” con- 
tinuing on a weekly basis, although 
3Zuick would like to move in on an 
alternate-week schedule. 

This season Berle has been get- 
ting $10,000 plus a $1,000 writing 
budget. His $1,500 hike wili bring 
the show's talent - production - 
time overall budget to approxi- 
mately $45,000 a week. 

Berle bows off after tw@ more 
weeks, with a Dean Martin-Jerry 


‘Lewis reprise for the season’s wind- 
‘up. Show lays off for 13 weeks. 


of | 


| 
Year | 
there was one perform- | 





Yanks Mob Europe 


Washington, May 30. 
The big postwar waves of for- 
eign-traveling Americans are noth- 


ing compared with the mob vaca- 
tioning in foreign parts this year, 
according to the State Department. 

The Department estimates 315,- 
000 will have left the country for 
vacation and business during 1950. 


That compares with the previous 
high of 268,863, who traveled out 
of the country last year. State De- 


partment encourages foreign travel 
as a painless way to get American 
dollars into dollar-strapped foreign 
countries. Most of the tourism, of 
course, is in Europe. 


45? Pic Houses 
Forced to Shut 
In Past 6 Mos. 


May 
months. 


30. 

482 
have shut down per- 
the 32 film dis- 
Council of Mo 
Picture Organizations 


Washington, 
the 
theatres 


Within 
film 


past six 


manently in 25 of 
tribution territories, 
has an- 
20% 


tion 
nounced. Indication is that the 
admissions tax has been an impor- 
exhibitors 


of 


tant factor in squeezing 


out of business in all the 


nation. 


parts 


Information was released’ by 
Abram F. Myers, chairman of the 
COMPO taxation and legislation 
committee. Returns are not yet in 
from the remaining exchange cen- 


tres, and will be announced ‘later 
on, said Myers. He urged that 
members of the film industry use 
the facts in emphasizing to their 


congressmen the need for compiete 
repeal of the admissions tax. 


Socked and rocked the hardest, 
according to the survey, was the 
Philadelphia exchange area, where 


houses shuttered 
Hit almost as hard 


no fewer than 71 


in the half-year. 


was the Dallas district. where 63 
folded. New York came off almost 
scott-free. with only five closings 


during the six menths 


The other districts and the num- 


ber of their closings: Albany, 10; 
Atlanta. 48: Boston, 27; Buffalo, 7; 
Charlotte. 5: Chicago, 21; Cincin 
nati. 38: Cleveland, 9; Denver. 
none: Des Moines, 5: Detroit, 37; 
Indianapolis, 3: Jacksonville-Tam 
pa, 14; Los Angeles, 28; Milwau- 
kee, 8; Minneapolis, 22; New 
Haven. 1: New Orleans, 18; Omaha, 
8: Pittsburgh, 13; San Francisco, 


14, and Seattle, 7. 

Not yet reported are the follow- 
ing exchange areas: Memphis, St. 
Louis, Kansas City, Salt Lake City, 
Oklahoma City, Portland, Oregon, 
,;and Washington, D. C. 


New 
"9 Dwyer 


York’s Mayor William 
is plunged into contro- 
versy with Universal Pictures over 
“Sleeping City,” film recently shot 
by the company in and around the 
municipally-operated Bellevue hos- 


pital, N. Y., with the city’s permis- 
sion. O’Dwyer hit the ceiling last 
week, apparently after seeing the 
film, and dispatched a hot sum- 
mons for all company prexies to 
attend an emergency session at 
Gracie Mansion, the city’s “white 
house.” 

Reportedly, hizzoner presented 
U's prexy, Nate Blumberg, with a 
demand that a number of cuts be 


made in the film. His ire was part- 
ly aroused by the fact that the pic 
includes in its story’ incidents 
showing cops and nurses stealing 
dope from the hospital shelves to 
peddle elsewhere. 

Adding to the mayor's burn was 
the charge that U had broken an 
agreement to make no mention of 
Bellevue in its publicity. Film 
itself does not identify the hos- 
pital, but a two-page spread which 
ran in the N. Y. Sunday Mirror 
did so. U, for its part, is said to 
claim that the Mirror’s naraing of 
the institute was accidental and 
unplanned by the film company. 


Among those’ attending the 
Gracie Mansion session, besides 
Blumberg, were Jack Cohn, Co- 


lumbia’s exec veepee, and Nicholas 
M. Schenck. Metro’s prexy. It b&b 
suid that Schenck, who is close to 
the mayor and an unofficial spokes- 
man for the industry, has been 
trving to intercede and pacify both 

teportedly, hizzoner heat- 
advised film reps that the city 


sides 
edly 


would not cooperate any longer 
with Hollywood troupes if U did 
not tone down its film. 


All film seripts are submitted to 


the mayor or his officials as a pre- 
liminary to permitting cameras to 
go on public property and shoot 
backgrounds or incidents in that 
domain. U's script apparently won 
an official okay. However, one of 
the mavyor’s gripes was based on 
(Continued on page 55) 


TV Now Blamed 
For Eatery Slump 


Mav 30 





Chicago. 
Television is being the whipping 
for still another business suf- 
fer! a downturn. Latest industry 
pointing to video as the cause of 
an economic tailspin is the restau- 


Dos 


neg 


rant business. 

TV is being biamed for helping 
to push eatery income down 7% 
last vear The accusation was made 
Dy Andrew J. Crotty. National Res- 
taurant Assn. prexy, in a speech 
here at the National Restaurant 
Show last week. Supper and din- 


ner trade has been especially hard- 

hit because TV is keeping people 

home, Crotty declared. In the Los 
(Continued on page 55) 
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$?908.147,000 Amusement Biz For 
48 Doubles Figure of Decade Ago 


: Washington, May 30. 

U. S. amusement biz for 1948 
was a huge $2,208,147,000, accord- 
ing to figures just released on the 
National Business Census for that 
year. This more than doubled the 
$998,079,000 for 1939, the last pre- 
vious oceasion on which the Cen- 
sus Bureau had taken the nation’s 
business pulse. 

Census figures include retail 
wholesale and service businesses, 
except for the very smallest opera- 
tions, but not manufacturing. Thus, 
both exhibition and distribution of 


films are included. However, the 
survey did not cover radio and 
television broadcasting, an Impor- 
tant entertainment factor. Other- 
wise, amusements range the field 
from race tracks and opera to 
sports, circuses, and just about 


everything else. During the sum- 
mer, the Census Bureau expects to 
issue figures in greater detail; these 
would break down amusements 
into the various categories, show- 
ing the business done by each. 

Census Bureau also let go most 
of the state and local returns in 
the business census. These show 
that New York City led the nation 
by a wide margin in 1948 in the 
volume of receipts taken in by its 
amusements. Total reported was 
$282 000,000. 


Los Angeles amusements did 
$59,337,000 business in 1948; and 
Los Angeles county as a whole 


grossed $124,800,000 in the amuse- 
ment field. Cook county, IIl., did 
$120,.700,000, of which $95,922,000 
was credited to Chicago, with the 
rest going to the suburban towns. 

Philadelphia’s amusement  busi- 
ness came to $37,800,000, and Dade 
county, Fla. (mostly Miami and 
Miami Beach) did $20,800,000. In 
addition, the hotels and _ tourist 
camps there grossed close to $50.- 
000,000 for the year. 


POSSEN ‘BEST DIRECTOR’ 
FOR ‘ALL KING’S MEN’ 


Hollywood, May 30 
Directors Guild kudosed 
Rossen as “best director of 
for “‘All the King’s Men.” 
in vote at annual SDG dinner at 
the Beverly Hills hotel. Aired bs 
NBC and chairmanned by George 
Jessel, selection was the result of 
2 floor vote. 

Candidates included other 
winners of quarterly awards, Mark 
Robson for “Champion,” Al Werk- 
er for “Lost Boundaries” and Carol 
Reed for “Third Man.” Plaque was 
xwarded by Joe Mankiewicz, who 
won last year for “Letter to Three 
Wives.” 





Screen 
Robert 


th2 year” 





Fredric Marches Eyeing 
Legit Scripts for Fall 


The Fredric Marches (Florence 
Eldridge) turned down nu- 
merous summer theatre engage- 
ments and will concentrate 
summer on reading legit scripts for 
next season at their Connecticul 
farm. 

March returned a week ago from 
the Coast, where he did a major 
stint for Metro’s “Big Country,” 
one of the company’s top films for 
next season. While on the Coast 
March also did a radio show, on 
tape, for the Screen Directors 
Guild, “A Star Is Born,” in which 
Ruth Roman has the femme lead 
Airer is programmed for June 16. 


have 


this 
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three 
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Parks, Betty Garrett Ia 
Sock Bow at Palladium 


London, May 30. 
Filmsters Larry Parks and Betty 
Garrett (Mrs. Parks) drew one of 


the biggest ovations of the season 


at their first Palladium show here 
Monday (29). However, audience 
became restive when during the 
first 30 minutes of their act, they 
came up with only two songs A 
number ef tunes at the close of 


their act put them back on top and 
duo came off with a sock reception. 
Other U. S. acts on the bill 
clicked heavily. Merry Macs, Vic 
Hyde and Don Cummings drew ex- 
cellent mittings for their work. 


Parks and Miss Garrett did sev- 


eral vaude dates together in the 
States last season. This is their 
first London stand as a team. 


Adler-Draper Say. 
Mistrial Verdict 
Vindicates Them 


Hartford, May 30. 
Although their $200,000 libe] suif 
against Mrs. Hester B. McCullough 
of Greenwich ended in a mistrial 
Saturday afternoon (20), harmoni- 
ca player Larry Adler and dancer 
Paul Draper announced the verdict 

as a “vindication of our loyalty.” 
Mrs. McCullough, through her 
attorneys, announced the decision 
as a “‘disappointment” to her. The 
suit was brought against the house- 
wife as a result of statements made 
by her prior to a concert by the 
entertainers at Greenwich in Jan- 





uarv, 1949. At the time and in sub- 
sequent statements she charged 
the entertainers with supporting 


Communist-front organizations. 
The mistrial was declared by 
Judge J. Joseph Smith 
when the jury of eight women and 
four men failed to agree on a ver- 
dict after deliberating 11 hours. 
Counsei of both parties to the suit 
retused to say whether they will 
reopen the case. The trial ended on 


its 21st day. 
In bringing the suit, the enter- 
tainers claimed that their reputa- 


tions and earning ability were con- 
siderably hurt by Mrs. MeCul- 
lough’s statements, 


Hoot Gibson Into TY 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Latest film cowpoke to enter 
video on an active basis ‘s Hoot 
Gibson, who has formed F% ot Gib- 
son Productions, Ine., in associa- 
with Victor S. Fox, prexy of 
Central Color Press of Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., and Fox Feature Syn- 
of N. Y. Fox will finance 
program of 100 28-minute telepix. 

Pix will be known as “Hoot Owl 
Ranch.” Gibson will star in and 
direct series, which will be made at 
the rate of three weekly. Pix will 
be straight westerns with lensing 
due to start June 15. 
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WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 
Palace, New York 

June 1. 


Represented by 
_ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


opening at the 


Thursday 








Red Skelton Wants 
New MGM Contract 
With OK for Video 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Red Skelton is seeking a new 
Metro deal which would give him 
permission to appear in television. 
His current contract, with a tabu 


on TV, still has about two years to 
run. 

Only a few stars with studio con- 
tracts are permitted to work in 
video. Among them are Bob Hope, 
Bing Crosby, Milton Berle and 
Doris Day. Abbott and Costello, 
under their new pact with UI, may 


the TV field in 1951. 


MARCH TAX COLLECTION 
SHOWS AMUS. SPURT 


May 30. 


enter 





Washington, 


Show biz perked up in March a 
little above what it was during 
March of 1949, on the basis of ad- 


tax figures released last 
week by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue. The 20° tax collections 
during April. which generally re- 
flect March at the b.o., amounted to 
$27 ,394.996, compared with $26.- 
307.280 for the same period of the 
preceding year. About 75° of the 
total is estimated to come from mo- 


missions 


tion picture theatres. 

However, the normal seasonal 
decline was sharply in evidence. 
The April tax collection was _ be- 


hind the March collections ‘reflect- 
ing February biz) of $32,910,332. 

The bright spot in general admis- 
sions was not shown in the nitery 
field. Tax collection of $3,290,257 
was nearly $300,000 short of the 
figure for the same month in 1949 
and even more behind the preced- 
ing month of this year. 

Third Internal Revenue District 


of New York, which includes 
Broadway, reported a monthly tax 
of $5,130,491. That was good but 


behind the terrific $8,180,000 of the 


previous month. The 20° bite on 
Manhattan’s night spots brought 
Uncle Sam $375,616. This fell 


short of the previous month’s $532.,- 
2a a4 
225. 


Trenet Must Submit 
To Quiz in Suit Vs. EL 


Charles Trenet, French nitery 
singer, must Submit to an exam- 
ination before trial on question of 
moral turpitude in his breach-of- 
contract action against Eagle Lion. 
New York appellate division this 
week upheld the pre-trial morals 
quiz with Some _ modifications. 
Trenet claims EL breached a 
single-pic pact. 

Court decision holds that the 
singer can be questioned on the 
alleged fact that he was detained 
by the U. S. immigration authori- 
ties. He must also answer ques- 
tions on charges that adverse pub- 
licity in newspapers forced EL to 
drop the picture after pre-lensing 
preparations. 


4006 Col Ranch Fire 


Hollywood, May 390. 
Fire, accompanied by explosions, 
destroyed property worth about 
$400,000 on the Columbia Pictures 
ranch near Burbank. 








Among the casualties were sev- 
eral street sets, a lumber mill, 
zenerator house, paint shop, stu- 
dio cafeteria and the huge water 
set recently used in “Cargo to 


Capetown.” 


Today s Stars on TV A-Plenty, 


In Yesterday Best-forgotten Pix 





Savoy Pacts Hildegarde; 
Singer Sock on BBC TY 


London, May 30. 

Sosenko, Hildegarde’s 
has closed deal for the 
at the Savoy hotel 
June 12 for three weeks. Deal 
with Carroll Gibbons, recently 
appointed booker, and for many 
vears bandleader at the Savoy, 
includes a three-room suite, two 
rooms for the singer’s pianist and 
secretary, and food for the entire 
entourage. 

Appearance of chanteuse on tele- 
vision last week (23) for the British 
Broadcasting Corp. was sock. Show 


Anna 
manager, 
star to open 


was unrehearsed and entirely ad 
lib. Studio at Alexandra Palace 
was designed to resemble N. Y.’'s 
Persian Room, with champagne 
bottles on tables for the film and 
stage personalities who were 
guests. The BBC extended the 
original 30 minutes to 40. 

It was a traditional Hildegarde 
show. A few introductory remarks 


to viewers and straight on with the 
act, opening appropriately with “I 
Feel a Song Coming On.” 

Act, which included some 
dozen numbers, with “I Love 
in Any Language” as one of the 
highspots, was effectively broken 
by introduction of some of the per- 
sonalities present, who were pre- 
sented with the traditional rose 
that she gives to patrons. 

Viewer reaction was pretty solid. 
There was some disappointment 
that the star wasn't seen often 
enough in full closeup, but there 
was a unanimity of opinion about 
the quany of her performance. 


Lawson, Trumbo 
See Final Curtain 


On Wash. Appeal 


Washington, May 30. 

Supreme Court dropped the final 
curtain on the Hollywood “Un- 
friendly 10” contempt-of-Congress 
case yesterday (29) by refusing for 
a second time to hear appeals from 
the conviction of John Howard 
Lawson and Dalton Trumbo. 

The High Court refused a re- 
view on April 10, and the two 
screen writers thereupon asked the 
tribunal to reconsider. Yesterday's 
action ends the struggle. and 
shortly the pair will probably be- 
gin to serve their sentences. Each 
faces up to $1,000 fine and a year's 
imprisonment. 

The other eight defendants 
not stand = trial. Instead, they 
Stipulated that they would accept 
the rulings in the Lawson-Trumbo 
appeals. They are Adrian Scott, 
Herbert Biberman, Edward Dmy- 
trvk, Albert Maltz, Alvah Bessie, 
Samuel Ornitz, Lester Cole and 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 

The trial court here is expected 
to impose sentence within a few 
days. 

At the Hollywood Red hearings 
of the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee, in October, 1947, 
the 10 refused to tell whether they 
were, or ever had been, members 
of the Communist party. There- 


half- 
You 





did 


upon, the House cited them for 
contempt. 

Nation-wide drive for pardons 
for “Unfriendly 10” will be 
launched shortly by Council of 
Arts, Sciences and Professions in 


a last-ditch battle. Every recourse 
to court action has been exhausted 
in cases of Lawson and Trumbo 
but it’s possible appeals to Su- 
preme Court will be made tor the 
other eight before the national 
campaign for a Presidential pardon 
is undertaken 





Douglas Draws ‘Ace’ 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Next job for Kirk Douglas is 
male lead in “‘Ace in the Hole” at 
Paramount, where his last appear- 
ance was in Hal Wallis’ “The 
Strange Love of Martha Ivers.” Jan 
Sterling plays the femme lead. 

“Ace” will be Billy Wilder's 


first solo assignment as producer- | 


director on the Paramount lot. 


, Spotted as male lead. 


By NEAL GRAHAM 
Hollywood, May 30. 

Scores of the top Hollywood stare 
are squawking these days because 
they are having to compete with 
younger versions of themselves on 
television. But there’s 
they can do about it. Any indie 
film made before the Petrillo 
soundtrack contract in 1946 is more 
than likely to wind up soon on 
video screens. And since most of 
today’s names, banned from tele- 
vision appearances by studio con- 
tracts, started with one of the 
smaller lots around town, there sre 
scores of films now available for 
video that are not necessarily 
works of art, but are filled with 
star-power galore. 

Rita Hayworth, Mickey 


nothing 


Rooney, 


Doris Day, Claudette Colbe rt, 
James Cagney, Jack Benny. Alan 
Ladd, Barbara Stanwyck, Dennis 


Morgan, 
Bogart, 


James Stewart, Humphre y 


Fred Astaire, Paulette God- 
dard, Ginger Rogers—the list is 
practically endless. These are now 
the “regulars” on TV. And the 
cast-list is just beginning. 

Using one lot—Warners—as 


case in point, it’s found that nuite 
a healthy share of the studio's con 
tractees can be seen quite regular- 
lv on TV. Doris Day has a 194] 
PRC effort, “Mr. Celebrity.” mak- 
ing the rounds; Dennis Morgan. a 


1936 release tagged “I Cover the 
Sea.” With Humphrey Bogart. it’s 
an oldie known as “Midnight.” and 


Virginia Mayo’s appearance is in 
a 1943 UA release, “Adventures of 
Jack London”; for James Cagney 


a 1934 Monogramer, “Flirting With 
Danger”; Ginger Rogers, who has 
done her last two chores for the 
Burbank lot, has to contend with 
“A Shriek in the Night.” a 1933 
quickie. yertrude Lawrence, star 


of studio’s soon-to-be-released 
biggie, “The Glass Menagerie.” 
can be seen immediately in “No 
Funny Business,” an English com- 
edy lensed in 1934 with Laurence 
Olivier as team-mate. John 
Wayne, who'll swing to the _ lot 
later this year for a commitment, 


has five oldies in the 1934-38 pe- 
riod being shown. 


Plenty of Indies 

Films made independently. 
released through either UA or one 
of the majors, account for the 
largest share of the star-power. 
“Second Chorus,” Fred Astaire- 
Paulette Goddard teamer released 
by Paramount in 1940, can be seen 
quite regularly these days, 4s can 
another Goddard starrer, “Pot O’ 
Gold,” in which James Stewart is 
Linda Dar- 
nell, a 20th - Fox contractee, 
starred in a couple of indie films 
during the war years—“City With- 
out Men,” released by Columbia, 
and “It Happened Tomorrow.” re- 
leased through UA—both of which 
are now TV fodder. Latter, in- 
cidentally, has Dick Powell as 
male lead. Pair of 20th - Foxers, 
Victor Mature and Gene Tierney, 
have their 1941 UA release. “The 
Shanghai Gesture,” to remind 
them of the earlier days. 

Par’s Alan Ladd can be seen in 
several he made before signing 
with the Marathon lot, among them 


but 


PRC’s “Gangs, Ine.” and Hal 
Roach’s “Captain Caution.” Lat- 
ter toplines Brian Aherne.  Ed- 
ward G. Robinson is in with a 
pair, “Journey Together” ‘UA-'33) 
and “Thunder in the City” ‘Co- 


(Continued on page 55) 


METRO FILM, REVUE 
MULLED BY BERLIN 


Irving Berlin, now that he has 
completed the score for his next 





Broadway musical, “Call Me 
Madam,” is mulling a film for 
Metro, the score for George Ab- 


bott’s upcoming musicomedy based 
on Betty Smith’s “Tree Grows in 


| Brooklyn” and an original revue. 
Berlin flies to Paris today ‘W ed.) 
to open a French office for his 


music publishing house. 

Metro picture would be titled 
“Come On Along” (from the lyrics 
of his ‘“Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band”) and would comprise 4 
number of Berlin’s .ld standards 
Songwriter is also considering 4 
Broadway revue which would be 
based on his “past, present and 
future,” presenting his past tune 
hits. present ones and néw sores 
already written but not yet pub- 
lished. ‘Madam,” incidentally. is 
slated to go into rehearsal Aug. 15. 
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Active Fronts Pushing Negotiations MOST AMBIT] 


To Buy 60%, Control in United Artists 


rhree-man committee set up by 
‘he United Artists board to sell 
g0¢> control in the company to oul- 
side purchasers is pushing negotia- 
tions on at least three active fronts. 
1e promising bid comes from an 
| svndicate formed in Texas and 
repped by Hollywood producers, 
who originally hail from the Lone 
Star state’s oilfield interests. An 
undisclosed eastern syndicate is 
aiso dickering for the 12,000 shares 

UA stock, and so is the Harry 
Popkin group on the Coast. 


f) 


While Grad Sears, UA prez; 
Arthur W. Kelly, exec veepee, and 
Vitalis L. Chalif, board member, 


remain tightlipped on the dicker- 
ing. it is understood that the oil 
svndicate is sending negotiators to 
New York to continue talks started 
in the Coast. The Popkin proffer 
has received the most publicity, 
but insiders say that both the east- 
‘cnand southwestern proposals ap- 
more promising. 

Announcement of the UA 
to bring in new controlling 
ests has aroused widespread activ- 
itv by financial groups. So far no 
exhib syndicates have turned up, 
although the field was full of them 
several years back when UA was 
previously on the block. 

Sears, Kelly and Chalif planed 
into N. Y¥. from the Coast earlier 
in the week. While in Los Angeles 
they were closeted with the Pop- 
kin syndicate and other interested 
parties. Popkin, an indie producer, 
and his sales rep, Ed Peskay, are 

(Continued on page 18) 


RKO Bd. Names Walker, 
Bent as Co. Directors; 
Elects Dietrich Chairman 


pear 


plan 
inter- 


J. Miller Walker. RKO veepee 
and secretary, and Maurice H. 
Bent, Wall street banker, were 


tapped this week to fill the vacan- 


cies in RKO’s board of directors. 
Duo steps into the posts following 
the recent resignations of L. Law- 
rence Green and “Frederick L. 
Ehrman. Both Green and Ehrman 
had exited after a policy blowup 
with Howard Hughes, controlling 
stockholder of RKO. 

For Walker it is the second 
time in the post since he stepped 
down several months ago after 
holding down the job on a pro-tem 
basis. Bent, formerly a partner 
in Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner 
& Beane, brokerage house, is still 
associated with the firm. Bent is 
a personal designee of Hughes, who 
enirusted him previously with ac- 
cepting bids for the Hughes inter- 
est in the RKO theatre chain. 

At the same time, board elected 
Noah Dietrich as board chairman 
of RKO-Radio Pictures, parent 
company’s production-distribution 
subsid. Dietrich, another Hughes 
designee, is already chairyan of 
the parent board. 





‘Born’ Cast to Do Scenes 
For Live Audiences 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Unique pre-production procedure 
for “Born Yesterday” was worked 
out at Columbia with Harry Cohn’s 
okay, scheme providing for the 
project to be presented in live 
form in a series of performances 
before audiences in the Columbia 
Studio theatre. Cast, including 
Judy Holliday, Broderick Craw- 
ford and William Holden, will be 
directed by George Cukor, who 
will direct the film. Idea is to 
“provide all principal actors and 
members of the cast with a feeling 
for and familiarity with their roles, 
Which they might not otherwise 
have had.” 

Device also will provide knowl- 
edge of timing and spacing of sit- 
uations. Dates of performances 
Will be set later. Studio employes 
of all departments will comprise 
the audience by special invitation, 
but performances will be closed to 
the public, 


+ 





Govt. Hears Plea For 
Pix on Foreign Curbs 


Washington, May 30. 

A plea to act against the increas- 
ing trade barriers U. S. films are 
facing in the world market was 
heard last week by the Committee 
on Reciprocity Information, _all- 
governmental unit. Committee is 
currently hearing the position of 
spokesmen for various American 
industries, in advance of the inter- 
national trade sessions to be held 
at Torquay, England, next Septem- 
ber. 

Pitch for Hollywood 
by Ted Smith, assistant to John 
MeCarthy, v.p. for international af- 
fairs of Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. Smith informed Reci- 
procity Committee on the present 
and pending motion picture situa- 
tions in several countries which 
will be sitting in on the trade par- 
levs for the first time. 


Sales Coalition 
Emerges From 


EL-FC Execs 


Prolonged huddles between Eagle 
Lion and Film Classies execs have 


was made 





finally succeeded in meshing the 
two companies’ sales forces into 
one unit intended to work for the 
new merged operations of Eagle 


Lion Classics. While arbitration re- 
course in the event of a stalemate 
was provided in the EL-FC merger 
papers, confabbers narrowly avoid- 
ed that step several times. Final 
deal adds up to 28 exchange of- 
fices, with 18 EL and 10 FC branch 
managers kept on for those chores. 
Talks between William J. Heine- 
man, EL distribution veepee, who 
takes over in the same spot for 
ELC, and Bernard G. Kranze, ELC 
general sales manager, who was 
formerly distrib veepee for FC, also 
worked their way down to sales- 
men. Of the 85 pix peddlers re- 
tained for ELC. some 50 come from 
EL. the remainder from FC. 
Overall sales force is one or 
(Continued on page 14) 


‘SAMMY RUN’ MAY 


two 





Budd Schulberg’s ‘What Makes 
Sammy Run?” novel which had 
never previously been considered 
for films because of its biting satire 
of Hollywood, may yet wind up be- 
fore the cameras. Indie producer 
Stanley Kramer is currently mull- 
ing the idea of adapting “Sammy” 
for films, with Jose Ferrer report- 
edly interested in playing the title 
role. 

Final decision on the project is 
expected to await completion of 
Kramer's “Cyrano de Bergerac,” 
next feature on his schedule which 
is now in the process of being cast. 
Ferrer also portrays the title role 
in “Cyrano.” 


Hunter Quits in Aussie 
For Par; Hake Replaces 


Harry Hunter, Paramount’s man- 
aging director in Australia for the 
past 13 years, is retiring from the 
post. He will be succeeded by 
Clay V. Hake, Par homeoffice exec 
who formerly acted as the major’s 
rep in South Africa. Hake sails 
for Svdney from Vancouver, B. C., 
aboard the S.S. Aorangi, and is 
scheduled to arrive July 20. 

Hunter will hold down the spot 
until Hake personally takes over. 
He then heads for the U. S., where 
he will retire to his farm in the 
state of Washington. He has been 





prepping to step out for the past 
jtwo years. 
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FTY PROD. 


SKED 





AS British Demand Bonus-Penalty Dollar 


ETIIP IN YEARS System as Bait for Yank Production; 


Hollywood film studios will strike 
out within a few months on the 
most ambitious production sched- 
ules they have undertaken since 
prewar. The Big 5, without excep- 
tion, plan a hefty boost in their 
film-making activities, and _ the 
lesser studios, which have tradi- 
tionally turned out a greater num- 
ber of pictures to fill the B mar- 
ket, will either par last year’s 
schedule or better it. While a 
total count is not possible at this 
time because some studios are still 
in the process of planning, there 
is little doubt that the number of 
features emanating from _ Holly- 
wood in 1950 will far exceed the 
447 originally planned. 

Reasons for the production boost 
are generally believed to be two- 
fold: the rieed for more releases 
because of current market condi- 
tions and the necessity for trim- 
ming studio overhead’ through 
spreading charges over a greater 
number of pictures. Metro, for 
example, which plans to turn out 
40 features this year as compared 


to the 24 produced during 1949, 
expects the hike will cut per-pic- 
ture costs by at least 25% Coin- 


cident with that factor is the rea- 
soning adopted by several industry 
execs that there is less chance for 
loss in the current market on a 
number ot medium-budgeted pix 
than would pertain to a few high- 
budgeted films. 
Need for more releases to 
(Continued on page 18) 


BRITISH ‘B’ POOL NIX 
AS $1,500,000 PENALTY 


British refusal to 
workings of the ‘“B” 
new Anglo-U. S. 
the American 


fill 





extend the 
pool into the 
accord would cost 
companies about 
$1,500,000 in remittable dollars 
during the new two-year period. 
During the life of the present pact, 
two payments were made totalling 
slightly over $1,000,000. Another 
$400,000-$500,000 will be due when 
the current deal ends June 13. 


“B” pool was the accumulation 
of earnings on British pix in-the 
U.S. Total was added to the $17.- 
000,000 payable yearly under the 
current pact. Its existence brought 
on an intra-industry battle when 
Universal and Eagle Lion were 
, charged with skirting it by making 


os deals with J. Arthur Rank. 


| who 


Majors Fear Many 





= + 


Corporations Benefit 


Under New Tax Plan 


Washington, May 30. 

House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, still chugging away on a tax 
bill, yesterday (29) tentatively 
Okayed a change under which cor- 
porations could carry forward their 
net Operating losses against profits 
for five years. At present the 
“carry forward” is two vears. The 
carry-back provision would be re 
duced from two to one year. 

Treasury Department approves 
both amendments. Committee took 
no action on the Administration’s 
recommendation that the maximum 
corporation tax rate be upped from 
the present 38°o to 42° 


All- or Nothing 


By Myers on Tax 
Splits Industry 


Abram F. Myers, 
board chairman 
tax committee of 


Insistence bys 
National Allied 
heads the 


{the Council of Motion Picture Or- 


ganizations, that 
tained on an all-or-nothing basis 
for outright repeal of the Federza!l 
adnvissions bite. has split the in- 
dustry wide open. While Mvers 
is maintaining that there be no 
letup in the campaign. another 
wing of the industry is afraid that 
the renewed tub-thumping may 
antagonize Congress. 

Myers has indicated that he will 
step down from the job unless the 
other industry forces working with 
him go along on the complete 
repeal pitch. In winning a recom- 
mendation for a 50°, stash from 
the House Ways and Means com- 
mittee. Myers has strongly estab- 
lished himself as filmdom’s elder 
statesman on tax repeal. Even the 
substantial recalcitrant wing of the 
industry that now wants to con- 
solidate the gains are conceding 

(C ontinued on page 16) 
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' National Boxall fice Survey 
GET KRAMER FILMING Memorial Day Week NSG; ‘Hangover’ Tops, Colt’ 


2d, ‘Comanche’ 

While there is a hint of better 
biz in several larger key cities cov- 
ered by VarRIeTY, especially along 
the eastern seaboard, the Memorial 
Day week is highly disappointing. 


Trade continues very slow in nu- 
merous keys in the middlewest, 
with everything blamed from the 


weather and outdoor competition 
to mild product and occasionally 
TV. More than ever, it is the very 
strong picture or unusual produc- 
tion that is combatting the trend. 
Additional exhibitors are admitting 
that the small amount of take-home 
pay of rank-and-file potential pa- 
trons probably is the main factor in 
the downbeat. 

“Big Hangover” 
ing up to top spot, with the draw 
of Van Johnson and Elizabeth 
Taylor apparently doing the trick. 
“Colt .45” (WB) is edging up to 
second position. 

“Comanche Territory” (U), which 
has been among the leaders before, 
is capturing third place while “Re- 
former and Redhead” (‘(M-G' is 
fourth. Fifth money goes to “Rock- 
etship X-M” ‘Lip’, attesting the 
draw of a novel subject. “Keitles 
To Town” (U) is finishing sixth, 
with “Robinson Story” (EL) 
seventh. “Eagle and Hawk” (Par) 
and “No Sad Songs” (Col) round 
out the Big Nine. 

Best runner-up pix 
(20th), “Rosie 


(M-G) is push- 


are “Big 
O'Grady” 


i 


Takes 3rd, ‘Rocketship’ 4th 


(WB), “No Man of Own” (Par) and 
“Three Came Home” (20th), but 
few of them are showing much 


uniform strength. 

Several new entries hint fine box- 
office possibilities. Standout is 
“Father of Bride” (M-G),. still 
smash in second week at vast N. Y. 
Music Hall, and pacing Philly with 
great figure “Annie Get Gun" 
(M-G) also continues big. “In a 
Lonels Place” (‘Col) — indicates 
strength on its N. Y. Paramount 
showing where it's still nice in sec- 


ond frame. “Secret Fury” (RKO), 
another newcomer, ranges from 
good in Philly to mild in Cincy. 


“Gunfighter” (20th) is doing great 
in Philly while “Caged” (WB) is 
better currently than last week 


“Love That Brute” (20th) shapes 
as a possibility on strength of solid 
stanza in N. Y. “Kill the Umpire” 
(Col) looms fairly okay in a couple 
of spots and nice in Washington. 


However. it is sluggish in three 
other keys “Outriders” (M-G) 
looks big in Denver. “Cheaper By 
Dozen” (20th: looms fine in Port- 
land. “Third Man” (SRO) shapes 
nice in L.A “Golden Gloves” is 
fair in St. Louis. 

“City Lights” (UA) still is socko 


in several locations. “Love Happy” 
(UA) looks slow in Louisvilte, 
Boroftice Reports on 
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Union, Quota Woes 


British offer of a new Anglo- 
U. S. film pact hinges all remit- 
table dollars for the next two vears 


on the extent of Ameri 
tion in the sterling 
the terms of the 
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s prez, presents 
to company toppers this week, U.S. 
majors will get more than $17,000,- 
000 if their film-making activities 
in the sterling zone are. boosted. 
By the same token, they are penal- 
ized if the volume of production 
dips 

This is the major change in the 
old aceord, which expires June 13. 
It presents a raft of potential 
troubles to the companies should 
it be accepted. Johnston himself, 
en route to the U. S., indicated his 
own doubts over getting the nod 
from American distribs. The Brit- 
ish, he said, are “the toughest trad- 
ers in the world. The proposal 
which [ am taking home is no bar- 
gain. I think I'll be back.” 

British proposal fixes $17,000,- 
000 yearly, same amount permitted 
in remittable dollars under the old 
deal, as the pivotal figure in new 
computations. If American com- 
panies increase their production 
in England and other sterling areas 

(C ontinued on page 18) 


‘an produc- 
area. Under 
proposal which 


— iunite Arnall 
Return from London 
For Financing Report 


Hollywood, Mav 30. 

George Bagnall is awaiting the 
arrival of prexy Ellis Arnall from 
London betore turning in his re- 
port to the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers on the 
results of his recent conferences in 
San Antonio on the subject of in- 
die film financing. In those hud- 
dies Bagnall represented SIMPP 
in talks with Dan Hickson, veepee 
of the Bankers Trust Co. of N. Y. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Al Daff Expected to Take Over 
On U Bd. Plus Post as Veepee 


j 


Al Daff, officially named this 
week to succeed Joseph H. Seidei- 
man as chief of Universal's foreign 
company, is expected to take over 


Seidelman’s seat on the board of | 


the parent company as well as V.p. 
spot when the latter exits at- the 


end of the year. Daff has been 
increasingly supervising the for- 
eign field in recent months since 


the vet film executive’s decision to 
ease off on some of the pressure. 


New topper particularly enjoys 
an entente cordiale with the J. 
Arthur Rank interests. It is said 
that Rank’s and John Davis’ clash- 


es with Seidelman over certain Iis- 
sues segued Daff more and more 
into that picture. Davis is g.m. for 
Rank and latter is a big stockholder 
in U. 

Seidelman was potent in U's im- 
portant financial maneuvers some 
10 years ago, bringing in large 
British insurance interests and ar- 
ranging other vital financing. With 
prexy Nate Blumberg, sales veepee 
Bill Scully and ex-board chairman 
J. Cheever Cowdin, few 
others, he figured in basic 
stock holdings. 

It is said that Seidelman 
posed of almost al! his U stock 
at peak prices sonic two years ago, 
realizing a reported $1,750,000. His 
brother, Sam L. Seidelman, is for- 
eign chief of Eagle Lion 
the just-merged EL and Film Clas- 
Sics organization. 


plus a 
the 


dis- 


Classics, 





RELIGIOSO PIC PROGRAM 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Twentieth-Fox is gunning its 
new religious film program within 
the next fortnight. It’s understood 
that Spyros P. Skouras okayed the 
program, a pet project of his. dur- 
ing his recent stay here. Films, to 
be made in 20-minute 


length, will 
be in modern dress with subjects 
adrawn from the Bible. “Story of 
Ruth” is first. Plan is to make 
three consecutively. It's under- 
stood that seven or eight scripts 
are already completed. They're 


designed for showing in churches 


of the: country. 
Pix will be made under super- 
vision of Jason Joy, public rela- 


tions chief, 


Garland in, Walters Out 
Of Metro’s ‘Wedding’ 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Allyson’s withdrawal as 
femme lead in “Royal Wedding” 
resulted in a double shift on the 
Metro lot. Judy Garland is in as 
star and Chuck Walters is out as 
director, ostensibly because of ill- 
ness. Director and actress have 
not been on good terms since they 
worked together in “Summer 
Stock.” 

Walters was replaced by Stan- 
Jey Donen, who has had diplomatic 
difficulties of his own. He was 
removed as director of “Pagan 
Love Song” after a hassle with an- 
ether femme star, Esther Williams. 


June 





‘Dark Violence’ Due 
For N.Y. Prod. in Aug. 


Latest film venture scheduled to 
roll in New York is “Dark Vio- 
Jence,” which indie producer Louis 
Tepper expects to put before the 
cameras in August. Paul Burton- 


Mercur screenplayed and Leo Car- | 


rillo reportedly has been inked as 
one of the cast toppers. 

“Dark Violence” is said to have 
been “wholly financed” by a group 
of eastern’ industrialists. Eagle 
J.ion will distribute and Phil Karl- 
son may direct. 





Resume Essaness Battle 
Chicago, Mav 30. 

Hearings in the court battle for 
control of the Woods theatre, Es- 
saness circuit’s sole Loop house, re- 
siime tomorrow ‘(Wed.) after a five- 
day recess. 

Controversy, being heard by 
Cook county superior court Judge 
Joseph A. Graber, centers around 
purchase of the Woods theatre 


building by Essaness almost a year. 


Partnership claims Essaness 
the purchase without its 


ago. 
made 


knowledge or consent, and further- | 
more betrayed a trust, since Es-! 
gsaness was acting as agent for part- 
nership. 





" 
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‘Handles English-Lingo 


Pix Made in Europe 
Hollywood, May 30. 

English-language pictures made 
by foreign producers abroad will 
be distributed in this country by 
Sunset Film Corp., recently organ- 
ized here by Marcello Girosi, who 
also heads Superfilm Distributing 
Corp. in the east. Girosi leaves 
this week for Italy to co-produce 


| 
; 


picture, 


“Three Steps North” with W. Lee | 


Wilder, starting June 15 in 


Girosi’s project also calls for 52 
short subjects, ail in English with 
American players, for television re- 
lease in this country. 


20% Tax Key To 


Summer Folds 


Extent of summer film theatre 
shutdowns will be up to Washing- 
ton, a survey of independent thea- 
tre owners in the New York metro- 
politan area revealed this week. 
Several circuits have already closed 
one or more houses for the warm- 
weather season and are considering 
folding a number of others. 

Brandt chain, largest indie loop 
in the N. Y. sector. has closed 
one theatre in Mt. Vernon. prez 
Harry Brandt declared, and may 
shutter more as business returns 
to “prewar conditions.” Prime fac- 
tor in the closures, he emphasized, 
is the 20% Federal admissions tax 
—‘‘it makes all the difference” be- 
tween profit and loss in marginal 
situations. 

Samuel Rinzler, head of 
Randforee circuit in Brooklyn, dis- 





the 


closed that his organization has 
closed its Capitol in Brooklyn and 
may darken a couple more. Gen- 
,erally poor business, he said, ac- 
counts for the firm’s step in shut- 
tering the Cap. He partly attri- 
buted the weak attendance to the 
Federal bite, which is “one of sev- 
eral reasons.” 

While agreeing that the tax has 
hampered filmgoing, Sol Straus- 


berg, prez of the Interboro circuit, 
with some 37 houses in Brooklyn 
and Long Island, was dubious of 
the value of summer shutdowns of 
marginal theatres. His chain, he 
noted, is studying the situation 
closely before making a decision, 


Providence, Shuts 
Providence, Mav 30. 
One of the oldest houses jn the 
country, Fay’s theatre in this town, 
will be shuttered within the next 
few days because of poor business. 
Closing has been ordered by Ed 
Fay, probably only for the summer. 
Fay credits the move to the fact 
product has been poor and points 
out that the six first-runs here are 
concentrating on a diet of westerns. 
House combines an_e eight-act 
vaude show with pix. Place has 
been a landmark for family enter- 
tainment for many years. 


Fay’s, 


8 Cincy Closings 
Cincinnati, May 30. 
Summer shuttering of downtown 
Telenews, Strand and RKO Or- 
pheum, one of two RKO houses at 
suburban Peebles Corner, boosted 
temporary closings of 
Cincy theatres to eight. ; 
Darkened nabes are Ridge, 
Shard, Evanston, Andulas, Glen- 
way and Roselawn. Highland and 


Rome. | 


' whether 


Sues Lippert for 50G, 
Claiming Plagiarism = 
Los Angeles, May 30. 

Jack Barron, writer, filed suit for 
$50,000 in superior court against 
Lippert Productions, charging pla-| 
giarism. 

Plaintiff declared the — Lippert 
“Motor Patrol,” was | 
pirated from his own story, “Road | 
Patrol,” which was rejected by the 
producer a year ago. 





‘Gypsy’ Dieterle 
In Turkish Test: 
Pix, Not Ciggies 


William Dieterle, vet producer- 
director, sails for Europe today 
‘Wed.) en route to Turkey as the 
self-styled “guinea pig’ to test 
Hollywood's film-making 
can be applied to the 
Turkish film industry. 
Invited by the A. N. D., Turkish 
production organization, Dieterle 
will make a trial English-language 
pic in Istanbul if his initial survey 
ot studio facilities is favorable. 
All the coin for the pic project, 
estimated at $700.000 - $800,000, is 
being put up by A. N. D. 

Turkish org wants a series of 
English-lingo pix to be made in its 
new studios, Dieterle said, so that 
it can obtain world-wide distribu- 
tion. His particular deal was 
made with  Adihl Ozkoptan, 
A. N. D. rep, who was recently 
sent to Hollywood to get things 
moving. “They're using me to 
break a path because I’m an o'd 
gvpsyv,”’ Dieterle said referring to 
his recent string of pix produced 
abroad. 

In Istanbul, Dieterle will 0.0. 
the group’s studio which is claimed 
to be a modern, six-stage setup 
if the facilities suit him, producer 
will then plane back to the U. S. 


technique 
growing 


after one week to plece together 
his east for the pic, titled “A 
, Quiet Street in Istanbul.” He 


greater | 


Fairmount are operating weekends | 


only. 





Tlona Massey, Dantine 
Exit ‘Fire Island’ Pic 


Legit-film producer 
Taub went to the Coast for a few 
days last week to settle details on 


his forthcoming picture, being 
made in the east. It’s his first film, 
called “Fire Island,” with Dane 


Clark and Charles Korvin 
for the cast. 

Taub is currently working 
details for an amicable settlement 
of Ilona Massey’s contract. Miss 
Massey had been scheduled for the 
femme lead. Helmut Dantine’s 
contract is also being settled. 

Film is due for a late July or 
early August start, with Joan Har- 
rison in, charge of production and 
'Curt Siodmak directing. 


William | 


| Mist” in 
likely | 


out | 


plans to draw his male lead from 
Hollywood: two or three others 
from Broadway, and the rest from 
England. 

While all the coin posted by 
A. N. D. will be in Turkish c¢ur- 
rency, the group has committed it- 
self to find legal ways of paving 
dollars to thespers and others. 
Dieterle is being given a piece of 
the picture instead of an outright | 
cash payment, with the remaining | 
interest in the film retaired by 
the Turkish group. No releasing 
deal is set because Dieterle pre- 
fers to make that tieup after a 
film is completed, 

Turkish org has been turning 
out pix for the local market for 
some time. However, it now 
wants to branch out into the in- 
ternational field, and deems Eng- 
lish as the most universal lan- 
guage. If the first pic goes, it in- 
tends to induce other Hollywood 
producers to push production in 
Istanbul. 

Dieterle, who recently com- 
pleted “Voleano” and “September 
Affair’ ‘Hal Wallis project) in 
Italy, thinks the current trend to- 
wards making pix on_ locale, 
domestically and abroad, is a re- 
turn to the practices of 30 vears | 
ago. “You go with your own crew | 
ot six-to-eight people and make. 
your picture on the spot. Extras 
are always obtainable and you pay 
what you want. For ‘Voleano,’ for | 
instance, I was not permitted to 
go above the local wage level paid 
by mines and fisheries.” 


i 
| 
; 


| gin 


A film in Italy can sti!l be made | 


at one-fourth the cost in 


Holly- | 


wood. But if it is cheapness alone | 


that is sought, Hollywood still is 


the place to make them, Dieterle | 


claimed. The $100,000 quickies 
turned out on the Coast are an 
impossibility elsewhere. 

Dieterle still has one more pro- 
duction stint for the Wallis-Hazen 
unit. He will make “House of 
the late fall or 
winter to fill his commitment. 





Europe to N. Y. 


Cecile Aubry 

Joseph A. McConville 
Gregory Peck 

N. Peter Rathvon 
Abe Schneider 

J. J. Shubert 

Henry Sherek 

Jean Stoddart 


early | 





FCC's Phonevision Okay 


Phonevision got a good press this past week, even though, as 
admitted by Zenith president Eugene McDonald, Jr., it is unsuc- 
cessful in breaking down Hollywood on supplying it with sufficient 


new product. 


Phonevision has a 90-day special license okay from 


the Federal Communications Commission during which period, this 
fall, it hopes to test the feasibility of the $1-per-home-film and the 
philosophy of “making every parlor a home boxoffice.” 

The picture business, with its present bexoffice uncertainty 
seems cool to the idea of creating still further b.o. hazards, which 
is the prime reason for refusing its product to TV generally. 
There_are the old customers, i.e. the exhibitors to consider, and 
they already envision the day when, “old customer” or not, the 
distributors may join with TV and turn their back on the the- 
atre-owners. There is also the present-day American Federation 
of Musicians’ tabu on the usage of new film soundtracks over video. 


McDonald figures that 


economic 


progress will overcome any 


Petrillo or other union hurdles—at least, he glibly pushes these 
elements aside—aiid bears down on the more important argument 
that Hollywood and video “must marry,” to give the picture busi- 
ness “a sound second financial peg to bolster a slipping business.” 
It is just plain good business for pix and TV to “go steady” in time, 


he urges. 


Hollywood may concede such “ultimate marriage” but is 





balking at the “acceleration” that McDonald is seeking to induce. 





263 PAR AIDES SLATED 
TO ATTEND L.A. MEET 


Total of 263 homeoffice and field 
reps from Paramount will attend 
the company’s Los Angeles con- 
vention, June 12-14. Invitees be- 
leaving for the Coast early 
next week. Alfred Schwalberg, 
distrib veepee, and other sales top- 
pers will precede field personnel 
to plan the conclave. 

Among the Paramount toppers 
attending are Barney’ Balabaii, 
Adolph Zukor, Paul A. Raibourn, 


E. K. (Ted) O'Shea, George Welt- 
ner, Russell Holman, Oscar A. 


Morgan, Monroe Goodman, Louis 
Phillips, Max E. Youngstein, Jerry 
Pickman, Hiller Innes, Mort Na- 
thanson, Sid Blumenstock and Sid 
Mesibov. 





Ohio Supreme Court 


Judging ‘Wild Weed’ 


Columbus, May 30. 

For the second time in 35 years 
the Ohio supreme court is sitting 
in judgment on a picture banned 
by the state’s department of film 
censorship. Wednesday (24) the 
seven-member court was given a 
private showing of Hallmark Pro- 
ductions’ *“‘Wild Weed,” the film on 
marijuana starring Lila Leeds. 
Hallmark made a direct appeal to 
the court afer the censors banned 
the picture from Ohio theatres con- 
tending that its showing would be 
harmful to moviegoers, especially 
juveniles. 

Only other time the court was 
asked to rule on a picture was D. W. 
Griffith's “Birth of a Nation.” which 
the jurists viewed in 1915. Two 
members of the present court, 
Edward C. Turner and Edward S., 
Matthias, were members of the 
court 35 vears ago which ruled in 
favor of showing the’ Griffith 
classie in Ohio. 


Republic’s 50c Divvy 


tepublic’s board has declared a 
dividend of 50c¢ per share on the 
company’s outstanding preferred 
Stock, 

Melon will be sliced July 1, with 
stockholders of record June 12 in 
on the divvy. 








N. Y. to Europe 


Leslie Banks 
Irving Berlin 
Eddie Cantor 
Robert Cravenne 
Jacques de Menasce 
Alfred Drake 
John Feeney 

J. P. Frogerais 
Abel Green 

Alec Guinness 
Burl Ives 
Emmerich Kalman 
Geoffrey Kerr 
Lawrence Langner 
Georges Lourau 
Armina Marshall 
Jennie Tourel 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edna Best 

Harry Brand 

Renee Carroll 
Armand Deutsch 
Howard Harris 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Ruby Keeler 
Walter H. Liebman 
Sarah Marshal) 
Serge Petchnikoff 
Ezio Pinza 

Louis Schonceit 
Herb Silverberg 
William Taub 

Syd Zelinka 


Nomikos Settles 7 
Chi Trust Actions 


Chicago, May 30 

Settlement papers were signed 
last week by the majors and ex- 
hibitor Van A. Nomikos in_ his 
three anti-trust actions against the 
majors. Only one of the suits. the 
Mars theatre action, was for dam- 
ages. Empress and Olympic the- 
atres sued for prior runs. 

Mars claimed $400,000 in triple 
damages. No figures were given 
out on settlement, but Nomikos’ re- 
portea price for settlement was 
$100,000. Attorney Seymour Simon 
repped Nomikos in the actions. 

Simon is also working on a set- 
tlement for the Grove theatre in 
Galesburg. Case comes to trial in 
Chi Federal district court June 7, 
but Simon says both sides will ask 
tor postponement pending settle- 
ment. 


PAR PREPS CLIPS ON 
THE WAR IN ITALY 


Paramount is prepping a one- 
hour compilation of newsreel 
clips with a running commentary 
which will relate the story of the 
Italian campaign in the recent war. 
Film is currently being produced 
by A. J. Richard, head of the com- 
pany’s newsreel unit. Italian cam- 
paign was chosen because Para- 
mounters believe it is the least 
publicized of the major operations. 

Pic is the third feature heading 





for release this year based on 
newsreels. RKO is now releasing 
March of Time’s “The Golden 


Twenties” while Warner Bros. has 
completed “Fifty Years Before 
Your Eyes.” 


Ready Pinza Pic 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Ezio Pinza checks in at Metro 
June 7 tor his first film role as 
co-star with Lana Turner in “Mr. 
Imperium.” 

Picture will be produced by Fad- 
win Knopf and directed by Don 
Hartman, both of whom collabo- 
rated on the screenplay, based on 
Knopf’s original yarn. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Brian Aherne 
Richard Basehart 
Ken Carson 

Vera Caspary 
Lewis Cotiow 
William Dieterle 
Paul Douglas 

Bert Friedlob 
Marcello Girosi 
James R. Grainger 
Henry Hathaway 
Dick Haymes 

Roy Konkright 
Peter Lawrence 
Bernard Luber 
Barret McCormick 
Peter Miles 
Miroslava 

Millard Mitchell 
Ben Nye 

William S. Paley 
Cole Porter 
Donna Reed 
William F. Rodgers 
Bernard C. Schoenfeld 
Douglas Shearer 
Sol C. Siegel 
Spyros Skouras 
Andy W. Smith, Jr. 
Robert Smith 

Don Taylor 
Shelley Winters 
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DISTRIB REVAMP TO CUT COSTS 





Court Denies Selznick Arbitration 


In Contract Wrangling With UA FY 





David O. Selznick’s renewal of +* 
ourt jousting with United Artists 
came a-cropper last week when the Secret Weapon? 
New York supreme court tossed Hollywood. Mav 30 
out his demand that UA arbitrate ; aig bs iT ie Oe 
, dispute with him. Indie pro-| , Redskins will up against 
jiucer had asked for a court order we varieties ot Suns W hen they 
on $94,709 plus 10,764,961 lire battle with Errol Flynn and 
¢17.250). with Price, Waterhouse & his paleface warriors in War- 
as accounting firm, as arbitrator. ners’ Rocky ; Mountain. In 
Justice Ernest Hammer nixed the addition to a the In- 
plea and Selznick must bring a full- oe will be sprayed with 
scale suit if he wants to collect. body makeup from air guns 
. : devised by Gordon Bau, the 
Selznick cited a contract made studio’s complexion chief. 


between him and UA in February, 


1947, which then defined the terms 
of a peace treaty following pro- 
tracted skirmishing. That pact 
permitted UA to continue dis- 
tributing four Selznick features 
and provided that disputes arising 
should be submitted to the ac- 
counting firm for decision. How- 


ever, Justice Hammer pointed out 
that the disputes envisaged in the 
pact were those involving compu- 
tation methods for dividing rentals 
between the producer and distrib. 
No tiffs on the handling of the pix 
themselves or the merits of vari- 
ous charges against them could be 
decided by Price, Waterhouse, 
court said 

Since UA took on the four films 
a series of arguments have mud- 
died the relations of Selznick and 
the major. One charge now being 
challenged by Selznick is_ for 
$10,000 which UA allocated against 
the films to help pay a Grad Sears 
sales drive. Selznick also disputes 
a chunk of coin charged against 
the pix because of money spent by 
LA to exploit a book on the life 
of Selznick. Justice Hammer ruled 
these were not questions of compu- 
tation. 


Involved are proceeds’ from 
“Since You Went Away,” “I'll Be 
Seeing You.” “Spellbound” and 


“Rebecca.” Selznick complaint al- 
leges that UA admits to owing 
$67,209 but the indie producer has 
refused tender of that sum as in- 
sufficient. 

O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & 
Lawler rep UA in the litigation 
while Paine, Kramer & Marx are 
attorneys for Selznick. 





Entire Industry Goes 
Into Non-Flam Stock 
July 1; Newsreelers Hit 


In one of the technical revolu- 
tions of the film biz, entire industry 
swings into acetate (non-flam) print 
stocks on July 1, with a consequent 
drastic change in the fire hazards 
of theatres and exchanges. LEast- 
man Kodak this week served no- 
tice on all major companies that it 
will completely drop the produc- 
tion of nitrate rawstock as of the 
July 1 deadline. DuPont, other 
chief producer of rawstock, has al- 
ready made the conversion. 

Changeover ends a losing battle 
by the five newsreel companies for 
a break on price of the new ace- 
tate stock. The non-flam base costs 
5°o more than nitrate, represent- 
ing an added cost of $1 per reel. 


This boost means added operation- | 


al costs of $100,000-$150,000 yearly 
for each newsreel company, since 
these outfits consume millions of 
feet of rawstock annually. 

As a sop to the newsreelers, both 
EK and DuPont have agreed to sup- 
ply the companies with leftover 
and scrap nitrate footage until the 

(Continued on page 18) 


CARTOONISTS DRAW 
LINE AT WALKOUT 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Members of the Screen Cartoon- 
ists Guild nixed a resolution which 
would have given its executive 
board the power to call a strike. 
Instead, they appointed a commit- 
tee to negotiate wage increases for 
members making $75 a week or 
less, 

if producers refuse to negotiate, 
the strike resolution will be taken 
up later, 








| 








Selznick Gets 
Edge in Korda 
Arbitration Duel 


Complicated legal battle between 
David O. Selznick and his former 
production partner, Sir Alexander 


Korda, has coine to a decision, with 
Selznick getting the best of the 


bargain on most points. Following 
a series of arbitration hearings, 
former Secretary of War Robert P. 
Patterson has handed down a num- 
ber of rulings. His ukase must 
now be confirmed by the N. Y. 
Federal court before taking effect. 

As a result of the decision, Kor- 
da must turn over to Selznick the 
negative of “The Third Man” and 
also make formal assignment of 
the Western Hemisphere rights. 
D.O.S. in turn is required to sign 
a release of all coin that he has 
tied up in London on the British 
earnings of ‘‘Paradine Case,” Kor- 
da gets this money, which has been 
previously held in escrow. 

The big poser on proposed re- 
takes of “Gone to Earth” is dis- 
posed as follows: Korda will 
promptly make the added scenes 
for “Gone.” as designated by 


{tion 


——_—___ 


fo alUDY 
ANGED oLICt 


revamping of distribu- 
machinery now based on the 
traditional 32 exchanges, with the 
aim of streamlining costs and gen- 
eral operations, now.looms as a 
likely prospect within the early fu- 
ture. Several majors are studying 
the problem of sales cost-cutting 


MA, 


: aT 











, | 


Drastic 


| Since the operational nut is regard- 


ed by top-echelon execs as out of 
proportion to current-day needs. 
One proposed reform under survey 
is the reduction of the 32 ex- 
changes to 18 central offices placed 
Strategically throughout the coun- 
try. 

AS a 
company 
identity 


ha > 
oeen 


a probe by 

asked that 
remain undisclosed, fact 
turned up that it costs 
187°o (as against 100°) represent- 
ing newakive nut) to distribute a 
ylack-and-white film Color fea- 
tures, with their added print out- 
lays, come to 201°%, the survey dis- 
closed. 

In another major, distrib execs 
have been probing the direct-sales 
costs of other industries against 
that of pix. Determination has been 
reached that the film industry’s 
sales cost is the highest of any ma- 
jor field in the U. S. Pie distrib 
costs, it is said, are 100°%-300°% 
greater than the average costs, as 
far as available statistics can show. 

Both probes were inspired by 
the need to shave costs following 


result ,of 
that has 


one 
its 


nas 


'the impending divorcement of pro- 


D.O.S., provided the latter makes | 


available the services of Jennifer 
Jones (Mrs. Selznick) 
,for overtime specified in the writ- 
‘ten agreements. 


'nick are to share the added costs 


‘equally. 

Under the Patterson ruling, 
Korda must turn over Western 
Hemisphere rights to “Gone” as 


‘well as worldwide rights after 10 
years. Any added scenes in that 
pic must be delivered promptly by 
the Britisher to D.O.S. as soon as 
the latter pays half the nut. Korda, 
for his part, has the right to re- 
lease “Gone” in its present form 
and the injunction demanded by 
Selznick to bar Eastern Hemi- 
sphere distribution is denied. Selz- 
nick claimed the film without re- 
takes would damage the rep of Miss 


| Jones. 
| Patterson has also held that Selz- 


nick is not entitled to recover costs 
and expenses incurred because of 
/Korda’s withdrawal 
cated negative of “Gone” from a 
lab in England. No counsel fees 
are awarded Selznick. Arbitrator’s 
(Continued on page 138) 





Skouras Back in N.Y. 
After Coast Talks on Suit 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras and sales veepee Andy W. 
Smith. Jr., returned to New 
over the weeke nd from the Coast, 
where they had huddled with Na- 
| tional Theatres prez Charles 
Skouras on a suit filed against NT 
last week by Samuel Goldwyn. 
Latter, asking $6,750,000 treble 

| damages, claimed a conspiracy to 
deny indie producers a satisfactory 
market for their product. 

Skouras had planed to the Coast 
May 23 while Smith flew out last 
week from Omaha, where he had 


ers of Iowa and Nebraska meet. 
| While on the Coast, they also con- 
fabbed with production veepee 


Darry! F. Zanuck and other studio 
; execs on upcoming 


20th product. 


at the rate! 


Sir Alex and Selz- 


' circuit 


of the dupli- | 


‘the single most potent force in the | 


York | 


ty 


duction-distribution wings from 
their theatre circuits. With the heat 
on to make distribution pay its 
own way, the economy drive has 
been directed against both studio 
and sales operations. 

Current sales setups are regard- 
ed by many execs as precedent- 
ridden and obsolete. They first 
sprung up Many years ago when 
air express and generally rapid 

(Continued on page 18) 


TV Line Forming 
Rapidly : Sullivan 





Pushing his pet project on tele- | 


vision, the piecing together of a 
large-screen TV circuit in theatres 
throughout the country, Gael Sul- 
livan, Theatre Owners of Ameri- 
ca’s exec director, sees “the line 
forming rapidly” for that form of 
innovation by exhibs. In his ex- 
tensive city-hopping tours, Sullivan 
has plugged for theatre TV in al- 
most every state in the union. Ex- 
hibs, he says, need only the first 
hint that coaxial cables are reach- 


ing their town to climb on the 
bandwagon. 
In Atlanta, for instance, where 


the cable will make contact within 
the next few months, such bigtime 
operators as Robert M. 
Wilby, United Paramount exec, 
are already studying the proposal 
to meet the threat of home tele pro- 
grams. Apparently, TV is the up- 
permost problem on the minds of 
exhibs—the big question still be- 
ing studied is whether or not it is 


current b.o. slack. 

Sullivan is using a double-bar- 
relled gun to shove his program 
along. While haranguing exhibs 
in person on his non-stop hinter- 
land junkets, his homeoffice is 
propagandizing the subect via 
brochures and other written mat- 
ter circulated among all TOA 
members. 


Latest pamphlet on TV made the | 


rounds this week. Booklet in- 


cludes a foreword by Sullivan and 


the text of a speech delivered by 
Nate Halpern, tele adviser to TOA. 
Its avowed purpose is “to meet this 


‘treat (video! and convert it to our 


great advantage.” 
TV, Sullivan 
brochure, “has 


the 
the 


claims in 
not solved 


ttended the Allied Theatre Own- | vital and critical problems of pro- 
atter 


gramming.” “We are now begin- 
ning to hear the anguished com- 
plaints of television owners who 
protest the fact that there is very 


(Continued on page 16) 





‘Give ‘Em Original Story Ideas,’ 
That's Growing Hollywood Plaint 





WB Favored? 


Wall street insiders are con- 
vinced that Warner Bros. will 
win a favorable ruling from 
the U.S. Treasury Dept. on the 
tax question posed by its split 


under the Government consent 
decree. Reports circulating in 


the Street credit Warners with 
a better-than-even chance on 
its contention that the issu- 
ance of two shares of common 
for one in the old company 
plus debentures from the the- 
atre chain is actually an ex- 
change of securities and not 
the declaration of capital 
dividend 


a 


Meanwhile, Warner attor- 
neys have been meeting with 
Government lawyers on the 
liquidation of joint interests 
with outsid® partners. Another 
extension for the few remain- 
ing houses will be granted by 


the Dept. of Justice. Main de- 
cree has not been discussed 
since its terms are already 
fixed pending the Treasury 
ruling. 


Schwartz Going 


Ahead With RKO 
Theatre TV Test 


With the advent of Sol A. 

Schwartz as exec veepee and oper- 
ational head of the RKO circuit, 
the chain, which has been particu- 
larly skeptical of television's 
potential via large-screen installa- 
' tions, will introduce TV into one 
| New York house. Schwartz and 
| his aides are studying the problem, 
| with the likelihood that the green- 
‘ligt will be given so that the cir- 
cuit can have a guinea-pig theatre 
to test tele’s lure on audiences. 

Understood Schwartz has ex- 
pressed himself in favor of the in- 
novation “just in case anything 
really big comes from large-screen 
programs.” While the RKO top- 
per preserves an I’m-from-Missouvri 
attitude towards video in flickeries. 
he has said that “there’s no sense 
of our sticking our heads in the 
sand.” 

Schwartz still sees the problem of 
programming large-screen video as 
unanswered. He is convinced that 
the public will not pay for a tele 
show that it can see at home cuffo. 
Circuit head's recollections go 
back to the early days of radio, 
when theatres tried to combat big 
sports attractions by tuning in at 
the theatre. As an oldtime theatre 
manager, Schwartz says the public 
stayed away because of the busi- 
ness of charging for something 
that could be gotten free else- 
where. He believes the same prin- 
ciple still holds true. 

Proposal to install a test TV 
operation into one theatre repre- 
sents a change in RKO sentiment. 
Maicolm Kingsberg, recently-re- 
signed RKO circuit head, held off 
completely from tele experimenta- 
tion. 





b.o. 





Arthur Mayer In 


Hinterland Lectures 


Arthur Mayer, foreign film dis- 
trib, who formerly served as chief 
of the U. S. Army’s film division 
in Germany, shoves off Saturday 
(4) on a lecture swing through the 
hinterlands. Mayer will cover 12 
speaking engagements within two 
weeks for the American Jewish 
Committee. He lectures in Chicago 
Monday (6) and then takes to the 
podium on the next day in Los 
Angeles. 

Filmite’s subject is ‘“Disquiet on 
the Western Front,” covering the 
j situation in Germany as he saw it. 


Hollywood, May 30. 

The days when a screenwriter 
was a guy who did little more than 
translate, for the screen, the crea- 
tive efforts of a writer in some 
other medium seem to be about 
over. There is a growing demand 
around the film lots for craftsmen 
who have their own story ideas— 
and know how to develop them. 
For Hollywood is turning more 
and more to original ideas in an 
effort to provide a flow of fresh, 
top entertainment that will keep 
the customers standing in line in 
front of the boxoffice instead of 
sitting in front of a video screen. 

Up in the van of the battle that’s 
being waged against sagging 
grosses are the guys with the type- 
writers. But it’s not so much their 
words as their ideas that studios 
are counting on to win the battle. 
Original ideas, more in demand 
now than ever in Hollywood's his- 
tory, are looked upon as the prime 
weapons with which to win people 
back to theatres. 

Not that originals are anything 
new in the film factories. Al- 
though Hollywood's critics claim 
that pictures generally are based 
on a book, play, short story, radio 
program or even a comic strip, the 
truth is that original stories prac- 
tically always form at least 50% 
of the annual Hollywood output. 

There has always been consid- 
erable argument as to what con- 
stitutes an original, but the only 
yardstick is the one offered bv 
Screen Writers Guild, which 
should knsaw. SWG says an orig- 
inal is any story which, in its first 
dramatic form, was conceived 
solely for the screen. Thus, 
“Samson and Delilah” is an orig- 
inal since The Bible can’t be re- 
garded as a “dramatic form” me- 
dium. By the same token, how- 
ever, “Cinderella” is not an orig- 
inal since it was a children’s story 
in its first dramatic form. 

The SWG definition points up 
the definite Hollywood swing to- 
ward fresh material from which to 
fashion top boxoffice product. 

Some of the outstanding ex- 
amples of the new crop are such 
pictures as “Battleground,” “The 
Men,” “Sunset Boulevard,” and 


(Continued on page 18) 


Ad-Pub Chief Mulled 
For ELC; Meanwhile, 
Brandt, Gross Operate 


Newly-birthed Eagle Lion Clas- 
sics, offspring of a merger of Eagle 
Lion and Film Classics, will oper- 
ate under a peculiar dual control 
on ad-pub activities for the time 
being. Both Leon Brandt, ad-pub 
chief of EL, and Sid Gross, holding 
the same notch in FC, will run the 





dept., with neither as official top- 
per. Brandt will actually handle 
EL. product while Gross concen- 


trates on the FC celluloid being re- 
leased by ELC. 

Dual arrangement will hold 
while ELC’s management studies 
the question of who is to be perma- 
nent ad-pub chief. 


MPEA MOVES IN WITH 
PARENT MPAA IN N.Y. 


Motion Picture Export § Assn., 
currently operating on a reduced 
budget and with a minimum of 
personnel, gave up its own New 
York offices Monday (29) to move 
in with the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, its parent organization. 
However, to maintain its separate 
identity, the MPEA will have its 
own suite at the MPAA office at 28 
W. 44th street, Manhattan. 

With the major companies hav- 
ing opened their own distribution 
offices in several foreign countries 
previously serviced by MPEA, the 
organization’s work has been con- 
siderably reduced. As a result, it 
now carries a staff of 12, as com- 
pared to the 30 who worked for the 
unit at the height of its activities 
immediately following the war.: 
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Byington’s son, Ronald Reagan, 


appears on the scene. Love rivalry | 


is hilariously projected under Alex- 


€ FILM REVIEWS 
My Friend Irma Goes 
West 
(SONGS) 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Paramount release of Hal Wallis pro- 
@uction. Stars John Luna, Corinne Cal- 
vet. Diana Lynn, Dean Martin, Jerry 
Lewis, Marie Wilson. Directed by Hal 
Walker. Screenplay. Cy Howard, Parke 
Levy: based on characters created by Cy 
Howard for CBS radio program; camera. 
Lee Garmes: music score, Leigh Harlin 
new songs. Jay Livingston, Ray Evan 
editor, Warren Low. Tradeshown May 2: 
*SO. Running time, 90 MINS. 





DRNictsitads niexceabasat prec John Lund 
OER WHTETOOR:. 660s seeseaes Marie Wilson 
Jane Stacey iene eesder se Diana Lynn 
eS eS” ere :::-Dean Martin 
EE <5. <a 5s. ueaa ees - Jerry Lewis 
Yvonne Yvonne.......... Corinne Calvet 
DES 5 cas keneebeed on Lloyd Corrigan 
tM... .éseutedenes Donald Porter 
DNS = nc 5s 6 end wae bebe ee Harold Hubei 
Slim .... Joseph Vitale 
Mr. C. Y. Sanford .. Charles Evans 
Pilot Kenneth Tobe. 
Pierre Himself 


“My Friend Irma Goes West” is 
a good followup to the first “Irma’ 
comedy turned out at Paramount 
by Hal Wallis. It’s a slapstick me- 
lange of gags and situations p!enti- 
fully supplied with raucous laughs 
Audience response should be just 
about as favorable as it was for the 
initial film based on the Cy How- 
ard radio program. 

Most of the laugh meat is tossed 
to Jerry Lewis, and the young 
comedian knows just what to do 
with it. As the film’s mainstay, he 

rooves the guffaws in sock fashion. 

here’s considerable less empha- 
sis on Marie Wilson’s “Irma” and 
the other characters, but they are 
all around to help back up the foot- 
age play given Lewis. 

Top gag ia the succession of 
laugh situations is Lewis’ routine 
with Pierre, a chimp. They ape 
each other to a farethewell in an 
aisle-rolling sequence. Not far be- 
hind this funny bit is Lewis’ adven- 
ture with a plate of wild spaghetti, 
a sequence lifted right from the 
frames of the old two-reeler, and 
still a certain laugh-getter. Lewis 
also conducts the orchestra while 
his partner Dean Martin croons 
“Th Vagabond Song,” has an ad- 
venture with Indians and a bear- 
skin rug and, in general, conducts 
himself in a manner that proves 
his comedic ability and worth. 

Hal Walker's direction of the 
Cy Howard-Parke Levy = script 
loosely belts over the material to 
keep the slapstick roiling along. 
Title derives from the junket west 
taken by Irma and friends under 
the belief that Martin has a valid 
film contract. Enroute, the pact 
proves to be phoney, an exotic film 
star gives Martin the rush act while 
her pet chimp does the same thing 
to Lewis. Also tossed in are a 
group of gambling gangsters, a kid- 
napping and a chase finale that 
gets the principals together for a 
fadeout clinch. 

John Lund repeats as Al, Irma’s 
brash boyfriend, as does Diana 
Lynn, Irma’s friend who narrates 
this latest saga. Martin selis three 
new tunes by Jay Livingston and 
Ray Evans, “Baby, Obey Me,” “I'll 
Always Love You,” and ‘Fiddle 
and Gittar Band.” Working with 
Martin on “Love You” is Corinne 
Calvet, as the film star. She 


pleases, but audiences will shudder | 


at a coupte of scenes showing her 
bussing the chimp. Lloyd Corri- 
gen, Donald Porter, Harold Huber, 
Joseph Vitale and others bolster 
the laughs. 

In addition to good story super- 
vision, Wallis furnishes the film 
with strong technical values in 
lensing, settings and other sight 
factors. Brog. 


icin elites 
Louisa 


Hollywood, May 2 
release of Robert Arthur 
Stars Ronald Reagan, Charies 
Hussey, Edmund Gwenn, 
Spring Byington; features Piper Laurie, 
Scotty Beckett. Directed by Alexander 
Hall. Stery and screenplay, Stanley Rob- 
erts: camera, Maury Gertsman; music, 
Frank Skinner; editor, Milton Carruth. 


Led 
(. 

Universal 
production. 
Coburn, Ruth 


Previewed May 26, °50. Running time, 
89 MINS. 

Hal Norton ete eee Ronald Reagan 
ee Pere rere Charles Coburn 
Meg Norton ‘eeodvets Ruth Hussey 
Re OO Edmund Gwenn 
Louisa Norton...... .-.-.Spring Byington 
Catny Moston. «22. cesces++ Piper Lourie 
Sr: TORS. 6c cccceces -Scotty Beckeit | 
CHP POPE. ccveccesess Jimmy Hunt 
SS SRS eee Connie Gilchrist 
Dick Stewart........ .. Willard Waterman 
Bell GMWOES <cccwcecss ».Marjorie Crosland 
ee Bee eer ee Martin Milner , 
ORC  WRIMOE . 6.006 cecvestac Terry Frost 
ey EEE sive Whe eee ee en oe Dave Willock 


“Louisa” sets out to prove that 
romance is no respecter of age. fn 
s© doing it adds up to a lot of fun 
for family audiences, particularly 
the middle-aged or older ticket 
buvers, and seems slated to give a 
good account of itself in most situ- 
ations. 

Plot twist places the emphasis 
on an elderly romance, instead of 
young love. and the panting parti- 
cipants in the love triangle sock it 
over to achieve the many pleasant 


chuckles. Comedy springs most!v 
from the complications brought 


into the lives of a woman's son, | 


daughter-in-law and their children 
when grandma discovers that it’s 
never too late to mate. 

Spring Byington is the object of 
Edmund Gwenn’s affections and 


he’s doing a good job of it until 
Charles Coburn, the boss of Miss 


ander Hall’s direction of the story 
and script by Stanley Roberts. Dia- 
jog has purpose and the scenes 
sparkle. 

A good angle for laughs is the 
condescending attitude that youth, 


in the person of the children of 
Reagan and Ruth Hussey, adopts | 
towards the “juvenile” antics of 


hug hites 
satisfv the vounger theatre patrons 
and keep them going along with 
the story. Both family and elderly 


romantic complications keep the 
footage alive ‘before Gwenn suc- 


rival in a 
slapstick. 


bests his love 
goes broadly 


cessfulls 
finale that 


\Iiss Byington, Coburn = and 
Gwenn are delightful as the ro- 
mantically involved elders. Plenty 
of fun also comes from Reagan and 


Hussev, 
untortunate 


44 
ViISS 


the suffering parents 
enough to have a ro- 


mancing mother Piper Laurie, 
the grand-daughter: Scotty Beck- 
ett her teen-aged suitor, and 
Jimmy Hunt, the grandson. take 


care of their share of the chuckles. 

Production trappings carry just 
the right amount of gloss under 
Robert Arthur's supervision. Phys- 
ical details of the suburban home 


It’s a neat contrivance to | 


and neighborhood, the players and | 


other production 
benefit by Maury 
tography, and helping the comedy 
mood of the varn is Frank Skin- 
ners music score. Editing it tight. 
Brog. 


appurtenances 


The Good Humor Man 
97 


Hollywood, May 27. 


Columbia release of S Syivan Simon 
preduction Stars Jack Carson: features 
Lola Albright. Jean Wallace Georee 
Reeves. Peter Miles. Frank Ferruson. Di- 
rected bs Lloyd Bacon. Screenplay. Frank 
Tashlin: from the Satevepost story, ““Ap- 
pointment with Fear.” by Rov Huggins 
eamera, Lester White: music, Heinz 
Roemheld: editor, Jerome Thoms Pre- 
viewed May 25, ’50. Running time, 80 
MINS. 

Biff Jones Jick Carson 
Margie Bellew......... Lola Albright 
Bonnie Conroy......... Jean Wallace 
Stuart MOSM. .icececs George Reeves 
Johnny Bellew Peter Miles 
Inspector Quint....... Frank Fervuson 
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pO SE ees ee ee Eddie Parker 
Officer Rhodes......... ‘ Pat Flaherty 
Or Wee... icccces Richard Egan 
Steven Arthur Space 
Bride Victoria Yorne 





Eighty minutes of fun and frolie 
are offered in “‘The Good Humor 
Mean.” Turned out in the same 
broad slapstick vein as Columbia's 
uceessful “The Fuller Brush Man,” 
this entry can easily capture public 
fancy and rate a good b.o. pavoff. 

The physical gags and action are 
a throwback to the two-reeler days, 
done with the perfectionist timing 
of the present film era to tickle 
the oldster who remembers yester- 
vear antics. It pleases the vounger 
audience now cutting its amuse- 
ment teeth, via video, on that old 
comedy fare. 

Jack Carson sparks this one in 
the title role. He reacts to the slick 
direction of Llovd Bacon in exactly 
the right fashion to belt over the 
broad situations in Frank Tashlin’s 
script. The laughs spring from 
Carson’s ineptness when con- 


Gertsman’ pho-} 


fronted with life, love or danger | 


while peddling his hokey-pokey 
blocks to the tune of “Margie” as 
plaved on his Good Humor chimes. 

Carson, carrying on a_ bashful 


romance with Lola Albright. is 
vamped into becoming the patsy 
for a pavroll holdup by Jean 
Wallace. The gang wants to rub 
him out and the police want to 
arrest him. This sets up enough 
complications against which to 


play the extremely hoked slapstick 
that keeps continually smacking 
the risibilities under Bacon's di- 
rection. Carson is only saved from 
all the trouble in which his in- 
eptness has involved him by a gang 
of kid friends, members of the 
“Captain Marvel Club,” who come 
to his rescue in the schoolhouse 
where he and Miss Albright have 
; been cornered by the crooks. This 
secuence is only the topper to a 
series that guarantees guffaws. 


ported by the other cast members. 
Miss Albright is good and \Mliss 
Wallace properly vampish. Peter 
Miles, leader ot the kiddie club; 


Carson’s funning is sturdily sup- 


George Reeves, chief villain: Frank | 


harassed 
the others 


Ferguson, 
tor, and 
ably. 

S. Svivan Simon's production 
supervision insures a_ plentiful 
supply of props for the rough-and- 
ready comedy antics and it all has 
been neatly lensed by Lester White. 
I¥einz Roemheld’s musie score is 
in keeping with the laugh aims. 

Brog. 


Fehr, Weisbart Made 


WB Producer Aides 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Rudi Fehr and David Weisbart, 
film editors, were upped to newly 
created positions at Warners, as as- 
sistant to the producer. 

Fehr will be attached to William 
Jacovos and Weisbart to Henry 
Blanke. 


police inspec- 
come across 





‘tions 


Miniature Reviews 


“My Friend Irma Goes 
West” (Songs) (Par). Good 
comedy. Second in film series 
based on ether show. 


“Louisa” (U). Sturdy family 
comedy fare with reverse 
switch on girl-meets-boy plot. 
B.o. prospects good. 

“The Good Humor Man” 
(Col). Nifty slapstick comedy 
with Jack Carson. Good b.o. 
outlook. 

“Fhe Happy Years” ‘Color) 


(‘M-G). -leasant comedy of 
life at a boy®& school, but 
needs editing. 

“So Young, So Bad” (UA). 


Giris’ reformatory meller with 
Paul Henreid; routine support- 
ing fare 

“It's a Small World” ‘Song) 
‘(EL!. Drama dealing with ad- 
jusiment problems of midgets. 
Programmer with some _ ex- 
ploitation value 

“Over the Border” (Mono). 
So-so entry in the Johnny 
Mack Brown oater series. 

“Lucky Losers” (Mono). 
Strong “Bowery Boys”  pro- 
grammer. 








The Happy Years 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, May 20. 


Metro release of Carey Wilson produc- 


tion Stars Dean Stockwell; features 
Darryl Hickman, Scotty Beckett, Leon 
Ames, Margalo Gillmore. Directed by 
William A. Wellman. Screenplay, Harry 
Ruskin based on “The Lawrenceville 
Stories” by Owen Johnson: camera (Tech- 
nicolor), Paul C. Vogel; music, Leigh Har- 


Dunning, Tradeshown 

Running time. 109 MINS. 
Dean Stockwell 
Darryl Hickman 
Scotty Beckett 
Leon Ames 
Margalo Gillmore 
Leo G. Carroll 
Donn Gift 


line: editor, John 
May 37, ’50 


John Humperdink Stover 
Tough McCarty - 
Tennessee Shad . 
Samuel H. Stover, Sr.. 
Mrs. Stover ; 

The Old Roman 

The Big Man 

Sambo - 
Chevenne Baxter 
Coffee Colored Angel 
White Mountain Canary 


Peter 
Jerry 

Alan Dinehart III 
David Bair 


Reaneey WHE: ui vec csc Danny Mummert | 
Poler Beekstein Eddie LeRoy 
Johnny George Chandler 


Miss Dolly Travers ies Claudia Barrett 


The misadventures of a preco- 
cious youngster have been put 
together for pleasant entertainment 
in “The Happy Years.” It is a 
gentle, humorous picture based on 
Owen Johnson’s “The Lawrence- 
ville Stories,” needing only editing 
to insure it a healthy playoff. 

As tradeshown, footage stands at 
109 minutes, all of it fun, but some 
of the adventures are repetitious, 
indicating trimming can tighten 
the running time. Also, film comes 
to a decided end after 94 minutes, 
but then goes on for another 15 
minutes before writing finis. 

Sparking the fun is that able 
moppet, young Dean Stockwell, 
portraying the John Humperdink 
Stover of Johnson's stories, A pint- 
sized terror at school and the 
despair of his family, Stockwell 
romps through’ his scenes with 
puckish spirit and scores decisively 
as William A. Wellman’s direction 
lingers lovingly over the sequences. 

Against a lush Technicolor garb, 
picture plays off Stockwell’s trials 
and tribulations at Lawrenceville 
school with classmates and _ profs. 
His aggressive feuding with larger 
boys, classroom cribbing, scrub 
footballing, cruel teasing of girls 
and active imagination spell plenty 
of chuckles as he goes through 
various stages of growing pains. 

Wellman’s direction milks every 
scene in the Harry Ruskin script 
and both he and producer Carey 
Wilson exhibit a fondness for the 
material that accounts for the 
overlength. There's a good cast of 
stalwarts that abet the laughs. 
Leon Ames and Margalo Gillmore 
as the parents; Darryl Hickman, 
Scotty Beckett, Donn Gift, Jerry 
Mickelsen, Alan  Dinehart, III, 
David Blair, some of the assorted 
classmates: Leo G. Carroll, solid 
as the prof, are among those help- 
ing to put this one over. 

Paul C. Vogel uses his camera 
effectively to dress up the footage 
with hues, and Leigh Harline’s 
musie score ably backs the enter- 
tainment aims. Brog. 


So Young. So Bad 

United Artists release of Edward J. and 
Harry Lee Danziger production. Stars 
Paul Henreid; features Catherine McLeod. 
Grace Coppin, Cecil Clovelly. Directed by 
Bernard Vorhaus. Screenplay, Jean Rou- 
verol and Vorhaus; camera, Don  Alal- 
kames; editor, Carl Lerner; music. Rob- 
ert W. Stringer. Tradeshown N. Y., May 


25, 50. Running time, 88 MINS, 

Dr. Jason pee csae Paul Henreid 
Muth LOVEring .. sccces Catherine McLeod 
7 ee ere Grace Coppin 
ae ere er ee Cecil Clovelly 
CURD. Levsbsbsvevevesses Anne Jackson 
‘i Perererererr ere ee eee ee Enid Pulver 
Fo ee ee eee er ee Anne Francis 
BRONORGS 6 oc tc sbedreess sve Rosita Moreno 


Localed in a girls’ reformatory, ' 


“So Young, So Bad” is a mediocre 


pictorial account of delinquent 
adolescents. Such a subject lends 
itself to strong exploitation, but 


the film misses out principally due 
to its reliane. on stock stir situa- 
and a lack of imaginative 


Thompson | 
Mickelsen 


scripting. 
as routine supporting fare. 

Relatively simple story by Jean 
Rouverol and Bernard Vorhaus 
‘who .also directed) could gain 
more speed and impact by judici- 
ous. scissoring of repetitious foot- 
age. Ill-treatment of inmates is 
particularly 
it's unnecessary to expand sadistic 
sequences when the point is al- 
ready established. 

Psychiatrist Paul Henreid. a cor- 
rection home staffer, tries to treat 
girls objectively and cure them by 
reasoning and occupational thera- 
py. Assistant superintendent Cath- 
erine McLeod cooperates, but war- 
den Cecil Clovelly and head ma- 
tron Grace Coppin prefer the use 
of rigid discipline. 

When a state board of inquiry 
investigates the institution’s inan- 
agement, Henreid succeeds in prov- 
ing his superior negligent, thanks 
to the testimony of two prisoners 
who refuse to be intimidated into 
suppressing evidence. Also thread- 
ed through the varn is a fight be- 
tween Miss McLeod and blonde 
inmate Anne Francis for Henreid’s 
romantic attentions. 

Henreid racks up a forthright 
performance as the psychiatrist. 
Miss McLeod is competent as his 
associate and _  wife-to-be. Miss 
Coppin is grimly proficient as the 
cruel matron. Clovelly is fair as 
the warden while Miss Francis 
stands out among the supporting 
players. : 

Vorhaus’ direction is uneven, and 
camerawork of Don Malkames rep- 
resents average lensing in _ fhis 
modest budgeter, which the Dan- 
ziger brothers produced in New 
York. Filmgoers incidentally, will 
find a strong resemblance between 
“So Young, So Bad” and Warners’ 
“Caged.” Several sequences are 
quite similar. Gilb. 


it's a Smali World 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, May 27. 


Eagle Lion release of Peter Scully pro- 
duction. Stars Paul Dale, Lorraine Miller, 
Will Geer, Nina Koshetz, Steve Brodie, 
Anne Sholter: features Todd Karns, Mar- 
garet Field, Shirley O. Mills. Directed by 
William Castte; original screenplay, Wil- 


liam Castle, Otto Schreiber; camera, Karl | 


Karl Hajos, Charles New- 
Peter Sullivan. Previewed 
Running time, 68 MINS. 


Harry Musk..... Paul Dale 


Struss: song, 
man: editor, 
May 26, ‘50. 


Buttons Sila b wie Lorraine Miller 
Weener WGK. vecveedess P Will Geer 
Se arr T Nina Koshetz 
RUE: A woke sae eees Steve Brodie 
Dolly Burke Anne Sholter 
Sam Todd Karns 


Margaret Field 
Shirley O. Mills 


Janie (16 years).... 
Susie (16 years)... 


Jackson Tom Brown Henry 
Dr. Brown Harry Harvey 
Farmer Paul E. Burns 


Jacqui Snyder 
Lora*Lee Michel 


‘It's a Small World” is a pro- 
grammer with the added value of 
an exploitable theme. It’s not a 
particularly imaginative produc- 
tion, dealing with the adjusiment 
problems of midgets, but idea is 
off-beat enough to rate it attention 
as more than just a secondary fea- 
ture in some plavdates. 

Plot posed in the original script 
by William Castle and Otto 
Schreiber concerns itself with the 
thought that the little people seek 
a normal place in the world and 
dislike the exhibitionism that is 
usually their lot. It takes a midget 
through a vouth filled with cruel 
playmates to young manhood and 
his first contact with the charac- 
ters that people a city. Footage 
shows his initial encounter with a 
bad woman, who leads him into 
crime, his break with that life and 
final adjustment when he goes 
with the-Cole Bros. cireus. 

Paul Dale, real-life Des Moines 
disk jockey and one of the little 
people, does quite well in the lead 
role. Only other midget in the 
cast is Anne Sholter. playing the 
circus charmer who wins Dale in 
the end. Dale has one song and 
sings it acceptably. It’s the title 
tune, cleffed by Karl Hajos, who 
also did the pic’s musical score, 
and Charles Newman. 

Will Geer gets over the role of 
Dale’s farmer-father, loving and 
kind but short on the psychological 
understanding of his son's prob- 
lems. Lorraine Miller is the side- 


Susie (8 vears).. 
Janie (8 years) 


walk tramp who lures Dale into 
crime, and Steve Brodie is her 
partner. Nina Koshetz. Todd 


Karns, a friend to the little man; 
Margaret Field, a femme friend: 
Shirley O. Mills and the others do 


Okay. 

Castle’s direction of the Peter 
Scully production is in keeping 
with the obvious story line. Pace 
is slow. Footage isn’t heavy on 
dialog, but principal characters 
break into too many giggles for the 
subject matter. Technical assists 
do well by the budget. Brog. 





India’s Pie Chief te U. S. 
Madras, Mav 30. 
S. K. Patil, chairman of Film 
Enquiry Committee, is undertak- 
ing world tour shortly to study film 
production and problems connected 
with it. 
He would visit Hollywood before 


submitting his report. 


As a result it emerges 


over-empLasized for 


——___ 


Over the Border 
Monogram release of Wallace Fox 
duction. Stars Johnny Mack Brown: 4 
tures Myron Healey, Marshall ‘Dhed, 
Wendy Waldron. Directed by Fox. Sent” 
play, J. Benton Cheney; camera, H..., 
Neumann; editor, John C. Fuller. At td 
York theatre, N. Y., dual, week of M > 
23, 50. Running time, 60 MINS si 
Johnny Mack... 
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TRADIOMAM . cccceicrics Bud Osborne 
Another in the Johnny Mack 
Brown series, “Over the Border” 


is a mediocre affair. Pic moves in 
a generally unenthused manner 
both from the production and act. 
ing standpoint. There’s also not 
enough action to overcome pat 
Situations and routine story. 
Unimaginative yarn has Brown 
proving Marshall Reed guilty of 
having played a part in the rob- 


-bery and murder of his uncle. 
Pierre Watkin, a Wells Fargo 
agent. In doing so Brown also une 


veils a plot, in which Reed has a 
hand, to smuggle silver across the 
Mexican border into the U. §. 
Reed, working with Myron Healey. 
respected merchant. tries io 
double-cross him, but ends up with 
a bullet in his back. However, 
Brown, suspecting Healey all along, 
finally gets the goods on him and 
the other members of his gang. 
The little riding, shooting and 
pugilism offered are done without 
much gusto. Brown, Healey, Reed 
and the rest of the cast turn in 
stock portrayals. Only femme in 
the proceedings, Wendy Waldron, 
doesn’t have much to do. Fox's di- 
rection and production are aver- 
age. Gros. 





Lucky Losers 
Hollywood, May 26. 
Monogram release of Jan Grippo pro- 
duction. Stars Leo Gorcey: features 
Huntz Hall, Hillary Brooke. Directed by 


William Beaudine. Screenplay, Charles 
R. Marion; camera, Marcel Le Picard; 
editors, Otho Lovering. William Austin, 
Reviewed May 26, 50. Running time, 
69 MINS. 

lee. SENT. occ eb eve en ceeds Leo Gorcey 
RE hoccckvecesuvawwen Huntz Hall 
CSO, Cirkcesensanaces Hillary Brooke 
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Tom Whitmey...cccecs Douglas Evans 
Carol Thurston Wendy Waldron 


Andrew Stone, IIl...... Glen Vernon 
2nd Conventioner...... 


David Thurston....... 


. Chester Clute 
.. Seimer Jackson 


Jan Grippo’s “Bowery Boys” se- 
ries gets a shot in the arm with 
“Lucky Losers,” which continues 
the exploits of Leo Gorcey and 
Huntz Hall. Current film carries 
a sounder plot than majority of 
series’ offerings, and stacks up as 
a go-getting second feature, lend- 
ing itself particularly well to ex- 
‘ ploitation. = 

Producer, aJso a magician, him- 
self is in for montage of crooked 
gambling expose scenes. Grippos 
hands in this sequence show ma- 
nipulations of card and dice sharks, 
exactly how they operate in cheat- 
ing suckers. Scenes can be play- 
ed up well for promotional pur- 
poses in selling film. f ; 

Gorcey and his pal get jobs in 
a gambling joint, upon former's 
hunch that suicide of his broker- 
boss wasn’t all that it appeared to 
be and that his death in some way 
has connection with gambling. 
Against this backdrop, theres 
plenty of comedy, of the particu- 
jar brand proffered by Gorcey and 
Hall, and melodrama. both combin- 
ing to build up legitimate plot. | 

Goreey handles his role in his 
customary efficient fashion, but 
should drop a bit of weight. Hall, 
too, delivers in his usual broad 
style. Among those standing out 
in prominent support are Hillary 
Brooke, glamorous comeon_ !n 
joint: Gabriel Dell, as television 
reporter who helps two principals 
break gambling ring; Lyle Talbot, 
gambling boss; Bernard Gorcey 
and William Benedict. ; 

Grippo displays high brand of 
showmanship with “Lucky, and 
William Beaudine’s direction |S 
firstrate. Script by Charles R. 
Marion is better than usual for se- 
ries. and camera work by Marcel 
Le Picard is okay. Whit. 


A Day in Congress 
(DOCUMENTARY SHORT) 


Washington, May 26. 


Instructional Films, Inc.,. ee ee: 
yy Eds 





Written. directed and produced 
ward W. Hullinger: camera. Luigi De A 
MeClintock. Run- 


velis: narration, Millei 
ning time, 18 MINS. 

Idea of this short is to get behind 
the headlines and to explain to the 
uninformed general public the rou- 
tine of operation in Congress an 
how a law is made from the timé 
| ‘Continued on page 16) 
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ADMISH-CUT R 


French, Italian Delegates See Their 
Product's Acceptance ‘Far Off in US. 


Despite the hopes of foreign film 
producers that their pictures would 
some day find a mass market in the 
U. S., they are now apparently con- 
vinced that that day is far in the 
future. That, at least, is the reac- 
tion. based on an intensive study 
of the American film market, of 
both Italian and French industry 
delegates, the first to be invited to 
the U. S. by the Motion Picture 


Assn, of America’s recenlty-formed | 


foreign films advisory unit. 

Trio of French representatives, 
who returned to Paris over the 
weekend after a four-week visit 
here, echoed the Italian delegate, 


Dr. Renato Gualino, in declaring | 
that. “with few exceptions, most | 
French pictures do not have the | 


eeneral appeal necessary for mass 
audiences in the U. S.” Trio, com- 


prising George Lourau, J. P. Fro- | 


cerais and Robert Cravenne, will 
consequently report back to the 
French industry on the need for 
e\panding the present market in 
American art houses. 

Frenchmen huddled with MPAA 
prez Eric Johnston, major com- 
pany execs and with Production 
Code Administrator Joseph I. 
Breen to ascertain methods of wid- 
ening the available audience. Spe- 
cial emphasis is to be placed on 
ballvhooing French product, for 
which purpose a French Film Fes- 
tival is being planned for New 
York in October or November. In 
addition, full publicity is to be fur- 
nished by Unifrance-Film, organi- 
zation 
ducers, to the International Motion 
Picture Organization in the U. S., 
which in turn will funnel it through 
the best sources for the widest pos- 
sible coverage. Trio will also .ad- 


vise Unifrance on their return of | 
the necessity to open a permanent | 


oifice in the U. S. 

In addition to concentrating on 
more art house playdates, the 
French delegates will also advise 
French producers to,try to sell new 
categories of French pix here, such 
as musicomedies, which have sel- 
dom found a market before in the 
UL. S. In addition, they noted the 
possibility of dubbing certain types 
of pictures to make them more ac- 
ceptable to general American audi- 
ences. These would be films with 
wider mass appeal than the general 
French product seen here, and in 
Which the visual elements are 
more important than the dialog. 
Frenchmen said this step would 
a\wait results of American bookings 
on “Fabriola,” French-Italian film 
now in production, which is to be 
dubbed for its American showings. 

During their stay 
Frenchmen also instituted negotia- 
tions for a uniform contract for the 


distribution of French films in the | 
; which will be 
studied by attorneys on both sides 
Atlantic before adoption, | 


U. S. Contract, 


of the 
Will still permit the French pro- 


ducers to work out separate deals | 


With Ameriean distribs. Trio, who 
plan to return to the U. S. in the 
tall to kick off the festival, said it 
has not yet been decided whether 


to stage it for the public or exclu- | 


sively for the trade. 


Sablon Refuses to Play 
Elderly Role for Metro 


Paris, May 30. 
Jean Sablon has turned down 
role of the French singer, of- 
fered him by Metro in the film, 
\n American in Paris,” 
ot the producer’s insistence that he 
portray an elderly, white-haired 
Man in the film. 
Sablon is now preparing a 
“World-wide concert and nightclub 
tour. Starting with a tour of 





French provinces, he will sing in_ 


Holland, Switzerland, Belgium, re- 


turning to Paris for a two-week | 


Stay at a yet undetermined night- 


Club. Then Sablon leaves for South | 
America where he will fill theatre | 
and club dates in Brazil, Argen- | 


tina, Peru, Chile and Colombia. He 
then returns to New York. Having 
lust’ finished 12 sides in Victor's 
Paris studios and two in London, 
Sablon will record in South Amer- 
‘can while he is there on tour. 


composed of French pro- | 


+ 





‘Babies’ Grainger’s 
3d Film at RKO 
Hollywood, May 30. 
Third production by Edmund 
| Grainger under his contract with 
| RKO will be “The Day They Gave 


| Babies Away,” based on a Cosmo- 


politan mag story by Dale Eunson. 


(program are “African Intrigue” 


(‘and “Flying Devil Dogs.” 


| 24 Defendants File 


Answers in Chicago 
Drive-In Trust Suit 


Chicago, May 390. 
Village of Skokie, Il., 21 of its 
officials, and two drive-in operators 
in nearby village of Morton Grove 





last week filed answers in Chi Fed- | 


eral district court to a complaint 
charging them with conspiracy and 
claiming $1,000,000 damages. 

| Suit was brought by Skokie 
‘Amus. Co., owned by Ray and 
| Jerry Marx, operators of the Times 
‘theatre, and the Trust Co. of Chi- 
‘cago two months ago. Plaintiffs 
charged a village ordinance ban- 
ning drive-ins, which was declared 
invalid in March, prevented them 
from building their proposed 
ozoner and therefore resulted in 
loss of business. 

Village’s appeal of the superior 
|court decision invalidating its antl- 
'drive-in law, incidentally, is be- 
|fore the Illinois supreme court, 
‘with first briefs due from Skokie 
in late August. 

Damage suit also charges Tom 
‘Flannery and N. S. Barger, along 
with Illinois Drive-in Theatre Co., 
with conspiracy with village offi- 


cials to prevent building of plain- | 
tiff’s proposed outdoor theatre. The ; 


| Drive-in, owned and operated by 
|Flannery and Barger, is located in 
|Morton Grove, about five miles 
‘from proposed site. Skokie is a 
‘fashionable suburb at Chicagos 
‘north cuy limits. 





First and second on the Grainger 





| 


‘OLE HOT SPELL 
—OLAbt 


| Resistance in a number of spots 


a 














throughout the country to price- | 


Slashing has been crumbling and a 


wave of cuts on boxoffice scales is | 


being widely predicted among ex- 
hibs. Epidemic nfay catch on 
when the first hot spell hits the 
| nation, circuit operators warn, par- 


| ticularly if the current stretch of | 


| dwindling attendance carries into 
| June. 
| a price war may be launched by 
| the weakening of one or more ex- 
| hibs in the city. 
In the eyes of many exhibs, the 
| summer stretch will be the first 
crucial test of whether the current 
| price structure can stand up. 
While there has been some weak- 
| ening of scales so far, no sharp dip 
| in prices has been registered since 
the end of the war. Public is 
price-conscious, exhibs concede, 
but the question is still bruited 
| whether a lopping of scales would 
mean any more coin to theatres in 
the long run. 
| Two potent chains this week 
| tossed bombsiells into their local 
| Situations by.ordering price slashes. 
In Los Angeles, 21 Fox-West Coast 
|; nabe houses cut their admission 
| tabs. At the same time, Fanchon 
| & Marco in St. Louis ordered cuts 
in three first-run deluxers, the Fox, 
Ambassador and St. Louis the- 
atres. In both situations, there is 


a strong likelihood of competitors | 


| following suit. 

In New York, Broadway first-run 
situation continues ticklish. Biz 
has been badly off for some time 
and the poser of price-cutting has 
been studied by a number of the- 


atre ops. Feeling on Times Square, | 


however, is that the Main Stem is 
a dating and out-of-town visitor 
spot, with price playing only a 
minor part in the current dol- 
drums. Those buying ducats on 


(Continued on page 14) 


ESISTANCE 


Nb oCALES 


In more than one quarter, | 





WANES 


H'wood’s Greatest Foreign Kick 





Finds 11 Films Lensing Overseas 


¢ By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 
| Busy Thesprod | Hollywood, May 30. 


Hollywood, May 30. | Hollywood currenily is embarked 
Martin Gabel, Broadway ac- |Upon greatest concentration of 
tor-director, signed producer filming in its 
contract with Columbia and is 
gandering scripts to select his 
first film-making venture. 
Meanwhile, he is playing a 
psychiatric role in ‘Fourteen 
Hours” under a one-picture 
deal at 20th-Fox. 





overseas history. 


Total of 11 films are now in vari- 
ous Stages of foreign production, a 
|figure never before simultaneously 
| reached. Six more roll abroad in 
June. At Jeast 13 will get under 
| way during the next few months, 
| with probability of others entering 
| scene. 

Many of these are to be financed 
partially or entirely with frozen 
|coin, but tendency is for more and 


Rossellini Gets Emmer 
As Director of ‘Eboli,’ | more be he ayer with fresh capi- 
. " ° }tal. Although there seems to be 
His First Production some divergence of thought insofar 


as economy of foreign production, 
Rome, May 30. majority are nainend that pie- 
Roberto Rossellini will turn pro-| tures can be made cheaper abroad. 
ducer for “Christ Stopped in| Number of producers, too. are in- 
Eboli,” which is in the planning | teresting foreign groups in paying 
stage at this time, with no definite | production freight. , 
information on the cast or starting Foreign plans are progressing 
date. Luciano Emmer will direct | despite attitude of Hollywood's 
for Rossellini. |erafts and unions, which are natu- 
Emmer, a young Italian director, | tally bitterly opposed to studios 
formerly in the documentary field,;and producers making pictures 
suddenly has become the busiest | away from film center. The more 
director around Rome. Last winter | films turned out outside the limits 
he made “One Sunday in August” | of Hollywood, the less revenue for 
and now he and Sergei Amidei dre | filmdom’s thousands who have 
preparing “Paris, Toujours Paris.” | worked all their lives in the indus- 
‘He is mulling an offer to direct a try, it’s pointed out. By engaging 
film in Spain. Emmer has worked |in production abroad, these thou- 
for Rossellini now, which may have | sands are deprived of a means of 
something to do with his rise. _| livelihood. 
ie | During the past 10 days no less 
|than five pictures thave started 
| abroad. These include Metro’s 
(@ | mammoth “Quo Vadis” in Rome, 
which, according to reports, may 

















. ’ . 
Pine’s Bally Swing 
Producer William Pine 
Thomas) takes his new thesper| ” , i Sine " 
find, Lalo Rios, on a swing through | : aie v hiapes 7 all-time high- 
seven cities early in June ahead of Tw oa * er tan * in cost. 
first openings of “The Lawless,” ok oe poh os The Mudlark 
Paramount pic in which Rios is | 2©*Ore cameras In London, Repub- 
BIN i|liec got away with “Torero in 
starred. Moxi Cit 
; ; Mexico City. 
Actor will be aging to the Republic also has an advance 
press, radio and exhibs by Pine. | ynit in Singapore. On this loca- 
tion. Howard Lydecker, head of 





Briefs From the Lots 


studio’s special effects department, 
is prepping background footage for 
“China Coast,” with Maj. Andrew 
Geer, author of piece, handling di- 
rection. Similarly, 20th-Fox has a 
camera unit in Cannes, for several 





here the | 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Jockey Gordon Glisson will make 


Milestone, Dassin As | ray bales fee 
Team for Indie Pix 2'two-recter about horse racing, to 


be produced by Gordon Hollings- 

_ _ Hollywood, May 30. | head at Warners... Mary Murphy 

New indie production company) cisned a term ticket at Paramount 
was organized here by Lewis Mile- | “Two Flags West” is the new 
stone and Jules Dassin, with twO| tag on “Trumpet to the Morn” at 
novels lined up for summer film- 20th-Fox.. Stanley Rubin and Curt 
ing. First is “Companion of the | Siodmak sold a screenplay, “Yetta- 
Left Hand,” by George Tabori, tO} tura,” to Cital Films of Paris... 
be produced in Italy. Second is Albert Sharpe plays Sarah Church- 
“The Short Cut,” by Ennio Flaians. | ill’s father in “Royal Wedding” at 
Currently Milestone is directing Metro. . . Oscar Millard’s writer 
“Halls of Montezuma” for 20th- contract renewed by yo ghd 
Fox and Dassin will soon start di- Frank Lovejoy’s first role unde 


recting “Half an Angel’ on the 





“Breakthrough.” ... Frank Griffin 


his new Warners pact will be in| 


‘“M” ...Ed Gross rounded up suf- 
ficient Canadian coin to finance his 
forthcoming “Sergeant and Mrs. 
Mike” ... Sol Lesser took “Har- 
ness Bull” off the shelf for sum- 
mer production First Metro 
picture to be produced in England 
this year is “Calling Bulldog Drum- 
mond,” starring Walter Pidgeon 
Orville Fouse closed a deal 
with the California Forestry Divi- 
sion to make 12 shorts on the dan- 
gers of forest fires. 

| Burton Lane and E. Y. Harburg 
| will do the score for Metro’s forth- 
| coming musical, “Huckleberry 
| Finn,” to be produced by Arthur 
Freed ... Chester Erskine with- 
drew from partnership with A. 
Pam Blumenthal and Howard 


weeks of filming backgrounds for 
Danny Kaye starrer, “On the Rivi- 
era.” Company originally planned 
to make entire picture in France, 
but nixed idea when budget was 
worked out. 
Lenses Around Globe 

Presently lensing abroad, too, 
jare Albert Lewin’s “Pandora and 
\the Flying Deitchman,” now in 
| Spain, and Joseph Kaufman's “I'll 
|Get You for This,” in Italy. Arthur 
Loew’s “Teresa” also is doing 
| Italian backgrounds, although pic- 
iture will be finished in New York. 
Warners, with most of “Captain 
| Horatio Hornblower” completed in 
London, is still doing pick-up shots 
in England. “An American Guer- 





because | 


same lot. 





‘Trio Asks $75,000 
In Theatre Bias Suit 


Philadelphia, May 30. 

Damages of $75,000 were de- 
manded in U. S. district court here 
by three Negroes arrested last Jan- 
uary, following their refusal to sit 
in the so-called Negro section of a 
film house in Oxford, Pa. f 

Violation of the Pennsylvania 
‘anti-discrimination laws and the 
equal rights guarantees of the Fed- 
eral Constitution were claimed by 
Luther Manning and Archibald 
Seales, of New York, and Vernell 
Dieudonne, of Louisiana, who were 
arrested for disorderly conduct and 
later discharged by Oxford police. 
Damages of $30,000 are sought 
from Joseph G. Crow! owner 
the Oxford theatre, and $45,000 
from policemen H. J. Johnson and 


'makes his screen bow in Colum- | 


_bia’s “Lightning Guns... Debra 
| Paget, Howard da Silva, Robert 


Keith and Robert Wagner joined | 


the “Fourteen Hours” cast at 20th- 
Fox. 


Harry Carey's widow, Olive, 
‘drew a role in “The Man He 
Found” at RKO... Warners add- 


ed “Career Girl” to the production 
program of Louis F. Edelman, cur- 


rently working on “The West) 
Point Story,” “Four Chaplains” 
and “Operation Pacific’... First 


Metro picture for Greer Garson, 
after her six-month vacation, will 
be “After All I Did,” to be pro- 
duced by Voldemar Vetluguin... 
Jeff Corey signed for “Man on 
the Ledge” at 20th-Fox ... Pete 
Smith’s second short in his series 
on public safety will be “Bandage 
Bait,” filmed in collaboration with 
the U. S. Department of Labor... 
Arthur Freed reverted to his old 
trade and teamed up with Harry 
Warren and turned out a new song, 


| Welsch in Fidelity Pictures... rilla in the Philippines” will be 
Walter Colmes and Bill Martin washed up by 20th-Fox within the 
formed te indie unit to produce next week in that part of the 
ng Am ge pe PF sge world. Same company has an- 
| sais in “Mrs O'Malley ond Mr other camera unit in Tokvo, for 
Ssione” af Metee . . Weed Seen, scenes to be used in “Call Me Mis- 
non’s director contract renewed for ter. ' 

a year by Republic ... King Vidor | Ken McEldowney and Jean Re- 
will produce “The Miracle of Car- noir are now en route to London 
denrigg” in Scotland and Wales from Calcutta, where they recent- 
with British financing ... Edmund !y completed their Oriental-Inter- 
Grainger’s second production for national production of “The River.” 
RKO will be “Flying Devil Dogs,” | Pair will cut film in British capital, 
a tale of the Marines. where daily rushes were sent from 

Frank Taylor will produce “The India to Technicolor lab. 

Case of the Journeying Boy,” a Coming month stacks up impres- 
sea mystery, at Metro... Richard , sively. Production. will tee off in 
Maibaum bought screen rights to (Cc : : ene 
“The Life of Maryla Jonas” for in- vanes S Sone TS 
die production William 
Dieterle will produce and direct 
two pictures for the AND Studios 
in Turkey Richard Barron 
joined the “Mr. and Miss Anony- 
mous” cast at Paramount... . Rita 





Reed to Indonesia To 
Prep for Korda Film 


London, May 30. 
Producer-director Caro! Reed 


Townsend P. Cox, » | “Singing in the Sun,” to be intro- 
‘duced in his Metro production, 
'“Pagan Love Song.” 





Coast Theatres Reopen 

Hollywood, May 39. (turn of Jesse James,” John Ire- 

Loew’s State and Egyptian thea- ‘land, Hugh O’Brien and Tom 

tres reopen June 3 with “Annle | Noonan, swing over to Metro for 

Get Your Gun,” deal being set be- | “Vengeance Valley” . os Jean Ruth 

/ tween United Artists Theatres and drew a key — in a yo 

tr soffice | Stranger” at Paramount... Henry 

| nag = cage renal May 19 in @ Storm makes his film eo 
| product fight with Metro. ‘tective in Seymour 





Three thesps in Lippert’s “Re- | 


Hayworth’s younger brother, Edu- 
ardo Cansino, Jr., makes his film 
bow 4n Republic’s “Torero.” 

Faith Domergue signed a new 
player ticket at RKO Elliott 
Reid drew the male lead in RKO’s 
“The Man He Found”... Start of 
“Tomahawk” makes a total o 
eight UI features in production 
. - e Leo’ Productions 


\ (Continued on page 55) 


borrowed | 


planed for Indonesia over the week- 
end in preparation for his next 
film stint, adaptation of Joseph 
Conrad’s “An Outcast of the Is- 
lands.”” Reed will survey locations 
‘in Malaya, Sumatra and Java. He 
is also on the lookout for a native 
girl to play opposite three stars vet 
to be named. 

Film is being lensed for Sir Alex- 
tander Korda, 
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Time Magazine reports “Cheaper 
by the Dozen” and “Wabash Av- 
enue” among the 5 movies “fans 
paid most to see during April.” 
No other company can 
make that statement: 
And no other company can keep 








it up with such a succession of 


hitsas: THE GUNFIGHTER 
NIGHT AND THE CITY 
THE BIG LIFT - THE BLACK 
ROSE technicolor © WHERE THE 
SIDEWALK ENDS - LOVE 
THAT BRUTE - A TICKET 
TO TOMAHAW K eteehnicotor 
BROKEN ARROW vechnicolor 
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Chi Sings Blues But ‘Redhead’ Trim 
$12,000; ‘Champagne’ Lively at $4,500, 
Colt’ Dreary 86, ‘Lift’ Only $18,000 


Chicago, May 30 
Even 


Loop this week. 
slow, and of six new bills, only 
two are better than fair. 





+. 
v 


the combination of Me-| 
morial Day weekend and a flock! 
ot new bills won't boost biz in the | 
Business looms | 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
| ported herewith from the vari- 
| ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
| without the 20° tax. Distribu- 


“Reformer and Redhead” is) ce 
nani neat $12,000 at United| ‘'0"S,Share on net take. when 
Artists and “Champagne for| playin;, percentage, hence the 


Caesar” is nice $4.500 at the 625- | 
Other new entries are | 


Loop. 
“JLeaS' “Big 
Horace Heidt 


seal Ps 
Hangover” with 
amateur winners in 


person at Chicago is sluggish $41.- | 
“Cargo to Capetown” is drab | 


000 
$7.000 at Grand. “Colt .45” and 
“Backfire” combo is dreary $8,000 
at Roosevelt. Biggest disappoint- 
ment of all is “Big Lift,” diminu- 
tive $18,000 at Woods. 

“Samson and Delilah” is in 
seventh session on advanced ad- 
missions at State-Lake, and _ is 
steady $10,000. “Rosie O’Grady” 
with Fran Warren topping stage- 
show is slow $30,000 in second 
Oriental week. 

Kstimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
‘Big Hangover” (M-G) with 
Horace Heidt amateur winners on- 
stage. Dreary $35,000. Last week, 
“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) with 
Gracie Barrie onstage (2d wk), 
$27,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) — 
“Rocket Ship” (U) and “Mars At- 
tacks World” (U) (reissues). 
day juve trade should draw 
$6,000. Last week, 
Wall” (M-G), $5,000. 

Grand (RKO) 
“Cargo To Capetown” (Col). 
$7,000. 
Again” 
Rode” 


neat 


Dull 


(U) and “When Daltons 
(U) (reissues), $6,000. 


Loop (Telenews) (625; 98) — 
“Champagne for Caesar” (UA). 
Nice $4,500. Last week, “Red 
Shoes” (EL) (7th wk), $7,000. 


Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98) — 
“Rosie O’Grady” (WB? with Fran 
Warren and Johnny Desmond in 
person. (29d wk). Slow $30,000. 
Last week, $39,000. 


Palace ‘RKO? (2,500; 50-98) — 
“Here Come Co-Eds” (U) and 
Gypsy Wildcat” (U) (reissues). 


Droopy $7,000. Last week, ‘““Wagon- 
master” (RKO) and “Customs 
Agent” (Col), $8,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98) 
—'‘Colt .45” (WB) and “Backfire” 
(WB). Dim $8,000. Last week, 
“Baron of Arizona” (Lip) and 
“Western Pacific Agent” (Lip), 
$10,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 74 
$1.20) — “Samson and _ Delilah” 
(Par) (7th wk). 
advanced tariff. 
$13,000. : 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98) — “Reformer and Redhead” 
(M-G). Tidy $12,000. Last week, 
“Please Believe Me” (M-G), $8,000. 

Woods (‘Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 
“Big Lift” (20th). Very slow $18,- 
000. Last week, “No Sad Songs” 
(Col) (2d wk), $11,000: 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Faust 
and Devil” (Col) (3d wk). 
$3,800. Last week, $4,000. 


Tenahauk’ Veith 116 
In Light Prov.; ‘Songs’ 


Last week, 





Last week, ‘‘Destry Rides | 


|75)—“Big Lift” (20th). 


| 


Holi: | 
“Shadow on, 


(1,500; 50-98) —. 


estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however. as indicated, 
Include the U S. amusement 
tax 








Bachelor’ -Vaude 


Fancy 206, Cincy 


Cincinnati, May 30. 
Only bright spot on front line 
this round is the RKO flagship Al- 
bee where vaude bill ups “Father 
Is Bachelor” to one of best marks 
for some time. Other houses are 


flush with new bills, but holiday 
weekend help is negligible. Be- 
sides seasonal opposish from 


amusement parks and opening of 
racing meet at River Downs, ““Hop- 
along” Bill Boyd with Cole Bros. 
Circus is lurjng juve play to huge 
Cincy Garden in five-day stand. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-85)— 
“Father Is Bachelor’ (Col) plus 
vaude. Stageshow, first here for 


weeks, a builder-upper for pleas- 
ing $20,000. Last week. “No Sad 
Songs” 
75¢e scale. 
Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
Moderate 
Last week, “Ma, Pa Ket- 


(U) (2d wk), nice 


$8,000. 
tle to Town” 
$7,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1400; 55-75)— 
“Colt .45” (WB). Oke $8,000. Last 
week, “Quicksand” (UA), 
$5,000. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75\—"Three Came Home” (20th). 
All right $7.000. Last week, “‘Kid 
From Texas” (U), ditto. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Johnny Eager” (M-G) and “Blos- 
soms in Dust” (M-G) (reissues). 
Last week, “Damned 


Light $4,000. 
| Don’t Cry” (WB) (m. o.), about 
same. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Secret Fury’ (RKO). Mild $8 


Steady $10,000 at) 


500 in 6 days. Last week, “Big 


| Hangover” (M-G), fairish $9,000. 


Trim 


Shubert (Mid-States) (2,100; 55- 
75)—‘‘Ma, Pa Kettle to Town” (U). 
Moveover for third main stem sesh. 
Limp $4,500. Last week, “Dear 
Wife” (Par) (m. o.), same. 


LIFT’ STOUT $11,000 
IN SLUGGISH PORT. 


Portland, Ore., May 30. 
Name opposition attractions and 
hot weather are cutting into the 





boxoffice this week. “Johnny Holi- 


Sad 8G, ‘Robinson’ Same 


Providence, May 30. 

Prospects are for a light holiday 
week hereabouts with all stands 
below even average biz. However, 
rain Monday (29) helped. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Wagonmaster” (RKO) and “Gol- 
den Twenties” (RKO). Opened 
Tuesday (30). Last week, “One 
Way Street” (U) and “I Was Shop- 
lifter’ (U), so-so $9,000 in 6-day 
Stand. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Ticket to Tomahawk” (20th) and 
Destination Bighouse”’ (Rep'. 
Fairly steady $11,000. Last week, 
“Rosie O'Grady” (WB) and 
“Women From _ Headquarters” 
(Rep), nifty $16,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
56) —‘Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) 
and “Boy From Indiana” (EL). 
Poor $8,v00. Last week, “Kid 


“Twilight 


day” looks good while “Big Lift” 
shapes fairly nice. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1.830; 50-85) 
—‘Johnny Holiday” (UA) and 
Sierra’ (Rep). Good 
$6,000. Lact week, “Stage Fright” 
(WB) and “Harbor Missing Men’ 
(Rep), solid $11,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Cheaper By Dozen” (20th) an 
“Palomino” (Col) (m.o.). Fine an 
{ TB) 


500. Last week, “Barricade” 
and “Tyrant of Sea” (Col), same. 
Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 


85)\—“Big Lift” (20th) and “Father 
Is Bachelor” (Col), day-date with 
Orpheum. Oke $4.000 or less. Last 
week, “Rosie O’Grady” (20th) and 
“Live By Night” (RKO), good 
$5,000. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 
85)—"'Big Litt” (20th) and “Father 
Is Bachelor” 


Solid $7.000. Last week, “Cheaper 


By Dozen” (20th) and “Palomino” | 


From Texas” (U) and “Undertow” | (Col), (3d wk). Big $7,200. 


(U', $7,000. 


_._ State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
‘Big Hangover” (M-G) and “Be-| 


Ware of Blondie” (Col). So-so $13,- 
5900. Last week, “Shadow on Wall” 
‘M-G) and “Johnny Eager” 
issue), $11,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-| S 
(Par). | 85)—“Outriders 


65! — “Eagle and Hawk” 
Opened Monday (29). 





(re- | 


Last week, | 000. 
“No Sad Songs” (Col), thin $8,000. ' Redhead” (M-G) (2d wk), 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 


| $8,000. Last week, “Rosie O'Grady” 
(20th) and “Live By Night” (RKO), 


/excellent $9,500. ss 
Ini Artists (Parker) (890; 50- 
eetOU (M-G). Mild $6,- 
“Reformer and 
$5,000, 


Last week, 


(Col), so-so $9,500 at 53-| 


weak | 


and | 


(Col, also Oriental. | 


50-85)—"“Eagle and Hawk” (Par), 
and “Lucky Losers” (Mono). Fair | 


Indpls. Way Off ; ‘Wabash’ 
| Thin $9,000, ‘Umpire’ 8G 


Indianapolis, Ma® 30. 
| It’s a sad song this week a 
'first-run houses here. Speedway 
‘fans who can sit and look at 
Gable all afternoon ‘he’s on loca- 
tion there) aren't going to pix 
| shows. “Wabash Avenue,” at In- 
diana, is week's leader, but at a 
paltry figure. “Kill the Umpire,” 
at Loew's, is 20° below 
| biz there. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800: 
| 44-65) — “Buccaneer’s Girl” (U) 
}and “Outside Wall” (U). Measly 
| $6,500. Last week, “Rosie 
|OC’Grady” (WB) and “Call of 
Forest” (Lip), fair $8,500. 
| Indiana (G-C) (3,300: 44-65)— 
| “*‘Wabash Avenue” (20th) and 
|“Apache Chief” (Lip). Slow 
$9,000. Last week, “Eagle and 
Hawk” (Par) and “Jiggs, Maggie 
Out West” (Mono), $7,500. 
Loew’s (Loew's! (2,427; 44-65)— 
“Kill the Umpire” (Col) and “For- 


| tunes of Capt. Blood” (Col). Slug- 
igish $8,000. Last week, “Big 


| Hangover” (M-C) and “Tyrant of 

| Sea” (Col), modest $9,500. 

| Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“Kid 

| From Texas” (U) and “West of 
Wyoming” (Mono'. So-so $5,000. 
Last week, “Singing Guns” (Rep) 
and “House by River” (Rep), dim 

' $3,500. 





‘Father’ Mighty 


| 


$30,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, May 30. 

| Brisk weather that cut down the 
size of the seashore exodus com- 
| bined with the long Memorial Day 
'weekend to hypo film biz here. 
,/Two of the new entries broke ex- 
iceptionally fast, ‘Father of Bride” 
|town’s topper at the Boyd, and 
“The Gunfighter,” which packed 
'real action at~the Fox. 

“Jackie Robinson Story” is dis- 
}appointing at the Earle but “The 
| Secret Fury” teed off smartly at 
the Randolph. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Aldine 





(WB) (1,303; 50-99) — 
'“Congolaise” (FC). Mild $7,500. 
Last week “Baron of Arizona” 
(Lip), $6,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) — 
“Father of Bride” (M-G). Mighty 
| $30,000. Last week, “Damned 
Don’t Cry” (WB) (4th wk', smart 
$11,000. 
| Earle (WB) (2.700; 50-99) — 
|“Jackie Robinson Story” (EL). 
| Failing to score at $12,500. Last 


week, “Ma, Pa Kettle to Town” 


'(U), $9,000. 

| Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Gun- 
|fighter” (20th). Blazing $27,000. 
|Last week, “Ticxet to Tomahawk” 
/ (20th), $19,000. 

| Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
/99)—"‘No Man of Own” (Par) (2d 
wk). Okay $12,000 for last 10 days 
|after nice $14,000 getaway. 

| Karlton (Goldman: (1,000; 50- 
99\—“‘Shadow on Wall” (M-G) 
\(2d wk). Fair $4,500 after $6,000 
|for opener. 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99) —. 


“Eagle ang Hawk” (Par). Grounded 
at $18,000. Last week, “No Sad 
Songs” (Col) (2d wk), $14,000. 


| Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—“‘Secret Fury” (RKO). Good 
| $17,000. Last week, “Reformer 
and Redhead” (M-G), $13,000 in 
10 days. 

Stanley (WB: (2.950; 50-99) — 


“Colt .45” (WB) (2d wk), oke $13,- 
000 after mild $20,000 for initial 


week. 
| Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
“—D. O. A.” (UA) (2d wk). Down 


to $6,000. Last week, fair $9,000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 


“Cinderella” (RKO) (10th wk). 
Holiday help may extend run. 
Looks $6,500 after last week's 


$6,300. 


‘COLT’ FIRM $11,000 IN 
SEATTLE; ‘HANGOVER’ 76 


Seattle, May 30. 
The holiday is not helping the 
boxoffice here much, and the out- 
door weather is a real handicap. 





“Big Hangover” shapes fair and 
i“Colt .45” looms nice at the Or- 
pheum. Vaude and “Barricade” 


looks big at Palomar. 
Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 
59-84)—“Kiss for Corliss” (UA) and 
“Dangerous Venture” (UA). Pulled 
after slow $3,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, “D.O.A.” (UA) and “Square 
Dance Katy” (Mono), poor $5,300. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
59-84)—“3 Came Home” (20th) and 
“Mystery at Burlesque” (Mono) (2d 
|wk). Fair $6,000 after oke $8,200 


last week. 
| Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
'— ‘Singing Guns” (Rep) and 


(Continued on page 16) 


average | 


- And Emerson Big 


Bway Spotty; ‘Brute-Caesar-Coca 


806, ‘Rocketship 


High 236, Hangover -Herman Fair 456 


Despite Memorial Day weekend, 
| holiday crowds and four_new bills, | 
Broadway first-run business con- 
tinues very spotty this 
There are some very bright spots, 
but there are also too many disap- 
pointing ones to make an overall 
strong picture for the holiday ses- 
sion, 

The weather was highly favor-| 
able on crucial days, but theatres 


were not helped by the split-up 
weekend which saw Monday (29) 
with schools open and most busi- 


ness establishments operating as 
usual. Also the ideal outdoor tem- 
peratures Saturday (27) hurt, this 
being refiected by an unusually 
strong Sunday, the following day. 

Best bet 
appears to be “Love That Brute,” 
with strong assist from Sid Caesar, 
,Imogene Coca and Faye Emerson 
heading stage layout at the Roxy. 
Looks to reach sturdy $80,000, one 
of bigger recent sessions at this 
|house. “Rocketship X-M” also is 
|proving outstandingly strong with 
$23,000 or close at the Criterion, 


| best at this spot in many weeks. 
“Big Hangover,” with Woody 
Herman band, Bili Farrell, Gene 


Baylos is fairly 
the Capitol, but way under hopes 
for a holiday week. This, too, is 
disappointing, since the many out- 
of-towners in N. Y. this stanza are 
flocking to stagefilm houses, with 
straight-film spots mostly suffering. 
“Kill the Umpire” is in this latter 
category, with dim $10,000 for first 
week at the Rivoli. Same situation 
appears to be hurting ‘Annie Get 
Your Gun,” 
000 or less in second week, 
but way off from initial session. 
Musie Hall continues the money 


big 


and attendance champ in second. 
week with “Father of Bride’ and 
stageshow. With long lines both 


Sunday and Monday, and with yes- | 


terday’s (Tues.) trade starting out 
the same way, it likely will hit 
smash $152,000 for initial holdover 
frame, better than opening week. 


“In a Lonely Place,” with Frankie | 
Laine topping stage bill, is another | 


winner, holding to big $70,000 in 
second stanza at the Paramount. 
This wins it a third round. ‘Rob- 
inson Story” seemingly is suffering 
along with other © straight-film 
houses, being down to about $17,- 
000 in second round at the Astor, 
a sharp drop from initial week, 

Second week of “Caged,” with 
Xavier Cugat band and revue, is 
comparatively bigger than opening 
round at Strand. It will hit $34,000. 
First holdover 
cn Wall’ and anni vaude bill at 
Palace is holding in great shape 
at $25,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) | 


—‘‘Robinson Story” (EL) (3d wk). 


Second round ended Monday (29) | 
fell back in surprising manner with | 


$17,000, still good, but an abrupt 
drop from nice $25,600 of opening 


week. Stays on. 
Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (84th 


wk). Extra matinees this session 
expected to pull this up to sturdy 
$8,000 or close after $7,000 last 
round. Continues. 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) | 


—‘‘Big Hangover” (M-G) plus 
Woody Herman orch, Bill Farrell, 
Gene Baylos onstage. Doing only 
fair $45,000 or less. 
one week. In ahead, “Champagne 
for Caesar’ (UA) and George Ol- 
sen orch, Georgia Gibbs (2d wk), 
$24,000. 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) | 


—‘‘Rocketship X-M” (Lip). Prov- 
ing surprisingly strong with $23,- 
000, one of best initial sessions at 
/house in many weeks. Holds, nat- 
urally. Last week, “D.O.A.” (UA) 
(4th wk-6 days), $7,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—"“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (8th 
wk). Holiday weekend helping to 
lift this to solid $12,000 after $11,- 
000 last round. “Singing Guns” 
Rep) opens Saturday (3). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Johnny Holiday” (UA) (3d wk- 


4 days). Second frame ended Mon-. 


day (29) sagged to about $7,000 
after dim $10,500 opener. “Reck 
Island Trail’ (Rep) opens Satur- 
day (3). 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20'— 
“Shadow on Wall” (M-G) plus 
vaude headed by Belle’ Baker, 
Smith & Dale, Cliff Edwards, Bill 
Callahan (2d wk). Holdover of 
vaude anni bil _ still strong at 
$25,000 or over. First was smash 
$31.000, new high here under cur- 
rent policy. 

(3,664; 55- 


Paramount (Par) 


$1.50\—“‘In a Lonely Place” (Col) | 


Elliot. Law- 
Second 


with Frankie Laine, 
irence orch (3d-final wk), 


session. | 


among the newcomers | 


good $45,000 at} 


which is down to $39,- | 


Holds only | 


session ended last night (Tues.) 
holding to big $70,000 after sock 
$80,000 opener. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—‘‘Adam and Evalyn” (U) (3d wk). 
Third frame ending today (Wed.) 
is okay $4,000 after fine $5,000 
for second round. ‘“‘Rocking Horse 
| Winner” (U) opens June 8. 

Radio City Music Hall 
fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40 
ot Bride” (M-G' and 
(2d wk) doliday crowds are 
really flocking to the Hall and 
will boost this to great $152,000 
or over which betters _ initial 
week’s sock $150,000. Holds at 
least four weeks and may run 
longer based on present strength. 

Rialto ‘Mage) (594: 44-98) — 
|““Congolaise” (FC) (2d wk'. Hold- 
|ing to okay $8,000 after nice $11,- 
| 500 opener. 
| Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.50)—“‘Kill the Umpire” (Col), 
Pushed in hurriedly last Saturday 
(27) when “The Capture” (RKO) 
fell apart. “Umpire” also is dying 
| with $10,000 or less probable, even 
with help from Memorial Day 
| weekend crowds. Last week, 
\“Capture” was $10,500. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“Love That Brute” (20th) with 
| stageshow headed by Sid Caesar, 


(Rocke- 
—‘Father 
stageshow 


| 


'Faye Emerson, Imogene Coca. 
| Climbing to sturdy $80,000 or 
'close, taking house out of dol- 


| drums. Holds. In ahead, “Ticket 
ito Tomahawk” (20th) with Ken 
|Murray and his TV revue, landed 
only $48,000 and held to single 
/week because of slow trade. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
-~“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Initial holdover stanza, ended last 
night (Tues.), slipped to $39,000, 
still very big, after $54,000 open- 
ing round. Stays on indef. 

Strand (WB) (2,776; 55-$2) — 
“Caged” (WB), with Xavier Cugat 
orch and revue topping stageshow 
(2d wk). Holding very well, with 
|nice $34,000 or near after $38,000 
opening week. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50'— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (30th wk). 
Landed okay $4,000 in 29th session 
ended Monday (29) after $4,300 in 
previous round. “Winslow Boy” 
(EL) replaces June 6. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50\—"‘Third Man” (SRO) (17th 
wk). Perking up scmewhat to land 
fine $12,000 or near after $12.500 
last round. Continues for about a 
month longer. 


K.C. Dull But ‘Comanche’ 
Good $13,000; ‘Eagle’ 10G 
‘Hangover’ Limp $11,000 


Kansas City, May 30. 

Film grosses will be helped 
somewhat by the Tuesday holiday, 
but otherwise takes along theatre 
row will be very = ordinary. 
Missouri is having good session 
with “Barricade” helped out by 
“Dancing Feet” revue onstage. 
“Big Hangover” at Midland is slim 
while “Eagle and Hawk” at Para- 
mount is about average. Fox Mid- 
west first-run trio, with “Coman- 
che Territory,” is over average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest: ‘820; 45- 
| 65\—"‘Raiders of Desert’ (Indie) 
and “Legion Lost Flyers” (Indie) 
(reissues). Pleasing $3,500. Last 
week, “Paris Bombshell!” (Indie) 
and “Burma Canyon” (Indie! (re- 
|issues), same. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 25-85) — 
“Red Shoes” ‘EL) returns to same 
house where ran at $2.40 top, and 
fine $2,500 is likely at pop scale. 
Last week, “Devil in Flesh” (Indie! 
(3d wk), nice $1,500 at 75c scale. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘Big Hangover” ‘(M-G) = and 
“Side Street” (M-G). Slim $11,000. 
Last week, “No Sad Songs” (Col) 
and “Beauty on Parade’ (Col), 
$9,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 55-741 — 
“Barricade” (WB) and “Hidden 
Room” (EL) with Paul Pagano’s 
“Dancing Feet” juvenile revue on- 





frame of “Shadow | 


stage. Good $11,000. Last week, 
“Damned Don't Cry” (WB) and 
“Riders of the Range” (RKO), 
$8,500. 

Paramount (United Par’ (1,900; 
45-65\—“‘Eagle and Hawk” (Par'. 
Average $10,000. Last week, “No 
Man of Own” (Par), $8,500. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 


Midwest) (2.100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—"Big Lift” (20th). Opens today 
(Tues.) Last week, “Comanche 
Territory” (U), hit $13,000, topping 
average for slow town’s best take. 
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Hub Continues Low; ‘Robinson’ Neat 


$13,000; Colt’ Fair 176, Fury’ Oke 166 


Boston, May 30. 
General level still mild around 


town with upped holiday prices not | 


too much help. “Secret Fury” at 
Memorial looks oke with “Damned 
Don’t Cry” at Met and “Colt .45” 
at Paramount and Fenway about 
average. “Jackie Robinson Story” 
at Pilgrim with p.a. of star Satur- 
day (27) looks trim. “No Sad ‘Songs 
for Me” at Astor is not bad in 
second stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
*No Sad Songs” (Col) (2d wk) 
Holding to about $12,000 after oke 
$15,000 for first. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
“Comanche Territory” (U) and 
“Tabu” (Indie). Fair $14,000. Last 
week, “Destination Tokyo” and 
God’ Ts Co-Pilot” (WB) (reissues), 
$13.000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Colt .45” (WB) and “Everybody's 
Dancin’ ” (Lip). Fairish $5,000. Last 
week, “D.O.A.” (UA) and “Young 
Daniel Boone” (Mono), $6,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500: 40-85)— 
“Secret Fury’ (RKO) and “Mule 
Train” (Col). Not so slow $16,000. 
Last week, “Fortunes Capt. Blood” 
iCol) and “Captive Girl’ (Col), 
$15,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4, 367: 40-85) 
— ‘Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) and 
“Blue Grass of Kentucky” (Mono). 
About average $18,000. Last week. 
“Big Lift” (20th) and “Jiggs, Mag- 
gie Out West” (Mono), $17,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) and 
“Please Believe Me” (M-G). Opened 
Saturday (27). Last week, “Big 
Hangover” (M-G) and “Customs 
Agent” (Col), $22,000 for 9 davs. 

Paramount (NET) (1.700; 40-85) 

“Colt .45” (WB) and ‘Every- 
body’s Dancin’” (Lip). Fair $12.- 
000. Last week, “D.O.A.” (UA) and 
“Young Daniel Boone” (Mono), 
okav $13.000. 

Pilgram (ATC) (1,700; 35-85)— 
“Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) and 
“Federal Man”. Neat $13,000. Last 
week, subsequent run. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) and 
“Please Believe Me” (M-G). Open- 
ed Saturday (27). Last week, “Big 
Hangover” (M-G) and ‘Customs 
Agent” (Col), nice $13,500 for 9 
davs. 


‘Rocketship’ Lofty 196, 
Frisco; ‘Comanche’ Fast 


$17,000, ‘Redhead’ 156 


San Francisco, May 30. 

Biz in general is off this week. 
and first-run theatres are suffering 
as much as other lines. Batch of 
holdovers also is no help. Most of 
these holdover pix are sagging 
sharply. Despite this, “Rocketship 
X-M" is fine at the Paramount 
and ‘Comanche Territorv” shapes 
sturdy at Orpheum. “Reformer 
and Redhead” is rated pleasing at 
Warfield. “City Lights’ still is 
bright in second week at two band- 
box houses. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60- 
85) — “Tarzan and Slave Girl” 
(RKO) and “Golden Twenties” 
(RKO). Thin $10,000 in 6 davs. 
Last week. “Shadow on Wall” 
(M-G) and “Kill or Be Killed” (EL) 
sad $11,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)— 
“Cheaper By Dozen” (20th) (2d 
wk). Droppved to $16,500. Last 
week, big $27,000. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2.656: 60-85) 
—‘Reformer and Redhead” (M-G). 
Pleasing $15,000. Last week, 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d wk), 
nice $17.000 at $1.40 top. 

Paramount (Par) (2.646; 60-85)— 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and “Op- 
eration Haylift” (Lip). Fine $19 
000 or over. Last week, “Eagle 
and Hawk” (Par), $18,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)\— 
“Captain Carey” (Par) (2d_ wk). 
Okav $10,000. Last week, husky 
$15.000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85'\—“Comanche’ Territory’ (U) 
and “David Harding. Counterspy”’ 
Col), Sturdy $17,000 or near. 
Last week “No Sad Songs” (Col) 
and “Beauty on Parade” (Col), 
only $11,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast’ (1.- 
207; 55-85) — “Great Rupert” 
(EL). Okay $8,500. Last week. 
“Champagne for Caesar” (UA) (3d 
wk’. $5,000 in 6 days. 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (2d 
wk. Hefty $4,500. Last week, 
sock $5,000. 





Uarkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)—_ 


“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (2d 
wk’. Strong: $4,000, Last week, 
bolY $5.300. 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


{Based on 23 cities, 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ: 


Total ‘ines Same Week 


(Based on 23 cities and 195 


Kettles Smash 
$71,000, Denver 





"G lass Mountain” each loom nice. 


" ‘Setbienabat for This Week 
(1.400: 35-74) 
a, Pa Kettle to T (0 


Broadway (Wolfberg) 
74\—"Outriders”’ 


fourth week 
(Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70) 
—‘‘Foolish Heart’ (RKO) (2d wk), 


Nice $12,000. Last week. $10,500. 


day-date with Esquire. 


.). poor $10,000 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘Big 


also Denver. Mild $2,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 35-74)— 
Believe Me” 


nice $14,000 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 35-74)— 
a, Pa Kettle to “ 


Vogue (Wolfberg) (600; 


Nice $3.000, 
week, $2,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Ma. 
Pa Kettle to Town” 
J). also Aladdin, Para- 


Dance Katy” (Mono), 





‘O’Grady’ Leads Mont’, 
Passable 16G, ‘Skin’ 10G 


Montreal, May 30 
pix theatres are slow 


shapes as best 


Estimates for This Week 


“Beyond Forest” 
(C ontinued on page 16) 


Det. Still Slow; ‘Umpire’ Okay $15,000, 
Colt NSG 186, ‘Hangover’ Thin 106 


et sent here since 
Chrysler strike took all the dough. 
The Fox expects only sad et 


Brighter is the prospect for 
Umpire” at the Palms. 


aan’ ‘in the eles 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 


ground at $23, 000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4, 000; 
70-95)—“‘Colt .45 
ware . Blondie” (Col). Slow $18.- 
_ “Champagne for 
“Great Plane’ 
, drab $10,500. 


Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95!—*Kill 


‘Guns’ Modest $10,000 In 


Toronto; ‘Woman’ 12G 
Toronto, May 30. 
Fine weather is hurting business, | 


with such new product as “Toma- | 


hawk” and “Woman of Distinction” 
doing less than expected. General 
situation is ranging from light to 
just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Danferth, Fairlawn, Humber 
(Rank) (1,330; 1,165; 1,201; 38-77)— 
“Three Came Home” (20th). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Diamond 
City” (EL), same. 

Downtown, Glendaie, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 694: 
33-57)—' ‘Singing Guns” (Rep) and 
“Mutineers” (Col). Light $10,000 
Last week, “Outside Wall” (U) and 
“Hollywood Varieties” (EL), $10.- 
500 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) ‘1,180; 1.- 
140: 38-67 )—“‘Live By Night” 
(RKO) and “Golden Twenties” 
(RKO) (2d wk). So-so $6,500 aiter 
last week’s $10,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,357; 46-77)— 
“Tight Little Island” (U) (9th wk) 
Holding nicely at $5,000 atter last 
week's $6,500 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59)— 
“Ticket Tomahawk” ¢: 20th), Okay 
$10.000. Last week, “After Mid- 
night” (Par) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 38-67)— 
“Reformer and Redhead” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Poor $5,500 after last week’s 
fair $7,000. ; 

Nortown, University (FP) (959: 
1.556: 38-67)—"Stage Fright” (WB) 
(2d wk). Okay $10,000 after last 
week's good $14,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2.390; 48-$1.15)— 
“Women of Distinction” (Col). Sat- 
isfactery $12,000. Last week, 
“Rocking Horse Winner” (EL), fair 
$10,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67)—Big 
Lift’ (20th). Fair $8,500. Last 
week. “No Man of Own” (Par) (2d 
wk), $8,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2.743; 42-75)— 
“Comanche Territory” (U). So-so 
$5.500. Last week, “One Way 
Street’ (U), $4,500. 


‘Caged Stalwart 
$15,000 Tops Butt 


Buffalo, May 30. 
Pickings are very slim this ses- 
sion, with only “Caged” dceing well. 
It is rousing at the Center, way 
ahead of other new pix. “Big 
Hangover” is especially disappoint- 
ing at the Buffalo. 
YOOM SIQL JOJ SazyeuMnsy 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70\— 
“Big Hangover’ * (M-G) and “Hidden 
Room” (EL). Slim $10,000 or less. 
Last week, “Ticket Tomahawk” 
(20th) and “Shadow On Wall” 
(M-G), $10,200. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 





“No Man Of Own” (Par) and) 


“Pacific Agent” (Indie). Fairly 


good $12,500. Last week, “Capt. | 
Carey” (Par) and “Rimfire” (Lip), ' 


$11,500. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70 — 
“Caged” (WB). Rousing $15,000. 
Last week. “Damned Don’t Cry” 
(WB) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Lafayette (Basil’s) (3,000; 40-70) 


Harding, Counterspy” (Col). Only 
$9,000 or bit over. Last week, “D. 
O.A.” (UA) and “Beauty On Pa- 
rade”’ (Col), $9,500. 


70)\—“‘Gun Crazy” (UA) and “Jiggs, 
Maggie Out West” (Mono). Yanked 


after 3 days, and got drab $2,500. | 
| week, “Woman in Hiding’ (U) and | 


Last week, “Jackie Robinson Story” 
(EL) and “Boy From _ Indiana” 


_| CEL), $9,000. 





Umpire” (Col) and ‘‘Captain 


For first time in many years, the’ Blood” (Col). Best of lot at okay 
ee Memorial Day weekend will 
biz out of its lethargy 
e the 100-day long 


$15,000. Last week, “D.O.A.” (UA) 
and “Girl San Lorenzo” (UA), 
$10,000. 


United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 


95)\—“‘No Man of Own” (Par) and 
“David Harding Counterspy” (Col) 
(2d wk). Weak $8,000. Last 
week, $13,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — 
“Big Hangover” (M-G). Thin $10,- 
000. Last week, “Back Bataan” 
(RKO) and “Marine Raiders” 
(RKO) (reissues), $7,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Please Believe Me” (M-G). So-so 
$8.000, Last week, “Nancy To Rio” 
(M-G) $5,000 in second week. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95\—"Cry of Werewolf” (Col) and 
“Soul of Monster” (Col) (reissues). 
Sad $5,000. Last week, “Outrid- 
ers’ (M-G) and “Shadows” on 
Wall” (M-G) (2d wk), $4,000. 


LA. Perks; ‘3d Man’ Rugged $46,000, 


Rocketship’ Flashy 326, ‘Eagle’ Fat 
$75,000, ‘Colt Clean 34G, ‘Sierra’ 206 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


This Week $550,000 
‘Based on 17 theatres.) 
Last Year $567,500 


(Based on baicdl theatres. ) 





‘Comanche’ Lusty 


$15,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, May 30. 


3iz at mainstemmers is taking a 
slight upturn with the Decoration 
Day holiday helping despite new 
opposition of night horse racing 
near here and launching of open- 
air amateur bouts at 60c_ top. 
“Comanche Territory” holds a 
slight edge over “Reformer and 
Redhead” for top coin. “No Man 


of Own” is oKav. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60)— 
“No Man Her Own” (Par) and 
“Vicious Years” (FC). Okay $13,- 
000. Last week, “Three Came 
Home” (20th) and “Big Lift” (20th), 


$9.500. 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60'\—‘Coman- 
che Territory” (U) and “Was a 


Shoplifter’” (U). Good $15,000. Last 


week “Capt. Carey” (Par) and 
“State Penitentiary” (Col), fair 


311,500. 


Loew's (Loew) (3,172: 50-75) — 
“Reformer and Redhead” (M-G) 


and “Side Street’ (M-G). Neat 
$14,000. Last week “Annie Get 


Gun” (M-G) (3d wk), good $12,000. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60) — 


“The Sundowners” (EL) and 


“Golden Gloves Story” (EL). Fair 
$12,500. Last week, “Damned 
| Don’t Cry” (WB) and “The Tar- 
inished” (Rep), mild $10,000. 





‘KETTLES’ BRIGHT IN 


OMAHA WITH $14,000 


Omaha, May 30. 


“Pa and Ma Kettle Go To Town” 
is away out in front this week for 
nifty total at the Orpheum. This 


in spite of baseball, track and 
amusement park opposition. “‘Red- 


head and Reformer” is a dis- 


appointment at the Paramount. 
Brandeis looms okay with “Kill the 
Umpire” and “Golden Twenties.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,006: 16- 
65)\—‘Pa. Ma Kettle To Town” (U) 
and “Western Pacific Agent” (Lip). 
| Rousing $14,000. Last week. 
“Please Believe Me” (M-G) and 
| Horace Heidt unit onstage, ~ big 


Y’' | $24.000 at 20-80c. scale. 
—‘Kill Umpire” (Col) and “David |* ; 7 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65'— 
“Kill Umpire” (Col) and “Golden 
Twenties” (RKO). Okay $6,500. 
Last week, “Damned Don’t Cry” 


_ |(WB) and “Holiday Havana’ (Col), 
Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40-| 


solid $8,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘Backfire”’ (WB) and “Rough- 
shod” (Ww B). Light $8,000. Last | 


\“Fighting Stallion” (EL), $8,400. 


— 


Los Angeles, May 30. 

Local deluxers are getting only a 
slight lift from the Memorial Day 
holiday. Several new bills are 
pleasing but none is smash. Nice 
$46,000 is expected for “Third 
Man” in five theatres. “Colt .45” 
looms neat $34,000 or near in three 
sites 

“Rocketship” is heading for fine 
$32,000 in four houses. mostly 
small, while “Eagle and Hawk” is 
rated perky $25,000 in two 
“Sierra” shapes mild $20,000 in 
five locations. “No Sad Songs” 
looks okay $17,000 in five days of 
second week in two spots. 


Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097: 2.- 


1048: 1,719; 1,248: 2,296: 60-$1) — 


“Third Man” (SRO). Nice $46,000 
Last week, “Ticket Tomahawk” 
(20th) and “Father Makes Good” 


(Mono), $32,700. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,756; 2,344: 60-$1)— 
“Colt .45” (WB). Neat $34,000 or 
near. Last week, “Damned Don’t 
Cry” (WB) (3d wk), good $23,900 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
890; 2.812; 50-$1)—“No Sad Songs” 
(Col) and “Counterspy” (Col) (2d 
wk). Oke $17,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, good $27,000. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 


;}mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) 


— “Eagle and Hawk” (Par) and 
“Destination Big House” (Rep). 
Perky $25,000. Last week, ‘No 
Man of Own” (Par) and “Twilight 
Sierras” (Rep) (L.A. only) (2d wk), 
$14,000, and above hopes. 
Orpheum, Forum, Beverly Hills, 
Hawaii (Metropolitan) (2,210; 2,100: 


834; 1,106; 50-$1) — ‘“Rocketship 
X-M” (Lip) | and “Everybody's 
Dancin’ (Lip). Launches new 


firstrun unit, replacing old Music 
Hall group. Nice $32,000. Last 
week, Orpheum, with “Hamlet” (U) 
(2d wk-10 days), $10,700. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 


11.370; 885; 1,145; 60-$1)—‘“Sierra”’ 
'(U) and “Lucky Losers” (Mono) 


Mild $20,000. Last week, “Tarzan 
and Slave Girl” (RKO) and “Gold- 
en Twenties” (RKO), $21,000. 

Four Star (UA) (900: 60-$1) — 
“Pagliacci” (Indie) and “Cavalleria 
Rusticana” (Indie). Mild $2,500 
Last week, “Champagne for Cae- 
sar” (UA) (2d wk-9 days) (m.o.), 
$3,000. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679: 60-$1\— 
“Astonished Heart” (U) (2d. wk), 
Near $2,500. Last week, fine $3,900, 





Mpls. Very Dismal With 


‘Redhead’ Lean $11,000; 
‘Eagle’ Anemic at $8,000 


Minneapolis, May 30. 

Biz continues in the doldrums, 
slump being worse than seasonal 
and of long duration. There's 
nothing much in the incoming 
majer tare, either, to put real zip 
into the boxoffice. Strongest of 
new entries, “Reformer and the 
Redhead” leads the parade at Radio 
City but it’ s mild. Other new pix 
ee “Eagle and the Hawk,” 

ated anemic, and “Wagon- 


cabeheer’ * described as modest. With 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16-| favorable weather for a change, 


65) — “Reformer and Redhead” 

(M-G). Rave reviews but mild $9.- 
500 is all. Last week, “Red Shoes” 

(EL), good $11,000. 


State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65\—_ 
“Blossoms in Dust” (M-G) and| 
“Johnny Eager” (M-G) (reissues'. | 


Tall $4.200. Last week‘ Nancy to 
Rio” (M-G) (3d wk) and “Madonna 
ef Desert” (Rep), $4,500. 





Cleve. Sags; ‘Hangover’ 


Aces, 12G; ‘Songs’ 46, 3d. 


Cleveland, May 30. 
Night games of Cleveland Indians 
here and Jack Benny troupe's ap- 


| pearance at civie auditorium Sun- 


day (28) are clipping first-runners 


on main stem. Weekend hegiras to, 


amusement parks or cottages are 
even more damaging to exhibs. 


“Big Hangover” at State is in the 
'front but has only typical summer 


gross. “Quicksand” at Hipp is very 
dull. “Annie Get Your Gun” on 
fourth Stillman lap is slipping into 
the wallows that all tilted-priced 
products encounter in this area. 
Estimates for this Week 
Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70'— 
“Gun Crazy” (UA) and “Four Days 
(Continued on page 16) 


‘the weekend took many prospective 


theatre customers to lake resorts 


| for Decoration Day holidays. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Please -Believe Me” (M-G). Light 


$4,000. Last week, “Paid in Full” 
' (Par), $5,000. 


Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70i\—“Big 


Lift” (20th) (m.o.). Here after very 


moderate Radio City initial stanza. 
Still staggering at $4,500. Last 
es ‘Black Hand” (M-G), wobbly 


$5.0 


Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-70:'— 
“Reformer and Redhead” (M-G). 
Slight $11,000. Last week, “Big 
Lift” (20th), mild $12,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70'\—"Wagonmaster” (RKO). Very 


dim $8,500. Last week, “Damned 
| Don’t Cry” (WB), light $8,500. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70:'— 


“Tarzan and Slave Girl” (RKO). 


Poor $6,000. Last week, “Barri- 


cade” (WB), light $6,000. 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-70'\—“‘Eagle 


and Hawk” (Par). Mild at $8,000. 
Last week, “Mrs. Mike” (UA), 
$6.000. 


World (Mann) (400; 50-85) — 


\“Bieycle Thief’ (Indie) (2d wk), 

Word-of-mouth helping this one. 
_Good $3,000 after neat $3,500 first 
canto. 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 


TRY 








ated 


— Te eee Sere eT 
oe 











SYMBOLS ' 





CLASS OF SERVICE 


‘ ; DL =Day Letter 


pa 


This is a full-rate 





Tel gram or ¢ able. = NL = Nigh: Letter 
tam nies ts Ce- & ——— 
erred character - \ LC = Deferred Cable 
lL. PTT } \ — eine 
rmbol ahove or Pe y 5 NLT =Cable Night Letcer 
1 above Be Pe, 





W P MARSHALL. PRESIDENT ~, 





Ship Radiogtam 7 





tut 


SY.BUA446 47NL BUFFALO NY 24 


JACK L WARNER 
WARNER BROS STUDIO 
BURBANK CALIF 


wu ip the date hne on telegrams: and day letters is STANUARD TIME at point of origin. Time of rece:zpt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 


CONGRATULATIONS WARNER BROTHERS YOU HAVE ANOTHER 


WINNER IN "CAGED" WHICH OPENED TODAY TO RECORD 
CROWDS. EVEN ATTRACTING THEM FROM ACROSS BORDER 


IN CANADA IN DROVES. AUDIENCE REACTION EXCELLENT. 


WE'RE BACK IN BUSINESS. +--+ SHOW BUSINESS THAT 


REGARDS = JAMES H ESHELMAN 


DISTRICT MANAGER 
BUFFALO PARAMOUNT CORP 














mat ELEA N 0 R P AR KE R H OPE EMERSON BETTY @ mE: ie STERLING 
PRODUCED BY WRITTEN BY VIRGINIA KELLOGG AND BERNARD C. SCHOENFELD DIRECTED BY 


JERRY WALD MUSIC BY MAX STEINER JOHN CROMWELL 


IS. 

















~~ 


do 


1)- 
tir 
$2 
Ri 


an 
pe 
thi 
To 


me 





: 
P 
4 
’ 


Bay cs FemeMieN BOLT 





°h 


; 
f 








‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 13 





Passion Play Preview Draws 500 
News Reps; $2,000,000 Gross Expected 


By JOSEF ISRAELS lif 


Oberammergau, May 23. 

The Oberammergau Passion Play | 
opened with a preview for Euro-| 
pean and overseas press plus al 
long Jist of VIPs to fill the 5,200- | 
seat theatre in this mountain town 
which will be the locale of the! 
world’s biggest show biz enterprise 
from now until September. Thirty- 
five performances of the Passion 
Play are skedded on a twice-a-week 


basic program from May 21 to 
Sept. 24. Others will be added as 
demand grows Village fathers 
ind tourist offices figure that will 
probably mean at least another 10 


shows of the 71-hour play which 
puts 1.700 villagers on the stage. 
Since tickets are sold principally 
on inclusive deals, bringing the 
customers to Oberammergau the 
day before show and sending them 
iwav after a day’s additional sight- 
seeing and souvenir-buying, the 
town is figuring to entertain 400,- 
000 or more guests. It hopes they 
will leave upwards of $2,000,000 
behind. Idea is for the play itself, 
a very expensive project despite 
negligible salaries to players, to 
break even. The tourist biz, 
beds 
theatre seats, 
carvings, post’ cards and 


libretto books, wood 
cuckoo 


> 


3 Completed This Year, 
Ealing Plans 4 New Pix 


Londor, May 23. 
While production activity by 
|companies within the Rank orbit 
iare being slowed down 
studios has announced four new 
subjects for production following 
‘the completion of three this year 





and the one that is in work. Next 
two pix to go on the floor will be 
“Lavender Hill Mob” and “Pool 


of London,” to be followed by 
*Man in the White Suit.” 


“Lavender” is an original by 


T. E. B. Clarke, author of ‘Pass- 
port to Pimlico.” Charles Crich- 
ton is to direct. 

In addition to the three pix 


named, Ealing is prepping a pro- 
‘duction in East Africa to be made 
by Harry Watt, whose last two 
‘screen efforts were in Australia. 


Mex-Made Pix 
Must for Exhibs 





meals, | 
rent of seat cushions for hard | 


clocks should get the town really | 


off the nut and repay the 1,500,000- 


mark loan ($300,000) put up by the | 
Bavarian government to help the; 


town paint up and modernize the 
play for the year’s showings, first 
since 1934. 

Usual Confusion for Preem 

Opening performance was staged 
with the customary confusion re- 
sulting from inexperienced press 
agents trying to handle some 500 
newsmen and photogs from dozens 
of countries. VIPs, including U.S 
High Commissioner McCloy, Brit- 
ish High Commissioner Robertson 
and German President and Chan- 
cellor Heuss and Adenauer were 
moved in and out of town with a 
maximum of siren blowing, escort- 
ed bv white-hatted Bavarian cops 

Neither press nor visiting brass 
agreed with the local idea _ that 
the best seats were at the rear of 
the vast, hangar-like theatre where 
the stage looked like home plate as 
seen from centerfield bleachers at 
the Yankee Stadium. Less-favcred 
guests, seated down front, saw the 
show a lot better. But Adenauer 
and McCloy both had opportunity | 
to sleep through long, = dull, 
stretches unobserved. 

Biggest Oberammergau flop oc- 
curred over arrangements for still | 
aud newsreel pix coverage of the | 
opening. Frankfurt U. S. army, 
press center, which helped in allo- | 
cating and delivering ducats to ac- 
credited correspondents, disclaimed | 
any part in the local ruling that no | 
pix could be taken during perform- 
ance. On Sunday before opening. 
the costumed cast was made avail- 
able on the stage for exactly one- 


half hour, without artificial light. 
Some 200 cameramen appeared. 
Light was totally inadequate for 


movies. And still men were un- 
mercifully pushed around and re- 
fused cooperation when asking for 
special poses. 

The real reason appeared only, 
later, when it was revealed that , 
the Oberammergau people had al- | 
ready had a thorough photo job, 
done by a Munich cameraman. 
These were first offered at 15,000 


l)-inarks on an exclusive basis. and | 


finally bought by AP for about 


$2.500 only 


gart magazine had been sold the 
same coverage. Many lensers on: 
the spot. including Life crew. 


Which had orders to make a fancy | 


color coverage, wanted to pack up 
and scram at this point. But Euro- 
pean photogs wouldn't go along on 
this. and the Yanks had to stay on 
to cover VIP opening in order to 
meet competish. 
To Sell Pic, TV Rights 

Understood that the Oberammer- 
sau community, although always 
turning down film offers for their 
Whole show im previous years, have 
now offered pix and video rights 
lov $400,000. Some U. S. pro- 
ducers are said to be negotiating 
iov assurance that if teey pay this_ 
amount they could have real coop- | 


_*ration in getting the whole works 


on film, It would obviously make 
' splendid TV series, probably at 
least 26 episodes which could be 
used with narration for strong re-| 
Sulls. Both theatrical and religious 


'elease would offer substantial po- | 
ential film income 


*more houses will 


to find that a Stuft-) 


Mexico City, May 30. 

Long anticipated move of the 
Mexican government in forcing ex- 
hibitors to screen native product 
‘became a reality last week when 
‘Jesus Castillo Lopez, director of 
the Ministry of the Interior’s cine- 
matographic supervision depart- 


ment, handed down such a decree. 
|His ukase is in accordance with 


President Miguel Aleman’s recent- 
jly eneacted cinematographic law. 

Regulation states that communi- 
ties which have only one theatre 
must exhibit six programs of all- 
Mexican films, either all shorts or 
a feature, every 13 weeks, in addi- 
tion to screening native pix Sun- 
days. Communities with two or 
be advised later 
by the department as to the num- 


iber of all-Mexican programs they 
must show during each 13-week 
period. 


Lopez warned exhibs that they 
will be fined and otherwise penal- 
ized if they fail to obey the 
mandate. Theatremen, he added, 


who can’t comply due to the short- 


age of Mexicane films or other 
reasons must 
‘the department. Trade circles here 
expected that forced exhibition 
|would embrace at least six months 


of a year’s playing time. 


BRIT. TV WINS FIGHT 
FOR SPORTS EVENTS 


London, May 30. 





promise deal between sporting 
promoters and British TV authori- 
ties, 100 sporting events will be 
featured on the London and Mid- 
|land services during the next few 
months. These will include 20 
| major events. Deal was set at a 
series of talks between Postmaster 
General Ness Edwards and sports 
‘chiefs, who included Frank S. 
‘Gentle. veepee of Assn. of Protec- 
tion of Copyright in Sport. 

During the experimental period 
a thorough survey will be made of 
receipts to determine future policy. 
If there is a serious drop in admis- 
sions, sports chiefs will ask for a 
substantial copyright protection 
before allowing continuance ot 
telecasting. 


Scotland Pix Biz Off, 





Ask Admish Tax Relief 


Glasgow. May 23. 

Cinema-going in Scotland is off. 
especially in poorer areas. Exhibi- 
tors say that many patrons now go 
for the cheaper seats. Prices are 
generally lower in Scotland than 
in England. In some industrial 
districts attendance is off nearly 
50° < 

A ‘deputation from the Scottish 
branch of Cinematograph Exhibi- 
tors Assn, has discussed the prob- 


lem with Scottish members of 
parliament. They asked that 
amendments be made on the 


finance bill to abolish the tax on 
the cheaper seats and making re- 
; ductions on others. 


Ealing | 


immediately notify | 


As.a result of a temporary com- 


Brit. ‘Annie’ Lead Signs 
| For French TV Films 


London, May 30. 


Dolores Gray, who recently com- | 


pleted her three years run playing 
the name lead in “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” has been inked for a series 
of television films to be lensed in 
' Paris. Promoting the project is 
John Nasht, who, two months ago, 
made 13 “Cafe Continental” shorts 
based on the famous British video 
‘feature for U. S. distribution. 

The new series also will be for 
exclusive American. distribution. 
Script and casting conferences are 
now being held and the series 
should start rolling by next month. 





‘Ivory Tower, ‘Trick’ Not 
Sure of London. Runs; 
‘Excellency’ Looms Big 


London, May 30. 

Three plays, two in the political 
vein, had West End openings last 
week. “His Excellency,” a con- 
troversial political drama by Doro- 
thy and Campbell Christie, opened 
at the Princess theatre May 23 and 
was received with great enthusi- 
asm. Produced by the London 
Mask Theatre, it offers a _ high 
standard of acting with Eric Port- 
' man superb as a former miner who 
wouid improve conditions as Co- 


lonial Governor. Because in a 
large theatre, some of the tense 
dialog is inaudible. Has even 


chance on own merits and popu- 
larity of Portman. 

Charles Cochran’s first non-mu- 
sical production in 10 years, 
Ivory Tower,” opened at the 
Vaudeville Friday (26). Presented 
by Cochran in association with 
Anthony Vivian, play dealing with 


the death of Jan Masaryk, Czecho- | 


Slovakian president, is patchily ex- 


citing. Pedestrian action and un- 
happy political theme appear a 
likely bar to its success. Written 


by William Templeton and directed 
by Michael Macowan, play made 
its bow after touring the provinces 
for six weeks. Francis Lister, 
heading the cast, turns in a bril- 
liant performance, but play’s dra- 
matic denouement is marred by 
the leisurely manner in which the 
tale is unfolded. 

Play was warmly received by an 
unusually lethargic audience. 
Among the others in the cast are 
Hugh McDermott, Mary Hinton 
and Michael Sheepley. 

“The Hat Trick,” by Thomas 
Browne, which bowed at Duke of 

| York’s Thursday (25), marks the 
return of Gladys Cooper to the 
legit scene in a scientillating per- 
formance as.a mother who uses 
her guile to check some domestic 
crises. 

Play is thin and inconsequential, 
and its chances will depend on 
Miss Cooper’s performance. Basil 
Sydney is not too happily cast in 
the male lead of this new Henry 
Sherek production. 





Roger-Ferdinand Honored Again 
Paris, May 30. 

For the fifth time running, 
' Roger-Ferdinand has been elected 
prexy of the Societe des Auteurs 
et Compositeurs Dramatiques. 

Other officers elected include 
Raoul Praxy and Andre Mouezy- 
Kon, Maurice Yvain and Valentin 
Tarault, veepees, and Rene Bastien 
treasurer. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, May 30. 


“Background,” Westminster (2). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (57). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty's (59). 


“Castle Air,” Savoy (25). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (4). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (31). 
“Excellencey,” Princess (1). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (25). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (34). 
“Green Bay Tree,” Plavh’se (6). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (74). 
“Hat Trick,” Yorke’s (1). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (70). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duch. (3). 
“Home at Seven,” W’ham (12). 
“Ivory Tower,” Vaude (1). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (37). 
“Knights Madness,” Vic. Pal. (11). 
“Lady Misland,” St. Mart. (18). 
“Latin Qt. 1950,” Casino (11). 
“Madam Tic Tac” W'nt'r Gard. (3) 
“Mr. Gillie,” Garrick (12). 
“Oklahoma!” Stull (156). 

“On Mon. Next,” Comedy (22). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Giobe (18). 
“Sauce Piquante,” C’mbr’ge (5). 
“Sireetear,” Aldwych (34). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (103). 
“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (37). 
“Venus Obs’ved,” St. James (19). 
“Way Things Go,” Phoenix (13). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (162). 





‘Icecapades’ Looks Set 


For Summer London Run 


London, May 30. 

“Ieecapades of 1950" made Eu- 
ropean debut at Empress Hall, 
May 25, being presented by Claude 
Langdon and staged by John H 
Harris. The dazzling aggregation 
won tumultuous reception from a 
mammoth audience which showed 
appreciation of the beautiful 
tumes as well as the grace 
skill of the 150 skaters. 

Specialty performers were 
Matthews, Loeb & Sullivan, 


cCoOs- 
and 


Jeane 


Thes- 


lof & Hulten, Piller & Curtin, 
Shirley Winter, Yvonne Broders, 
Kook, Kay & Kall, Buddy La- 
Londe, Arthur Nelles, Bobby Har- 
ris, Phil Taylor, Baker & Taylor, 


Margaret Field, Garrett & Murphy, 
Pat Matthews, James Wright, 
Chuckie Stein and Jimmy Law- 
rence. Innovation was Snow White 
and Dwarfs. ballet, which will ap- 
peal to youngsters. Likely prove 
major summer attraction. 


Madrid Conclave 
Tabs U.S. Pix Tops 


. Madrid, May 23. 

The principal thing that has 
emerged clearly from the second 
convention of Spanish-language 
film toppers, artists, cinema crix 
and writers held here is the ac- 
knowlegement that Hollywood pix 
dominate in Latino countries 
Statistics brought to light are im- 
pressive not so much because they 
revealed tacts that everybody in 
the industry knew but because 
how other product shapes up in 
comparison. 

The percentage of U.S. pix 
shown in 17 Latino countries last 
vear is 55% for Spain; 63.5 for 
Argentina; 55, Mexico; 68. Bolivia; 
85, Columbia; 76, Cuba; 70. Hon- 
duras; 90, Nicaragua; 80, Panama: 
72, Peru; and 52%, Venezuela. 





“The | 


Productions made in Spanish- 
language studios do not fare so 
well in Spanish countries in gen- 


eral or even in Spain, Argentine 
and Mexico where production is 
greatest. 


The reason given for Mexico's 
exporting to the two other Latino 
countries more pix than it imports 
is the influence of American tech- 


+ 


Argentine Tightens Up Pix Production 
Coin; Show Biz Chief to 0.0. Loans 


Buenos Aires, May 23. 


Argentina pix production con- 
tinues to boom but there is a ten- 
dency to tighten up on coin. Bank 
credits for film producers only will 
be granted after an okay by Dr. 
Claudio Martinez Payva, Entertain- 
ment Board director. His approval 
will depend on whether the sturv 
and talent picked warrant the in- 
vestment. 

Lumiton Studios is 
mainly because of 
through on schedule 
pany has not 


flourishing 
rushing its pix 
The com- 
yet made use of anys 
of the credits of up to 60° of 
production costs which the gov- 
ernment banks allow local produc- 
ers. The Lumiton Studios, whose 
new prexy, Dr. Nestor Maciel 
Crespo, still is in jail charged with 
embezzling the company’s majority 
stock, finished its last financial 
year with $66,000 product, an un- 
usual feat for an Argentina studio. 
Until Crespo took over, Lumiton 
films were good moneymakers but 
rather weak on quality. 

Comedian Luis Sandrini may di- 
rect one of his own films for In- 


| ter-Americana, with Pitigrilli writ- 
|ing him a screenplay. 


' ductions, 


‘Is another 


nicians and commercial organiza- | 


tion, American producing methods 
and the fact that Mexican studios 
‘modeled on Hollywood lines. They 
also use American equipment. 

Another breakdown reveals the 
number of feature films exhibited 
in Spanish countries from 1946 to 
1949. Hollywood pix are more than 
double all the product from all 
other countries. Argentine exibited 
156 pix of her own: 191 Spanish 
and Mexican; 1,151 from Holly- 
wood and 341 from other countries. 
Mexico showed 316 of its own pix; 
127 from Argentine and Spain; 716 
from Hollywood and 156 from other 
countries. Spain exhibited 139 pix 
produced in Spanish studios: 149 
from Argentine and Mexico 
studios; 530 from Hollywood and 
'173 from other countries, 


New Welles’ Paris Play 
Blasts H’wood Methods 


| Paris, May °30. 

Doing a hideaway in Versailles. 
Orson Welles is rehearsing the two 
plays he is going to author and 
act at the Edouard VII. One is 
a Welles’ version of Marlowe's 
“Faustus” retitled “Time Runs.” 
with some Shakespeare lines 
thrown in. 

The other play, “The Unthink- 
ing Lobster” is a strong take-off 
on Hollywood, with characters 
easily identified. Welles will portray 
a Rossellini-type character who 
plans to make a film of a saint’s 
life. He hires as extras the inmates 
of a cripple’s home, and a secre- 
tarv. who has miraculous healing 
powers. Producers are pictured 
competing for the purchase of in- 
ane stories. Everything in the play 
is framed so as likely not to en- 
dear Welles with Hollywood any 
more than at present, 

The show. is to be presented by 
Georges Beaume, manager of the 
Pleiades Company. 





| how 


Three of the Bolivar Films pro- 
produced in Venezuela 
with mostly Argentine players and 
technicians, are now ready for re- 
lease over here. These are “El 
Demonio es un Angel,” “Yo Quiero 
una Mujer Asi” and “La Balandra 
Isabel.” Actor-producer Juan Car- 
los Thorry is awaiting the public’s 
verdict on these. In the meantime 
another Venezuelan production 
set-up, Civenca, is busy signing up 
Argentine talent for production in 
Caracas. Civenca is being organ- 
ized by Romulo Gallegos, an ex- 
president of Venezuela. Argen- 
tine director Juan Corona already 
has been signed for this studio, 
and tango singer Agustin Irusta 
Argentine dickering 
with Civenca. 

Sifa, an independent studio, cur- 
rently is making a picture about 
Juan Miguel Fangio, the ace Ar- 
gentine automobile racer, who has 
recently won in nearly all the Eu- 
ropean racing meets. Arman- 
do Bo, the producer, and director 
Roman Vinoly Barreto are Eu- 
rope-bound to shoot scenes with 
Fangio on the European tracks. 

Director Daniel Tinayre, who 
did the prize-winning “Danza de 
Fuego” for Emelco, is due to make 
a picture in Mexico this year, with 
_- wife, Mirtha Legrand, in the 
ead. 


‘DRUNKARD’ TO SYDNEY 
WITH OVERRIPE EGGS 


Sydney, May #7. 


Oldtime tearjerker, “The Drunk- 
ard,”’ bows into the ’ r, Sydney, 





Tatle 
about May 20 for a run under the 
Roy Darling management. Local 
cast of around 22 players will work 
in the show on a cooperative basis 
by arrangement with Actors’ 
Equity. It’s the first time this 
union has given the greenlight to 
such a setup. 

Reps in the foyer will sell (also 
on a cooperative basis) vegetables 
and overripe eggs to the payees to 
throw at the players, depending 
long the supply lasts, plus 
whether there'll be sufficient 
payees to keep the show, and the 
vegetables going. It is the first 
time such an idea has been worked 
in this zone. 


Tatler, under Darling's manage- 


ment, plans to run with pix, vaude 
and legit. He's still plenty in the 
red. Willson Irving is producing 


“The Drunkard.” 


Edinburgh’s Film Festival 


Edinburgh, May 23. 

In keeping with the aims of the 
International Film Festival, to be 
held here this fall, a number of 
specialized films dealing with art, 
science and medicine will be 
shown. Purpose of the festival is 
to offer an opportunity for the con- 
sideration and assessment of the 
principles and methods being used 
throughout the world by _ the 
makers of documentary, experimen- 
tal and realistic films. 

A number of world preems are 
also scheduled for the festival in 
addition to the special screening 





‘of shorts, fantasies and cartoons. 
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NEW YORK 


“Third dimension” films will be 
screcned at the Stanley, \. Y., 
following instaHation of special 
equipment. House is now being 
refurbished according to operator 
David Fine who recently renewed 
his lease on the theatre. 

Distinguished Films, Inc. will re- 
lease some 14 imports in the 1950- 
"51 season plus a reissue of “The 
Roosevelt Story,” sales manager 
Oliver A. Unger disclosed in N. Y 
Foreign pix total includes three 
imporiations of Edward Kingsley's 
Oxtord-Films for which  Distin- 
guished is acting as sales agent 

Al Slep, Republic Pictures’ flack, 
resigned Friday (26) to rejoin Al- 
Jen A. Funt’s “Candid Microphone” 
as writer-publicist. 

Marjorie Thirer Geiss new pub- 
licity director at Lux Film Dis- 
tributing Corp. 

ifoward F. Olds, former produc- 
tion supervisor for B.B.D.&0O., 
shifted to Loucks & Norling Stu- 
dios to take charge of its film-mak- 
ing. 

Homeoffice of Republic Pictures 
now housed at 1740 Broadway, pop- 
ular!v known as Mutual Life In- 
surance Building, where the com- 
pany occupies 18th and 19th floors. 
Moved from 1790 Broadway over 
weekend 





GREENSBORO, N. C. 


R. W. “Bob’’ White, former man- 
ager of Strand, Columbia, S. C., 
named manager of Carolina the- 
tre at Burlington, replacing Frank 
P. Bruton. Latter purchased Ala- 
mance theatre at Burlington from 
North Carolina Theatres. 

Two nation-wide radio shows will 
be broadcast from Raleigh in con- 
nection with May 31 worid pre- 
miere of Warners’ “Bright Leaf.” 
Ted Malone and “Quick as a Flash” 
shows, both carried over WNAO, 
will be broadcast. 

Roy Gibson took the manager's 
spot at drive-in on Highway 70 as 
successor of W. S. Maxwell, made 
manager of the State, Raleigh. 

Dean Phillips is manager of the 
new ozoner being constructed near 
Greenville. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Back trom N. Y., Harrv B 
French, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
prexy, says large screen theaire 
television will be installed in Radio 
City theatre June 21 and be in op- 
eration in early July. 

Louis Orlove, Metro exploiteer 
supervising five territory test en- 
gagements for “Stars in My Crown” 
at Brookings and Pierre. S. D.: 
Wahpeton, N. D., and Crookston 
and Tracy, Minn. 

Lorand Tripper, formerly with 
20th-Fox in Des Moines, new Co- 
lumbia booker to succeed Dinah 
Satz. who is resigning to marry. 

Bill Gandall, Universal home- 
otfice exploiteer, here working on 
“Ma and Pa Kettle Go to Town,” 
opening at State next week. 

Bick Stahl, Film Classics branch 
Manager, resigning to set up own 
business. 


BOSTON 

E. M. Loew’s Centre is first 
house in this area to install video 
in lobby in attempt to hypo patron- 
age. Set is theatre size. 

Martin J. Mullin, head of New 
England Theatres, elected chair- 
man of Children’s Cancer Re- 
search Foundation. Known localiy 
as the “Jimmy Fund,” it was 
founded by local Variety Club and 
sponsored by Boston Braves ball 
club and pic industry. 

Sam Paul, Boston Film Service. 
reelected for fifth term as head of 
Film Exchange Employees union. 

Sam Pinanski, head of pic indus- 
try advisory committee for Sav- 
ings Bond Drive, appointed E. Har- 
old Stoneman and Leslie Bendslev 
as exhibitor co-chairmen. 


ST. LOUIS 


The Chapin, Chapin, Ill., shutter- 
ed for indefinite period. 

Maureen O'Hara, former native 
made personal here in connection 
with a drive to obtain $5,000.000 
for a new hospital to be named 
after the late Archbishop John J. 
Glennon. 

The Eminence, Eminence, Mo.. 
recently damaged by lighting, has 
relighted after repairs were made. 
Everett E. Maxfield, Summerville. 
Mo. owns the house. 

G. M. Swabb, manager of the 
Mounds, Mounds, Ill., to Oklahoma 
to manage four houses fermerly op- 
erated by -his brother wno was 
killed in an auto accident last 
April. He's succeeded by Wil- 
liam Green. 

Entire town of Riséo, Mo.. (pop. 
800) including the Algerian, a 300- 
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‘seater, purchased by a four-man 


group from Joseph _ Scales, 
Memphis, Tenn., who obtained 
possession of the town from the 
Allgier estate. In addition to pix 
theatre, the deal included a bank, 
several stores, two service stations, 
a cotton gin, two grain elevators, 
a wholesale oil company and seven 
homes. 


CHICAGO 

James Booth withdrew as part- 
ner with Randolph Bohrer in pur- 
chase of northside Plaza theatre 
from Essaness circuit: Instead, 
Charles Cooper, of Cooper-Kirsch 
circuit, Joins with Bohrer as part- 
ner in house and will operate it 

Wally Heim joins Eagle Lion 
flack department for one-shot on 
“Jackie Robinson Story.” 

Siudio theatre shutters for sum- 
mer following closing of “Without 
Pity,” for remodelling prior to be- 
ing taken over by Lopert Brothers. 

Droopy grosses have finally made 
a dent in Publix-Great States cir- 
cuit Chain will close the Grand 
in Blue Island, I!l., for summer. 
Oiticial reason for shuttering was 
lack of business. Great States top- 
pers aiso plan to shutter several 
other theatres. 

film grosses here for the first 
four months of 1950 are off approx- 
imately 17°° from same period last 
vear, figures released last week by 
city tax collector William T. Pren- 
dergast indicate. Entire gross in 
the citv up to Mav 1 is $15,988.- 
083, as compared to $19,263,985 in 
first four months last vear, a dif- 
ference of $3,275,902. 

HOUSTON 

Jefferson Amys. Co., reopened 
the Liberty at Beaumont. It had 
been closed for several months for 
remodeling, balcony being added 
to up seating capacity to 1,300. 

Joe Valenti named new manager 
of Texan Theatre here. 

M. R. Parsley made manager of 
Fredericksburg Road drive-in near 
San Antonio, replacing Bud Wha- 
lev, who has joined staff at KEYL- 
TV there. 

ALBANY 

Irving Singer resigned as Schine 
Circuit short subject booker for 
Albany district to join Darnell The- 
atre Co. in Buffalo as booker 
Singer originally worked for 
Schine in Buffalo. 

Darnell circuit recently acquired 
the Crandall in Chatham from C. 
Dayton La Pointe, who operated 
the house for more than 20 vears. 


CALGARY, ALTA. 


Western Drive-In Theatres open- 
ed its 550-car ozoner at Lethbridge. 
Alta., first in southern Alberta. 
F. A. Levitt. Lethbridge, is man- 
ager. Added attractions are ex- 
pected to include stageshows. 

New theatre at Grande Prairie, 
Alta., is the Gaiety, built and own- 
ed by Leo and Albert Jeannote, of 
Gravelbourg, Sask. 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Date of testimonial dinner honor- 
ing Mare Wolf. chief barker of 
Variety International, and True- 
man Rembusch, president of Allied 
States, changed from June 8 to 
June 6 at Indianapolis Athletic 
Club. Tom McCleaster, represent- 
ing Indianapolis tent No. 10 of 
Variety, and Ernie Miller, for 
Associated Theater Owners of 
Indiana, are co-chairmen of event. 


TORONTO 

Henceforth, all films dealing with 
a venereal disease theme will 
come under the classification of 
“educational” rulings and must not 
include sequences which contain 
actual views of childbirth. This 
word was given all distributors by 
O. J. Silverthorne, chairman of 
Motion Picture Censorship Board. 

LOS ANGELES 

Herb Bregstein organized Bever- 
ly Pictures, a new California cor- 
poration, to distribute foreign films 
in the western states. 

Republic is reissuing two oldies 
under new titles, “Storm Over Lis- 
bon” as “Inside the Underworld.” 
and “Ice Capades” as “Musie in 
the Moonlight.” 


BUFFALO 

Max Rosing, manager of Shea's 
Elmwood, local nabe, resigned 
after nearly a decade at this Loew 
house. Takes over co-management 
of Roosevelt, owned and operated 
by. himself and brother George. 

The Maxine, pioneer South Buf- 





‘and Shea Amus. Co., was leased to 
a N. Y. firm for non-theatrical use. | 


Former Midtown theatre’ on 
Main Street here, renamed The 
Cinema, will reopen June 15 with 
policy of foreign and some Ameri- 
can films. House which has been 
increased to 500 capacity will be 
operated by Philip Cohen and M. 
P. Slotnick who operate a number 
of theatres in Central New York. 


DALLAS 


Edward S. Solom, local theatre 
circuit executive, made knight 
commander in Order of St. Greg- 
ory the Great. Honor bestowed on 
him by Pope Pius XII in recogni- 
tion of his outstanding service to 
“society, the church and the Hols 
See.” 


NEW HAVEN 


David F. Squire is latest local 
filmite to move from film industry, 
to a new setup in television. 
Squire, for vears a 20th-Fox sales- 
man in Connecticut, resigned to 
become a partner in TV Films, 
Inc., N. Y. firm that produces film 
commercials tor tele. He will or- 
ganize and head sales. 


RICHMOND 

W. F. Crockett, head of Virginia 
Motion Picture Assn. announced 
the Murray -Duffus Advertising 
Agency here will do public rela- 
tions and promotion for theatres 
of state. Partners in the agency, 
Jack W. Murray and Carlton 
Duffus, both have had pic industry 
experience, 

DENVER 

Allied Rocky Mountain Inde- 
pendent Theatres wound up its 
third annual convention last week. 
Among guests at the conclave were 
National Allied prez Trueman 
Rembusch. National Allied direc- 
tor Coli. H. A. Cole and actress 
Gloria Swanson. 


NEW ORLEANS 


Purchase of the Canal bldg.. 
business district skyscraper, by in- 
terests headed by E. V. Richards 
Jr., retired theatre chief, for 
$6.202.000 was announcer’ Fri- 
day (19). 


SYRACUSE 
Harry A. Wiener. tormer man- 
ager of Smallev’'s theatre in Johns- 
town, appointed manager of 
Schine’s Eckel here. Replaces Max 
Rubin, who will manage Schine’s 
Palace in Eastwood, 


N.Y. Pix Union Preps 
Battle on ELC Firings 


Guild. the 
film industry's homeoffice white- 


Screen Employees 


collar union, prepared for a show- 
down battle this week with the 
recently-formed Eagle Lion Clas- 
sics over that company's threat- 
ened dismissal of 40 staffers. Axe 
was also poised over the heads of 
15 United Artists emplovees, who 
are not affiliated with SEG but 
whom the guild is striving to con- 
vince to fight back. 

ELC firings are believed = at- 
tributable to economies effected 
by the company’s formation 
through a merger of Eagle Lion 
and Film Classics. SEG. which 
comprises the former Screen Pub- 
licists Guild and Screen Office and 
Professional Emplovees Guild, has 
a contract with EL which does not 
expire until February. Union 
claims the problem of firings could 
be solved if the company lived up 
to the contract, while the company 
reportediv claims the merger 
nullifies the pact. 

According to the guild. the con- 
tract calls tor staff dismissals only 
for reasons of a work curtailment. 
ELC, it charges, has decided to 
farm Out its publicity work instead 
of maintaining a full publicity staff, 
so that actually no work curtail- 
ment is involved. Same holds true 
for the office staffers involved. ac- 
cording to the union, which alleges 
ELC is nut willing to assign work 
to union members. 

Guild has scheduled a meet for 
today (Wed.) with William C. Mac- 
Millan, Jr.. ELC prez and exee 
veepee of the former EL. Union 
has called an emergency’ board 
meet Wednesday night to discuss 
results of the confabs and will hold 
a general membership meet Thurs- 
day morning. UA employees do 
not figure actively in the discus- 
sions, since they are affiliated with 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees (AFL), 
while SEG is affiliated with the 


falo nabe, owned by G. F. Hanny, CIO. 





inside Stuff—Pictures 


Hollywood's present emphasis on the so-called “disease” pictures jc 
believed partially responsible for Columbia's decision to postpone re. 
lease of its “Frightened City” until fall. Film, originally set for release 
in June, deals with the smallpox epidemic which almost panicked New 
York city during the summer of 1947. Because a number of Other 
pictures, such as Col’s “No Sad Songs For Me,” 20th-Fox “Panic in the 
Streets” and United Artists’ (Stanley Kramer) “The Men,” also dea} 
with diseases, however, Col reportedly decided to wait until the rush 
had subsided befor coming in with ‘‘City.” 

Col sales veepee A. Montague also |. said to have considered the 
possibility that “City’’ might be too heavy a dramatic picture to achieve 
best results during the summer dog-days, when the best biz tradition- 
ally is chalked up by more escapist fare. Twentieth’s “Panic,” jngj- 
dentally, deals with a pneumonic plague scare in New Orleans. Because 
of the similarity in theme to “City,” 20th is expected to benefit from 
Col’s release postponement. 





Student discounts which materially contributed to the b.o. sue. 
cess of UA’s “City Lights” during its recent run at the Globe. N x. 
were distributed by the School and Theatre Committee of the New 
York City Assn. of Teachers of English. Reduced tickets handled by 
the group also is said to have been an important factor in Gotham 
grosses racked up by “Hamlet,” “Major Barbara,” “Pygmalion” and 
“Fame Is the Spur,” among others. School and Theatre Committee is 
the only organization permitted to work in the N. Y. schools in this 
manner, according to Ruth M. Goldstein, chairman of special films for 
the committee. It has volunteer teacher-representatives in the city’s 
170 junior and senior highschools, who distribute the discount tix 
to students. 





N. Y. Minimum Wage Board, recently appointed by Industrial Com- 
missioner Edward Corsi to consider a minimum wage for the amuse- 
ment and recreation industry, holds its first public hearing next 
Wednesday (7) in the Bar bldg., N. Y. Conclave will analyze the mo- 
tion picture phase of the industry in the N. Y. metropolitan area. 
Reps of labor and management will be given an opportunity to 
present their case. Comprised of delegates of employers, employees 
and the public, the board is investigating all facets of the amusement 
and recreation fields. After studying the board’s recommendations, 
Corsi may issue a minimum wage order for the industry if he thinks 
one is necessary. 


Contributions of American newsreels to public welfare projects are 
cited in a report released last week which shows that newsreels, during 
the 12-month period ending April 30, 1950, devoted 118 sequences to 
humanitarian and charitable causes. Analysis of newsreel content was 
prepared by Edmund Reek, chairman of the Newsreel Committee of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, and editor of Movietone News. Reels 
focused filmgoers’ attention on such national and civic projects as the 
Bov Scouts, Brotherhood Week and the International Variety Clubs. 
Besides the 118 sequences, the reels also ran trailers for the Red Cross, 
Heart Assn., National Tuberculosis Assn. and the March of Dimes. 


Motion Picture Assn. of America has lined up an intensive tub- 
thumping campaign for ‘““lrading Post,”” RKO-Pathe single-reeler se- 
lected as the sixth in the MPAA’s public affairs series. MPAA itself 
sent circulars to kev exhibitors. as well as civic and educational lead- 
ers, plugging the short, which deals with Chicago’s Merchandise Mart. 
Over 1,100 tenant organizations of the mart have agreed to stuff all 
their mail with publicity on the film, while RKO-Pathe is firing away 
at local chambers of commerce to get their support. 

Twentieth-Fox has set for summer release its “Holy Year, 1950,” 
four-reeler shot on location in Rome to commemorate the Catholic 
Church's current celebration. Film was produced by Fox Movietone’s 
Edmund Reek and directed by Anthony Muto, who took a company to 
Rome last vear for the lensing. Father Robert I. Gannon, former 
Fordham Univ. prez. narrates the film, while the Sistine Choir supplied 
hymns for background music. 

Faith Domergue, under contract to Howard Hughes for more than 
five vears, is getting a hefty buildup for her belated appearance on 
the screen in RKO’'s “Where Danger Lives.” During her contract term 
the gal has plaved lead voles in “Vendetta” and “Mad Wednesday,” 
neither of which has been unveiled to the public. 
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3roadway, some exhibs argue, do greater in size than that previously 
so because of its mazda attractions. working for EL. Axe has been 
Hence, nabe competition is not re- swung freely In both the EL and 





garded as the big factor. 
Up to 25e Slices 

In the 21 F-WC houses, cuts 
ranged up to 25c, Affected most 
are circuit houses formerly exact- 
ing scales between 50c and 60c. 
Price slash has not been extended 
to first-run theatres or large city 
houses. In most instances, the 
cuts apply in particularly flagging 
neighborhoods. 

As for the St. Louis operation, 
the slash brings down a top of 75¢ 
to 60c. Kids under 12, when ac- 
companied by parents, will con- 
tinue to be cuffo guests at the 
houses. F & M will also maintain 
the policy, inaugurated several 
months ago, of dishing out a token 
good for a streetcar or bus ride 
when a transfer is presented at the 
b.o. at the time a ducat is pur- 
chased. 

Edward B. Arthur, general man- 
ager of F & M's theatres in St. 
Louis, characterized the move as 
a “summer plan” and also said it 
was on an “experimental basis.” 
He gave as the reasons for the 
slash the fall-off in biz and the 
anticipated repeal of the 20° ad- 
mission tax. F & M, he declaréd, 
is passing on this saving to the cus- 
tomer without waiting for the tax 
to be removed “officially.” 

New top scale is the same as 
that of many indie second-runs 
and may touch off competing 
moves by them. Loew's State and 
Orpheum in the downtown sector 
still maintain the 75¢ top. Two 
houses have not indicated whether 

i they will follow F & M's lead. 


FC organizations to bring down the 
meshed forces to that number. 
Directly under Heineman and 
Kranze will be Milton E. Cohen, 
eastern division manager; Edward 
E. Heiber, midwestern divisional 
chief, and J. L. Lutzer, ditto for 


the southern’ division. Clayton 
Eastman, New England district 
manager, and George Waldman, 


New York metropolitan chief, will 
work under Cohen. 

In the new setup, branch man- 
agers are Grover Parsons, Atlanta; 
Harry Segal, Boston; Manny 
Brown, Buffalo; Harold Keeter, 
Charlotte; Harry Goldman, Chica- 
go: Albert Glaubinger, Cincinnall, 
Robert Richardson, Cleveland: Nor- 
man Coquhon, Dallas; Martin Aus 
tin. Denver; James Velde, Des 
Moines: George Lefko, Detroit; Bur 
gene Tunick, Indianapolis; Eugene 
Snitz, Kansas City. 

Other branch managers are 5am 
Milner, Los Angeles; William Lew- 
is, Memphis; Joseph Imhof, Mil- 
waukee;: Abbott Swartz, Minneap- 
olis; George Pabst, New Orleans; 
John McKenna, New York; Claude 
York, Oklahoma City; Saul J. 
Krugman, Philadelphia; Leo Gott 
lieb, Pittsburgh; Ralph Amacher, 
Portland; F. J. Lee, St. Louis; A? 
thur Jolley, Salt Lake City; Samuel 
Sebel, San Francisco; William 
Shartin, Seattle; Max Cohen, Wash- 
ington. 





2 New Texas Outdoorers Open 
Mathis, Texas 
Glasscock Theatres opened the 
new Mathis drive-in, 550-car ozoner 
with John Reed as manager. 
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“THE EAGLE AND 
THE HAWK" star- 
ring John Payne 
| Rhonda Fleming 
< Dennis O'Keefe with 
| Thomas Gomez 
Fred Clark « Frank’ 
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Heat Bops L’ville B.0.; 
‘Tomahawk’ Light 96, 
‘Colt’ Bangup at $8,500 


Louisville, May 30. 
Warm weather has arrived, and 
drive-ins are providing the prin- 
cipal opposish to film houses In 
this area. With eight drive-ins in 
the Falls Cities area, some of them 
are pulling biz from regular down- 
town theatres. Nice showing is 
being made by “Love Happy” at 
the Strand. “Colt .45” at Mary 
Anderson is okay. Rialto’s “Ticket 

to Tomahawk” looks very mild. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.200; 
45-65)—"Colt .45° (WB). Western 
doing rousing $8,500. Last week, 
“Woman of Distinction” (Col), fair 

$6,500. 
Rialto 
45-65 —** Ticket 


‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
Tomahawk” (20th) 
and “Killer Shark” (Mono). Slow 
$9.000. Last week, “Eagle and 
Hawk” (Par) and “Father Makes 
Good” ‘Mono), $11.000. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Big Hangover” (M-G) and ‘Great 
Plane Robbery” (UA). Helped 
somewhat By one midnight horror 


show of Dr. Silkini. Modest $10,- 
000. Last week, “Reformer and 
Redhead” ‘(M+G) and “Side Street” 
(M-G), $11.500. 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65)— 
“Love Happy” ‘UA) and “Western 
Pacific Agent’ ‘Lip). Looks very 
slow $4,000. Last week, “Paid in 
Full” (Par), slow $4,500. 

MONTREAL 
Continued from page 11) 
000. Last week, “No Sad Songs” 
(Col). $10,500. 

Capitol ‘C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 

“Under My Skin” (20th). Poor 


$10,000. Last week, “Paid in Full” 
(Par), okay $14,500. 

Princess ‘C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Cab Man’ «M-G) (2d wk). Down 
to $7.000 after sock first at $14,000. 

Loew’s ‘C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Rosie O'Grady” (WB). Okay 
$16.000. Last week, “Third Man” 
(SRO) (2d wk}, dropped to $13,000. 

Imperial ‘C.T.) ‘1,839; 34-60) — 
“Comanche Territory’ (U) and 
“Beauty Parade” ‘U) (2d wk). Neat 
$5.000 following big $7,500 in first 


session. e 
Orpheum ‘C.T.) (1.040; 34-60)— 
“Bicvele Thief” ‘Indie) (2d wk). 


rtf to $4,000 after socko opener at 
$7.000. 





Technicians’ Co-op Unit 


Ready to Roll First Pic 


London, May 30. 

First production venture by the 
technicians own co-operative unit 
starts on location June 5. Initial 
subject, “Green Grows the Rushes,” 
to be megged by Derek Twist, be- 
gins rolling on Romney Marshes 
on that date. 

First meeting of ACT Films, Ltd., 
the co-operative company incorpo- 
rated by the union, elected An- 
thony Asquith as its first chairman, 
with Charles Wheeler as vice-chair- 
man. Board confirmed the ap- 
pointment of Phil Samuel, ex-Rank 
producer, as exee producer. Con- 
tracts for artists and studios are 
xbout to be inked, and full details 
of cast and crew will be announced 
within a week. 





Mexico Mergers On Upbeat 


Mexico City, May 23. 

Consolidations for economy rea- 
sons continue in Mexico’s film biz. 
Latest is the merger of two top 
producers - distributors, Mier y 
Brooks-Dvyana Films and Rodriguez- 
Bros. Former comprises Felipe 
Mier and Oscar J. Brooks, both 
ex-WB managers here. Latter is 
made up of the Mexican family 
that is active in all branches of 
the industry here. 

New company will be closely as- 
sociated with the recently-merged 
Churubusco and Azteca studios 
here. 





New 4.500-Seater in Mex. City 
Mexico City, May 23. 


Swankiest of all cinemas here, | 


the 4.500-seat Cine Roble, recently 
opened brings the total number of 
pic houses in this city of 3,000,000 
to 124. Roble, costing a new high 
for Mexico of $1,500,000 is owned 
by the Banco Capitalizador de 
Ahorros, Mexico’s pioneer savings 
bank. It’s leased to Ernesto and 
Manuel Espinosa Iglesias, biggie 


chain operators. 





CLEVELAND 


(Continued from page 11) 
Leave’ ‘FC). Fairly okay $13,000. 
Last week, “Ticket to Tomahawk,” 
(20th), $8,500. 

Esquire ‘Community) (704; 55- 
70) —-‘No Sad Songs” ‘Col) (3d 
wk), Oke $4.000 following $4,200 
for last week. 

Lower Mall (Community) 
55-70) “La Boheme” (Indie). 
Routine $2.000. Last week, “Salt 
to Devil” (Indie), $1,800, 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70) — 
“Quicksand” (UA). Very pale $9,- 
000 or less. Last week, “Damned 
Don’t Cry” (WB) ‘(2d wk), nice 
$11,500 

Ohio ‘Loew’s) (1.205; 55-70) 
“Retormer and Redhead” ‘(M-G) 
(m.o.). Light $5,000. Last week, 
“Capt. Carey” ‘Par) ‘m.o.), $6,000. 

Palace ‘RKO) ‘3,300: 55-70) — 
“Back to Bataan” (RKO) and 
“Marine Raiders’ (RKO) ‘reissues). 
Middling $9,000. Last week, “One 
Wav Street” (U) plus eight-act 
vaude unit, pleasing $25,000. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3.450: 55-70) 
“Hangover” (M-G). Not getting 
much action at $12,000. Last week, 
“Reformer and Redhead” (M-G), 


lean $10,000. 

Stillman Laew's) (2,700; 75- 
$1.25)— “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) 
(4th wk). Fading te $12,000 in 12 
days after $12,500 for last folio. 


D.C. Goes for ‘hangover, 


$19,000, ‘Kettles’ Same 


Washington, May 30. 
Biz along main stem is about at 





last week's level de’ ‘‘e the holi- | 
day. A rainy Sunc.a, er, 
helped sagging biz. Standout 


Hangover” at Loew’s Palace. “City 
Lights.” at two Lopert houses con- 
tinues brisk in second stanza. ‘“Ma, 
Pa Kettle To Town” with vaude 
is nice at Capitol, 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Ma, Pa Kettle To Town” (U) plus 
vaude. Nice $19,000. Last week, 
“Conspirators” (M-G) plus vaude, 
below hopes with $19,000. 

Dupont ‘Lopert) (386; 50-85) — 
“City Lights’ (UA) (2d wk). Hot 
$6.500 in dav date with Little after 
record breaking $7,000 last week. 


Keith’s ‘RKO) (1,939: 44-80) — 
*“Buccaneer’s Girl’ (U). Sluggish 
$7,500. Last week, “One Way 
| Street” (U), $7,000. 

Little ‘Lopert) (285: 50-85) — 
“City Lights” (UA) (2d wk). Also 
Dupont. Hefty $4,000 almost up| 


to last week's sock $4,500. 

Metropolitan (Warner) ‘1,163; 44- 
7.)—“Kill Umpire’ (Col), an 
“Mark Gorilla” (Col). Nice $6,500 
in 8 days. Last week, “Four Days 
Leave” (FC) and “Flying Saucers” 
(FC), $4,000 in 5 days. 

Palace ‘Loew’s) (2,370, 44-74) — 


“Big Hangover’ (M-G). Tops town! 
week, | 


with bright $19,000. Last 
“Capt. Carey” (Par), $17,000. 

Playhouse ‘Lopert) (485: 50-85) 
— ‘No Sad Songs” (Col) ‘(2d wk). 
Okay $7.000 second successive 
week but generally not up to hopes. 

Warner (WB) (2.164: 44-74) 
“Colt 45° (WB). So-so $13,000. 
week, “No Man of Own” 
$11,000. 

Trans-Lux ‘T-L) 
“Bicvecle Thief” (Indie) (4th wk), 
| Steady $5.500 after fine $7,000 last 
| week, 


vast 
(Par), 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Reach for Star” (Rep). NG $2,000 
‘in 3 days and pulled. Last week, 
“Kettles To Town” (U) and 
dertow” ‘(U) (2d wk), nifty $7,700. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 59-84) 


—‘‘Kettles To Town” (U) and “Un- | 
dertow” (U) (m.o.). Big $5,000. Last | 
(2d | 


week, “No Sad (Col) 
wk), fair $3,300. 
Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 


Songs” 


84:—"Big Hangover’ (M-G) and 
“Hills of Oklahoma” (Rep). Fair 


$7,000. Last week, “Champagne for 
Caesar” (UA) and “Rapture” (FC), 
fair $7,000 in 8 days. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.600; 59- 


84)—"Colt .45” (WB) and “Destina- | 
Nice $11,-| 


| tion Big House” (Rep). 
000. Last week, “Rosie O'Grady” 
(WB). nice $8,900. 


Eddie Peabody and Benny Rubin 
onstage. Big $11,000. 
Ella Fitzgerald plus “Father Was 
Bachelor” (Col) (2d run), $8.500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3.039; 
59-84)—"‘Eagle and Hawk” 
and “Lucky Losers” (Mono). Slim 
$7,500. Last week, “Big Lift” (20th) 
and “Great Rupert” (EL), okay $7,- 
600 in 10 days, 


(565; | 


| with “The Riviera,” to be 
|}along the Mediterranean. 


(654; 44-80) — 


“Un-| 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 25-$1) | 
—*Barricade” (WB) (2d run) plus) 


Last week, | 


(Par) | 


Gordon Carries SEG 


Ticket to 3-1 Victory 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Screen Extras Guild re-elected 
Richard H. Gordon as president by 


a vote of 1,204 to 375 in a sweep 4 legislative committee starts to. 
whole official Study a proposal until both houses | 


that carried the 
‘ticket. Other winners were Frank- 
‘lyn Farnum, first veepee; Bess 
Flowers, second veepee; Larry 
Steers, third veepee; Beulah Park- 
ington, recording secretary, and 
Jeffrey Sayre, treasurer. 

New board of directors consists 
of Leo Abbey, Louise Bates, Vic- 


tor Groves, Bobby Hale, Kenner 
Kemp, Rita Leonard, Anna Mabry, 
Tina Menard, Beulah Parkington, 
Rose Plumer, Florence Mix and 
Fred Browne. 
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June in every part of the world— 
Africa, Europe, Orient, Caribbean, 
Canada. 

First to take off will be LeMay- 
Templeton's “Quebec” locationing, 
in what Canadian city. Picture is 
to be made for a Paramount re- 
lease, inked last week. Ed Gard- 


ner is slated to follow, with ‘The 
'Man With My Face,” in Puerto 
Rico. 

| Mort Briskin and Bob Smith 
launch latter’s book, “The Magic 
| Face,” in Vienna on June 15. W. 
Lee Wilder puts “Three Steps 


| North” into work in Rome on June 
|! 19, for United Artists release. Sol 
| Lesser sends his “Tarzan’s Peril’ 
troupe to Nairobi, British Kenya, 
also for June teeoff, and RKO will 
dispatch camera crew to Macao, off 
Hongkong, for its adventure yarn, 
“Macao.” Interesting sidelight of 
June starts is fact that of the six 


cout | to roll, five are indie films. 
amongst newcomers shapes as * Big | 


In July, Metro starts “Bulldog 
Drummond” in its London studios, 
and also is skedded to get away 
with ‘“‘An American in Paris.” An- 
drew Stone is another July starter, 


For summer and early 
ing, too, there are Edmund Grain- 


ger’s “African Intrigue,’ to be 
made in British Kenya for RKO 
release; Edward Gross’ “Sergeant 
and Mrs. Mike.” slated for Cana- 
dian filming; Horizon’s “African 
Queen,” to be made also in British 
Kenya. 


Albert J. Cohen 
for Treasure” in 


will do “It Dive 


in Haiti; same company will 
“Desert Fox” before cameras in 
French Morocco. ‘Kangaroo’ also 
is slated by 20th-Fox for foreign 
camera work, in Australia, prepa- 
rations to start in July and major 
filming in October. 

Metro has “Ivanhoe” down for 
production along the Scotch-Eng- 
lish border this summer. Alexan- 
der Paal will make ‘Goodbye, 
U. S. A.” in four countries—Eng- 
land, France, Italy and Austria. 
| Jules Dassin and Lewis Milestone 
‘launch their new indie enterprise 


lensed | 
} 


fal] film- | 


Jamaica; “Lydia | 
Bailey” will be filmed by 20th-Fox | 
put | 





linea 














A Day in Congress 


vote it and send it off to the White 
House for Presidential considera- 


Cast of this 16m pic are actual | 


members of the House and Senate, 
of their staffs, and the Congres- 
sional pageboys. Film is designed 


for teaching in schools and for tele- | 
vision; by and large, it does a good | 
gets | 
across the notion that Congress is | 
not composed of a bunch of recalci- | 


although uninspired job. It 


trant clowns, but of hard-working 
legistators who put in a good day’s 


work and seek to live up to their | 


heavy responsibilty. In an appar- 


ent effort to short-cut, the picture | 


gives a sometimes confused and in- 
accurate version of how a 
moves through the two chambers 


and how a compromise is worked | 
out between the differing versions | 
passed by the House and Senate. | 


In this case, an agricultural bill is 
made the example. 

Also given is some idea of the 
weight of mail that 
bombard their legislators with, and 
the chores which must be handled 
for the foiks back home. 
than 40 members of the House and 
Senate appear in the film, and they 
are treated with dignity. 

“Day in Congress” was preemed 


at the Archives building for an in- | 
comprising | 


vitation audience 
largely those who appeared in the 
short and their families. Print was 
too dark and the length of the 
throw was enough to make the fig- 
ures unclear at times. Narration 
throughout is good. All footage was 
especially shot, with no old clips 
being used. 

Miller McClintock, former presi- 
dent of Mutual Broadeasting Sys- 
tem, and now head of Instructional 
Films Ine., plans “Day” 
of a new series, “This Is Washing- 
ton,” depicting the operation of the 
Government in the national cap- 


ital. Lowe. 
Manolete 
(SPANISH) 
Paris, May 12. 


Hercules production and release. Stars 
Jose Greco, Paquito Rico: features Pedro 
Ortega, Manolo Moran. Ava Adamaz, Jua- 


nita Manso. Directed by Florian Rev. 
Screenplay, Llovety Manzano: camera, En- 
rique Guerner; editor, Ropence. At Mar- 
beuf, Paris. Running time, 80 MINS, 

eee er ee Jose Greco 
i Se ere a eee Paquito Rico 
ee Se ee Pedro Ortego 
|. Fe es Juanita Manso 
Favier . .-.0- ..». Manolo Moran 


Pie should do in Spanish-lan- 
guage houses. It has a_ bullfight 
and colorful dance scenes to bally. 
This is ample evidence that Spain 
is still in its filmic infancy. Pie 
is badly constructed with a cliche 
love affair getting in the way of 
the bullfighting and dancing. 

Standout of film is some news- 
reel footage of the real Manolete 
in exciting action as -well as his 
fatal fight in Mexico. The death 
scene is well done by Pedro Or- 
tega. Jose Greco, international 


Film Reviews 
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bill | 


constituents | 


More | 


as the first | 
| play, Kurt E. Walter; camera. lgor Ober- 
| berg; music, Franz Grothe. 


| love with 





being too long. 

















, dancer, plays Rafael, and does a 


fine flamenco dance. Pic is com- 
petently lensed, but editing, direc- 
tion and most of acting is under 
par. Mosk. 





Cheri 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, May 16. 
CCFC release of Codo production. Starg 
Jean Desailly, Marcelle Chantal. Directed 
by Pierre Billon. Adapted by Pierre La. 
roche from a novel by Colette: camera, 
Nicolas Toporkoff; editor, Delannoy, At 
Marignan, Paris. Running time. 90 MINS, 


DER Sus sddawceeneeeees . Jean Desailly 
Dt aetvae eb saad hae’ Marcelle Chantal 
SP ree Marcelle Derrien 
EN cb nen 5009000000800 Jane Marken 
N@MOU.. .ccccccsccccces Yvonne Debray 

“Cheri” is another of Coletie’s 


studies of love at the turn of the 
century. It concerns the yen of 
an older woman for a young man. 
Done with much frou-frou. the pie 
is slow moving. It depends toa 
much on dialog. May do in special 
U.S. situations. 

Jean Desailly is a spoiled. attrace 
tive youth who is lover te Marcelie 


Chantal, elderly beauty with a 
|lurid ‘past. Married off by- his 
mother to a younger girl, Miss 
Chantal feigns a new lover. 
Haunted by his love for her, he 
ultimately kills himself. 
Director Billon has not given 
ithe pic fluidity. Desailly, a com- 
petent actor, does not have the 
proper appeal for the role. Miss 
Chantal is properly statuesaue for 
the haughty, aging Leah. Mosk. 
Die Wunderschoene 
Galathee 
(The Beautiful Galathea) 
(GERMAN) 
Frankfurt. Mav 16 
National Film release of June Film 
Union-Rolf Meyer production. Stars Han- 
| nelore Schroth, Viktor de Kowa. Willy 
Fritsch. Directed by Rolf Mever. Screen- 


Tradeshown 


in Frankfurt. Running time. 10@ MINS. 


a Ee ere tee er Hannelore Schroth 
VIRTOP. «00006560 sd00ees Viktor de Kowa 
ee ROE TPer Tey ree Willy Fritsch 
WEOCOERE 6 cccetieeneasee Gisela Schmidting 
| PRSRE.. . vevcveneedgases Hans Schwarz 
CUOUNGEEE..... ce Ki erations Margarete Haagen 
A slightly modified version of 


the Pygmalion story, pic is set in 
the early 1900’s and should have a 


fair local draw. Does not look 
good for the U. S. 

Plot deals with sculptor and 
Casanova Viktor de Kowa who 
finds his “Galathea’’ model in a 
| poor market salesgirl, Hannelore 
Schroth. He leaves her atter 


completing the statue, but falls in 
it and returns to her, 
after giving up countess, Margarete 
Haagen and_ “stage star, Gisela 
Schmidting. Latter is teamed 


| with de Kowa’s friend, conductor 


Willy Fritsch. 

Pic has a light touch of the 
operetta, aided greatly by Franz 
Grothe’s good musical score. 

Miss Schroth and de Kowa play 
sympathetic leads. Rolf Meyers 
direction keeps the operetta touch 
well in hand. Script — a 
7aat, 


























with “Companion of the Left 
Hand,” -in Italy. 
$$$ Us, Continued from page 3 
- | that Myers has produced a tip-top 
TV Line I job. 
However, the Allied official's 
mae (ontinued from pase 3 Sed take-it-or-leave-it attitude has stiy- 
little worthwhile to see on their Ted resentment among a number | 
sets. It was a foregone conclusion ° eXhibs. These dissidents feel 
that the public would take TV’s that a_ full-scale strategy meet 


| Steady diet of third-rate vaudeville 
| just so long. 
‘of television stations increase, and 
the number of broadcasting hours 
increase, the programming prob- 
lem will become more and 
desperate as the available talent 
| becomes diluted.” 


| American people will not for: 
long “throw away their leisure’ 
time watching stupid televisity 


of this, exhibs are in the position 


| to obtain “profits far beyond any-| 
thing we have ever’ known.! 
Through our combined buying | 


over ciosed wave-length 


possible on home television.” 


for Houston over the weekend to 
meet with Robert O’Donnell, In- 


tion. From Houston, 
Miami, where he will ‘speak at the 
Florida Theatre Owners’ meet, 
June 12-13. He then goes to Silver 
City, N. M.. where the New Mexico 
exhibs are holding a conclave June 
118-19. 


And as the number) 


more | 


,tegy contend that even the 


programs because they happen to} 
| be free,” Sullivan asserts. Because | 


powers, ‘know-how’ and televising | 
circuits, | 
we can offer a superlative qual-| 
ity of talent and showmanship not | 


Still on the go, Sullivan planed | 
terstate circuit exec, on the theatre | 


group’s forthcoming Texas conven-| 
he flies to, 


should have preceded the launch- 
ing of a new campaign for complete 
repeal. 
tention that the drive is unrealistic 
and almost completely lacking in 
chances of success. 

Those opposing the Myers’ stra- 
50‘ o 


All-or-Nothing 


the Congressmen 


Moreover, it is their con- | 





; 
| 

‘ 

; 


that their local Congressmen are 
peeved over insulting wires re- 





ceived from less than tactful the- 


In many cases. it is said, 
receiving the 
wires have either already voted for 
the part repeal or are committed 
to do so when the bill comes on 
the floor of the House. 


atre ops. 














DOS-Korda | 


Continued from page 5 





slash is far from won in view of | $6,000 fee plus expenses are to be 


the continued paring of various 
taxes by the House committee. 
This action, as has been widely re- 


ported, may bring on a veto from | 
'Korda_ feud. 
had provided that D.O.S. was to get 
Western 
“Third,” 


President Truman. If Congress 


backtracks on some of the cuts—a | 


step which industry D.C.ers see 
as likely—there is a strong fear 
that the 50% slash will be lost by 


‘paid equally, . 


Three actions originally cropped 
up as a result of ihe Selznick- 
Their overall pact 


rights to 
“Fallen 


Hemisphere 
“Gone” = and 


a Congress antagonized by the cry | Idol,” all produced by Korda while 


for a 100°) reduction. 
It is argued that in all instances 


vated by a desire to appease pro- 
testing industries, with plenty of 


, the latter took rights in the East- 
: ern Hemisphere to Selznick’s “Par- 
of tax-cutting Congress is molti-| 24:05 x 9 

,adine” and “Portrait of Jennie. 


'D.O.S. was also to help Korda fi- 


competition among different fields | nance his three pix. 


for relief. If the solons see that 
the film business will be in the 
column of discontents regardless of 
a 50° siash, they may feel that 
there is nothing to be gained by 
awarding any sort of cut. At least. 
that is how the Anti-Mvers taction 
regards the matter. 


Several of these exhibs declare | 





Selznick, now in Europe with his 
wife, plans to do the retakes in 
England next month. Ile stressed 


‘the insportance of fast action since 


Miss Jones has tentative plans for 


a film to be produced in France in 


August or September while Se!z- 
nick has several pix planned on 
the Continent during the year. 
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VARTETY 


starring 


wut GUL LAVAN «woe COREY we LINDEGRS 


witn Natalie WOOD - John McINTIRE - Ann DORAN - Richard QUINE 


Screen Play by Howard Koch » Based on a Redbook Magazine Novel by Ruth Southard 
“Produced by BUDDY ADLER « Directed by RUDOLPH MATE 
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“No Way Out.” These are the new 
type of “for screen only” material. 
Virtually no studio is without at 
least one on its schedule. 

Hollywood today is making de- 
termined efforts to find completely 
new material for filming. In 1949, 
286 of the 421 pictures to receive 
the Production Code Seal were 
listed as original screen material, 
the output reaching 68°, a new 
high. Even that mark is expected 
to topple this year. 








Time was when originals fell 
into certain definite classifications. 
Some were churned out wholesale 
to keep alive a character that had 


suddeniv zoomed in popularity; the 


*“Hopalong Cassidy,” “Charlie 
Chan.” “Crime Doctor,” ‘“‘Whist- 
ler.” “Blondie” and “Bringing Up 


series were all examples 
screen plays useu to 
keep familiar characters alive and 
maintain a steady production of 
programmers. The most recent ex 
ample, however, was far from a 
programmer—20th’s “Mr. Belve- 
dere Goes to College,” an original 
in every sense of the word, but 
based on the character created in 
“Sitting Pretty 
Other product 
dominated by originals in the past 
included musicals, pix biogs and 
documentaries. But it has been 
only within the last few vears that 
originals began to make a real im- 


Father” 
of original 


classifications 


pact at the_ boxoffice 

The top grosser of 1949. “Jolson 
Sings Again,” was a screen origi- 
nal as was its predeeessor. “The 
Jolson Story.” Another in the 
vear’s Golden Circle was “The 
Stratton Story.’ A little thing 
called “Miracle on 34th Street” 
didn’t fare badly either. And “‘Bel- 
vedere” was another proof that 
plenty of gold can be panned out 
of them thar writin’ mills. 


Writers’ Heartened 
writers 
hunt tor 
heartening 
They've 
dreams of a 

swimming 
studios are 


town 
storys 


around 
new 
news in 
long 


Freelance 
are finding the 
ideas the most 
almost a_ decade. 
since given up roseate 
home complete with 
pool, but now that 
eyvincing more interest in right- 
from-the-brain-material. many are 
at least beginning to think in terms 
of steak twice a week as a possi- 
bility. It doesn’t even have to be 
brand-new, as long as it's original, 
for a recent SWG bulletin reported 
that 70°° of the studio purchases 
in the last three months consisted 
of originals which had been re- 
jected at some time previously. 

Hollywood veterans attribute the 
studios’ new attitude to two fac- 
tors: Hollywood's belief that gen- 
uine entertainment means avoid- 
ing hackneyed, familiar plots; and 
the fact that the purchase of origi- 
nais considerably lowers the budg- 
et on any given picture—a not in- 
considerable item in these days of 
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4 ENGINE DOUGLAS -DC-4S 


Direct from LaGuardia and Newark 


Round 
Trip Special 












1 STOP 
CALIFORNIA $80 <<) 
Fly Now—Pay Later 1 WAY $88 






Miami $35 non-stop Chicago $24 
Plus Tax 


yy, NORTH AMERICAN 
AIRLINES 


Make your advance reservations now! 


BRyant 9-6492 


503 Sth Ave, (at 42 St.), Suite (00 


UL 5-3888 


Free Ticket Delivery 















Hotel St. George 
Biklyn 
irrequiar Flights 
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Continued from page § 








tightening economy. In many cases, 
a studio is able to buy the original 
in screenplay form and get the 
varn into production with an abso- 
lute minimum of added expense. 
The opinion has been expressed 


‘around town that scribes who are 


| the current 


purely “adapters” will find the go- 
ing increasingly rough and may 
eventually drop out of the picture 
business entirely. However, film 
veterans don’t feel that that day 
will ever come since there will al- 
ways be a certain number of top 
book or play properties which must 
be converted to the screen. 

But paralleling the growing em- 
phasis on topnotch original writing 
for the screen, there seems to be a 
growing belief that in the not too 
far distant future, other media will 
borrow from pictures as extensively 
as Hollywood has borrowed from 
them in the past. 
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speaking for Joseph Justman, Carl 
Leserman and David L. Loew as 
well as themselves. 


More Advantageous 
The new offer to sell 12,000 
Shares previously held in UA’s 


regarded by the com- 
mittee as much more advantageous 
to prospective purchasers as well 
as the company itself than the pre- 
vious proffers made to unload the 
Charles Chaplin and Mary Pickford 


treasury is 


holdings. Both Chaplin and Pick- 
ford each hold 4,000 shares. 

New money would come into the 
hands of UA itself to be used as 
working capital Incoming con- 
trolling stockholders would there- 


the company with a 
fresh bankroll and administer both 
the use of the coin and the com- 
pany’s activities Under old pro- 
posal to buy out Chaplin and Miss 
Pickford, all the coin would go to 


for take over 


these two owners, with none left 
to give UA a-new start. 

While both Chaplin and Miss 
Pickford are thereby placed in a 


minority position, it would be in 
a company ot greatly enhanced 
value. Moreover, the big ta 
tion that previous 
posals to 
not come up 
their share of 
company but not 
able to the hilt 
Finance 
Main purpose of the new capital 
(estimated in the’ industry at 
about $2,500,000) would be devoted, 


X ques- 
stymied 
buy out the 


pro- 
would 
The two would take 
earnings from the 
a jump sum tax- 


duo 


Producers 


it is reported. to financing pro- 
ducers. Withdrawal by the banks 
from the field has seriously af- 
fected both UA’s earnings and 
product prospects. At the same 
time, coin would bail UA out of its 


present cash starvation for current 
operating expenses. Company 
could even throw some of it into 
showeases if that were deemed es- 
sential. 

Understood the board did not set 
a minimum price for the stock in 
voting the move to sell. Sears et 
al. will come back to the board for 
approval if they find a satistactor) 
proposal. 

Incidentally, UA this week 
dropped 11 emplovees trom. its 
playdate dept. atter completing a 
reorganization of the wing. 
Pinkslipping had no relationship to 
moves to sell control 

It followed a revamp- 
which was started 
Several thou- 
accounts were 


sales 


of the major. 
ing of the dept.. 
some months ago, 
sand dead exhib 
weeded out in the process. As a 
result, bookkeeping was consoli- 
dated, eliminating the need for as 
much personnel on the cierical end. 


| H’wood’s Prod. 

















FOR RENT 


For special events—The Adams Thea- 
tre, Newark, New Jersey. Air condi- 
tioned—2,000 seats. Write, phone, 
Paramount Theatre, Newark, 
Market 3-5030. 


wire — 
New Jersey. 














MOTION PICTURE THEATRE TO 
LEASE — Fine residential area in 
New Jersey. Newly remodeled in- 
side and out—980 seats completely 
equipped. Box V-1051, Variety, 154 
West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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current market conditions is ap- 
parent in the lesser playing time 
now being accorded even the most 
successful pictures. Few pictures, 
it is pointed out, can stay longe: 
than two weeks in even the top 
key city showcase houses, as com- 
pared to the three and four-week 
runs they enjoyed during peak box; 
office times. Trade analysts gen- 
erally consider theatre ‘business to 
be running currently only slightly 
better than prewar. If that is the 
case, they emphasize, then the 
market will certainly need as many 
pictures as it absorbed prior to the 
War years. 


Latest studio to announce a 


| boost in production is Paramount. | 
| Studio veepee Henry Ginsberg last 


week set a total of 28 features to 
roll during the remainder of this 
year and early in 1951. While Par 
has not yet boosted its releasing 


schedule materially, it is noted that | 


the company released only 21 fea- 
tures throughout 1949. Hiking the 
production count to 30 for a 10- 
month period, consequently, 
cates the releases will be upped 
accordingly. 

In addition to Metro’s production 
schedule being raised from 24 to 
40, 20th-Fox plans to turn out al 
least 30 features this year as com- 
pared to 24 in 1949. To make that 
possible, 20th prez Spyres P. Skou- 
ras has earmarked $6,000,000 for 
expanding the company’s studio fa- 
cilities and has set his sights on a 
steady increase during the next 
several years to the point where 
20th will be turning out 40 or more 
by 1952. Warners has not raised 
inal estimate of 38 for this 
vear, nor has RKO upped its origi- 
nal plans to turn out 50, but both 
studios are expected to announce 
an increase within the next few 
weeks. 

Universal is expected to turn out 
at least 30 this year. Already 
pointing to a production boom for 
U, however, is the fact that the 
studio now has seven pictures be- 
fore the cameras, as compared to 
two at this time last year. Repub- 
lic prez Herbert J. Yates an- 


its orig 


nounced last week that his com- 
pany would at least equal last 
year’s total of 55, while Columbia 


matching the 67 ti 
during 1949. Monogram 
announced a produc 
this vear to 48, of 


anticipates 
turned out 
has already 


tion boost for 

which 40 will be released under 
the Mono banner and two unde! 
that of Allied Artists. 





| - Bagnall “Arnall 
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Arnall arrives in New York Satu 
day (3) on the Mauretania 
Proposal under consideration 1s 
a motion picture 
tion organized to sell 
worth of stock through publi 
scription to finance independent 
production. When 
been raised, the 
to put up an equal amount ot 
making a pot of $20,000,000 
available Meanwhile the bankers 
will make a survey of indie pro- 
ducers’ records for the 
to determine the profil 
in indie produc- 


equity 
$10.000 000 


COl pora 
sub 


this amount 
has Dankers pro 
pose 
credit, 


( 
1 
past lam 
vears, -mMak- 


ing possibilities 
tion. 
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unknown, 
there 
since 
\\ ould 


facilities were 
With air express, it is said, 
is no need for 32 exchanges 
18 central shipping points 
serve the same requirements If 
the companies could merge their 
physical operations in these 18 or 
so offices without overstepping the 
anti-trust boundaries, the move 
would be regarded as so much the 
better. 
In the 


transit 


eves of those proposing 


the change, there would be no need 
to reduce the number of salesmen. 
However, such other costiv items 


as backroom emplovees,. rentals on 
exchanges, clerical help 
entries in the ledgers 
be pared substantially. 
Regarded as one significant fae 
tor in the current thinking is the 
successful shuttering of three ex- 
changes by Eagle Lion. In that in- 
Stance, company reported no de- 
crease in billings in those three 
areas. El kept on its salesmen, 
merely transterring their h.q.s. to 
other branches. Cost-saving in the 
comparatively minor change is 
computed at $50,000 for the vear. 
Probabilities are that the step 
toward revamping distrib machin- 
ery will be taken first by a number 


and other 


cost could 


of the smaller companies. Such 
outfits as EL (‘now FEagie Lion 
Classics), United Artists and oth- 
ers handling indie product have 


found distrib expenses to be nearly 
prohibitive. For one, these distribs 
would like to drop the practice of 
a salesman calling on a small ae- 
count where both the rental and 
expenses come to two digits. 

That fact was recently impressed 
on producer reps by Grad Sears, 
UA prez, who asked the film- 
makers to be more cooperative on 
small accounts. As for EL, it has 
computed that the expense of han- 
dling the last 3,000 or 
costs more than the rentals gar- 
nered. 


indi- | 


so accounts | 


15 Anglo-U.S. 


Pix in 2 Years 


Proposed new Anglo-U. S. film pact offered by the British 
would make the total of remittable dollars dependent on the com- 
parative production activity of American companies during the 


next two years as against that of the past two. 


Checkup discloses 


that the eight majors turned out 15 films either in whole or part 


using frozen pounds. 
with a British producer. 
List of films and comparative 
the past 24 months is as follows: 
Metro-—‘‘Conspirator,” 
and “Kim.” 
Warners—‘‘Capt. 
Capricorn” and 


Street.” 
Universal—‘ 
Paramount—‘Trio.”’ 
RKO—‘‘Treasure Island” (with 
Columbia—*First Gentleman.” 


‘Astonished 


Horatio Hornblower,” 
“The Hasty Heart.” 
20th-Fox—"‘Night and the City,” 


In some instances, company was partnered 


activity of the companies during 


“Miniver Story,” “King Solomon’s Mines” 


“Stage Fright,” “Under 


“Black Rose” and “Forbidden 


Heart.” 


Walt Disney). 
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over the total of June, 1948-June, 
1950, then the Yank distribs would 
be permitted to remit $17.000,000 
plus 50°, of the upped sums spent 
on production, 


example, if the total of 


As an 


frozen pounds consumed by the 
companies in the past two vears 
on production was $20,000,000 


and the majors spent $12,000,000 
during the first year of the new 
pact, then there would be a 


$2,000,000 increase during the first 
could’ remit 


vear. Companies 
$17,000,000 plus $1,000,000 extra. 


On the other hand, if the total ex- 
penditure falls short $2,000,000, re- 
mittances are cut to $16,000,000. 
Surprisingly, there are no reduc- 
tions in the 27 permitted uses for 
frozen pounds provided in the first 
agreement One other is added, in 
that the companies may invest the 


coin in British government 10-vear 
bonds Conversion at the end of 
the 10-vear stretch would be at the 


that time 
“B"’ Pool Abolished 

The “B” pool, established so that 
American companies could add the 
earnings of British pix in the U.S. 
$17.000,000 from Britain, has 
Under the pro- 
offer, Yank distribs would 
neo longer get the benefit of Anglo 
earnings in country, sy the 
same token, reciprocal deals to 
swap earnings for British pix here 
against American films in England 
have also been nixed. Both Univer- 
sal and Eagle Lion had such deal 
with J. Arthur Rank, while Samuel 
Goldwyn and David O. Selznick 
hatched several of these tie- 


narket price al 


to the 
been 


Dt sed 


abolished 


this 


also 
ups 

As an 
cans, British 
give the Yank 
right to convert 


added sop to the Ameri- 
negotiators agreed to 
distribs unlimited 
pounds into other 
currencies such as frances or 
lire. American companies could 
thereby throw pounds into produc- 
tion on the Continent or manipu- 
late sterling tunds for compensa- 
tion deals in other countries. 

Final British proffer is regarded 
as a victory tor Tom O'Brien, head 
of the National Assn. of Theatrical 
and Kine Emplovees. O'Brien has 
succeeded in baiting the hook for 
increased production in Britain by 
American companies. He has also 
seen to it that a brake is placed on 
the possibility of Yank film-making 
subsiding in the sterling areas 
With British production at an ebb 
point, studio workers in England 
regard the American companies as 
their only hope. 

The British proposals, however, 
are certain to raise a storm of pro- 
test trom Hollywood unions. Coast 
labor leaders have been beefing 
over production abroad, and John- 
ston has already made one hegira 
to Hollywood to appease these pro- 
tests. Some industryvites believe 
that the companies would be forced 
to guarantee the unions that there 
would be no increased production 
if the British offer is accepted. 

There are other important twists 
to the proposition. The industry is 
either credited or penalized as a 
whole on production figures. This 
means that one or more companies 
may boost their particular film- 
making activities and yet-lose out 
on remittables because other ma- 
Jors have cut down. Because of 
this, it is deemed almost certain 
that the companies will agree on 
production quotas among. them- 
selves, 


sott 


Call on Smaller Outfits 


Even smaller outfits 
Monogram, Republic and Eagle 
Lion Classics would probably be 
called upon to make films in Eng- 
land, although they have not done 
so in the past. One company exec 
of a non-major indicated that his | 


such as 


Brit. Bonus-Penalty System 


from 


' Johnston: 
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concern was willing to go along on 
such a proposal as the only fair 
step. It is thought some of the 
smaller concerns may offer to in- 
vest frozen pounds in pix made by 
majors. 

Week-long talks were handled by 
Ellis Arnall, head of So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, and James Mulvey 
chief of Samuel Goldwyn 


Produc- 


tions. Johnston, along with Joyce 
O'Hara, MPAA official, planes to 
N. Y. today (Wed.). Mulvey shoved 
oft for Rome to huddle with Golad- 
wyn while Arnall has sailed for 
ine U. S. aboard the Mauretania 


If company prexies nix the pro- 


posal, Johnston and others will re- 
turn to England late in June to 
continue discussions. Meanwhil: 


the old agreement, which ordinari 
expires June 13, will carry 
until a new accord is reached. 


over 
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shelves are emptied. No nitrate 
will be supplied any of the majors 
for regular features. Reelers had 
asked a delay in their use of ace- 
tate until the fall but the request 
has been nixed. Number of the 
companies have been operating in 
the red and the upped expenditures 
will make their going all the 
harder. 

Metro is jumping ahead of sched- 
ule in its conversion. Company has 
ordered complete use of acetate 
by June 12. No immediate change 
in fireproofing or packaging of 
prints is planned. However, in- 
dustry will soon launch a drive to 
ease fire laws on booths and ex- 
changes to cut costs on future con- 
struction. 

Added advantage is seen in the 
prospects of exchanges being lo- 
cated in ordinary office buildings. 
Previously, special buildings had 
to be tenanted because of the fire 
hazard. 
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PENCER TRACY @ JOAN BENNETT 
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DON TAYLOR @ BILLIE BURKE 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Ploe Spectacular Stage Pretentation 
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Lonely Place” 
with GLORIA GRARAME 


A COLUMBIA PICTURE 


V An lainlith a cadien 







mideight feamre 
Nightly 
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PAUL DOUGLAS 
JEAN PETERS 


in ‘Love That Brute’ 
—On Stage— 


SID CAESAR 700 fe. 
with IMOGENE COCA 28% 
Sixtra! FAVE 
EMERSON ,wowes 
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RADIO'S ‘WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 





Toscy s 4006 Take 


Total take of Arturo Toscanini 


and the NBC Symphony Orches- 


tra, which wound up its transcontinental tour Saturday night (27) 


in Philadelphia, 


to more than 100,000 persons. 
The tour was underwritten by 


house assurances, didn’t expect to make money. 


was in excess of $400,000. 
major cities as New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, etc. 


with a $9 top in such 
Toscy played 
RCA, 


which, despite the packed- 


It was estimated 


before the tour started that it would probably cost the company 


about $250,000, with the admissio 
and expenses, 

Even transcending the 400G, 
goodwill payoff accruing not on 


ns taking care of orchestra salary 


which ran to $26,000 a week. 


relations- 
but to the 


however, is the public 
ly to NBC and RCA, 


radio-music industries in general. 


It remained for the 83-year-old 
boy” of the radio industry; 


to excite nationwide 


“slamor 
the 


maestro to emerge as the 
interest in 


medium at a time when it is needed most. 


NBC now 
Toscanini-NBC Symph concerts w 
at night or “catch as catch can” 
priority next fall, 
acclaim accorded the tour. 


figures that stations that 


when Toscy returns, 


formerly sluffed off the 
ith transcribed playbacks at 11:30 
segments, will give it cream time 
in the wake of the public 








Hope-Lever Impasse May Leave NBC 


On AM Fall Limb: 


Comic Free for TV 





which claims it 
sealed and delivered 
may find 


NBC, 
Hope signed, 
to an exclusive contract, 
itself in an 
the upcoming season, unless the 
comedian and Lever Bros. manage 
to come to some kind of an un- 
dersta‘iding. 

Hope threatens to “sit it out” 
on radio it his sponsor, Lever Bros., 
is adamant in clinging to its four- | 
year contract with Hope, which the | 


latter wants to tear up. If, come | 
the fall, the Lever-Hope impasse | 
has not been resolved and the| 


comic fails to return to his Tues- | 
day night radio spot, his unexpired | 


contract will prevent him from | 
working for anybody else—so far | 
as radio is concerned. And NBC | 


will be laying it on the line for a 
top-salaried, non-working comic. 

However, the Lever deal doesn’t 
prevent Hope from moving into, 
TV. as he's already doing for 
Frigidaire (five shows at 40G 
each). It’s reported that both 
Chesterfield and Buick would oe 
to envision a Hope in their 
future, and if Hope can get off t 
Lever radio hook, Chesterfield is 
said to be standing by for the AM | 
coup, as well, to round out its ABC 
slogan with (A)rthur Godfrey; | 
(B)ob Hope, and Bing (C)rosby. 

Perry Como has been iceman | 
with the ABC slogan, but his =. 
terfield future is currently in 
state of flux. 





Fibber & Molly — 
Skidding Off Wax? 


Hollywood, May 30. 
It’s still very much up in the 
air whether “Fibber and Molly” 


return in the fall for Johnson wax, 
the comedy team’s sponsor for the 
past 16 years. On last week’s sign- 
off. announcer Harlow Wilcox said 
they would be back but didn’t say 
for whom, ; 
“The McGee’s”—Jim and Marian 
Jordan, and their head writer, Don 
Quinn, are all under contract to 
NBC, which insures their return. 
At Needham, Louis & Brorby agen- 
cy it was said that sponsor has 
until mid-summer to act on the op- 
tion. Team was kinescoped for TV 
some weeks ago and sponsor is re- 
ported to have been impressed. 





Sterling Nomination 
Is Sent to Senate 


Washington, May 30. 
Nomination of George Sterling 
for a second term as a member of 
the FCC was sent to the Senate | 
last week by President Truman. | 
Sterling, whose term expires June | 
30, is one of two engineers who are | 


Commissioners, the other being Ed- 


ward Webster. 

Comr. Sterling was appointed to 
fill out the unexpired term of for- 
mer Comr. FE. K. Jett, who re- 
signed in 1947 to assume direction 
of the Sun newspaper FM and TV 
stations in Baltimore. 


has Bob * 


awkward position in|} 


NBC’s Hope Fulfilled 
Hollywood, May 30. 


will announce this 
week that it has inked - Bob 
Hope to a long-termer, com- 
mitting him to the network ex- 
clusively for radio and video. 
Negotiations startéd several 
weeks ago by prexy Joe Mce- 
Connell and was carried to a 
conclusion by Niles Trammel 
early this week, while Hope 
and Jimmy Saphier were in 
N. Y. for Frigidaire TV _ spe- 
cial. Terms were undisclosed 
but it will involve several mil- 
lion dollars. 

Also in making is a package 
buy of Jimmy Durante show 
for radio and television, with 
negotiations started Monday 
(29), 


NBC 








: Court Rules In 
Favor of Petry: 
Christal Exiting! 


Long-simmering battle between 


| Edward Petry and Henry Christal, 


over control of the lucrative Petry 
& Co. station rep organization, 
which has been pending in 
courts for many months, was re- 
solved last Friday (26) when the 
New York state court of appeals 
affirmed a previous decision of the 
appelate division, in favor of 
Petry. 

While Petry and Christal have 
about an equal financial share on 
the business, along with Ed Voy- 
now, 
the organization, the 
tal long-standing feud centered 
around policy control and who shall 
make decisions. 

-Immediate conjecture was wheth- 
er Christal would exit the organi- 
zation and throw in his lot else- 
where. If he does, it’s considered 


‘likely that he’ll take along some of 


the big station accounts. 


Since the feud broke out into 
the open, many Petry clients have 


‘had the station rep outfit on pro- 


bation, holding up negotiations on 
new contracts in a “plague on both 
houses” stance. However, it 


your 
was inevitable that some of the 
big-league station clients should 
take sides, some backing Petry 


and others inclined toward Chris: 
tal’s way of thinking. 


Ted Steele Shifts East 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Ted Steele. Benton & Bowles 
veepee, transfers to the N. Y. office 
in fall. He heads east Thursday 
(1). where for five weeks he will 
discuss his new duties. 
Al Kay, also veepee, will head 





| the Hollywood office. 


the | 


who operates the Chi end of | 
Petry-Chris- | 





NETWORK rep NBC the Winnah—at $3,000,000— 


For Groucho s 8-Year Services 


NEW SPHERES 


To the frequent query “what's 
become of so-and-so,” the follow- 
ing is a partial list that immedi- 
ately comes to mind of former of- 
ficers of NBC and CBS who since 
1942 have moved into other opera- 
tional spheres. 

NBC 

Frank Mason, former veepee in 
charge of public relations. (Now 
publisher of a weekly in Virginia. 

| He’s also public relations consult- 
ant for Herbert Hoover, and main- 
tains a New York office at the Ritz 
|Carlton hotel). Came into the 
limelight recently with his “Goeb- 
bels Diaries.” 

Ken Dyke, former administrative 
veepee in charge of programming. 


(Now veepee in charge of public 
relations for Young & Rubicam 
and member of the agency Plans 
Board). | 

Clarence Menser, former pro- 
gramming veepee. (Currently 
shopping around after brief inter- 


val as Florida station owner). 

Lloyd Enger, former veepee in 
charge of the NBC Recording 
Division. (Now public relations 
director for the Hudson & Manhat- 
tan Railway Co.). 

Roy Witmer, former veepee in 
charge of sales. (Died a few weeks 
ago). 
| A. L. Ashby, former veepee and 
| general counsel, 


work legal affairs. (Now president 


of Olivet Coliege, Olivet, Mich.). 
Clay Morgan, former Assistant 
to the President. (Now account 


executive for the Allied Syndicate. | 
in annual billings. 


CBS 
Frank W. White, former vice- | 
president and _ treasurer. (Now 
| president of Mutual). 
| Paul W. Kesten, former vice- 


chairman of the board of directors 
and previously exec veepee and 
general manager. (Now retired 
and living on ranch in Mexico). 
| Davidson Taylor, former veepee 
'in charge of public affairs pro- 
| gramming. (Without official port- 
| folio; now vacationing with family 
| in Italy). 
| Douglas Coulter, former pro- 
| gramming veepee. (Currently hud- 
dling with WOR, N. Y., on program 


post after long period of inac- 
tivity). , 
Donald W. Thornburg, former 


'veepee in charge of western divi- 
sion. (Now general manager of 
WCAU in Philadelphia). 
Victor M. Ratner, 
charge of sales promotien. 
| promotion-advertising veepee 


veepee_ in 
(Now 
for 
; Macy’s). 

Mefford R. Runyon, former vee- 
pee. (Now with American Cancer 
Society). 

Harry C. Butcher, former 
pee. (Now owner of KIST, Santa 
Barbara. Winner last week of a 
VARIETY Showmanagement Award 
for outstanding showmanship by a 
postwar station). 

Paul Hollister, former veepee in 
charge of promotion. (Currently 
associated with wife, Carol Irwin, 
in her 
tivities). 


PHIL BAKER DAYTIME 
SHOW ON ABC AGENDA 


' Based on the current trend of es- 
tablished radio names going into 
daytime radio, ABC program top- 
per Leonard Reeg is auditioning 
Phil Baker for an audience partici- 
pation strip, 
moon.” 
Reeg has already taped a tryout 
of “Talk Back,’ a quarter-hour 
cross-the-boarder airing listeners’ 
| gripes. Following the beef, there’s 
la recorded answer by the party in- 
| volved. If a dialer’s complaint is 


vee- 





in charge of net- | 


multiple TV program ac- , 
| $30,000 a year salary, the magazine 
|is buying him a home in Tokyo, 


“Three On a Honey- 


| that chain stores overcharge, a gro- | 


|cery exec will give his answer 
|Happy Felton emcees. 


In the nighttime field the web 


is negotiating with Paul Douglas to! 


play the lead in “The Great Mouth- 
piece,” based on the Gene Fowier 
tome, since the deal for Broderick 
Crawford to star fell through. Also 
being auditioned 
| Gudel whodunit, “One False Step.” 


is a new John! 





Mi . > J . 
acHarrie’s Switch 

After five years as radio and tele 
production supervisor with Young 
& Rubicam, Lindsay MacHarrie has 
moved over to Calkins & Holden, 
Carlock, McClinton & Smith, 
where he’ll be manager of AM and 
TV production. Recently merged 
agency has been expanding broad- 
cast activities since former MBS 
sales v.p. Z. C. Barnes moved in the 
first of the year. 


New Clients For — 
Ed Murrow With 
5006 CBS Gain 


Ed Murrow, CBS commentator, 
flew out of New York for his Ber- 
lin assignment late last week, with 
a new sponsor lined up for the new 
season. 

Moving swiftly into action on the 
heels of the Campbell Soup (Fran- 
co-American Spaghetti) notification 
that it was cancelling out on Mur- 
row upon expiration of the current 
13-week cycle, CBS prexy Frank 
Stanton not only grabbed off a 
brace of new clients for the Mur- 
row cross-the-board stanza. 
der conditions that will fetch the 
web an additional $500,000 a year 





New bankroilers of Murrow will 
be American Oil Co. (Amco), which 
will pick up the tab for the full 
eastern network spread, and Stand- 
ard Oil of Indiana, the latter foot- 
ing the bili for a hookup embrac- 
ing the rest of the country. Under 
the dual sponsorship, and without 
benefit of the Campbell Soup dis- 
count for his contiguous back-to- 
back program rate, it gives CBS 
an added $500,000 income. 

For Amoco it means the revival 
of a wartime association with Mur- 
row, the oil company having spon- 
sored the commentator’s “This Is 
London” reports that projected 
Murrow into the bigtime sweep- 
stakes as a prestige-laden gabber. 


Fisher Quitting NBC to Be 
General Manager of Jap 
Reader’s Digest Edition 


Sterling Fisher, manager of the 
Public Affairs and Educational De- 
partment at NBC, is resigning 
from the network July 1 to become 
general manager of the Japanese 
edition of Reader’s Digest, with 
headquarters in Tokyo. Before 
leaving the country, however, 
Fisher will spend three months at 
the New York office of RD for in- 


doctrination. 
In addition to paying Fisher 





which it is also decorating. 
Fisher was chosen for the post 
on the basis of his Japanese schol- 


arship. He formerly taught at the 
U. of Western Japan, in Tokyo, 
and before joining NBC nearly 


nine years ago was Far East editor 
for the New York Times. 

NBC has not decided on a re- 
placement yet. 

Japanese edition of RD currently 
has a circulation of 1,500,000 and 
because of its scarcity has become 
a “black market” commodity in 
Tokyo. One of Fisher’s initial as- 
signments will be to edit a Braille 
edition for the Japanese blind. 


Okay WLEC 836 Sale 


Cleveland, May 30. 
WLEC, in nearby Sandusky, has 
received FCC approval for a switch 
from L. A. Pixley to Albert T. Hei- 
ser and Heiser and Associates. 
Stock transfer is estimated at 





‘around $83,000. 


but urte) 


+ Hollywood, May 30 

Striking back at the CBS raiding 
parties that made off with most of 
their prize chattel, NBC bagged a 
whopper last Saturday (27) when 
it outbid Columbia's Bill Paley for 
the Groucho Marx-John Guedel 
package, “You Bet Your Life.” It 
took $2,000,000 to crack the jack- 
pot and if annual options are taken 
up after five years, another check 
for $1,000,000 will have to be made 
out to the partners. Roughly, 
Guedel and Marx will split up close 
to $7,000 a week. 


After weeks of dickering back 
and forth, deal was finally closed 
at the Beverly Hills hotel when 


sealed bids were opened. By pre- 


arrangement, there was to be no 
advance in price after proposals 
were submitted. CBS’ bid was 
said to be “substantially lower” 
, than that made by NBC prexy 
Joseph McConnell. Only state- 
ment by CBS was, ‘“‘we have with- 


drawn from the negotiations.” 

Finalizing of the most impor- 
tant talent deal of year is con- 
tingent on NBC clearing time ac- 
ceptable to current sponsors of 
“You Bet Your Life,” DeSoto- 
Plymouth. NBC offered same 
Wednesday night time show now 
occupies on CBS, which may take 
high salesmanship by McConnell 
and board chairman Niles Tram- 
mell, to swing. .Presently niched 
in proferred slot vs Bristol-Myers 
k the Bank,” and Lee Bristol 
own to be a hard man to 
when he doesn’t want to. 
onsummating the deal, NBC 
t} wer show, which is tabbed 
oto- Plymouth at $8,500 a 
' $9,000 in fall. 
Sponsor more years to 
go on current contract. Network 
then hired Groucho Marx as a 
comic, and John Guedel as pro- 
ducer-consultant at weekly salaries. 
For five years they are guar- 
anteed $2,000,000 and then the 
vearly options start for next three 
years. Some of the payment is 
spread over 10 years as a tax ex- 
pedient. 

Important factor in swinging 
show to NBC was said. to be net- 
work’s present strong position in 
television. Show will be filmed at 
NBC within next two weeks as TV 
test and if Desoto-Plymouth doesn’t 
accept it, NBC is free to make 
video deal elsewhere. Quizzer will 
be simulcast next season if auto- 
maker accepts sample, otherwise 
two mediums would be separated. 

Groucho came to his good for- 


(Continued on page 32) 


M-G Lifts Embargo 
On CBS Guesting 


Hollywood, May 30. 

It’s all serene again between 
Metro and CBS. Battle over cred- 
its was amicably composed when 
the picture studio agreed to judge 
each case on its individual merits. 

Break came eight weeks ago 
when Leo roared at picture credits 
being speeded and sloughed at 
close of the broadcast. CBS balked 
at crediting pictures midway, 
especially where the guestar has 
no connection with the picture 
plugged. Harry Ackerman of CBS 
and L. K. Sidney ended the em- 
bargo and Metro stars are now 
free to guest on CBS shows. 


Thornburgh’s $5,000 For 
Lee Estate Appraisal 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Donald W. Thornburgh is on 
two-week leave from the presidency 
of WCAU, Philadelphia, to make 
an appraisal of the Thomas Lee 
properties for prospective purchas- 
ers. Job pays him $5,000. 

Bids were opened yesterday 
(Mon.) by the public administrator 
for the Lee estate, which includes 
three radio and one television sta 
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Hallmark to Offset 


Recent Bad K.C. 


Publicity With Airer on ‘Good Side 


-. 





Kansas City, May 30. 
Broadcast of the Hallmark 
Plavhouse which originates here in 


a special hour-long show Thurs- | 


day (1), will have some of the 


most 
sponsor every given a singl® show. 
The CBS drama session is being 
brought here by the Hallmark 
Greeting Card Co., to tell the 
“other” story of Kansas Cit) _ 
fown’s growth and progress in 
contrast to the sensational news 
emanating recently. 

Hallmark boosted the show from 
fis usual half-hour to a full hour, 
and set two guest stars—Jane Wy- 
man and Robert Young—instead 
of the usual single name. James 
Hilton is the regular host and nar- 
rator. Story material is from 
“City of the Future,’ book by 
Henry Haskell, Jr., and Richard 
Fowler, editorial writers of the 
Kansas City Star, documenting 
the first’ 10 decades of the city’s 
history, this being the year of its 
centennial celebration. 

With this material 
virtually the whole town has got- 
ten behind promotion ec the show 
Star newspaper is being generous 
with space and stories for local in- 
terest. Large list of civic organ- 
izations is spreading news otf 
broadcast to other clubs across the 
country, Officers of Rotary, Ki- 
wanis. Lions, Metro, Optimist, 
Chamber of Commerce and many 
other clubs are sénding letters to 
sister chapters. Members also in- 
dividually are sending out post- 
cards to out-of-town friends her- 
alding the broadcast to the tune of 
some 65,000 cards furnished by the 
sponsor but mailed at expense of 
the individual. 

City, County Cooperation 

City hall and county offices like- 
are cooperating, officials 
sending letters to other compara- 
ble city and county officials across 
the country. A number of firms, 


to work on 


wise 


such as the J. C. Nichols Co., 
Trans World Airline and Kansas 
Citv Southern, are tying in with 


the broadcast with letters, post- 
eards and counter cards. 

KMBC, CBS Kansas City affili- 
ate, has joined the accolade with 
letters to station managers of the 
162-station net carrying the show, 
posteards to a selected client list, 
spot announcements and increased 
number of publication contacts. 
Frank Glenn, publisher of the 
book, has issued a special broad- 
side to a mailing list, tying up the 
broadcast with the book. 


Sponsor is following through 
with letters to its dealers and 
salesmen, postcard notices sent 


out by employees and_ friends, 
counter cards to all dealers and 
generally sparking the other pro- 
motions. 

Stars and production 
entirety are moving in for 
show. 
Bill Gay, director, have been on 
hand since last Friday, conferring 


staff in 


on story material and broadcast of | 
Hilton arrived Sunday, 


details. 
and Young and Miss Wyman are 
due in Wednesday. Lynn Murray, 
musical director; music leads, and 
contingent of radio actors are also 
making the trip here from Holly- 
wood. 

Thursday evening schedule 


(Continued on page 53) 


Skippy Peanut Miffed As 
CBS Has to Renege on Its 
Time Segment Switch 


CBS ran into a snag last week 
on its Thursday summer program 
lineup when it was forced to re- 
nege on a promise made to its 
Skippy Peanut Butter client on a 
more favorable time segment. 





Usually heard Thursday nights at | 
10:30, the “Skippy Hollywood The- | 
atre’’ was given the 10 o’clock pe- | 


intensive promotion by its | 


the | 
Jean Holloway, writer, and | 


° 


Chi’s Chez Husband-Wife 
Disk Jockey Show Set 


Chicago, May 30. 

The first husband-wife disk 
jockey show hits the airwaves here 
from the Chez Paree starting June 
2 from 11:30 to 1 a.m... Myron 
Wallace and wife, Buff Cobb, 
do the platter-chatter_sessions, six 
nights weekly, using Chez 
talent and other celebs. Mrs. Wal- 
lace is former legit actress, appear- 
ing with Tallulah Bankhead in 
‘Private Lives” last year before her 
marriage. 

Show, over WMAQ, NBC outlet, 
is the only one at present that is 
being aired from local  nitery, 
although several others are think- 
ing along the same lines including 


the Blackhawk and the Silver 
Frolics. Program takes over the 
time which formerly housed the 


old 11.60 Club which brought Dave 
Garroway his first local fame. 


Hooper, Nielsen 
Bypassing Philly? 


Philadelphia, May 30. 

Both A. C. Nielsen and C. E. 
Hooper are believed to have put 
themselves on the sput here yester- 
day (Tues.) by filing counter- 
claims against Sindlinger & Co., 
asking the court to throw out the 
case brought against them since 
they do not do business in this 
district. They pleaded on that 
basis that the federal district court 
here has no jurisdiction over them. 
It was pointed out, however, that 
if they don’t conduct business in 
Philly, then they are attempting to 
get a nationwide audience sample 
while excluding the country’s third 
largest market area. 





Hooper said his only client in 
eastern Pennsylvania is the N. W. 
Ayer agency and his only em- 
ployees are “some 10 housewives 
who make phone calls and work 
only part-time, rarely more than 
two at the same time.” Nielsen 


admitted he has one empioyee here 
whose only duty “is in connection 
with 23 homes in which audimeters 
are installed in the city.” 

Judge granted Sindlinger the 
right to take depositions next week 
in an attempt to prove both Niel- 
sen and Hooper fall within 
court's jurisdiction, thereby indi- 
cating Sindlinger has won the first 
round in the legal battle. 


2506 Plagiarism Suit 
Filed Vs. CBS’ ‘Brooks’: 
Kyser, Colgate Litigation 


N. Y. supreme court was busy 
last week with writers suing the 
webs for alleged plagiarism of their 
ideas. Scripter Don Ettlinger filed 
charges that CBS’ “Our 
Brooks” is a misappropriation of 
his property and asked $250,000. 
He claims that under a contract 
with the web in °47 he wrote a 
show for Shirley Booth, that CBS 
,;used his audition script without 
j|payment and later repudiated the 
| contract. 





| Margaret Fisher, writer of “Find- | 


'er’s Keeper” heard on NBC in 46, 
|is suing Kay Kyser, Colgate, Ted 
Bates agency and Lou Fulton, al- 
leging that their program, ‘“Com- 
edy ot Errors,” is copied from hers. 
Last week defendants took legal 
moves to dismiss the action be- 
cause of failure to prosecute. 


' demands closer liaison among pro- | 


j 
| 


will | 


| 
name | 


the eon meeting, 


Liv’s Major Expansion 


Transcription library field today 


ducer, station, agency and sponsor, 
according to John L. Sinn, of the 
Frederic W. Ziv Co. As a result, 
since Jan. 1 the outfit has set up 
three new sales divisions ‘south- 
east, southwest and north central) 
and has added 16 new salesmen. 
Ziv expects to hire an additional 
60 account executives headquarter- 


ing in key U. S. cities by Dec. 31. | 





NBC’s Unique Tie-In On 


ibe made 


| Park. 


Minn. Educational Project 
Via ‘Tapes for Teaching’ 


Unique tiein between a radio net- 
work and the nation’s schools was 
set this week when NBC granted 
Minnesota's Dept. of Education the 
right to transcribe via tape four 
of its top publie service programs 
for distribution to schools through- 
out the country Four shows are 
“Univ. of Chicago Roundtable.” 
“American Forum of the Air,” 
“Living—1950” and the monthly 
“United Nations Documentary” pro- 
grams on the “America United” 
series. 

Tapes of the four shows are to 
aveilable to all schools 
gratis, as part of Minnesota’s na- 
tionwide experimental summer pro- 
gram, It’s expected that the pro- 
grams will be used both by sum- 
mer school students and by teach- 
ers taking advanced courses on 
audio-radio teaching methods. Dept. 
of Education will continue to fur- 
nish the tapes to Minnesota schools 
following the summer project, as 
part of its “Tapes for Teaching” 
system. 

Deal was set by Sterling W. Fish- 
er, NBC’s public affairs and educa- 
tion chief, and Richard C. Brower, 
head of the audio-visual-radio edu- 
cation of Minnesota’s Dept. of Edu- 
cation. To get the recordings, 
school officials must mail to the 
department a blank reel of mag- 
netic sound tape, on which the de- 
sired shows will be transcribed 
from a master tape, and returned. 


Bes en. Agenda 


For Femme B’ casters 


Cleveland. May 30. 

Three days of forums, sidetrips 
and a talk by Ralph W. Hardy, 
NAB director of Government Rela- 
tions, will highlight the seventh 
annual convention of the Assn. of 
Women Broadcasters, opening here 
June 1 at Hotel Cleveland. 

Justin Miller, NAB president, 
had been scheduled to make the 
main address at the June 3 lunch- 
but he stepped out 
and Hardy moved in. Hardy's talk 
is pegged: ‘Whither the Magic 
Touch?” 

Following registration, delegates 
will visit General Electric’s Nela 
They'll also take trips to 





ithe Northern Ohio Food Terminal, 
_ witness WNBK'’s “Thru the Kitchen 


Miss | 


Window” and hear a series of dis- 
cussions including, “Forum on 
Foods,” presented by the Grocery 
Manufactur. ~« of America. Partici- 
pants in the forum will be W. How- 
ard Chase, director of public rela- 


tions, General Foods; Milton Fair- 


(Continued on page 32) 





Harlem Merchants Buy 


| Y., representing some 500 


Religioso Sans Comm'!s 
Group of six Harlem, N. Y.. mer- 
chants have bought time on WHOM 
for a public service airer without 
commercials. 

Show will be “Sunday Evening 
Meditation,” produced in coopera- 
tion with the Interdenominational 
Ministers Meeting of Greater, N. 
Negro 
churches in the area. Religious 
program will be heard Sundays at 


| 10:30-11 p.m., starting June 4. 


Atlanta Needs Radio-TV ‘Who's Who’ 





Dorethy Lewis Off On 
.8,000-Mile UN Junket 


Dorothy Lewis, station relations 
coordinator of United Nations Ra- 
dio, left Lake Success yesterday 
(Tues.) for an  8,000-mile, two- 
month tour in which she'll hit 59 
cities. 

Purpose of 
she will confer 


the trip, on which 
with broadcasters 
and UN leaders, is to discuss the 
international organization’s new 
code for commercial sponsorship, 
UN Radio’s plans for the coming 
season and to outline local promo- 
tion campaigns for UN airers. 


Start Anew On 
Richards Hearing 


Washington, May 30. 
After a two-month recess, FCC 
hearings on the G. A. Richards 





news-slanting case will start all 
over again next Tuesday '(5) in 


Los Angeles due to a change in 
examiners occasioned by the death 
of J. Fred Johnson who presided 
at the KMPC sessions in March 
until an adjournment was taken 
April 1. Examiner James D. Cun- 
ningham will take over at the 
bench and Commission General 
Counsel Benedict Cottone will di- 
rect the same legal team, headed 
by Frederick Ford, which  pre- 
sented the FCC case at the earlier 
hearings. 

New hearings were ordered by 
the Commission last week at the 
recommendation of Cottone_ to 
grant the request of Hugh Fulton, 
counsel for Richards, for a de novo 
proceeding. The action means that 
the entire record of the hearings 
held before Johnson is “stricken.” 
The Commission was understood to 
have granted the request to kill off 
any possible claim for appeal on 
the grounds a tair hearing was not 
provided. 

Presence of Cottone at the hear- 
ings is believed to indicate the in- 
troduction of surprise witnesses 
in the Commission’s case, which is, 
in effect, a revocation proceeding 
against all three valuable stations 
owned by Richards. In addition to 
KMPC in L. A.,, stations WJR in 
Detroit and WGAR in Cleveland 
are affected. 

Order of testimony is expected 
to be determined at a pre-hearing 
conference to be held this week 
in L. A. before Examiner Cunning- 
ham. Fulton may be expected to 
ask that he be allowed to proceed 
with defense witnesses but Cottone 
will probably insist that in view 
of the fact that a de novo hearing 
was ordered, which Fulton had 
asked for, that the Commission be 
allowed to present its case first. 


‘Col. Stoopnagle,’ 52, 
Dies of Heart Ailment; 
Pioneer Comic on Air 


Frederick Chase Taylor, 52, 
radio’s “Col. Lemuel Q. Stoop- 
nagle,” died Monday (29) in a Bos- 
ton hospital of a heart ailment. 
Teamed with Budd Hulick, an an- 
nouncer, as ‘“Stoopnagle and 
Budd,” they became one of the 
earliest top-rated comedy duos in 
radio, airing via CBS during the 
early 1930s. Team maintained 
their popularity until 1937, when 
they separated. Since then, Taylor 
had guested on several radio and 

(Continued on page 53) 

















riod being vacated for the summer | 


by “Hallmark Playhouse.” It was a 
break for CBS, too, since the fill- 


ing of 10:30 is of less vital concern | 


that the cream 10 o’clock segment. 
After the Skippy people had 


notified its clients and started the | 
promotion ball rolling, CBS then | 


got its highly lucrative ‘bundle or- 
der” 
hours, on condition, however, that 
Thursday at 10 go with it. 


lumbia had to beg off to Skippy. | 
When last heard from, the peanut 
butter outfit was plenty miffed. 


from Wrigley for 24 half- | 
Co- | 





Nielsen's Top 10—CBS, 7; ABC, 2; NBC, 1 





(APRIL 16-22) 
Current Previous Current Rating 

Rank Rank Program Homes Homes Points 
Evening, Once-a-W eek (000) ¢ Change 

1 1 Se TE TOMO CC oc esc kbc bs bcce ences 10.460 25.7 +44 

2 3 es LY RESEND. avs < Gnas KK6 8 ee EN-0 0a eee eee . 7,896 19.4 +0.5 

3 2 fog BO ee re 7.652 18.8 —0.1 

4 11 Waiter Winchell (ABC) oo. cicwccnccoscts > 7,285 17.9 -+2.6 

5 4 Bimuer d Moy (NBC) on ccawdecesvven (<sKesa> eae 17.2 —0.8 

| 6 8 ay Wee SOU SED bss ve kde awd eeeduavinece 6.716 16.5 +0.1 
7 9 Edgar Bergen (CBS) ....... ee busin Tee 6.309 15.5 —O.9 

8 7 Pee A AG eee ns 000. 0 ie we ew beeeeee es 6,185 15.2 —1.3 

9 30 Pas. Oe Pee & War (CHS) is cciccccecicsss 6.064 14.9 +2.5 

10 24 See BO WOU Pik. TAD . .ccccasectcsscveces. SH 14.8 +1.7 


‘pive 


In Wake of Multiple Station Shifts 


Atlanta, May 39. 
Wednesday (31) at midnight the 
switch will be pulled. on WCON, 


AM and FM, local ABC affiliate, 
for the rast ime. Station, owned 


and operated by Atlanta Constitu. 
tion Publishing Co., will go into 
limbo as result of merger of At. 
lanta’s two remaining newspapers, 
Constitution and James M. Cox's 
Journal, into one operating com- 
pany, Atlanta Newspapers, Inc., 
which. in future will operate WSB 
AM. FM and TV. Leonard Reinsch 


is general manager of Cox radio 
properties. 

ABC standard network = will 
switch to WGST Thursday. That 
station. owned by Georgia Insti- 
tute of Technology, is now Mutual's 
mouthpiece here. WATL and 


WQXI. local indies, are both bid- 
ding for MBS affiliation. Mean- 
while. it will remain with WGST 
until September. WQXI, a daytimer 
owned and operated by Bob Roun- 
saville, has an application on file 
before the FCC for fulltime opera- 


tion. Rounsaville owns and oper- 
ates three stations in Tennessee 
that are tied into MBS web. 


Meanwhile. WAGA, CBS affiliate 
here, has an application before 
FCC seeking 550 spot on dial now 
occupied by WCON. They want this 
band to get out of their nightly 
hassle with Cuban stations, which 
them no end of trouble at 

during night operations. 
WAGA, which also has FM and 
teevee stations, has signed a con- 
tract with Atlanta Newspapers, 
Inec., to pay $237.000 for WCON’s 
land, towers, building and _ trans- 
mitter providing FCC okavs their 
application for the 550 dial loca- 
tion. WAGA is owned by Storer 
interests. 

WGGA, Gainesville, owned and 
operated by Charles Smithgall, has 
an application before FCC for 790 
kilocycles, now utilized by WAGA. 
His chances, of course, are con- 
tingent upon Commission's ’reen 
light on WAGA's plea for 550. 

David H. Carpenter. general 
manager of WCON, will ioin Music 
Corp. of America as director of 
national sales of radio attractions. 
MCA is exclusive sales agents for 
M-G-M_ transcribed radio attrac- 
tions. It will be this department 
that Carpenter will head up. Cer- 
penter came to Atlanta three vears 
ago to manage WCON, which went 
on the air early in 1948, from 
WINR, Binghamton, N. Y._ Prior 
to that he was with WKNE, Keene, 
N. H. 

Associated with Carpenter in his 
new MCA connection will be Cren- 
shaw Bonner, WCON'’s sales man- 
ager. He will handle the nationa! 
advertising sales. They will head- 
quarter in New York. Gaines Alien, 
WCON’s retail sales manager, will 
also be associated with Carpenter 
as Southern Division manager, with 
h.q. in Atlanta. 

_ WCON’s news editor, Don Elliott. 
will join WSB’s news staff. George 
Brvant, popular WCON disk iockev, 
will go on the payroll of WSB-TV. 

Harvey Aderhold, technical di- 
rector of WCON. who supervised 
the building of the station's AM, 
FM and TV properties, will re- 
main with the TV part of the oper- 
ation pending its takeover by WSB. 
WCON-TV died before it could get 
on the air, although its majestic 
1,100-foot $190,000 tower has been 
completed and is now being tested. 
It will eventually be used. along 
with WCON’s teevee channel. by 
WSB, who, in turn, will surrender 
their own channel. The same is 
true of WCON’s FM license. 


Laredo’s 60,000 Pop. 
Without Radio Station 
As KPAB Checks Off 


Laredo, Tex., May 30. 

For the first time in 12 years, this 
city is without a radio outlet. KPAB 
went off the air last Monday (22). 
‘Outlet is owned and operated by 
Mark Perkins. This city has a popu- 
lation of 60,000. 

Allen K. Tish, general manager 
of the Laredo Times and one of the 
creditors who have been financing 
the station in recent months said 
‘the outlet was closed because of a 
consistent operating loss. Tish 
stated that losses ranged from $1,- 
'000 to $3,000 a month. 
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HOOVER GUNS FOR NAB’S NECK 





Cigarets in the Dark 


Considerable confusion appears to be attending the cigaret spon- 


sorship picture, 


If the networks are inclined to be jittery during 
the current between-shows uncertainty, it’s 


because millions of 


dollars*in radio and TV billings are at stake. 


Camel, for example, 
given up Screen Guild Players. 
two, to date, on the radio side, 
scheduled for axing. 


On the Chesterfield front there’s equal uncertainty 
in resolving the Perry Como year-to-go contract. 


is shedding itself of the Jimmy 
show because of a stalemate on TV commitments. 
That makes R. 
with its Ed Wynn 


Durante 
Camel, too, has 
J. Reynolds minus 
TV entry also 


, particularly 
Como’s Sunday 


night at 8 TV show goes off, with his radio program also reportedly 


getting the heave. But from 


where 


reshuffle of its Arthur Godfrey 


all accounts, 
into the Chesterfield programming schedule next season. A 
multiple billings looks likely, 


Como will fit some- 


and 


some say don’t be surprised if Bob Hope winds up in the Chester- 


field columns next season. 

Lucky 
on Frank Sinatra’s 
video picture, 


status of ‘“‘Hit Parade.”’ 


Strike will be one radio show 
“Light Up Time,” 
with some question as to the permanence of the 
Robert Montgomery Monday night dramatics and the 


less, having cancelled out 
and confusion attends the 


AM vs. TV 








Winchell Comes to 


Grips With 


‘Nielsensus in Rating Give & Take 


Both the Hooper and 
rating services compute their find- 
ings “on a seemingly ridiculous 
and unbelievably small number of 
homes,”” ABC commentator 


ter Winchell wrote A. C. Nielsen 
last week. Winchell was answer- 
ing a letter in which the statis- 


tician asked the columnist to stop | 
ries gr F | Monday 


“unjustified potshots’” at 
“find out how we can 


taking 
him and to 
help you.” 
In his missive, Nielsen 
to a Winchell column item that the | 
Hooper survey was based on aboiit | 
3.700 phone calls while Nielsen 
data is based on only 1,375 homes. 
Nielsen said that Hooper's ratings | 
divided about 45 phones per min- 
ute among 36 cities—or a total of 
675 homes called during the quar- 
ter-hour Winchell newscast. He 
contrasted this with his 1,500 audi- 
meters. 
Nielsen 
gabber 
because 


added that the ABC 
Hooper's big-city 
tration over-emphasizes TV 
Nielsen’s geographical 
tion in large towns and small ham- 


while 


lets gives a more accurate picture. | 


the research 
questioned 


Replying to 
per, Winchell 


top- 
how 


1,500 audimeters can measure 40,-) 
Families | 
with audimeters have well-defined | yotig 
even prejudices, | 
Winchell asked, so “why won't the | 
relative popularity of all programs | 


700,900 radio homes. 


listening habits, 


remain the same each rating pe- | 
riod?” On the contrary, Winchell 
said, “radical changes” occur each 
period, with he himself jumping | 
from eighth to fourth place in the | 
last “Top 10.” 

Asking tor “the dope on Niel- 
-sensus,”’ Winchell fired these ques- 
tions: 
many people are listening to each 
set, and who they are? what about 
car radios, portables and other 
out-of-home sets? how can Nielsen 
deliver data on sponsor identifi- 
cation? 

Trade researchers queried by 
(Continued on page 55) 


8306 Sat. A.M. 
Cheer for CBS 


Carnation, which sponsors the 
CBS “Contented Hour,” is also 
moving into the Columbia daytime 
picture, with the web getting up 
$365,000 in additional annuai bill- 
ings for a Saturday morning pick- 
up of “Carnation Family Party” in 
the 10:30 to 11 segment. It’s an 
audience participation show which 
originates out of KNX, Hollywood, 
and has been heard locally on the 
Coast for some time. 

Program goes network July 1. 
With Morton Downey's new half- 
hour musical show moving into the 
Saturday 10:30 period in October, 
“Carnation Party” will then be 
moved up a half hour to 10 o'clock. 

With the Downey-Coca-Cola bill- 
ings amounting to $465,000, the 
two-way spread adds up to a 





$830,000 morning bonanza for CBS. 


Nielsen * 


Wal- | 


replied | 


| wise, 
| evening showcase will project her 
into the Man- | 
As | 
planned | 


| more 

| hattan 
| part of 
also to integrate her into other mu- 


distribu- | 


‘the Saturday 


how does Nielsen know how | 





| Number 


| neck. 
}on 


| he will “name by name” 





Buildup for Mindy 


Tying in with the new summer 


slotting of Mindy Carson on WNBC, 
|N. Y. key flagship of NBC, 


who goes 
into 7:45 to 8 p.m. Monday-Wednes- 
day-Friday segment starting next 
(4), a “Salute to Mindy 


Carson” campaign is being prepped 


|for her Gotham buildup. 


The singer will retain her 
night (11:15-11:30) slot 
but WNBC feels her early 
prominently 
hub of music 
the buildup, it’s 


activity. 


sical shows. 





Wrigley Okays 
should support his system | 
concen- | 


$900,000 CBS 


Summer Ride 


| Citizens Committee 


As anticipated. the Wrigley Co. 


was all set to ride 
for the 
| week, 

ting in a summer replacement dur- 
ing the eight-week layoff of the 


summer, effective next 


/Tuesday night “Life With Luigi,” | 


and a four-week summer filler for 
night 
show, making a total of 36 half- 
hours of programming, represent- 
ing $500,000 in network billings. 
The Wrigley “bundle buying” in- 
cludes five weeks of the 8:30 to 9 
Monday evening time, starting 
July 3; seven weeks of the Wednes- 


'day at 10 period, effective June 14; 


at 10, 


seven weeks of Thursday 
starting June 15. and five weeks of | 
Friday night at 8, commencing | 
July 7 
“Broadway's My Beat” goes into | 
the Monday period. “Romance” 
'fills in for “Luigi.” “Philip Mar- 
lowe” takes over the Wednesday 
niche. “Johnny Dollar” moves into 


“Cloud Nine” (a 
WBBM. Chi, origination) goes into 
the Friday time for three weeks, 
with “Marlowe” taking over 
the last two weeks “Pursuit” 
subs for Autry’s Saturday show. 
All are CBS house packages, hav- 
ing N.Y., L.A. and Chi origina- 
lions. 


Thursday. 





WNBC Dickering Fiedler 
For Classical Jock Spot 
WNBC, N. Y. key NBC station, 
is dickering with Arthur Fiedler, 
conductor of the Boston “Pops” Or- 
chestra, for a classical disk jockey 
stanza. 

Show would be put into the 11:15 
p. m. to midnight spot on a week- 
day evening, as a companion piece 
to Ben Grauer’s “Listening Booth.” 
Fiedler waxes for RCA Victor and 
the RCA Thesaurus. 


late | 
network- | 
| recommendations. 
| Dr. 


| resolution 
| transfer 
| administrative 
| FCC to the chairman and that it 


ed CBS last weekend that it | 
on 24 addi- | 


i alf- “S ogre ing | : : P ; 
ne: DA-RONTS CF BORETANNS | membership of the National Radio+ 
Mectia 3 re _| Committee of the Citizens Commit- 
That's in adeition te put | tee to which he had been appointed 


| chairman. 
Miller also wrote letters of ap-.| 


Gene Autry | 


for 


| WMGM 
lafternoon Arnay ballcasts 


2s 


MILLER MIF 
EA PALA 


Washington, May 30. 





National Assn. of Broadcasters | 
Is making some strange enemies | 


these days. 


Truman’s Plan 
11 to reorganize the FCC 
has gotten ex-president Herbert 
Hoover out gunning for NAB’s 

Hoover, whose Commission 
Government Reorganization 
made recommendations on which 
Plan 11 was based, has promised 
the pres- 
sure groups “by the use of all the 
English language I am capable” 
which “got in their work on the 
reform that would affect them,” 
while supporting other parts of the 
program. (Hoover spoke _ before 
the Sales Executives Club in New 
York). 

Plan 11, which would vest greater 
responsibilities in operations of 
FCC in the chairman, 
last week in the Senate by 
row margin, 
favorably reported by the Expendi- 
tures Committee which held hear- 
ings on the measure. 
Wayne Coy and Commissionér Ed- 
ward Webster had testified in sup- 
port of the plan. 

Immediately following defeat of 
the plan, NAB prexy Justin Miller 
announced his resignation 
the Citizens Committee for the 
Hoover Report, charging that Plan 
11 was a distortion of the Hoover 
In a letter 
Rebert L. Johnson, chairman 
of the Citizens Committee, Miller 
pointed out that the NAB board 
voted unanimously on April 15 in 
| opposition to the plan. The board’s 
said the plan would 
“important executive and 
functions” of the 


against President 


Hoover 
in 


“perverts” the 
dations ‘‘and is 


recommen- 
conflict with 


| existing law.” 


Miller’s letter was dated May 19 
| but the NAB announcement con- 
| taining its text was made last 
Wednesday (24) after the Senate 
voted. The letter said he had de- 
layed forwarding his resignation 
“because I had hoped that the 
itself would 
take action in opposition to some 
of these plans.” He added that he 
“fortunately” delayed announcing 


preciation to Chairman Edwin C., 
Johnson (D., Colo. of the Senate 
Commerce Committee, Sen. John 
L. McClellan (D., Ark.) and Sen. 
Ernest W. McFarland (D., 
their opposition to the plan. He 
told McFarland he had heard and 
(Continued on page 53) 


WMGM Buys Nat’l Rights 
To Football Giants 


WMGM, Loew’s-owned indie in 
N. Y., has made a deal with the 
Yankee network and the New York 
Giants pro footballers for national 
rights to the latters’ grid games 
this fall. A special network is be- 
ing lined up, skirting areas within 
75 miles of cities such as Philadel- 
phia and Chicago, where the pro 
league has clubs. 

The football deal may also be the 
forerunner of similar special 
webs for its Saturday 
and its 
hockey and pro and college basket- 
ball from Macison Square Garden 
Attempt will be made to sell the 
Garden package to one or two 
bankrollers instead of the five co- 





sponsors who backed the events 
last season. 
Basis on which WMGM_ and 


Yankee bought the Giants Sunday 
afternoon games excludes televis- 
ing the team, The sports-minded 
indie has carried the Giant games 
for 12 years, but this is the first 
time they have been extended out- 
‘side the metropolitan area. 


+ 


DENT 


Orga.wization’s part in | 
| doing a hatcheting job in Congress 


was defeated | 
a nar- | 
although it had been | 


Chairman | 


from | 


to | 


ja veteran 


Ariz) for | 





WOV Bowout Points Up Indie Stance 
Towards NAB; Setup in N.Y. Lean 





‘Just Old Friends’ 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Hollywood buzz about Jerry 
Wald, Warners producer, meeting 
with Harry Ackerman, Coast pro- 
gram chief for CBS, disclosed noth- 
ing more than a meeting of old 
friends back east and dropped hint 
by Wald that NBC was trying to 
move in on Actors Co. deal with 
Hotpoint for occasional specials. 
As for making television pix for 
CBS, both Wald and Ackerman 
agreed it’s a “long way off.” 


Ralston Switch 
To Spots Heavy 


Blow to Mutual 


30. 





Chicago, May 
Ralston-Purina Co., one 
tual network’s biggest clients, with 
billings of $1,250,000, is abandon- 
ing network time in favor of spot 
radio. The cereal firm ad director, 
Gordon M. Philpott, disclosed yes- 
terday (29). 

First Ralston show 
away is Tom Mix, 
tual in late June. 
in radio, 
for Ralston on NBC 
ond Ralston show 
“Checkerboard 
gets the network 
ber. 

Tom Mi; 


to go that- 


having started 
in 1933. Sec- 
on 
Jamboree,” 
axe in Septem- 


money will be spent in 
spot radio mainly announcements, 
according to Philpott. “Checker- 
board ,samboree”’ will be continued, 
but transcribed and spotted mainly 
throughout the south. Gardner 
agency in St. Louis is currently 
selecting stations for the cam- 
paigns. 

As to TV, Philpott said, ‘We 
don’t think it’s the right time for 
us to get into television; but in 
another year I imagine we'll be 
planning a kid video show.” 


Motorola Will Allocate 
$15,000,000 Ad Budget; 
R&R Maps AM-TV Push 


Chicago, May 30. 
Motorola moves into the ranks 
of major bankrollers with a 1950 
budget totaling $15,000,000 — set 
aside to advertise its tele sets this 





| fall. 


Although plans are not set for 
use of radio and TV, company has 
appointed Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Agency to work out campaigns us- 
ing the two media. Motorola is 
currently running a heavy AM 
spot campaign in Chicago, Buffalo 
and Providence, R. I. for test pur- 
poses. 

Company has disclosed TV _ set 
sales for first quarter of vear are 
340° above same period in 1949. 





Reid Pix Story Pioneers 


Hollywood, May 39. 

Jesse Lasky, Francis X. Bush- 
man, Richard Arlen and Herbert 
Rawlinson — pioneering filmites — 
played themselves in ABC’s audi- 
tion of “The Hollywood Story,’ 
series which the web is working on 
with the Screen Publicists Guild. 
Pic producer Stanley Kramer em- 
ceed. 

Tape, which tells the story of 
thesper Wallace Reid, starred -Kirk 
Douglas. Web feels that current 
names like Douglas’ will appeal to 
younger listeners, while the others 


, will lure the older generation. 


+ 


| quietly 
from the NAB, 
|for some time by general manager 


‘the WQXR and WNEW 


| will 
| when 


| Kintner 


which exits Mu- | 
Mix program is | 


NY. Managers 


Mutual is | 
which | 





| WINS co-manager 
| and Boggs took the lead at Friday’s 


| ganization, 
' lusion.” 


Without any 
New York 


fanfare, WOV, the 
bilingual station, has 
withdrawn its membership 
a move threatened 


Ralpk Weil. Station’s bowout a 
few weeks back preceded the more 
spectacular exit of CBS and its 
owned-and-operated stations, but 
perhaps is of equal significance 
since it reflects to some degree the 
vemper of the indie stations (the 
NAB’s mainstay) as well. 

The WOV defection, on top of 
indie exo- 
dus in the past year, leaves the 
NAB practically bereft of New York 
membership identification. This 
be even more pronounced 
ABC follows in CBS’ foot- 
a move which prexy Robert 

says is imminent. That 
| would leave only WOR and WNBC 
—both network outleis—as New 
York representation within NAB. 


| steps, 


In the wake of the CBS with- 
drawal speculation continued rife 
in the trade as to the ultimate 


shape of the industry association, 
with more and more hewing toward 
the belief that a federation struc- 
ture would be the most sensible 


|and realistic pattern to evolve. 
of Mu- | 


Thus, with the NAB as an over: 
all umbrella to house separate as- 


+sociations to resolve the problems 
‘of the 


indies, the 5kw 
major markets, the 
FM stations, TV, network affiliates, 
ete., it’s the growing belief that 
| such a structure could eliminate 


smaller 
indies in the 


| much of the present confusion and 


dissension. 





Mull Grouping 


New York station toppers last 
week mulled reactivation of a man- 
agers’ group to work out unified 
policies on mutual problems, par- 
ticularly labor. Question came up 


|informally at a luncheon sponsored 


by Broadcast Music, Inc., to kudo 
execs recently given new positions: 


| WCBS general manager Dick Swift, 


WNBC gm. Ted Cott, WJZ topper 
Clarence Doty and WNEW pro- 


‘gram director Dick Pack. 


Managers’ group was incepted in 
March, ’49, at a luncheon to wel- 
come Norman Boggs as manager 
of WMCA when a three-man com- 
mittee was set up to get the or- 
Zanization rolling. One of the 
leading figures was WINS chief 
Eldon Park, who died late last vear. 
K. T. Murphy 
(26) lunch favoring reestablish- 
ment of the group. 

However, the plan got a mixed 
reception, with the network key 
reps for the most part taking a 
dim view of setting up a formal or- 
fearing charges of “col- 
Another meeting on a 
social basis will be held, 

It’s thought a reason for the 
move toward a management group 
is the sharper union problem today, 


RCA QUITS ‘PLAYHOUSE’; 
SDG PLANS TELESHOWS 


Hollywood, May 30. 

RCA is cancelling “Screen Di- 
rectors Playhouse” after one sea- 
son on NBC. Last broadcast is June 
30. Dramatic show, which cost its 
sponsor $7,000 weekly, failed to 
achieve a rating in proportion to 
its budget. RCA may buy a cheaper 
show for the fall, and funnel off 
the saving to video. 

Screen Directors, Inc., subsidiary 
which handles commercial details 
for SDG, is setting up plans for 
once-a-month teleshows in the fall. 
Whether RCA will be interested 
isn’t known. Details of teleshow 
aren’t ironed out, although it will 
be on 2n “elaborate scale,” accord- 
ing to Al Rogell. prexy of SD, Inc., 
who adds. “redio seems to be on 
the decline so we are preparing 
ourselves for what may happen in 





j television.” 
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Atlanta Store Scores in Saturation 


Sales Via TV When Trolley Strike Hits 


Atlanta, May 30. 

Faced with enormous 
volume losses due to 
trolley drivers, Rich’s, 

and South’s largest department 

store, hit upon the idea of mer- 

ehandising its wares via television. 


strike of 
Inc., city 


+ 
shopper | 


| 


Enlisting the facilities of WSB- | 


TV . store last Thursday (25) 
bought 3°34 hours of time and took 
the store right into the homes of 


housewives and other buyers ma- 
rooned by lack of transportation. 
The experiment proved an im- 
mediate success and in no time at 
ell Rich’s telephone switchboards 


were swamped with orders {for 
merchandise displayed on video- 
casis. 

The test soon developed a 


homey touch, some potential cus- 
tomers calling in and asking store 
to “show handbags in $10 -range 


or “please show that suit over 
again. It didn’t stay on long 


enough.” Buying was brisk. 
Cameras were placed at vantage 


points in store and all sorts of 
things were skown suits and 
coats, cosmetics, shoes, home 
furnishings, ete. An eyefilling 


filip was added when Rich’s own 


models paraded in front of the 
screen in bothing suits and sum- 
mer dresses. 

Thus far, Rich’s has used only 
its own personnel in videocasts, 


hesitating to real customers 
since legal snags could easily arise 
unless they secured signed re- 
leases from each one before they 
were videoized. 

Store is very happy over selling 
results, which have proved the 
next best thing to person-to-per- 


Use 


son salesmanship. Due to this 
unexpected crush of business 
brought on~by the television gim- 
mick, Rich’s will use only one 
hour, 2 to 3 p.m., first three days 
of this week. This will give its 
workers a chance to catch their 


collective breath. If trolley strike 
is still on, they plan to go back to 
a three-hour schedule. 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Thursday, Friday and Sat- 


urday. Chances are it will con- 
tinue merchandising by _ telecast 
since results have been so satis- 
factory. 





Bedside TV Installed 
By Philly Hospital 
In New Type System 


Philadelphia, May 30. 

Bedside television was tried out 
here (26) as Hahnemann hospital 
became the first institution of its 
kind to install a multiple-outlet 
master TV antenna system, which 
provides clear reception for pa- 
tients and staff in every part of the 
20-story building. 

The RCA Antennaplex System, 
which gives a clear television 
picture at the same level in each 
room of the hospital, had 36 receiv- 
ers in operation at the time of the 
demonstration. The system elimi- 
mates interference from X-rays, 
diathermy and_ other hospital 
equipment, as well as the problems 
involved in using a large number 
of separate rooftop antennas. 

The installation consists of an 
array of rooftop antennas sepa- 
rately tuned for each of the three 
Philadelphia TV channels, a mas- 
ter signal amplifier, and a network 
of coaxial cable to carry the sig- 





What Price TV? 
Detroit, May 30. 

WWJ-TV handled four re- 
motes with one remote truck 
during the widely scattered 
Armed Forces Day celebration 
in Detroit last week. 

At 10 a.m. the truck was in 
front of City Hall picking up 
two hours ef the Armed Forces 


Day parade. In the meantime, 
a flat-top truck borrowed from 
the Detroit News went out to 
Selfridge Field with studio 
camera equipment to telecast 
Air Force demonstrations of 
various types of planes. 

The remote truck moved 


from City Hall to the Detroit 
River, where it covered the 
muth-touted first International 
Tug Boat race. Then it scooted 
out to the Motor City Speed- 
way ‘about 15 miles away) for 
the motorcycle races. 


CBS Orders Cable 
To Florida, Ala., 
Midwest Points 


While other video networks are 
waiting for the Bell Svstem to ex- 
pand the coaxial cable, CBS took 
the initiative this week by placing 
an order with the phone company 
to push TV connections forward in 
both the southeast and midwest. 
With an eye to gaining a franchise 
on the cream time allotments, CBS 
instructed the cable operators to 
open the route west from St. Louis 
to Omaha. Kansas City and Des 
Moines and south to Florida anc 
Alabama. 

Actual cable is already laid 
across the continent to handle 
telephone calls. Bell Svstem, how- 
ever, has refused to risk the tre- 
mendous expense’ involved in 
equipping the line for TV shows 
without definite insurance from 
| the video networks that they will 
utilize the hookup. CBS order 
represents such insurance and, 
while the web’s move also opens 
the new cable extensions to the 
other networks, CBS gains priority 
on the best time slots by getting in 
its order first. 

New cable extension will bring 
at least seven stations within range 
of live shows emanating trom 
N. Y¥. or Chicago. These include 
WOW-TV and KMTV 
WDAF-TV, Kansas City; WMBR- 
TV, Jacksonville; WTVJ, Miami, 
and WAFM-TV and WBRC-TYV, 
Birmingham. In addition, WJAX- 
TV, second outlet in Jacksonville, 
_is expected to take the air some 
time during the summer. 











Autry Oatuners Teeing 
Off July 23 Via CBS-TV 


Series of half-hour oatuners star- 
ring Gene Autry and filmed espe- 
cially for video has been scheduled 
‘to tee off July 23 via CBS-TV un- 
der sponsorship of Wrigley’s, which 
‘also bankrolls the cowboy. star’s 
Sunday radio show on CBS. Vid- 
/pix will be aired Sundays in the 
,7 to 7:30 p.m. slot and continue 


in Omaha: | 


_ Libby Exits ‘Auction-Aire’ 


Libby, McNeil & Libby will drop 
“Auction-aire” on ABC-TV June 
23, after completing two 13-week 
eycles. Canner is’ looking for an- 
other stanza, via J. Walter Thomp- 
son’s Chi office. 

“Auction-aire,” which is in the 
Friday 9 p. m. period, has studio 
and home audiences bid for prizes 
with Libby labels. 


Bischoff’s 2506 





- Late Pix Package 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Sam Bischoff is offering 
feature pix, made between Decem- 
ber, 1947, and May, 1949, for video 
for $2506.000 outright sale for the 
package. MCA is handling. New- 
est pix ever offered for telensing 
released August, 


are ‘Pitfall,’ 

1948 starring Dick Powell. Liza- 
beth Scott: ‘“Man-Eater of Ku- 
*+maon,” released July, 1948, star- 


ring Sabu, Wendell Corey, Joanne 
Page: “Intrigue,” released Decem- 
ber, 1947, starring George Raft, 
June Havoc: “Outpost in Morocco,’ 
released May, 1949. starring Raft, 

arie Windsor. “Kumaon” was 
UI release, others all United Art- 
ists. Former was Monty Shaff pro- 
duction in which Bischoff invesied, 

1ers are his own productions. 

Pix are being offered for flat fee 
to stations which could beam lo- 
cally the lease TV rights to other 
stations around country. However, 
Bischoff must either get James C. 
Petrillo’s okay on soundtrack or 
blackout entire musical score trom 
each film and insert canned or 
black market musie since AFM 
contracts with film producers since 
1946 have stated expressly that 
musie made for pix cannot be used 
on video. 





SCHLITZ EYES GOTHAM 
FOR SUMMER PROGRAM 


Chicago, May 23. 

An invasion of the New York 
television market is planned this 
summer by Schlitz Brewing Co., 
Milwaukee. Beer outfit, through 
its agency, Young & Rubicam, is 
shopping for a suitable local show. 
Gotham show will mark company’s 


first video entry into a market 
other than Milwaukee. 

Agency is also. giving thought 
to a. network TV show. 


‘Play’s the Thing’ Vamping 
After 18 Mo. Sustaining 


“Play’s the Thing.” series of 
hour-long dramatic shows which 
has alternated on the CBS-TV web 
Friday nights with “Ford Theatre,” 
will be dropped at the end of June. 


World Video, indie package agency | 
which produced the series, will re- | 


= 


place it on CBS July 7 only with 
two half-hour plays under the.gen- 
eral title of ‘Comedy Theatre.” 
CBS plans to use the one-shot 
airing for audition purposes, with 
an eve to selling the shows for the 
fall season. With Ford doing its 
last show before its hiatus on June 
30, the web has not yet decided on 
how to fill the Friday night slot 
after July 7. ‘“Play’s the Thing,” 
which started as a half-hour series 
on ABC-TV under the title of “Ac- 
tor’s Studio” and later moved over 
to CBS, has been aired for over 


nal to 110 built-in outlets all over through the fall and winter sea- 18 months without picking up a 


the building. 

Both hospital officials and RCA 
engineering department execs said 
the system faithfully reproduces 
the TV pictures, and the operation 
of the receiver is simple and “fool- 
proof.” One of the difficulties 
solved was the elimination § of 
ghosts caused by tall buildings in 
the vicinity. Consensus was that 


son. 

Films are the first to be turned 
out for [V that carry a music 
soundtrack scored by American 
Federation of Musicians members. 
AFM prexy James C. Petrillo 
okayed the tootlers working on 
them in a move that has been re- 
ported the forerunner to a general 
lifting of the ban against his union 


the installation solves TV recep- Men doing pix for TV. 


tion problems for hospital patients. 

Equipment was provided by Ray- 
mond Rosen & Co., and the Com- 
mercial Radio Seund Corp., 
New York, RCA sound products 
distributor. Installation was made 
by the United Eleo Co., New York, 


of |} 





TV for Lilli Palmer 


Actress Lilli Palmer was pacted 
_this week for a 15-minute, once- 
, weekly show by WNBT, NBC tele- 
ivision’s key N. Y. flagship. 


under the supervision of the RCA |tion also scheduled a kinescope au- 


Service Co. 





Detroit—A weekly variety show, 
titled “Outboard Inn” has been 


sold by WWJ-TV to Mercury Out- 
board Motors. 
is the agency. 
a 13-week run for a half-hour once 
@ week. 


Clark & Rickerd 


“Inn” is slated for | 


|dition this week for Wanda Tos- 
icanini Horowitz, wife of pianist 
| Viadimir Horowitz and daughter of 
maestro Arturo Toscanini. 

Both Miss Palmer and Mrs. Horo- 
witz will do the personality-type 


‘program, gabbing about various 
‘things and interviewing guest 
j celebs. 


Sta- | 


| sponsor. 





‘Embassy Buys ‘Web’ In 
CBS-TV ‘Suspense’ Spot 


Embassy cigarets has bought 
“The Web,” Mark Goodson-Bill 
Todman whodunit, for the 9:30 


p.m. Tuesday spot on CBS-TV. Air- | 
er starts Juiy 4, in the period va- | 


cated for eight weeks this summer 
| by Autolite’s “Suspense,” with Em- 
bassy sponsorship starting July 11. 
When “Suspense” returns in the 
fall, “Web” is expected to get the 
Tuesday 10:30-11 p.m. period. 


Lisa Kirk’s TV Dramat 





Lisa Kirk, who played the role | 


of Bianca in “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
Broadway musicalized version of 
Shakespeare’s “Taming of the 
Shrew,” will portray the lead role 
of Kate in a modern-dress version 
of “Shrew” next Monday night (3) 


jon CBS-TV’s “Studio One.” 


four | 


FCC Winds Up Color TV Hearings: 
Decision Expected Late in Summer 





A Pregnant Thought 
Washington, May 30. 

Conclusion of the FCC color 
video hearings last Friday 
(26), exactly nine months from 
their inception, recalled a re- 
mark of Gen. David Sarnoff, 
RCA board chairman, when he 
testified recently before the 
Commission. 

Gen. Sarnoff was 
Commissioner Frieda Hennock 
whether color telévision was 
now ready. “After nine months 
of hearing.” he replied, “some- 
thing ought to be born.” 


asked by 





Newspapers TV 
Stations Plan To 


Syndicate Shows 


Hollwood, May 30. 

Norman Chandler, Los Angeles 
Times publisher, KTTV prexy, has 
called 25 top execs of as many 
newspaper-owned teevee stations 
throughout country to meeting at 
which he will first openly disclose 
his television program syndication 
plan. To be chosen at meeting 
will be an executive producer who 
will be salaried by group jointiy to 
coordinate programming across all 
stations. 

Also threshed out will be budgets 
of syndicated shows, methods of 
coordinating members’ program 
ideas. Since organization of news- 
naper-owned telestations is_ still 
loosely joined, members. will also 
make effort here to more closely 
align themselves. 

Although grouping is not net- 
work in any sense, fact that all 
telecasters are newspaper-owned, 
spotlights attention on them. 
Whether alliance will eventually 
extend beyond programming inter- 
changes still is moot question. 
Execs invited here by Chandler are 
Victor A. Sholis, WHAS-TV, Louis- 


ville Courier-Journal and Times; 
E. K. Jett, W\IAR-TV, Baltimore 
Sun; Harry Bannister, WWJ-TV, 


Detroit News; Donald W. Thorn- 
burgh and Charles Vanda, WCAU- 
TV. Philadelphia Bulletin: Walter 
J. Damm, WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee 
Journal; Frank P. Schreiber, WGN- 


TV. Chicago Tribune; Charles 
Thieriot, KRON-TV, San Francisco 
Chronicle: K. H. Berkeley and 
Charles Kelly, WMAL-TV, Wash- 


ington Evening Star. 


KUPCINET TELETHON 
NETS 2006 FOR PALSY 


| 
Chieago, May 30. 

Irv Kupcinet’s WBKB telethon, 
with parade of radio, screen and 
TV stars headed by Bob Hope and 

ili Bendix, brought in over 
$200,000 in pledges for the cere- 
bral palsy fund. Sum is double 
the goal set at the start of the 
18'2-hour show which ended 5 p.m. 
Sunday (28). 

Besides phone pledges taken by 
Kupcinet in Berle fashion, Ernie 
Simon picked up an estimated $5.- 
000 in cash during a marathon 
man-on-street stint with «quarter- 
hour remote pickups. Another re- 
‘mote series emceed by Linn Bur- 
ton and Russ Davis brought in 
over $2,000. 





and a half answering phones of 
the telethon, emeceed ai two-hour 
palsy benefit show at the Civic 


Opera House Sunday night (28). 

John Balaban, Balaban and Katz 
prexy, is chairman of the I[linois 
, Cerebral Palsy Assn. conducting 
| the drive. 


Matty Bell’s TV Series 





Dallas, May 30. 

Matty Bell, former head coach 
|of the Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity Mustangs and now athletie di- 
rector of the university, will be 
| starred on television this fall. 
| Bell will conduct a football news 
‘highlights program each Friday 
i'night on TV. He will also have as 
i his guests football notables who are 
‘here attending the games, 


Hope. besides spending an hour | 


Washington, May 30. 

Nine months from the day they 
started, the FCC color television 
hearings ended last Friday (26) 
with the likelihood that something 
will be born before summer's end, 

With a “good bye, good luck, 
God bless you,” Chairman Wayne 
Coy pronounced the record of near- 
ly 11.000 pages closed at 3:55 p.m., 
after what may well be the most 
important proceeding held by the 
FCC since the stormy network reg- 
ulation hearings under former 
Chairman Lawrence Fly in 1943. 

Conclusion of the hearings. fo]- 
lowing testimony on the tint sy<- 
tem of Color Television, Ine., was 
highlighted by the unanimous ac- 
tion of the Commission in volun- 
tarily giving the parties an addi- 
tional 15 days to submit proposed 
findings. This was recommended 
by FCC counsel Harry Plotkin out 
of consideration fcr the lawvers 
who have the job of digesting the 
voluminous testimony. 

Deadline for getting in al) infor- 
mation was set at July 10. A de. 
cision is expected to follow 30 to 
60 days thereafter. (Chairman Ed- 
win C. Johnson (D. Colo.). of the 
Senate Commerce Committee. said 
recently the decision would be 
handed down by Aug. 25 but migtit 
be “expedited” by a report expect- 
ed next month from a scientifie 
committee headed by Dr. Edward 
U. Condon, director of the National 
Bureau of Standards). 

Tackle UHF Next 

Next phase of television hear- 
ings begins June 5 when the Com- 
mission will consider whether the 
UHF band for commercial ‘and 
possibly noncommercial education- 
al) stations shall begin at 470 me 
or 500 me. These hearings will 
determine whether the 470-500 me 
region of the spectrum shall be 
assigned to common carrier mobile 
radio operation. 

Allocation hearings, which 
receive testimony on what. chan- 
nels ‘both VHF and UHF) are to 
be assigned to various cities and 
towns, will started following 
the color decision. They mav 
cupy a couple months. Several de- 
velopmenis involving nationwide 
television coverage,  particulariy 
stratovision, will also be taken up 
at that time. Lifting of the freeze, 
as Chairman Coy has indicated, 
may occur around the end of the 
year with processing of frozen TV 
applications to begin early in 1951. 

Two sessions last week to hear 
CTI witnesses were devoted large- 
ly to testimony by Donald Lippin- 
cott and Samuel B. Smith, San 
Francisco, patent counsel for the 
company. Lippincott contended ail 
of the receivers shown by CBS, 
RCA and CTI during official dem- 
onstrations have already become 
obsolete, 

The key to practical color video, 
he said, is the direct view tube. 
CTI has been promised such a tube 
within 60 days, he said, from Chro- 
matie Television Labs., in Frisco, 
which is producing the tube in- 
vented bv Dr. Ernest O. Lawrence, 
famed physicist of the U. of Cali- 
fornia in Berkeley. RCA is te 
only company which has shown di- 
rect view color tube receivers, but 
Du Mont and Lawrence are plan- 
ning to unveil such tubes in a 
month. Other companies are also 
biinging out tri-color tubes. 


Ford Will Test TV 
Filming in H’ wood, 
Pair for ‘Theatre’ 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Test filming of two shows for 
“Ford Television Theatre” will be 
made here this summer. Main idea 
is to see if the $20,000 weekly 
budget can be trimmed and the 
quality maintained. It is also hoped 
to lick the talent problem, which 

has hobbled the show back east. 


Picture names have declined 10 
Zo east for the teeveeing because 
of the $2.000 top fee which re- 
quires two weeks of rehearsal. If 
all elements of the program me2s- 
ure up to anticipations it is be- 
lieved ford will anchor the show 
here definitely. 

Filming will be done in both 
16m and 35m and at different stu- 
dios to evaluate the advantages. 
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Dick Swift Designation by CBS 
Sparks Gotham Competitive Race 


With the major television net-* 


moving rapidly into day- 
program operations, radio 
will be put to the supreme test 
again this fall to stave off the 
threat of video cempetition. CBS- 
TV, the last 
major webs in daytime video, last 
week assigned Dick Swift, 
ager of WCBS-AM, N. Y., to take 
over concurrently as chief of 
WCBS-TV, and Swift declared this 
week that, while his video plans 
are not fiftalized, ““we expect to bite 


works 
time 


heldout among the'| 


man- | 


off a big hunk of new program | 


time.”’ 

While the- various 
measurement services which have 
shown radio failing prey to TV’s 
inroads are contested in some in- 
dustry quarters as being mislead- 
ing, they are generally believed 
nonetheless to show a_ definite 
switch in audience habits from 
AM to TV. Now, with at least one 
of the major videe webs (NBC) 
completely sold out on its evening 
program hours for next fall, they 
are expanding into daytime and 
late evening operations, either 
locally or on a network basis, to 


threaten the last major stronghold 


of AM. 

NBC’s WNBT, N. Y., has been 
operating since the first week in 
May from 9:38 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
across-the-board. That time has 
been almost completely sold, so 
that the network is now planning a 
big-budget operation starting in 
the fall trom 2 to 5 p.m. daily. Web 
salesmen are already in the field 
pitching the time to potential 
clients and some of the top-spend- 
ing radio advertisers are said to 
be ae including Procter & 
Gamble, H. J. Heinz, Lever Bros., 
Cannon Mills, Burlington Mills, 
etc. 

DuMont, which initiated daytime 
programming in November, 1948, 

(Continued on page 53) 


Mull MGM Series 
As Video Fare 


Impressed with the success of its 
MGM Radio Attractions, Metro is 





reportedly mulling a similar tele-— 


vision syndication of some of its 
properties. The AM transcribers, 
in which $1,250,000 has been in- 
vested (with Radio Attractions al- 
most off the hook via purchases in 
225 markets) include “MGM The- 
atre of the Air,” “Hardy Family,” 
“Good News From Hollywood,” 
“Hollywood USA,” “Dr. Kildare” 
and “Crime Does Not Pay.” 
Setting up of a vidpix syndicate 
was one of the things discussed by 
WMGM, N. Y., director and Radio 
Attractions chief Bertram Lebhar, 
Jv., on his trip to the Coast, from 
which he returned last week. 
Queried by Varrety, Lebhar said 
he “looks forward to the day when 
the economy of the situation will 
permit company policy to make 
these or other properties available 
(Continued on page 53) 





Ken Murray Show Goes 
Once-a-Week in Fall 


Anheuser-Husch, refuting reports 
that it planned to drop its “Ken 
Murray Show” from CBS-TV at 
the close of the current cycle, will 
take the program on a once-a-week 
basis starting Oct. 7. 

Aired every other Saturday night 
during the present season, the Mur- 
ray series bows off the summer 
after July 1. D’Arcy agency han- 
dies the brewery's account, 


KTLA Hikes Rates 


Hollywood, May 30. 
the Paramount TV sta- 
increases its rates 25° June 





KTLA 
tion, 


1. All accounts are given 26 weeks 
protection beyond that date. 

It’s the third upping by the sta- 
tion since 1947. 


audience | 


| result, 


|; two 


| predicted, in 


| network stations 
| that way, 
| with 





Four Out of Five 
Chicago, May 30. 

Aithough the question on 
the Sun-Times daily sidewalk 
interview column may have ap- 
peared innocent enough, the 
answers printed in Thursday’s 
(25) issue weren’t likely to 
please the sheet’s larger space 
buyers—ihe Chi motion pic- 
ture exhibitors. 

The question asked of pedes- 
trians on a Loep street-corner 
was: “Which ‘normal activities’ 
have you sacrificed because of 
TV?” Of the five answers 
printed, four persons replied 
“motion pictures.” 


WPIX, N.Y, Still 
In Red, to Hike 


Rates on July | 


Y. Daily News’ WPIX, despite | 
fy pads set new sales records 
consistently since the first of the 
year, is still a long way from op- 
erating in the black. Only way to 
remedy that situation is to boost 
the time rates, according to station 
manager G. Bennett Larson. As a 








July 1, 
present $1, 
time to about $1,500. 

Larson pointed out that this will 
represent only the second rate hike 
for the station since it took the air 
years ago. In addition, he 
said, time charges 
siderably below those of the net- 
work-owned stations in N.Y., which 
now average $2,000 per hour. He 
fact, that the ratio 


upping charges from the 


| 
| 


| is yours for 


| Fletcher 
| Ziving up so easy (“I now proclaim | 
capital of} 


FUR GOUPLA RS 


y JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, May 30 
New 
another 
City 
Bowron 


Rest easy, 
two years 

Hall, Mayor 
won't like 


Down at 


Los Angeles television 


| the world”) nor will the Chamber | 





| et al. 


WPIX plans a rate increase | tion at this writing and sitting in 
ne | the 


200 per hour of Class A | 


will still be con- | 


of charges between the indie and | 


would continue 
same as they are in radio, 
the indies always lagging 
slightly behind the web operations. 

WPIX is currently logging be- 
tween 75 and 80 hours per week, 
of which about 60° is sold out, 
Larson said. He eatehed to the 
fact that the majority of the sta- 


| south 
erly Hills, where will be anchored | 


of Commerce eager beavers. but | 
all they have to go by is high hopes | 
and civic spirit. The facts and} 
developments run counter to their | 
thinking. 

It a clincher were needed it was 
supplied last week by CBS with | 
the announced purchase of 15 acres | 
on the edge of Hollywood to the 
and west and toward Bevy- 
the net’s TV operation. What | 
must’ve rocked the City Hall was | 
the bland announcement by Wil- 
liam S. Paley that it won't be! 
ready till the fall of °52. 


vision, the big time variety, were 
ready to westward ho and the | 
| portents were favorable, it is de- 


duced that Columbia would have 
bought a studio already up and 
with a few alterations start movy- 
| ing in their crews. 

King Size Worries 


Any number of factors subscribe 
to such a school of thought. 
figures are James C. Petrillo and 
other union leaders, studio heads, 
picture stars and the customary 
Naturally, film is the salva- 
slot is JCP, with Columbia’s 
Les Atlass not too far away. The 
frightening spectre, continually 
hovering over the Hopeful Harry’s, 
are the other unions, some 35 of 
them, who are indispensable to pic- 
ture making. So far the 16m mak- 


ers haven't been bethered too 
much, being that the narrow gauge 


into the general 
non-theatrical at- 


celluloid falls 
classification of 


tractions. But, and the union 
leaders have wagged a warning 
finger, once TV gets on its feet 
financially and_ starts strutting, 


“We're gonna move.” 
The talent problem will resolve 


_ itself as contracts run their course. 


| render 
| rushing their 


tion’s business lies in spot sales. | 
Ted Steele show, for example, 
which is aired Mondays through 
Saturdays from 2 to 5 p. m.,,! 
now carries about 70 spots 
per week. According to Larson, | 


that has proved the most advanta- 
geous commercial format for an 
indie station like WPIX, since it’s 


much better than trying to sell 15-! 


minute or half-hour blocks. He 
(Continued on page 32) 


SHERMAN BACK TO CHI 





None of the big names will sur- 
TV rights nor are they 
baptismal. It was 
Eddie Cantor, who sounded the 
sentiment of his craft when he 


(Continued on page 32) 





Owens-lllinois Eyeing 
Trend to TV on Heels Of © 
Anchor-Hocking Show 


Now that Anchor-Hocking has 
claimed a major stake in video with 


| its late nighttime NBC showcase, 


/is making TV feelers, via its agen: | 


TO MAKE VIDEO DEBUT 


Chicago, May 30. 
Ransom Sherman is returning to 
Chicago, scene of his early radio 
success on NBC’s “Club Matinee” 


in the mid-'30s, to make his video 


‘debut as headliner 


of a cross-the- 


board, half-hour NBC strip filling 


the 7-7:30 p. m. (EDT) spot dur- 
ing the “Kukla, Fran and Ollie” 
hiatus. Summer show, preeming 
July 3, will reportedly be bank- 


rolled by Quaker Oats. 

Vocalists Jane Harvey and Lane 
Adams are signed for the show. 
Still to be picked is a vocal trio. 

Plans are under way here for a 
fall afternoon tele show built 
around Sherman, who may desert 
Hollywood as a feature actor to 
devote full time to video. 

Also set as a Chi NBC origina- 
tion is “Hawkins Falls,” combina- 
‘tien dramatic-variety airer, for 
‘summer replacement of the Jack 
Carter show at 7-8 p. m. Saturdays, 
which exits June 10. Third hiatus 
fill-in is “Magic Slate,” half-hour 
dramatic stanza, moving into the al- 
ternating 8-8:30 Friday night slot 
with “Quiz Kids” when latter show 
goes on an every-other- -week basis 


sJune 9. 


the rival Owens-Illinois company 


cy, J. Walter Thompson. 


It's in keeping with the now es- | 


tablished agency premise that the 
quickest way to wrap up a client 
for video is to get the competing 
firm rolling first. 

Coca-Cola, for example, has as 
yet to invade the TV field. But 
now that Pepsi-Cola is making pro- 
gram inquires, and has already 
pitched up a bid to Fred Allen, it’s 
anticipated that Coca-Cola will 
soon be making overtures toward 
the medium. 





“‘SATAN’S WAITIN’’ ON 


COLGATE TO CHOOSE 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Colgate will have its choice of 
radio or television for “Satan’s 
Waitin’,” which does summer duty 


for “Mr. and Mrs. North.” Joe 
Rines, who produces the AM 
series, will also supervise filming 


of the psychological drama as the 
seasonal windup show on Colgate 
TV Theatre June 25. 

It’s the second TV film for Rines, 
who previously produced and di- 
rected a light comedy for “Colgate 
Theatre.” Half hour subject will be 
shot early next month at Jerry 
Fairbanks studio. 


York, television | 


this | 


It tele-| 


Key | 


TELEVISION'S TIMID TRANS TREK 








WON'T COME WEST CBS-TV's Virtual Sports Monopoly 


Grabs Off Top Eastern Grid Games 





42, That’s Who— 
Hollywood, May 30. 
Color television is strictly a 
mirage on this desert’s edge, 
yet one advertiser is seeing it 
through rose-colored glasses. 
Perhaps wanting to be the first 
to give his merchandise a tint- 
ed look, 42 Products had a one- 
| minute color film shot, and 
bought time on the Washington 
| station, where tests are being 
|} conducted. 
| It’s the first 
made here. 


Major Entries 


In Early Evening 
Via Moore, Park 


that CBS and NBC have 
daytime video program- 
way, both webs 


| 


TV color sale 








Now 
| got their 
| ming plans under 
/are priming a switch in their early 
evening TV 
current emphasis on kids’ 
to major-league entertainment en- 
tries. 

CBS, for example, 
ing a half-hour Garry Moore top- 
budgeted variety show for show- 
casing in the 7 to 7:30 p.m. period, 
Mondays through Fridays. A sim- 
ilar top-budgeted musicomedy pro- 
gram, starring Bert Parks and 
packaged by Lou Cowan, is being 
eyed for slotting in the preceding 
time segment. The _ two-show 
parlay would represent the most 
ambitious early evening video pro- 
gramming to date. 

In addition, WNBT, key outlet 
of the NBC chain in N. Y., is slated 
to launch a new show starring Tex 
McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg on 
Aug. 14. Program will be aired | 
from 6:30 to 6: 55 p.m. across the 
board, while “Easy Does It,” now 
occupying that slot, wil: be given 
more ambitious production values 
and moved back into the 6 to 6:30 
| period. Latter program features 


shows 


| vocalists Francey Lane and Johnny | 


instrumental trio. 


New Tex and Jinx show will be 
titled “Close-Up.” It’s to be pat- , 
'terned after the daily newspaper 
| column conducted by the husband- 
and-wife team in the N. Y. Herald 
} Tribune. 


PHILCO SETS 5 NEW EXEC 
POSTS AS SALES HYPO. 


Philadelphia, May 30. 

| Five new executive appointments | 
have been announced by William | 
Balderston, president of Philco 
Corp., to expand the company’s ad- 


| 
| Andrews, who will be joined by an 
} 





vertising, merchandising, sales and | 


service in line with the company’s 
greatly increased sales 
vision and refrigeration products. 

John F. Gilligan, advertising 
manager since 1944 and 28 years 
with Philco, has been named vice- 
president in complete charge of ad- 
vertising. Henry T. Paiste, Jr., a 
veteran of 22 years with the com- 


pany, has been named _ vice-prési- 
dent in charge of service and 
quality. 


Raymond B. George, who joined 
Philco in 1936 and for the last 


three years has been sales promo- | 


tion manager, has been named to a 
new post, vice-president in charge 
of merchandising for the television 
and radio division. Walter H. Eich- 
elberger, with Philco 14 years, has 
been promoted to vice-president in 
charge of merchandising of refrig- 
erators. James M. Skinner, Jr., who 
joined Philco in 1934, has been 
named general sales manager of 
the refrigeration division, 


operations from the | 


is blueprint- | 


in tele- 


+ Bigtime football's fear of televi- 


sion, which prompted the Big 10 to 
ban all TV cameras for the upcom- 
ing season, apparently has not af- 
‘fected the major eastern colleges. 
CBS video this week is close to the 
inking stage for rights to all home 
games of Army, Navy and Colum- 
| bia, with determination of the final 
jschedule the only factor holding 
up the actual signing. 

With CBS already having signed 
for all Saturday night sports at 
Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y., during 
|the coming fall and winter season, 
jits takeover of the football melon 
| will give the web some of the out- 
standing events of the year. CBS 
carried only Columbia games dur- 
ing previous seasons, with NBC 
|having had the Army for the last 
| five years. Web's contract does not 
j}include the Army-Navy season 
jfinale, to which Gillette Safety 
| Razor holds TV rights, but CBS 
spokesmen expressed confidence 
| they would get that game also. 


| Deal calls for CBS to carry the 
top games of the three schools for 
|eight consecutive Saturday after- 
|noons starting Sept. 30. Since the 
colleges’ schedules duplicate on 
|several weekends, the web is now 
working out arrangements to take 
,;the top game each week. Games 
jare to be made available to all in- 
terconnected affiliates and, in view 
of the clampdown on video by 
ischools in other sections of the 
country, CBS expects most of the 
|contests to get wide coverage. 

TV schedule will not affect CBS- 
|AM’s three-hour Saturday after- 
;noon football roundup, which is 
| being peddied to potential sponsors 
|for the first time this year. John 
Derr, web's associate spo.ts direc- 
tor, will continue to produce and 
direct the radio roundup. Judson 
Bailey will supervise camera direc- 
tion on the TV games, while Red 
Barber, sports chief and announcer, 
who has concentrated on radio cov- 
(Continued on page 32) 


Tele Set Output 
~ Still in High Gear 


| Washington, May 30. 


Television receiver production 
continued its high pace during 
April with member factories of the 
Radio Mfrs. Assn. reporting a turn- 
out of 420,026 sets. Allowing the 
‘usual 20% for nonmember output, 
|total industry production of well 
over 500,000 sets was indicated. 
Rate of output during April (a 
four-week production month) was 
labout the same as March (a five- 
| week month) when RMA member 
turnout totaled 525,000 sets. 

RMA estimated total industry 
production of TV receivers since 
th e war at in excess of 6,250,000 as 
‘of May 1. 


ABC-TV Prepping McKenny 
‘Eileen’ Package Audition 


ABC-TV is prepping a kinescope 
audition of the Bernie Schubert 
package, “Ruth and Eileen,” based 
on Ruth McKenney’s “My Sister 
Eileen.” 

Also on tap are audition kines 
of a “Chance of a Lifetime” tele- 
version; a stanza in which George 
O’Hanlon will do his “Behind the 
8 Ball” film short characterization; 
and “I Was a Juror.” 


NBC Eyes Kate Smith 


The Kate Smith hour-long day- 
time TV show being peddled by 
Ted Collins, the singer's mana- 
ger, has evinced some _ interest 
around NBC. 

When the clocks revert back toe 
standard time in the fall, the net- 
work plans to start programming 
at 3 p. m., and is thinking in terms 
'of integrating the Kate Smith show 
jinto the late afternoon schedule, 
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TELEVISION REVIEWS 
“THE GREAT MERLINI 


24 
STAR SPANGLED REVUE 


ARIETY 
‘QUICK ON THE DRAW 





| 
|FREDDY MARTIN’S ‘BAND OF BROADWAY OPEN HOUSE 


& 
TOMORROW’ i 
ith Bob Hope, Frank Sinatra, With Chester Morris, Mary K. With Eloise McElhone, Bob Dunn, | With Tex McCrary, Jinx Falken- t 
x a Lillie. Peggy Lee, Ar-| Wells, Kirk Brown, Cele Mc- Betty Furness, Al Schacht, Sarah a = a Bian ae eg burg, guests; Bob Stanton, i 
} nold Stang, Michael Kidd, Janet! Laughlin, Patricia Wheel, Bram Palfrey, John Loder, Ham Fisher R a ; rm te. at Ke *| Wayne Howell, Radcliffe Hall, 
| Reed, Bill Hayes, Dave Burns, Nossen, Wryly Birch, Bill Terry, Producer: Kermit Schafer og A wom ‘. —" Rak fel ihoff. announcers; Milton DeLugg orch 
Condos & Brandow, Charles San-|  Alfreda Wallace, George Eng- Director: Bill Warwick n, onstantin akaleinikoll, Producer: Victor McLeod 


Red Nichols; others Director: Joe Cavalier 


ford’s orch, others; Dennis lund 30 Mins.; Sat., 10:30 p.m. . , 
- : Felix Greenfield, Rob- VIM STORES — WESTINGHOUSE | Producer: Martin 60 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 p.m. 
pow cell oa eT ween WNBT, New York Director: John Claar ANCHOR-HOCKING ' 


Producer-director: Max Liebman Director: Curtis Canfield 


TV Director: Hal Keith Rosson 


Writers: Marvin Fisher, Larry 30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p. m. 
Gelbart, Mort Lachman, Larry Sustaining 


Marks, Si Rose, Al Schwartz, NBC, from N. Y. 
FR pcg Film luminary Chester Morris, 


who gave up his amateur status as 
a magician some years ago when 
he essayed vaude dates as a pres- 


NBC-TV, from New York 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 


Any resemblance between the .. : ; 
Re ’ nigh tigitator, is an excellent choice as 
initial Bob Hope television show Sa Asoc 4 ica gs 
. ; the lead in “The Great Merlini, 
and his second time up on last , ey we 
in which his talents as a magico 


97 


Saturday night’s (27) “Star Span- 
gled Revue” purely accidental 
In sharp contrast to Hope's Easter 


and actor can be employed. 
The format here has Morris play- 
ing a crusading neocromancer who 


is 


Sunday “world TV_ premiere,’ makes a hobby of exposing fake 
which ranged from so-so to a seances. Showcase stanza has him 
called in for service to solve a 


downright disappointment, install- i 
si PI murder during a spirit-gathering. 


ment two of Frigadaire’s top- Wis magico’s bag of tricks comes 
budgeted ‘series was the closest in extremely handy in fingering 


the correct culprit. 

Morris did an_ excellent all- 
. around job. But unfortunately, a 

Here, in fact, was the Hope that ceries contemplated on this theme 
the viewers had hoped for on that js pound to strike considerable dif- 
elusive first time up—the Hope of ficulty because of necessity of get- 
charm, wit, ease anc a comedie TV ting scripts to suit this particular 
flair that could conceivably justify setting, There's the likelihood 
the “sky’s the l:init” bidding for that further extension of this story 
his services. And if last Saturday's jine for subsequent stories will give 
90-minute showcase will be remem- «The Great Merlini” a Johnny-one- 


thing to a dream show that’s come 
TV’s wavy. 


bered as the ideal pattern for a) note complexion. 
star-laden musical-variety stanza, vee “. - 
it’s because of an abundance of Initial script had some good mo- 


ments, but too many devices had 
to be employed in its exposition. 
Story was told partially through 
flashbacks which more or less re- 
peated what had already been told. 

Script weaknesses of the initial 
varn made it fairly easy to spot 
the guilty critter before the de- 
nouement. 

Morris did excellently with the 
material allotted him and the sur- 
rounding talent did nies 

ose. 


sock ingredients. 

Because, for instance, it project- 
ed in Frank Sinatra’s TV preem 
another personality who looms as 
a video natural; because it demon- 
strated anew the value of a top- 
shelf writing assist ‘few shows in 
the revue-vaudeo idiom to date 
have benefitted from such quali- 
tative scripting as was revealed 
last Saturday); and because, if the 
Beatrice Lillie contributions to the 
initial “Star Spangled Revue”’ left 





Writers: Jack Bentkomer, Clayton | 


(MecCann-Erickson ) 


“Quick on the Draw,” which ef- | 


fective Saturday (3) moves into the 


'9 p.m. slot locally, is a weak re- 


placement for the Sid Caesar-Imo- 
gene Coca “Your Show of Shows.” 


Adding to television's stable of | 
parlor game stanzas, “Quick” is 
based on charades, with partici- 


pants having to guess the titles of | 


books, films, ete. from cartoons 
drawn by King Features cartoonist 
Bob Dunn or by other guests. 
Those puzzlers done by Dunn, 
who has a good comedic flair, were 


amusing. However, asking celebs 
to sketch resulted in either over- 


simple questions or unfathomable 
enigmas. Additionally, the ele- 
ment of competition was lacking— 
participants either caught on quick- 
ly or the whole thing got confused 
in a babel of voices. As on ‘20 
Questions” and “What's My Line,” 
the “Quick” home audience is let 
in on most of the answers via a 
mystery voice. On those two shows 
the panelites have a limit of 20 
queries to solve the poser, with in- 
terest mounting as the players 
come closer to the correct answer. 
On “Quick,” however, the players 
are working against time, but al- 
though femmecee Eloise McElhone 


was shown setting the clock, it 
was promptly forgotten. Only 


some galloping music, sneaked un- 
der the general chatter, conveyed 
a slight sense of urgency. 

Miss McElhone, whose sharp 
tongue fit nicely into a “Leave It 
To The Girls,” had little to do out- 
side of setting up the charades 
and imploring the contestants to 


hurry. Dunn’s artwork was good 
but he, like the members of a ¢ca- 
pable panel, wasn't given much 


chance to project as a personality. 
Betty Furness’ commercials for 
Vim Stores and Westinghouse ap- 
pliances were pleasant. Bril, 


| Writer: Sol Stein 


60 Mins., Tues., 6 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KTTV-CBS, Hollywood 


Amateur showcase with an inter- 


esting new gimmick is provided by 
Freddy Martin in “Band 
morrow.” It’s set for a 
run, sustaining. There are 
seven contestants on each show. 
Board of judges picks the best. 
And here’s the switch: Winner sits 
in an empty chair, so that at the 
end of the 13 weeks all chairs will 
be filled with the best tyro musi- 
cal talent on tap in this area, pro- 
viding Martin with a sOck 13-man 
juve musicrew. That the best will 
be none too good for the band is 
indicated by the judicial panel, 
which consists of Stan Kenton, 
Red Nichols and RKO musical di- 
rector Constantin Bakaleinikoff. 

Martin’s own sidemen sit off to 
one side of the bleak expanse of 
empty chairs, filling in between 
the non-pro stints with fine enter- 
tainment. All of the youngsters 
are windjammers or vocalists, and 
sometimes both or more, it 
a well-known fact that Hollywood 
is a town of prodigious talents. 
First-string finalists will receive 
salaries for their pertormances, 
thus eliminating themselves from 
the amateur ranks, and when one 
crew is filled Martin will start 
picking another. 

Don Dennis, trumpeter, won the 
first heat with some fancy triple- 
tonguing on “Concerto for Trum- 
pet.” He had hot competition in 
second-place winner Irving Burgey, 
USC music major who did a Burl 
Ives on “Black-Eyed Susie” and 
“Black Ie the Color’; Bob Ward, 
junior high sophomore who trom- 
boned “Can't Help Lovin’ That 
Man” and “St. Louis Blues”; Betty 
Jane Burke, who canaried “I'll 
String Along With You” and beat 
out a mean “Sing Sing Sing” on 


} 


| barrassingly pedestrian 
| NBC-TV Monday night (29). 
of a series of hour-long variety 
| shows which are to be aired cross- 


of To- 
13-week 
six or 


being | 


NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Weintraub) 


Anchor - Hocking’s 


: “Broadway 
Open House” 


got off to an em- 
Start via 
First 


the-board from 
night, the initialer was a 
mash of acts, few of whi¢h were 
worth watching. In addition, the 
cues were so obviously slow, both 
in the pitching and eatching de- 
partments, that the entire program 
was slowed to a walk. Extremely 
slow pace pointed up the need for 
rehearsal, which the show. because 
of its heavy schedule, will find 
tough to get. 

Series was to have been emceed 
nightly by the late Don ‘“‘Creesh’”) 
Hornsby. Since his death, how- 
ever, NBC and the Weintraub 
agency have decided to use guest 
emcees. Choice of Tex McCrary 
and Jinx Falkenburg for the open- 
er was also unfortunate. Husband- 
and-wife team have a good radio 
following and tried hard on this 
show but, where a_ sharp-talking, 
fast-thinking nitery-type comie 
might have carried the program, 
their routine mannerisms couldn't 
make it. Guesters ranged from 
the Weavers, a folk-singing group, 
and Smith and Dale. both of 
whom were good, to Jack Red- 
mond, a trick golfster who was on 
much too long. 

Commercials for Anchor-Hock- 
ing weren't too numerous but were 
so weakly done that they lacked 
any semblance of impact. That 
idea of a night watehman thirsting 
for beer (tsold in A-H_ bottles) 
wasn't even good the first time and 
the usually reliable Bob Stanton, 
who must have been handed his 
script at the last moment, erred by 
reading his material too obviously. 


11 p.m. to mid- 


mish- 





some qualms as to her TV _ poten- | the skins: Claire Bartlett, blonde AMnouncer Wayne Howell fared 
tialities among comediennes, they . iain — ee who chirped “Sometimes ©kay in introducing the show and 
were fully erased last Saturday rT ‘1m Happy”: and Nino Tempo, ae a ws _ oe 
when she hit the image orthicon = t 'Hollywood High lad last on tap | COoMbo urnished good musica 
jackpot in boffola style. e e O OW onunern | locally in Horace Heidt's “The Kids backing. Radcliffe Hall gave a 
Last week’s show (slotted for  ¢@O@¢eO¢Ceeeeoereeeeroee-o. 4464660060040 000000604) Break Through,” who slammed —— newscast to wind “ca 
this particular occasion in the 9 to 'home some fancy clary work and | $?OW. Stal, 


10:30 segments vacated by “Your With the exception of over-em- | was faultlessly performed by the taps on “After You've Gone.” 


Show of Shows” to supplement the | Phasizing his quickie booking at Waring organization. Martin’s me sandwiched the : 2 

Jack Carter AO lees aryer hour | the Broadway Roxy last week, Ken The rest of the show, however, an an brightly paced under bined egg oe CLINIC E 

program) again revealed Max Lieb-| Murray had an entertaining and didn’t measure up to Waring’s | John Claar’s direction, with their ane r. Wesley A. Young, Loie 

man as the master TV showman,| well-paced show on CBS-TV Sat- usual standards. The fault in this typically bouncy versions of : ‘ 

with a skillful directorial-produc-| urday night (27). Stanza incorpo- | case was in the programming. A ‘‘Hoop-Dee-Doo,” ‘‘Third Man oe Compton 

tion hand in the exacting correla- | rated considerably more production succession of slow tunes, gave the Theme,” Barclay Allen’s “Cumana” | 7 oe yrne 

tion of all the component parts.| values than have been apparent installment a too-leisurely gait. and “This You Gotta See.” Top | ¢ Ps ro Sat., 4:15 p.m. 

That, of course, isn’t surprising at on previous Murray programs and The faster numbers were too in- Wartin talent soloed were vocalist | WENR.-TY hi 

this stage of the game. Yet it’s a also fared well with a string of frequent to hypo the general tone \ery Griffin, 88’er Murray Arnold | INR-TV, Chicago 

tribute to Liebman, Hope, Sinatra, outstanding guestars, including of the early part of the display. and guitarist Rex Dennis. Sol|_ An ably produced show, this i 

Miss Lillie, et al..that the entire 90 Morton Downey, James Dunn, Musically, the organization was Stein scripted Martin’s suavely-_ Louis G. Cowan package should be ; 

minutes had a fleeting quality; that Janis Paige and a teen-aged pianist up to high standards. The arrange- handled verbiage. Mike. a sure-fire hit with animal lovers. } 

the viewer was far from sated. 'named D’Vaughn Pershing, who | ments, glee-club work and soloists | Show, dealing with the care and i 
It’s regrettable that Sinatra had Was excellent. In addition, Ruby | generally were of top calibre and prevention of pet health problems, 


but one song (“Come Rain, Come Keeler, who made her return to 
most of the show was played for #nd_ also played with 
laughs, with major accent on the, ‘ ; : 
comedic talents of Hope, Sinatra, @ Walkon during the middle com- 
Miss Lillie and such auxiliary , mercial and took part in the final 
stooges as Arnold Stang, Dave production number. 
Burns, etc. | Murray alluded to his Roxy date 
Here was a show that substi-| 4 number of times during the eve- 
tuted freshness for the cliche. And | ing but neglected to mention at 
always there was the element of any time that the show was pulled 
surprise; the sudden emergence, 4tter one week. (TV proponents, 
for example, of Milton Berle for of course, might argue that the 
the climactic zanyism in running Roxy picture was responsible for 
down the curtain on “The Road to the weak grosses). Saturday's 
Frigidaire” skit which found Miss |Video program followed the usual 
Lillie and Sinatra as the Lamour- format, with “Oswald” (Tony La- 
Crosby video counterparts for briola) gagging a few quips with 
some jungle safari hilarities. the emcee and Darla Hood and 
.4«| the Enchanters selling an accept- 
The show, for that matter, was : ae 
compounded of many pleasantries | @ble tune in the initial ev. 
—in the Hope Automat bit; in the | Dunn scored with an excerpt from 
Hope-Sinatra byplay, notably in| ee an ca Pgs de 
the baseball skit in which the duo, |*" Brooklyn, and Miss Faige lin- 
as members of the “Lydia Pink-| Pressed with her vocalizing. Young 
ham Tigers,’ were more concerned | eg a geht piano gfe 
over their Elizabeth Arden powder Mics in his solo and then double 
base and mascara in “playing to| With Murray in a funny clarinet 
TV”: in la Lillie’s reprise of | duet. ea 
her oldtime number, “Rhythm”: with his standard tune-selling at 
er in the comedienne’s back- | the piano, which led into a sock 
stage dressing room drolleries: finale, in which the entire cast 
in the favorable impression regis- | te™ped through a Gaelic romp. 
tered by Peggy Lee, who com-| Jack Mulhall handled the com- 
bined looks and fine vocalistics mercials acceptably. Murray, who’s 
(“Bewitched”) with a pleasant as- handed out a number of Benrus 
sist in the comedy department. watches to his guestars, fluffed 
Even in the non-comedy se- @angerously in presenting a watch 
quences, the same high standards to Dunn. Murray again called it 
were in evidence, as in the Michael &@ Benrus but it happened to be a 


Kidd-Janet Reed balleting (Lieb- Bulova. 

man settled for this one major pro- | 

duction number), or in the expert | 

tapping of Condos & Brandow| Fred Waring’s Sunday (29) 


(with Hope later making it a trio stanza on CBS departed from its 


for one of the show’s high mo- usual format toward the close of 
ments). Camera, settings and the show with a stirring tribute 
Charles Sanford’s batoning were to Memorial Day based on the text 


all of a pattern—keyed to one of from Stephen Vincent Benet’s epic 
television’s best shows to date. poem, “John Brown’s Body.” War- 
Even Frigidaire played it smart, ing’s company apparently includes 
limiting the commercials for its) some expert thespers as well, since 
multiple products to practically this dramatization of the highlights 
one on the half-hour, a restraint of Brown’s raid and subsequent 
calculated to win the sponsor more | trial along with Civil War scenes 
friends and customers than the/| was a well-performed presentation 
trip-hammered plugs which in-| with excellent production. 
undated the first show. Rose, The incidental music, of course, 





Murray’s | 
troupe at the Roxy, came in for 


Downey registered solidly | 


Waring, as usual, gave an excel- 
lent accourt of himself. 


NBC-TV's “Philco Playhouse,” 
which has been stressing adapta- 
tions of novels, turned to an orig- 
inal Sunday night (28) for its pre- 
sentation of “Semmeiweis,” story 
of the Hungarian medico who dis- 
covered the cause of child-bed 
fever. Joseph Liss, who scripted 
the hour-long show, apparently 
did considerable research for the 
project, since it bore full signs of 
authenticity. Attempt at realism 
was abetted by the semi-documen- 
tary treatment accorded the pref- 
ace and epilog, which had a mod- 
ern-day doctor explaining the rea- 


sons for cleanliness to a young ex- | 


pectant father. 


With Everett Sloane scoring im- | 


pressively in the title role. the play 
had its full quota of dramatie mo- 
‘ments. Only difficulty was that, as 
a biography, the story was neces- 
sarily telegraphed and Liss failed 
to build any suspense. Sloane 
turned in a masterful job as the 
hot-headed genius, frustrated by 
the snide ignorance of his supe- 
riors. He carried most of the show 
by himself, so that the rest c the 
'cast had little chance to shine. De- 


istered as Sloane’s wife and Robert 


Harris dittoed as his colleague. 
Others showing well were Guy | 


Spaull, Mercer McLeod and Anna | 


Minot. Fred Coe produced, with 


Gordon Duff directing. 


Ed Sullivan’s show last Sunday 


(28) was of mixed calibre. Although | 


the acts were okay and most of 
them did well, there wasn’t a fo- 
cal point in the program. The 
high spot was reached early in the 
display with Joey Bishop’s turn in 


the deuce, and afterwards the pro- | 


gram went along on an even keel 
‘that generated little excitement. 

Bishop had been appearing mo- 
|mentarily on this session for the 
| past few weeks. He finally did a 
‘full turn Sunday (29) and proved 
| himself a capable video entity. His 


(Continued on page 32) 


|The trio, Freddie Nix 


for effective impact. 


_ returned to 
| good break for the youngsters 
| though the skedding 


THE EDDIE HUBBARD SHOW 


| With Don Driscoll, Eddie Hubbard 


Trio 
Producer-writer: Jackie Smith 
Director: Bill Taylor 


'30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:45 p. m. 


Participating 
WBKB, Chicago 


This show seems to be on the| examination room, with the vet 


| k. Although the segment | diagnosing the ills of pets brought 
viewed (25) failed to score so weil, | in by their owners. 


right track. 


the informal format, enterprising 


'camera work and easy gabbing of 


Eddie Hubbard should combine to 
make this a progressively appeal- 
ing show. Major weakness of ses- 


sion caught, and one that’s certain | 


to impair subsequent shows unless 
improved or discarded, were the 
gag attempts. 

While no Bing Crosby, Hubbard 
does a nice, unpretentious crooning 
job with his uke accompaniment. 
on piano, 
Ernie Inucci on guitar and Art Ca- 


ber, in place of one of the several 
gag situations that failed to come 
off. 

Weak lines muffed the one rou- 
tine that could have been worked 


for good satire—the skit in which | 
cl | Hubbard interviewed a faked non- 
spite that, Felicia Montealegre reg- | 


English speaking Latin-American 
actress, with Don Driscoll interpre- 


| ting. 


Ad libbed commercials, done by 
emcee, weren't well enough knit 
Dave. 


‘CARTOON TELE TALES 


With Chuck and Jack Luchsinger 
Producer: Lee Orgel 


| Director: Richard Depew 
| 30 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from New York 
After an absence of eight 

months, “Cartoon Tele Tales” 


ABC-TV, and it's a 





against CBS- 
TV's “Mr. I. Magination,’ another 


stanza for the moppets, is untor- | 


tunate. 
Format of the show is basically 
(Continued on page 55) 


has | 


al- | 


is both informative and interesting. 
Major credit goes to Dr. Wesley 
A. Young, veterinarian and direc- 
tor of the Chi Anti-Cruelty Society, 
and Loie Gill, who serves as his 
assistant, for their smooth, natural 
work before the cameras. 
Program is staged in a simulated 


Less skillfully 


/handled stanza could easily escape 
\the bounds of good taste, but on 


show caught (27) there was nothing 


'to offend the most squeamish. 


Stint’s timing was a fittle off, 
with Dr. Young in the middle of a 


| phone call when the guarter-hour 


ended. Had the phone’s ring been 


| used as a cue to the pair for the 
| windup, show would have ended 
| about on time. 


Dave. 


| Le ( | FARM SPOTLIGHT 
_valieri on bass, might well have | With Merl Galusha, Guests 
been used for an additional num- | 


Director: Bob Stone 
15 Mins., Thurs., 5 p.m. 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

General Electric Co., which al- 
ways stressed the agricultural 
phase of broadcasting, via WGY, 


| has spotted a video program week- 
| ly. 
| farmers probably are engaged in 
outside chores at 5 p.m. during the 


Time may not be the best; 


spring and summer, and top guests 
may find the late afternoon hour 


inconvenient. 


Merl Galusha chats with tine ex- 
perts, who both speak and demon- 
strate. On one shot viewed, guest 
was Frank Colling, Montgomery 
County Farm Bureau agent. He 
discussed “Legumes tor Farm 
Forage” and plugged milk as “the 


‘almost perfect food for humans.” 


Colling displayed sods taken from 
the pastures of farms in his area, 
discussing the textures, their 


strong and weak points, and the 
problems faced in developing the 
| meadows. 

Galusha talks knowingly about 
| farm subjects, but acts stiff and 
| photographs 
begins. 


immobilely as pro- 


gram Jaco. 
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THE COLUMBIA 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





now casting (hie 


AMOS ‘“N ANDY 
TELEVISION SHOW 


soon to be seen over CBS-TV 
with an all-colored cast 
Announees 


one important part sail! to be filled 


THE KINGEISH 


The Head of the Lodge...a slick promoter... 
a likable man who seems to be able to talk his way in or out 


of any situation. 


HW YOU can play this character...write at once. Send a photograph, state 
ave, weight and height. Also give mailing address where you can quickly 
he reached. Auditions will be held in New York withim the next ten 
days, and if you qualify, youll be notified tmmediately of audition 
date and place. Address all letters to Amos‘n’ Andy TV Auditions, 


Columbia Broadcasting System, 485 Madison Ave.. New York 22, N.Y. 


Letters and photos become CBS property and cannot be returned. 
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AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING, 

1935-1950 
With George V. Denny, Jr., narra- 

tor 
Writer: Michael Sklar 
60 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, N. Y. 

“America’s Town Meeting of the 
Air” marked the completion of 15 
years of broadcasting with a mag- 
nificent documentary. Culled from 
the highspots of the long line of 
debates presented by this program, 
this dramatic and accurate 
digest of all the crucial problems 
facing America and the world since 


WaS a 


1935. No better demonstration of 
this series’ courage and intelligence 
in grappling with the vital issues 


of our times could have been made 


This show reverberated with the 
great modern history-making 
events and personalities. Starting 
from the midpoint of the depres- 


sion, the program fought all the 
old disputes revolving around the 
New Deal over again Wendell 
Willkie pitted against Robert H 
Jackson, Harold Ickes slugging it 
out with Gannett. Jerome Frank 
defending civil liberties against ex- 
Rep. J. Parnell- Thomas, all of 
these were compressed on _ the 
strips of tape comprising the doc- 
umentary. 

The onset of World War IT, with 
the isolationtst vs. interventionist 
controversy, furnished the most 
exciting material for this show 
Dean Acheson was again heard 
fighting the stay-at-home _philos- 
ophy of Verne Marshall against the 
background of a furiously partisan 
audience. And s!otted among the 
debates were the voices of such 
tragic figures as Jan Masarvk who 
urged the west to make a deal with 
Russia just 10 years before he was 
to commit suicide after his own 
country embraced the Soviets. In- 
cluded also in this documentary 
was that historic debate btween Al 
Capp and John Mason Brown on 
that unhistoric subject: “Should 
Comic Strips Be Abolished?” 


Editing of Michael Sklar was a 
flawless jo» 9i vinpointing the es- 
sentials while George V. Denny 


handled the verbal bridges with his 


YOUR NIGHT OUT 
With Dick Shepard; Frankie Laine, 

guest 
Producer: Bob Roberts 
15 Mins.; Sat., 10:45 p.m. 
YELLOW TAXI SYSTEM, INC. 
WMCA, New York 

New Yellow Cab quarter-hour 
which debuted on WMCA last Sat. 
(27) revolves around a pretty fair 
idea, but it will have to show bet- 
ter handling than the opening 
stanza revealed to make anyone 
pass up the first hack that comes 
along with its flag up in favor of a 
Yellow. Program is part live, part 
recorded—and it’s in the latter de- 
partment that much more care will 
have to be exercised. 

Format has announcer 
Shepard taking the listene1 


Dick 


{or “a 


night out,” on the opener to the 
Paramount theatre—via Yellow 
Cab. natch—for a dressingroom In- 
terview with that house’s current 
neadliner Frankie Laine Live 
portions at beginning and end ol 
the program were done. well 
enough by Shepard. including ef- 
fective commercials for the cab 


company on the “ride” down Broad- 
way, but the recorded interview 
was so technically poor that Laine’s 
and Shepard’s voices at times were 
unrecognizable. Bad quality of the 
disking stood out even more due to 
the fact that it was not announced 


as a recording, with Shepard on 
the contrary striving to make it 
seem that a live mike was set up 
in Laine’s room. Contrast _be- 
tween Shepard’s voice solo and 
with Laine alone would have 
tipped off a Mongolian idiot that 
‘twasn’t so. 


Interview was interspersed with 
Laine’s platters of “That’s My De- 
sire’ and “Exactly Like You,” plus 
a goodly number of plugs for Mer- 
cury Reeords, label for which the 
singer waxes. Pop disks also went 
to point up the crudeness of the 
interview platter via further voice 
differences 

With technically perfect waxing 
of future interviews (all of which 
will be with pop recording artists), 
program could carry out the im- 
pression of taking listeners for 4 
backstage visit. But even the most 


gullible dialers couldn't have been 
fooled on the initial session And 
if Shepard doesn’t want to spoil 


what illusion he might create, he'd 











customary intelligence. Although better watch such slips as announc- 

different in scope from Columbia ing that “we're going to visit 

Records: “I Can Hear It Now” al- Frankie Laine at the Paramount,” 

bums, this show would make an and then thanking him “for coming 

equally effective package of con-' up here,” in typical studio-inter- 

temporary history. Herm. view fashion. Rich. 
ex 


left to go... 





Call or Write for 
Special Rate Card 
Today 





You've worked like tt--- 
To produce your Show 
Now there's just one Step 





Relax 
signal... let Audio-Video's Personalized 
Editing and Recording Service carry the 
bail for you. 


Audio-Video's Personalized Service must 
be good . . . because it’s built around 
one ideo . 
Porticulor Editing ond Recording Problem 





. « « Just give us the go ahead 


. . How to best solve Your 











HIT THE JACKPOT 

With Bill Cullen, emcee; Ben Lud- 
low, music; George Bryan, an- 
nouncer 

Producers-directors: 

Mark Geodson 
30 Mins.: Svn., 7:30 p.m. 

LEVER BROS. 
CBS, from N. Y. 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

“Hit the Jackpot” returned to 
CBS Sunday (28) as part summer 
replacement for “Amos ‘n’ Andy” 
—and the word for it all is amaz- 


Bill Todman, 


ing. Amazing. that is, that a spon- 
sor can blandly schedule a give- 
away anymore in the face of FCC 
frowns. and boldlv hvvo it with 
fantastic prizes. Amazing in the 
auestions asked—and the answers 
received Amazing all around for 
the low calibre of repartee and 


acceptance of 

under the 
and en- 

response 


emceeings: general 
lavish gift giveawavs 
guise of entertainment 
thused studio audience 

This program is right out of the 
corn bin 4 group of studio con- 
testants answer ouestions. Occa- 
sionally, a home listener is phoned 
for the jackvot cuery. The studio 
auestions are sub-elementarv: the 
iackvot one a comnlete conundrum 
Jacknot prize is fabulous—a trin to 
Mexico. a DeSoto ear. a hundred 
other gifts Enouch to turn any- 
one’s head—and forget what en- 
tertainment is 

Sundav's (28) opener began with 
emcee Bill Cullen giving out with 
the gags, makine fun of a con- 
testant’s name and ioh. and svnend- 
ing verhans three or four minutes 
in digressing on these matters he- 


fore getting to the first question 
That was a stunne1 “What is the 
name of a famous fi'm eartoon 
maker who made ‘Cinderella.’ 
‘Snow White’ and others?” “Wal- 
ter Winchell.” answered the eon- 
testant She was wrong, natch: 
but she got an elaborate wrist- 
watch for her pains 

Next question was the name of 
the canital citv of the Philippine 


republie Answer from the second 
contestant was Peoria. and she too. 
thoueh wrong. wor a watch for her 
efforts. A person who. guessed 
rightly) that dovlight saving exists 
in only nart of the country. instead 
of all U. S.. 


gefs.an ironing ma- 
chine as reward MOuestions were 
on an even level—is Jefferson on 
the nickel bare-headed or hatted. 
etc 


Rest part of the proeram was the 
midwav commercial, when an aver- 


ace housewife wes hrought up to 
discuss her use of Rinso in the 
house It was real, snontaneous 
not hieh-nressured. and proved 


quite effective in a homey way. 
Bron, 





Transcription Review 





THE NEW FRONTIER 
(“Who Speaks for San Marino?”) 
| With Tyrone Power, Mort Stevens, 
Ed Jerome, Alice Reinheart, 
Alan Shay, Eric Dressler, Nel- 
son Case; Albert J. Buhrman, 
organist 
| Producer: Harold Franklin 
Director: Albert Ward 
Writer: Sigmund Miller 
15 Mins. 
INSTITUTE FOR DEMOCRATIC 
| EDUCATION 
| Latest Institute for Demo- 
/eratie Education cuffo transcrip- 
| tion series, heard in New York on 
WNBC, shapes up as a provocative 
public service airer. Judging from 
the kickoff stanza, it deals with 
live issues in warm, human terms. 
|and has the lure of good names 
|}and professional production 
| Story of “Who Speaks for San 
Marino?” is that of a printer, 
played by Tyrone Power. who re- 
fuses to run off application blanks 
for a fascist-minded secret organ- 
ization of “native-born, white, Gen- 
tile Americans” trying to “get rid 
of Negroes. Jews and other for- 
eigners.” The bigot who heads the 
group thereupon spreads the word 
| that Power is a Jew, with the re- 





| sult that he, his wife and his kid 
| are dropped by the local clubs. 
| When the latter discover that 


| Power is actually Gentile, they in- 
vite him back. but he refuses to 
go along with their prejudices and 
instead decides to help form a 
mayor’s committee which will fight 
against the intolerant few foster- 
|ing racial and religious bigotry. 
It’s a simple, timely tale. and 
|registers solidly. Power puts over 
| the role of the level-headed printer 
| with able assistance from the sup- 
porting cast. Bril. 





| Kansas City-—- Eugene “Pete” 
| Moss recently shifted to New York 
where he is assistant to Joseph 
Creamer, sales promotion manager, 
at WOR. 
the promotion department of 
KMBC here, and for the past few 
months had been in promotion 
work outside the industry. He 





| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


| RED RIVER RELIEF RALLY |_| 


Fred Waring’s  Pennsyl- 
and Glee Club (68),) 
Jack Carson, George Formby, 
Toronto Symphony Orch (94) 
with Sir Ernest MacMillan, 
George Murray, Giselle, Leslie 
Bell Singers (54), Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. orch (38) 
with Geoffrey Waddington, John 
Scott, Beth Leckerbie, John 
Fisher, John Drainie; Cy Mack 
and Jack Dennett, announcers 
Producers: Esse Ljungh, Jackie 

Rae 
Writers: Laura and George Salver- 
son 
90 Mins., Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from 


With 
vanians 


Toronto 


Canadian radio 


Greatest evel 

show appeal, with 14,907 payees 
at $2 top jamming Maple Leaf 
Garden. Toronto. for a gate ofl 


$25.336.50 and 729 stations in 
Canada and the U. S. carrying the 
90-minute program in full or in 


hands-across- 
that im- 
result in 


part for free, was a 


the-border gesture will 


mediately present 
pledged millions of dollars for the 
relief of Manitoba citizens who 


were flooded out in Winnipeg and 


St Bonitace and surrounding 
farmlands by the turbulent rising 
of the Red River. 

It was a colossal task of 48-hour 


cooperation on a 90-minute pro- 
The Fred Waring troupe of 
G8 people was New 
York in govern- 
planes and had only a hur- 
ried 15-minute backstage rehearsal 
with the Canadians on the bill. 
With a_ police escort from the 
Toronto airport Manitoba - born 
Jack Carson arrived from Holly- 
wood io walk onstage betore the 
15,000 spectators and pick up the 
script he had never seen betore. 
Over from London had_ flown 
George Formby, Lancashire come- 
dian. All astists gave their serv- 
ices tree 


gram 
flown trom 
three Canadian 


ment 


for 


Show-stoppers were the Wafing 


group and Formby, with Carson 
knitting the various other turns 
neatly together There were too 
many other artists in the 90-min- 
ute broadcast to mention or cover 
them individually but all turned 
in good jobs for a_ wonderful 
cause Interpolated were the tes- 
timonies of a Winnipeg veteran 
whose home and savings had been 
swept away by the flood, and a 
farmer who had had io shoot his 
cattle rather than see them die 
from drowning. But such messages 
weren't maudlin and indicated the 
courage of men who were going 
back to rebuild their homes once 
the floods receded. Fundamen- 


tally, the 90-minute broadcast re- 
vealed the unity of two neighbor- 
ing nations when one of them had 
encountered disaster, end the co- 
operative and humanitarian ef- 
forts of public service radio. 
MeStay. 


MANHATTAN COFFEE QUIZ 
With Jackie Hill, Lee Sanguinette, 

Cliff Fredericksen, Eddie Burke, 

Ray Rishoi 
Producer: George Clare 
15 Mins. Mon.-through-Fri. 
GENERAL GROCERS 
KMOX, St. Louis 

Dialers get a big bargain on this 
quizzer in that they cannot lose; all 
cop a gift, are serenaded via phone 
and radio and have a crack at split- 
ting a cash jackpot. The format is 
that dialers are asked to send in 
quizzes and their fave ditty. The 
quiz starts with a $5 cash award for 
a correct answer and mounts by 
that sum every time it is missed. 
Those chosen to have a shot at the 
quizzer are selected at random 
from a phone book. When the 
question is finally answered cor- 
rectly the jackpot is split 50-50 by 
the one answering and the one who 
sent it to the station. 

Even if the person called flops 
on the question they receive a use- 
ful kitchen utensil and are sere- 
naded by Jackie Hill and the Mu- 
sic Men Hill is a baritone with 
swell pipes and plenty of know. 
The Music Men are a better than 
average group who chime in. If 


‘no ditty has been asked for by the 


| 


Moss formerly was in | 


} 


one offering a quizzer Hill selects 
one that he believes may please the 
caller and warbled simultaneously 
into the phone and mike. 

Hill receives swell backing from 
the tooters made up of San- 
guinette, piano-organ: Burke, 
guitar-viol; Fredericksen, accor- 
dion and Rishoi, conductor. The 
commercials are brief and to the} 
point with Coughlan not overdoing | 
his chore. 

Hill manages to phone three or 
four housewives for each program 
and warbles that number of ditties. 
The themer of the program, “Just 
Around the Corner,” neatly brings 


— up his duties at WOR May | in the bankroller’s product at the | 


teeoff and windup. Sahu. | 


THE HIDDEN TRUTH 
With Donald Gallagher, Murie} 
Bremner, Cliff Soubier, Jona- 


than Hole, John Barclay, For- 
rest Lewis 
Director-writer: Jack LaFrandre 
30 Mins.; Wed., 7 p.m., CDT 
Sustaining 
MUTUAL, from Chicago 
“The Hidden’ Truth,” 
newest contribution to 


tual web, should 
evening listening for the drama 
and thrills fans. Series, scripted 
by Jack LaFrandre, is based on 
actual case histories from the files 
of the late Leonard 


WGN’s 
the Mu- 
make for good 


Keeler, in- 
venter of the Keeler Polygraph 
(lie detector). 

Preem story (24) traced the 
role played by the lie detector in 


bringing about the confession of a 
murderer who killed his wife in 
a fake car accident after taking 
out a double indemnity life in ur- 
ance policy on het Tale might 
have had more suspense had the 
finger of guilt pointed less strongly 


at the killer before the lie detec- 
tor denouement, but scripter was 
obviously sticking close te the 
facts of the case 

Acting was firstrate’ through- 
out. Donald Gallagher was con- 
vincing as Keeler. Heaviest role 
of this stanza, that of the guilty 
party, was strongly played’ by 
Cliff Soubier. Jonathan Hole, as 


the insurance inspector, and For- 
rest Lewis, as the police captain, 
were also topflight. Original score 
by Kenneth Churchill, played by 


orch batoned by Henry Weber, 

seemed a bit elaborate Dave. 

F. Y. .L—FOR YOUR INFORMA- 
TION 


With Jim Burke 


Tues.-Wed.-Thurs., 9:45 p.m., 15 


Mins. 
Sustaining 
KMBC, Kansas City 

Interviews with prominent per- 
sons and leading citizens, and dis- 


cussions by authorities on subjects 
of current interest and pertinent 
civie events, are the field covered 
by this thrice-weekly aquarter-hour 


handled by Jim Burke, KMBC's 
special events man. Formula 
which Burke has worked out fol- 
lows a strictly informal chatter 


pattern designed to put the inter- 
viewees as much at ease as possi- 
ble. Generally this also helps to 
put the dialer at ease and hold his 
interest. 


A one-time network actor and 
experienced mike-man, Burke has 
voice and manner to handle the 


show competently. Stanza caught 
was an interview with John Judd, 
producer of the city’s centennial 
spectacle, “Thrills of a Century,’ 
(Continued on page 45) 





CENTRAL PLAZA 








REHEARSAL HALLS 
Meeting Rooms 
3nd Avenue at 7th St. 
Centrally Located 
2 blocks east of John Wanamaker’ 





40 Modern Rehearsal Halls 40 


PIANOS 
SPACIOUS @ AIRY 
REASONABLE RATES 
Cool Grand Ball Room Availoble 
For Arena Type Theatre 


JULY-AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 
Flat rental or percentage arrangement. 
24-foot high - no pillars - 700 capacity. 


Groups . . . Individual 
Algonquin 4-9800 
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1333 
S$. Wabash 
Chicago, lil 


— ARE YOU APPEARING — 
IN A BROADWAY PLAY? 


Now under the strongest lights, latest 
scientific technique, from Paris, @n- 
ables you to face your audience with 
smooth, youthful, clear-skinned radi- 
ance, free of wrinkles, blemishes, 
age-signs and superfluous hair. — 
FREE Consultation and Analysis 


ELISABETH UNGAR 24, 28 5*. 


MU. 6-2120 





























DON’T UPSTAGE ME 


You can benefit by my ability 


Girl Friday, several years theatrical 
production experience—stage, radio, 
TV (big time). Hard work, responsi- 
bility and temperamental personalities 
do not phase me. Box V-120-28, 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York 19. 
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Anchor-Hocking’s Guest 


NBC 
traub agency have decided to use 
guest emcees for the new hour-long 
Anchor-Hocking variety program, 
which teed off Monday night (29), 
until they can find a personality 
whom they consider capable of car- 
ryving the five-times-a-week show 
each night. Emcee job was to have 
been handled permanently by Don 
(“Creesh”) Hornsby, who died in 
WN. Y. last week after an attack of 
polio 

Thus, Tex McCrary & Jinx Falk- 
enburg co-emceed the opening 
night stanza, with Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis taking over last night 
(Tues. ) As of VARIETY’S press 
time vesterday. emcee for neither 
Wednesday nor Thursday nights 
had been chosen. Morton Downey is 
scheduled to handle the show Fri- 
day night (2). NBC sneaked the 
show Monday through Friday last 
week, coming on the air 10 or 15 
minutes each night after the offi- 
cial signoff. None of the emcees 
auditioning, including Jan Murtfay, 
Joey Adams and Robert Alda, have 
been set tor the regular series. 


| Gladys Rubens Sues On | 
Mi.C.’s Pending ‘Right Guy’ | 
To Replace Don Hornsby 


television and the Wein-| filed suit in superior court charg- | 


‘Sandy Dreams’ Breakup 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Gladys Rubens, video producer, 
ing breach of 


contract, asking | 


damages, and a restraining order | 


in connection with breakup of her | 
“Sandy Dreams” vidshow. She | 
had inked a pact with KECA-TV, 
last week following windup of her | 
KTLA pact, but lead juves were 
remaining at KTLA to be inserted 


into another program to be pro- 
duced by Bud Stefan, who had pro- 
duced ““Dreams.” 


«Legal action, filed by attorney 
Jacques Leslie, charges Klaus 


Landsberg. KTLA topper, raided 
the cast last week after Miss Ru- 
bens left, and persuaded them to 
remain on KTAL. A similar charge 


was made against Stefan, who 
claims to have originated idea, 


which Miss Rubens denies. 





San Antonio — Jim Wiggins has 
been appointed program director 
of KABC here. He formerly was 
a member of the announcing staff. 
Post has been vacant for some 
time. It was formerly occupied 
by Harold Carr. 


Say That Again 


Chicago, May 30. 
Television can sell anything. 
Manny Opper, in his pre- 
baseball interviews on WBKB, 
gabbing with a Chi Sun-Times 
photographer, had the lenser 
put his still camera in front 
of the TV camera “to take a 
picture of the people watching 
the game at home.” 
Now the station is getting 
heavy mail from viewers who 
want prints of the picture. 








Conte Van Camp’s Show As 
One Wendy Barrie Sub 


John Conte, featured in the 
recent Broadway production of 
“Arms and the Girl.” has been 
Signed as star of the new Van 
Camp’s-sponsored show on NBC- 
TV. Show ts slated to take over 
7:30 to 7:45 p.m. slot Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, starting early in 
June. 

Conte’s twice-weekly stanza, to 


be an informal musicale, will re- 
place the Wendy Barrie show now 
occupying the time periods. Miss 
Barrie will concentrate on her 
Thursday late-evening show, which 
is aired locally via WNBT (NBC, 
N. Y.) and sponsored by Holland- 
erizing. 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








St. Louis—Harry K. Renfro, exec 
| asst. to the gen. mgr. of KXOK is 
| ° ° ° ° 

| totin’ a six-gun since being made 
a Deputy Sheriff in St. Louis 
| County and a member of the Mis- 
'souri Peace Officers’ Assn. He 
| works in close co-op with the Mis- 
souri State Highway Patrol and the 
| local Police Dept. in addition to 
his radio chores. 





Milwaukee—Two public service 
programs presented by WTMJ 
grabbed top awards from the Mil- 
waukee County Radio Council 
“Mr. Jaycee,” aired in cooperation 
with the Milwaukee Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce was rated best 
produced — public service show 
“Young Moderns and Authors,” 
presented in cooperation with Mil- 
waukee Public Library won the 
award in teenage public service 
classification 

Boston — John Wilkoff, promo- 
tional director of WCOP, has been 
elected to the board of governors 
of Boston clan ot Carnegie Tech 
alumni. 


St. Louis—Charles Stookey, Farm 


Editor of KXOK, last week cele- 
brated his 21st anni in radio. His 


radio career began in Chicago with 
| WLS. He came to St. Louis in 
| 1932 and joined KMOX. In 1944 
| Stookey joined KXOK and origi- 
' nated his current ‘“‘Town and Coun- 
i try.” He pilots his own plane and 
flies through the St. Louis area in 
| search of news and feature stories. 


Columbus—Keith Kerr. formerly 
on the staffs of KFH and KFBI in 
his hometown of Wichita. Kan., has 
joined the announcing staff of 
WCOL here. During the war Kerr 
was a member of the Armed Forces 
Radio station on Guam. He takes 
over the announcing duties of Phil 
Bradford, who was recently upped 
to WCOL program managet 


Greensboro, N. C.—Ted Austin, 
program director of the Greens- 


boro Daily News-Record stations 
WFMY and WFMY-TY, will resign 
next month to become a partner 
in a new radio station in Buffalo, 


N. Y. Austin, veteran of 12 years 
in radie work, will be general 
manager, His partner is John 
Walchli, of Wellsville, N 
Portland, Me.—WPOR, ABC af- 


filiate here, has appointed Everett- 
McKinney as national rep 
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Of the 


It’s no 


always 


KMOX IS THE 


os “Oer: , -9* 
top 10 locally-produced daytime programs, 9 are on KMOX! 


It's no news to us... 


SIX-TO-ONE WINNER! 





_ _— . ; a . * 
585% more wins than any other:station: 


Year alter vear. in every listening study made, KMOXx wins in a walk. And 1950 


is no different. The first Pulse of St. Louis proved it. The second confirms it. 


Of the 504 quarter-hours all week long. KWOXx wins first place in 418... 


Of the total 240 weekday daytime quarter-hours. KMOX teins first place in 200! 


e 


news to us—but it’s new and further proof for advertisers—that KMOx 


wins easily 


selling force in Mid-America today. 


in St. Louis. That’s one good reason why KMOx is the greatest 


KMOX “The Voice of St. Louis” 


Columbia Owned +50,000 watts-Clear Channel 


*Report No. 1, Jan-Feb. 1950; Report No. 2. Mar. Apr. 195% 


#5 -00 AM to 12:00 Mid., Sunday thru Saturder 


¥5:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Monday tira Fridag 
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SALUTE ) 


to 


~ M-G-M RADIO ATTRACTIONS 


on its selection for the 


VARIETY AWARD 


For New Program Development 











~~ 








KKK 


As National Distributor for M-G-M Radio Attractions, 
we are proud of this award. 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA — 


Exclusive Representatives 


( 


for 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER RADIO ATTRACTIONS 
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898 MADISON AVENUE 17-18 DOVER STREET 430 N. MICHIGAN AVE. $370 SANTA MONICA BLVD. 105 MONTGOMERY §T. 
NEW YORK LONDON CHICAGO BEVERLY HILLS SAN FRANCISCO 
PHONE PLAZA 9-7500 PHONE REGENT 4622 PHONE DELAWARE 7-1100 PHONE CRESTVIEW 6-2001 PHONE EXBROOK 2.8972 
UNION COMMERCE BLDG. 2102 N. AKARD ST. 1612 BOOK TOWER 1044 LITTLE BLDG. NORTHWESTERN BANK BLDG. 
CLEVELAND DALLAS DETROIT BOSTON MINNEAPOLIS 
PHONE CHERRY 6010 PHONE CENTRAL 1448 PHONE WOODWARD 72-2664 PHONE LIBERTY 2-4823 ~ PHONE LINCOLN 7863 
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BERTRAM LEBHAR, Jr. 

Director of ‘MGM Radio Attractions’ 
LES PETERSON 

Director of Radie, MGM Pictures an 
West Coost Administrotor, ‘MGM Radie 


Director, ‘MGM Theatre of the Air’ 
Crime Does Not Poy 
ARTHUR PHILLIPS 
Writer, “The Adventures 
WELBOURN KELLEY 
Writer, “MGM Theotre” 


JOEL HERRON 
Musical Director, “MGM Theatre” 





Musicol Director . “Crime Does 


ol 


lor 


RAYMOND KATZ : 
Director of Production, ‘MGM Redie 
Attractions’ 


JO RANSON 
Publicity Director 


WILLIAM ROUSSEAU 
Director, “Story of Dr. Kildore” 


PAULA STONE 

Producer, “At Home With Lionel Barry- 
more,” “Good News from Hollywood” 
WILLIAM K. CLARKE 

Writer, “MGM Theotre od 

JERRY FIELDING 

Musica! Director, “The Hordy Family” 
IRA MARION 

Writer, “Crime Does Not Poy” 





Station WMGM 
is proud 
(hat its presentation 


MGM RADIO 
ATTRACTIONS 
has been awarded 
the Variety 
Showmanagement 
Plaque 


“New Program 
Development” 
for 1949-50 








FRANK ROtHRENEECK 

Director of Distribution and Recording 

MARCELLA NAPP 

West Coast Coordinator and cide te 

Director of Freduction 

TOM McKNIGHT 

Director, “Adventures o # Moisie” 

LES CRUTCHFIELD 

Writer, “The Story of Dr. Kildare” 

JAMESON BREWER 

Writer, “The Hardy Family” 

HARRY ZIMMERMAN 
“ : 


V.-P., Loew's Inc., West Coest Divecter, 
Radie Attrections’ 


EDGAR SMAILL 
Assistant te Director of Production 


JOE BIGELOW 
irector, “The Hordy Fomiiy” 


BOB FISENBACH 
Writer, “At Home With Barrymore’ 


FRANK TARLOFF 
ere Writer, “The Hardy Family” 
BURTON TURKUS 


Technical Consultant, “Crime Dees No WALTER SCHUMANN 


Musicol Director, “Story of Dr. Kildore” 


The Call Letters of the Stars 
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From the Production Centres Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Line of dolls and toys will be brought out this fall based on Frank 
Luther’s NBC kid show. Maltex, incidentally, has renewed for the 
summer because Luther keeps the kids eating the hot cereal... .Jack 
Lloyd into CBS’ “Second Mrs. Burton” cast “Thin Man” is summer- 
replacing “Ozzie and Harriet” for Heinz on ABC Ronson has re- 
newed “20 Questions” on MBS, starting its fifth year July 1 .WOR 
asst. news director, Edythe Meserand, back Sunday (28) from five-week 





tour of five European countries 


Baby girl (their third child) for the Milton Krents. He’s “Eternal 


Light” producer Burt Cowlan leaves “Guiding Light” cast to be- 
come prexy of Sky Top Summer theatre at Flower Hill, L. I 
WCBS’s Margaret Arlen delivered the commencement address at her 


alma mater. Mars Hill College. N. C., Saturday (28) Cast and crew 
of MBS’ “Mark Trail” were making daily checks at hospitals last week 
Actress Amy Sedell became the mother of a six-pound girl and script 
Albert Aley, playing with his daughters, tripped over a 
wire and broke an arm and a leg Ned Calmer’s “The Strange Land” 
now best-selling into its fourth printing and slated for a Japanese trans- 
lation Hank Sylvern now handling background music for the “Puck 
Comics Weekly” show Betty Furness and Neil Hamilton signed for 
“Crime Does Not Pay” waxer Harpist Bobby Byrne and orch now 
heard on WOR from Arcadia Ballroom WMGM baseball nine to 
tackle CBS squad Former ABC sales veepee C. P. Jaeger co-pro- 
ducing “Devil Also Dreams” for strawhat circuit Jack Munhall bows 
out as radio-teevee director of Huber Hoge ageney effective tomorrow 
(Thurs. ) Joel Sayre has taken over the scripting assignment on 
ABC's loyalty documentary, vice Morton Wishengrad Cy Newman 
started a sportscasting series on WLIB Monday (29) John Derr sub- 
bing for Red Barber on CBS’ “Saturday Sports Review” through June 
10 Quincy Howe addressing National Conference of Christians and 
Jews at Hotel Pierre today (31) 

Oilice space at CBS is so tight that Garry Moore has had to be 
squeezed into the press dept., taking over Dorothy Leffler’s office while 
she’s vacationing in Europe Linda Zutia upped to copy-continuits 
chief at WNJR Scripter Art Henley too busy to honeymoon after he 
weds Janet Radskin, of Musical Artists, Saturday (3) Nine-year-old 

May 22 when 


supervisor 


son of radio writer Joe Stein was fatally injured 
he was struck by a truck on the way home from_ school 
Russell K. Jones and Newman F. McEvoy upped to veepees 


at Cunningham & Walsh Helen Claire and Andrea Wallace new to 
“Our Gal Sunday” John Stanley added to cast of “Front Page 
Farrell” “Young Widder Brown” begins 14th year on the air June 
5. Program is produced by Frank and Anne Hummert, 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., trekked back to New York after a quickie 
rundown with Harry Ackerman on the CBS summer lineup from here 
Another visitor from N. Y., WOR’s Ted Streibert, passed the week 
with Lewis Allen Weiss and Willet Brown, but tight-lipped on what 
transpired. Could have had something to do with the imminent pass 
ing of the Don Lee network to other owners Howard Duff, Bill 
Spier and Lud Gluskin taped like mad so all hands on “Sam Spade” 
can get away on early vacations. Spier headed for Europe to direct a 








“The Loveliest Sight in Music’ 


—VING MERLIN= 


| and the 


ENCHANTED 
STRINGS 


All FEMME ORCHESTRA 
HELD OVER— AGAIN ! 
TERRACE ROOM 


Hotel New Yorker 


























“Ving Merlin ensemble makes an “One of the most beautiful shows 
attractive bandstand asset. Femme we've seen in a tong time is Ving 
crew, comprises a group of standout Merlin’s ‘Enchanted Strings’.”’ 
instrumentalists, also obviously se- TV GUIDE. 
lected for their looks. ... Arrange- 
ments are smartly designed in snappy 
tempos for overatl impact.’ 


VARIETY (Herm). 


“A truly delightful change from 
the usual... Enchanted Strings 
wonderful music ... the most beauti- 
ful orchestra in America.” 


“Among the video bests of the 
GOTHAM LIFE. 


week: Ving Merlin and his ‘En- 
chanted Strings,’ classy all gal or- 
chestra.’’ 

"The choice of Ving Merlin and his 
Enchanted Strings is an excetient one. 
Nine beautifully gowned girls play 
delightfully. . . .” 


WOMEN’S WEAR DAILY. 


DANTON WALKER. 


“The lovely girls, blondes and 
brunettes, are gifted soioists and have 
piayed together for a year on tele- 
vision. Mr. Meriin, the brilliant young 
conductor who plays the violin, has 
conducted for such shows as ‘'Bloomer “Ving’s strings are good for your 
Girl,” “My Romance,” and “Allah Be ears, your digestion and your table 


Praised.” check.” 
ROBERT W. DANA. METROPOLITAN HOST, 


Direction: MUSIC CCRPORATION OF AMERICA 
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picture and Gluskin follows later on a pleasure jaunt....Wilbur Hatch, 
‘music director of many CBS shows, will have to avoid the baton for 
‘another three months in his convalescence from a nervous breakdown 

Petri wine dropped “Sherlock Holmes” after 39 weeks but may 
come back in the fall on the sight circuit. ...Allen Botzer was advanced 
from announcing staff to post of production supervisor at CBS. He 
replaces Evelyn Lifschultz, who moved over to Ward . Wheelock 
as office manager and aide to Diana Bourbon....Rudy Vallee back in 
‘town to set his disk spinning series on Don Lee before taking off again 
on nitery dates.... Dick Compton is coming out of retirement to help | 
Floyd Holm line up some Coast business for the Hollywood office, 
which has been a servicing unit. Bob Nourse, late of W. 
joined the agency with the first account, Modglin brooms... .It’s ru- 
mored around that Chuck Luckman may buy into a thriving business | 
here. That would put him only a few driving hours from his ranch 
down the Coast Director Nat Wolff and writers Bobby Lee and Jerry | 
Lawrence joined forces to put Edna Best back in radio as the star of 
“Conflict.” It goes into the wax works at NBC Ken Carson is quit- 
ting Coast radio for a reunion with Garry Moore in N. Y. on TV. Now 
that his voice has been heard on so many shows, he thinks it’s time to 
be seen. Easy on the eyes as his pipes are on the auricles Groucho, 
Gummo and the other Marxes have that oil-happy look. Within a mile 
of their 16,000 acres in Texas are 50 wells gushing black gold 
After eight years of freelancing, Paul Pierce is back on the production 
staff at KNX Sam Katzman, who used to write gags for radio comics 
and is now back to dentistry, sold his second story to Colliers 
NBC's Ed Sobol showing off the town to Louis Lotito, prez of City Play- 
houses in N. Y. It’s his first trip here, being coaxed into it by his frau 
as a 25th anni gift. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Robert Brewster, former WOR and WOR-TV program manager, has 
taken up duties as exec radio and teevee assistant to Homer Havermale, 
veepee in charge of McCann-Erickson Chi office. James Shelby con- 
tinues as radio-TV director at agency Alfred Crapsey, KNBC sales 
manager, huddled with Chi NBC sales staffers last week WGN 
aired a special broadcast for the Combined Jewish Appeal Friday night 
(26) George Janda exits pubber firm of O'Reilly, Doty & Sommer, 
to join Petesch, Hecht & O'Connor agency as radio-video production 
chief Ralph Sterling, currently appearing in the Sherman hotel's 
“College Inn Story,” joins WGN’'s “Song We Sing” as featured vocalist 

Corrine Olson is new member of WBBM department of education 
to replace Betsy Wallace, who leaves Friday (2) to make ready for her 
July 15 wedding to Dr. Charles Doehlert Frank J. Walsh has re- 
joined the John W. Shaw agency Staff as copy chiet WGN has inked 
an 18-month contract with IBEW, covering AM, FM and TV operations. 
Pact, negotiated between Carl Meyers, WGN engineering head, and H. 
Walter Thompson, representing the union, ups technicians starting pay 
from $70 to $80 weekly Morgan Beatty guest speaker at annual 
parlay of Illinois Pharmaceutical Assn. last week Donald Gramm 
and Carol Smith will share top singing duties on WGN-Mutual’s “The- 
atre of the Air’ summer series which preems Saturday (3) Although 
widely ballyhooed, lightning failed to strike at last week’s meeting of 
Chi Radio Management club. Largest turnout of the vear gathered to 
see the revised version of the industry film, “Lightning That Sells.” 
Film dailed to arrive from New York in time for the luncheon meeting. 
Roy McLaughlin, CRMC prexy, and toastmaster, ably handled the deli- 
cate situation Phil Bowman, Young & Rubicam radio and teevee 
director, in Hollywood this week discussing fall plans for Schlitz- 
sponsored “Halls of Ivy” Rosemary Wayne, WJJD disk spinner, set 
to appear on Chesterfield’s Wednesday night CBS show from New York 
June 28 and July 5 Flurry of realignments at WLS finds Warren 
Middleton heading a staff working directly under sales manager C. M. 
Freeman in sales material production. John Drake takes over new 
duties in overall station and program promotion. Don Kelley is han- 
dling some of the duties of Al Boyd, production manager, on a leave 
of absence due to illness Scott Radio Laboratories will preview its 
new line at the Blackstone this week Glenn Ransom, WGN produc- 
tion staff member for the past eight years, is new production manager 
of the station NBC announcers Don Elder and Gregg Donovan va- 
cationing this week Carroll Marts, MBS Central Division manager, 
in New York for meetings with MBS toppers .Paul Gibson back at 
WBBM after month’s trip to Europe....Peter Fox Brewing Co. account 
moves to Tim Morrow agency from Carroll Dean Murphy Ine. 
WBBM 's “Country Hour” cops 69° of the available morning audcicnce 
according to Pulse survey Mutual's Al Helfer and Art Gleeson in 
town last week to cover the Athletics-White Sox series for MBS’ “Game 


IN WASHINGTON... 


Network rivalry is being tossed to the winds to help combat juve de- 
linquency in next Saturday (3) night’s benefit show. tollowing National 
Celebrities Golf tournament... Bob Hope will emcee a star studded 
show sponsored by the Washington Post, owners of WTOP-CBS, with 
Arthur Godfrey and Walter Winchell guesting. plus Danny Kaye, 
Gordon MacRae, and others. .. .Walter Tyrell, ex of town’s WINX and 
WEAM stations, has joined announcing staff of indie station WASH-FM, 
specializing in sports and symphonic music WTOP-CBS_ hypoing 
interest in Cy Howard’s “My Friend Irma” airer by plastering the 
6.500 “Irma” comic books in the area with stickers plugging the show 

Brooke Johns, local gentleman farmer of note. and ex of the “Zieg- 
feld Follies.” returning to show biz as star of a variety telecast, ‘The 
Little Top.” over WOTC-CBS with Tommy Johnson hamdling musical 
chores and James MeMurray producing. WWDC and Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce jointly sponsoring this year’s “Miss Washington” 
beauty contest Nancy Osgood, director of femme programs tor WRC- 
NBC has been commissioned an honorary captain of the Capital Air- 
lines fleet Elmer Davis, ABC commentator, cops another award, the 
American Veterans’ Committee “Bill of Rights” award to be presented 
Friday (2) because vet newsman “reported with vigor the ever increas- 
ing threats to our fundamental freedoms” “Glamour Hints.” town’s 
first etiquet show, preemed over WT'TG-DuMont past week, with Phyl- 
lis Bell, head of local model school, Hazel Kenyon Markel and Don 
Roper. 


mated cost of the outlet is set at 
$20,600. 

tequest has been made to the 
FCC for the reassignment of the 
license of KSIJ, Gladewater 
_ ace ren SIJ, i ‘ . now 
the FCC for the assignment of the pelg by the Gladewater Broadeast- 
license of KPET, now held by the ing Co., composed of Barnes H. 
Lamesa Broadcasting Co., com- Broiles, Carl B. Everett, 
posed of R. C. Parker, R. A. ea Png mge — “— — 
: , ; ra enry ade to Taylor W. Lee, 
Woodsen and K. S. Ashby, to with the same firm name. Lee 
Woodson. Ashby | will assume expenses of the trans- 
fer and outstanding debts and ac- 
counts payable. Outlet operates on 
1430 kilocycles with a power of 
1000 watts daytime. : 


Texas Pot Simmers 


Lamesa, Tex., May 30. 
Application has been made to 


Parker and 
would sell out his 24° interest 
to his two partners for $20,000. 
After the transfer Parker would 
have 63°. interest and Woodson 


Earl Bothwell, | 


John Ben | 


Ohio Schools, Colleges 
Claimed Discriminatory 
To Airers; Liquor Ba. Tog 


Cubicles o., 
| Ohio highschools ana collegeg 
are discriminating asainst radig 


Stations in airing of athletic events 
‘Sy 

the Ohie 
Char; Sed last 
mee ting he rey 





May 30, 


| particularly football. 
Assn, of Broadcasters 
| week in its annual 
Charging a fee tor broadeast 
rights hampers the broa ~ 
the OAB charged. 
“But we are makinoe some 7 fr 
ress with Vv aid of Ohio thier 
officials,” Carl Georse aes, ¥ 


idcaste ry 


Cleveland, OAB president se 
Station managers als * ° 
the Ohio Board of 1 iquo fn, 2 d 
is unfair in its proposed new. ? 
ing which would not perp , ta 
tion to mention prices in liquor adi 
vertising nor to give the n ime af a 
dealer in a particula; rand ‘of 


wine or beer when the ad js spons 
sored by the manutacture, O\B 
sent a letter of protest on thig 
point to the liquor board which 
Thursday (25) concluded hearings 
on the proposed regulations 

The OAB also said it wil! COON. 
erate with Dr. Kenneth Dameron 
and Ohio State U. in a joint survey 
to determine if steady radio jig. 
teners have more branded and 
radio-advertised products in their 
homes than non-listeners Dr. 
Dameron, of OSU's College of 
Commerce, will actually plan and 
execute the survey, and also use 
the collected data in classroom 
work. 

Station managers also heard @ 
prediction by Don Thompson, of 
the Fifth Federal Reserve District? 
in Cleveland, that Ohio may see a 
slight decline in consume: business 
and heavy industry during the last 
six months of 1950. 

George was reelected president 
of OAB; Robert Fehlman. WHI BC, 
Canton, was chosen vice-president, 
and Robert Kerns, WLOK, Lima, 
secretary-treasure! 


Special Belmont Stakes 
Relay to L’ville Viewers 


Louisville, May 30 

Louisville area TV viewers will 
see the Belmont Stakes, turt classie, 
Saturday, June 10, sponsored by 
| Gillette, by way of special WAVE- 
TV relay equipment which will 
pick up the Belmont, 1. 1.. origi- 
nated race direct from WLW-T, 
Cincinnati. 

WAVE-TYV engineers proved effee- 
tiveness of this type of direct relay 
last year when the World Seriés 
was brought to Louisville at tin 
of play, followed by the Kentuckiie 
Xavier football game trom Cincif 
nati and the Army-Navy football 
classie last November. 











Courtesy of M-G-M 


"THE GREAT RUPERT’ 
For George Pal Prods. 
THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 0.S.T., wac 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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Available for Radio and TV 


FRED KEATING 


Second Funniest Man in the wo 
Management: NEAL REEOM 
1674 B’way, New York 

JUdson 6-1847 | 
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would have 37° KPET operates 
on 690 kilocycles with a power otf 
250 watts, daytime only. 
Application has been made by 
the Blake Broadcasting Co., at 
Memphis, Tex., for license to oper- 
ate a new standard broadcast out- 
let on 1370 kilocycles with a power 
of 250 watts daytime hours. Esti- , 


JOE DeRITA 





SIXTH SMASH COMEDY WEEK! 
MINSKY'S RIALTO, Chico9? 


Thanks te MR. HAROLD MINSKY 





Available for Television 
Direct Booking 
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Showmanagement for its 
outstanding promotion of 


4 «THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH” 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE BOSTON HERALD-TRAVELER 
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Represented Nationally by John Blair & Compony 
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said, “why play to the first four 
rows.’ It is shared generally and 
can only be interpreted to mean. 
“It's not ready for us yet, bub.” 
The studios may set up a yow!l 
against their stars competing on 
film, and that must be a prime 
consideration until the cable is in 
and running. Town toppers will 
grudgingly give in to live teevee- 
ing, or even kinescope (bad as il 
is' but they full well Know the 


wrath of theatre owners will come 


down on their heads. Maybe the 
big break will come when Gene 
Autrv’s sets of SIX gallop aqown the 
channel: 


Holding It Back? 


here are other element io be 
sure that would militate against 
anv immediate threat to N. i and 
their present smallness may snow- 
ball into worrisome proportions 
but these. sav the hopefuls, will be 


taken in stride when the time 
comes They'll still tell vou at 
some of the agencies that television 
is fated to the same s'ow movement 
as early dav radio when the spon- 
sors fought an exodus to the wesl 
They just don't like the idea ol 


} 


having their shows 3,000 miles 


ing 
awat 
Nor is CBS alone in estimating 


time expectancy of the big 


wave that will roll the ne at 
across the prairies and over the 
mountains On NBC's planning 


board for the future is not the 
nerest mention of expansion oi Its 
television facilities (We're in no 
hurry and we'll get along with what 
we've got.” When the big fall 
push comes, studios at Radio Clits 
will be converted to TV, and AM 
shows will be farmed out to rental 
space Both CBS and NBC have 
up to six shows slated for autumn il 
airing along the eastern cable 

It was not exactly a bombshell 
that CBS dropped when it an- 
nounced the purchase ot a sports 
stadium as the site for its Tele- 
vision City for around $2,000,000 
After casing every available site 
that would fit into its long-range 
plan, with options out on several 
locations, the word got around that 
CBS would build from the ground 
up and off the beaten track, which 
was taken to mean beyond tie 
Chamber of Commerce defined 
borders ot Hollywood For that 
matter, very few of the picture 
studios are in Hollywood 

Just what CBS will put on the 
15 acres has not yet reached the 
blueprint stage. Escrow will clear 
in about six weeks, and then the 
architects and designers will be 
turned loose to lay out what CBS 
promises will be the last word in 
TV construction. 

Oh, Yes, a Station 

There’s another item on the net's 
agenda that may be causing Paley 
some concern, the important mat- 
ter of owning his own TV station. 
Deals have been initiated with 
Earle C. Anthony for KFI-TV and 
the estate of Tommy Lee foi 
KTSL, but discussions have been 
casual. One of the big financial 


Tele’s Timid Trans Trek 


Continued from page 23 








houses is bidding for the Lee prop- 
erties, and, when the package is 
broken up, it is likely that CBS 
will bid high for the station and 
plant at 1313 Vine street. Public 
administrator started taking bids 
last Monday for the Lee properties, 
and the opening proposal must be 
$9,000,000. MCA, Ed Pauley and 
Col. A. L. Lintner, N. Y. capitalist. 
are the more substantial bidders 
along with three investment 


houses 





Groucho Marx 


Continued from pase 19 Qe 








A ST 
tune in radio the hard wa\ Afte 
several in auspicious Starts, he, 


along with others, was starred in 
Kellogg-sponsored “The Circle” on 
NBC, which remains one otf prize 
flops of the kilocycles. Later he 
headed up comedy show for Pabst. 
to be replaced after a season by 
Danny Kaye. Three years ago 
Guedel came up with quiz tormat 
and a client, Elgin-American, and 
show started slowiy on ABC It 
soon after caught on and sponsor 
moved show to CBS When De- 
Soto-Plymouth bid for the show 
Elgin-American demanded and got 
$50,000 tor release from contract 

Handling negotiations for Marx 
Guedel were William Morris 
Agency, Gummo Marx and law firm 
of Beilensen & Rosenthal Paley 
was flanked by Jim Seward and 
prexy Frank Stanton and at Me 
Connell’s side was RCA-NBC tal- 
ent exec Manie Sacks VicConnell 
will confer with other talent 
among them Jimmy Durante. be- 
fore flving back to N. Y. 





Tele Followups 








' - Continued from pase 34 oe! 


‘unhappy humorist personalits 
which he adopted, is sometimes 
overdone But he shows an exce 
lent knack of telling a storv. a good 
comedic flair and a pleasant d 
He would have been in 


meanol 

2 better spot had he appeared late: 
on the show, but his doubling into 
the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J made 


the early position mandator 

Openers, the Skating Macks, pe! 
formed some excellent tricks 
Sherrier’s comic terping had its 
moments and George Prentice’s 
punch-and-judy got its measure of 
laughs. Joan Merrill did well on 
her opening rhythm number, but 
she tended to overdramatize a bal- 
lad “Don't Say Goodbye,” which 
detracted from the general calibre 
of her turn. 

Sullivan straighted for dialect 
comic Pat C. Flick who worked 
from a box. The antique material 
used during this skit didn’t make 
for a top session. N. Y. Dails 
News columnist imported a De- 
troit policeman for a demonstra- 
tion with a canine aid on the sub- 
ject of safety. 

Sullivan wound up the show with 
four members of the Phillies’ ball 
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HAT REGISTER 
IN DETROIT 


We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK-TV 


ALLIANCE MANUFACTURING 
co. 
BEECHNUT CHEWING GUM 


BULOVA WATCHES 
CLARK CANDY 
DUFFY MOTT 
GENERAL CONTROLS 


KOOL CIGARETTES 

O’CEDAR MOPS 

AMERICAN TOBACCO 
(PALL MALL) 

RIVAL DOG FOOD 

WARD BAKING CO. 

WYNN Oil COMPANY 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TY¥, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


WJBK-AM « TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 527 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, ELCORADO 5-2455 
Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 








club on stage. Apparently, it was 
the intention to sing a number 


written by maestro Elliot Law- | 


rence, but time ran out, primarily 
because of a lengthy speech dur- 
ing which Sullivan was awarded a 
plaque. 
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CBS-TV Sports 
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erage for the last several years, is 
expected to switch over to TV this 
fall. 
Mixed Slant on Big 10 
Chicago, May 30. 
Ohio State U., 
ened to defy the Big 10 ban against 
live football telecasts, was sharply 
brought back into line at the 
neeting of faculty 
representatives in Evanston Frida) 
26 After the faculty men put 
their stamp of approval on the ban 
recommended at the April meet- 
ing of Big 10 athletic directors, a 
spokesman for the group warned: 
“Any school that wants live tele- 
vision for its games will have to 
withdraw from the conference.” 


which had threat- 


conterence 


The warning of expulsion is ex- 
pected to assure complete adher- 
ence to the ban by member schools 
However, the drastic nature of the 
threat as well as the open declara- 
tion by Ohio state officials that 
thev were considering live tele- 
casts are taken as obvious signs 
that the prohibition has not met 
with complete approval. 

Although nixing live beamings 
the conference will permit delaved 
film telecasts of the games. 





~ WPIX | 








= Continued from pase 23 =) 


noted that the majority of indie 
radio stations also concentrate on 
their spot sales. 

While the station probably aver- 
ages more program hours than any 
other N. Y. video outlet, Larson is 
nonetheless eyeing further expan- 
sion into early morning program- 
ming Station will delay the move, 
however, until September. concen- 
trating this summer on “trying to 
digest what we have.” he. said 
\leanwhile, WPIX is adding to its 
evening programming by teeing off 
a series of filmed wrestling show 
trom Chicago this week and start- 
ing a series of Saturday night stock 
car racing pickups trom Freeport 
1 [.. this week (3) WPIX is also 
wrapping up its tall and winte 
sports schedule now, Larson said, 
adding that local sports are the 
indie station’s chief competitive 
weapon against the networks’ high- 
budgeted entertainment programs 

WPIX chief expressed complete 
satistaction with the Ted Steele 
series and the new cross-the-board 
“Night Owl” series of feature film 
oldies Steele, he said, is averag- 
ing about 1,200 pieces of mail per 
week. most of which represents 
product sales for his sponsors 





| Femme B’casters | 
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man, director of Borden’s publie 
relations: Steve Nisbet Gerber 
Products flack; Esther Latzke. Ar- 
mour’s, and Paul S. Willis, GMA 
president. 

Delegates will also participate in 
“Press Club Presents,” a WHK 
Wednesday night presentation from 
{he Cleveland Press Club. 

Robert K. Richards, NAB public 
affairs director, wil! conduct a Sat- 
urday panel on public relations. 
Esther Mullins, WGAR, will pre- 
sent a panel on program for chil- 
dren, 

Saturday afternoon will be head- 
lined by a “Radio Work Session” 
and a “Television Work Session.” 
iSsathi Norris, WNBT, will direct 
tne TV stanza. Fine! gabfest will 
be “Radio’s Feminire Touch” with 
Meg Zahrt, BAB assistant direc 
for. leading the talkfest. 

Shindig winds up with a cocktail 
party, but a Sunday morning stanza 


| has been arranged with election of 


officers and district chairman. and 
discussion of old and new _ busi- 
ness. 

Plans for the convention are be- 
ing arranged by a Cleveland group 
headed by Eleanor Hanson, WHK, 
chairman; Mildred Funnell and 
Gloria Brown, WTAM, and Esther 
Mullin, WGAR, Jane Stevens. 
WJW. 





Detroit—Bill Hendricks, WXYZ 
special rep, has been elected secre- 


itary to the board of directors of 


the Adcraft Club of Detroit. 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


“Wanted,” new half-hour series bought by NBC this week tc Vitap! 
some time in June, is putting its producers, McGraw Assc Pa ~ ns W! 
virtual competition with police departments in tracking dow” ing. N 
criminals. Going a step beyond the usual documentary technice u@ saggll 
taping statements from those directly connected with ‘bach inique lige gh co: 
the spot where the crime was perpetrated, the producers om OM The n 
getting cooperation from police reporters in cities throughout th € becn tter Pp 
try and have even succeeded in getting a professional “tla Cours 
describe the criminal who forms the subject of the preem s] pigeon we 
he is a “hot” character with the underworld, the stoolie poi Sing ot esp 
refused to be identified by name and permitted his voice | aDsolute Ife Basis 
only on condition that it would be disguised. lee taped can 

Audition program, which might launch the series. js based fp allatio: 
career of Willie Sutton, commonly termed Public Enemy, No 1 aes Ug just ¢ 
sent two men into the field to ferret out those who had ae ee -aghlgps 
contact with Sutton as far back as 1930. Since the i. mene 0 


at large, the field men obtained full cooperation of a sire senn in Stil A Be 
and the Federal postoffice department in lining up the een oe Het 1 
nesses” for the show. Each told his story in his own words < : i 4 Fri 
statements edited into a running commentary on Sutton’s life os . clr \j 

two jail breaks, etc. re CPU bee 


nefit @t resu 
ide lled 


End ot the show has the stoolie describe Sutton for the he 
listeners, who are thus brought in as participants in a nat 0 
man hunt Since all the criminals on the series will be on fag r 
“wanted” lists and therefore potentially dangerous to the witees — 
used, the program is bonded by an insurance firm ior $250.000 ge S 

, ‘a i 


any damages ensue. Nation 
_—-s gd an 

Instead of carrying the Chi-originated “Sky King” as a Sustainer fog! J" 
the summer as in the past, ABC decided to drop it for the 13. ene 12 
period. Then, with fast about face, the network agreed to keep td ld at 
Sustaining. Joy of regular cast members, writers and producers > ULrpos 


short lived when the network announced the writing, production ia saab 


acting jobs would be done completely by staffers. Regulars feel they’ intr} 
nursed “Sky King” along to a good rating, and thev’re naturally iL 

cerned that their baby might get snafued in the hands of strangeue! 7 
From the network viewpoint, however, it’s strictl, econom\ with ee g 
Summer saving of $26,000 by using staffers. Package is owned “te te wer st 
sponsor, Derby Foods, d thre 


Ss S 


cnet roll 
Abe Burrows, Morey Amsterdam, Arnold Stang. Sidney Blackmege 028 
Joan O'Connell, Jack Carson and Happy Felton will star in an original dlberg 
revue at the American Federation of Radio Artists N. Y. festival arti the be 
square dance Friday (2) at St. Nicholas Arena. © Follow 
Minerva Pious, Betty Garde and Shirley Booth will appear in @& t Mm 
musical sketch, “Stage Mothers,”’ by Lyn Duddy. Mervyn Nelson wi 
direct the show, with the Ed Durlacher and Eddy Lane orchs alterna ° 
ing. More than 130 prizes will be distributed at the annual affai) ritcha 





WNEW, N. Y., is needling the networks with an upcoming series of Gives 
transcribed spots., Announcements, an outgrowth of its “no sob slories : 
on WNEW” poster campaign, burlesque scenes from washboard weep- 
ers, giveaways and horror shows and end with promotional tags that Bosh P 
plug the indie’s whodunit-free, daytime serial-less and non-giveawa@y/Phia | 
format of music and news. Humorous courtesy spots are the idea of@ been 
Sales manager-veepee [ra M. Herbert. ved hi 

Station is also gearing its promotional activities to consolidate its haj@!!. has 
on listeners who depend on its music-news angling because their ae-'ernoon 
tivities make television viewing impractical. “Listen while you work”DAS to 
ads and plugs are being made for housewives and on-the-job dialatg® the n 
and a “listen while you drive’ group for motorists. Trade and con-Pritcha 
sumer ads will also stress the ouwl-ot-home audience. === 
SRT See ee oe 

New York City Board of Education will rebroadcast WMC 4's 
“Young Book Reviewers” direct to high schools via the city-operated 
station, WNYE 

\irer, produced by Lillian Okun. will be beamed to the studegtt 
Starting this fall. te 



































Number of Gotham stations last weekend kicked off their spec 
reports for motorists on traffic conditions. Among the outlets wif 
highway broadcasts are WNBC, WNEW, WNYC and WHLI, Heng 
stead ‘* 

WNEW, which is supplementing reports from police depts. and t 
Automobile Club of N. Y. with observations from a Douglas Lei 
blimp, last week needled WNBC by plastering the Radio City area wi 
posters announcing its traflic service. 

Cleveland — Stindard Oil of 
Ohio is changing the news format 
of its “Sohio Reporter” heard ‘nal | 
; » ‘ae 1p . » ini ) 
throughout the Buckeye State. In- ‘his area were made final Ww 
tead ‘ cai , thorization of the FCC last 
steac of _three reporters giving nesgay (24). KWOC (and its Kg 
forth in Toledo, Cincinnati, and facility, KWOC-FM), Poplar Big 
Cleveland, two newscasters will Mo., was sold by A. L. MeCart 
originate the 7:45 am. and and J. M. Wolpers to the Pop 
15 . fr 1 Bluff Broadcasting Co. for a & 
6:15 pm. shows from WTAM and + $90.000 fa 
feed on Ohio network including portec ee De cea. ee 
WBBW, WTOL, WMANand WLW, Control of KXXX, Colby, Sa 
Voices on the show will be Dallas passed to KMMJ, ‘ Inc. — 
DeWeese, WLW, and Bill Tomp- Hughes and Associates sold 
kin. KX YZ. $83,500. 


Midwest Stations Sold = 7 
Kansas City, May 30.3 
Sales of two radio properties 








New TV Film Sports Series now 
available in local markets. . . 


“WHAT'S THE RECORD?” 


Three-and-a-half minutes long—ideal for 5-minute pro- 
gramming—these are brand new productions—not old 
newsreel footage. Exciting, action-packed sports docu- 
mentaries that appeal to everyone. 


Sixty-five in production, 200 more in preparation. 


Low in cost and high in audience appeal, “What's the 
Record?" is on the air 3, 4, 5, times a week in |4 
markets. 


For information call the distributor or producer: 


STIRLING FILMS 
316 West 57th St. New York City 


STUART LUDLUM PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 
350 Madison Avenue, New York City Murray Hill 7-594 


JUdson 6-37 
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| Inside Television 


vitapix, ABC-TV’s new system of video recording, includes inven- 

es. ina ™S which will improve quality of studio shows, engineering veepee 

actugl ank Marx said last week. Process is viewed as a boon because of 

ique ty gh coaxial cable costs and the effect of poor kines on ratings. 

‘ime on The new method, which is expected to cut kine costs 30°, yielded 
tter pictures than previous methods, in the web’s on-the-air demon- 


ve bee 

I€ Cou 1 a te : aed - 

goon Brin Friday (26). Results were not quite as good as regular films 
Vv. Sing ot espec! 


tee off 


ally for TV, according to observers. 

Solutel¥ppasis of Vitapix is improvement in studio technique (lighting, lenses 

¢ tapeg.g camera angles), a special method of processing negatives, and in- 
E, ;llation of electronic equipment between the camera and the tube to 

On th® syst contrast and brightness automatically. This last factor, which 





MeGraW »oves the human element, yields more uniform results. 

ne inf® The outcome of 18 months of research, Vitapix is now being used 
is stil aBC-TV in New York. It will be installed by ABC’s Hollywood 
irimen gs +1e4 two weeks and in Chicago within a month. ABC's Detroit 
it “wi 4 ‘Frisco stations will get the equipment next fall. 

{h thelr \yarx said Vitapix prints are being distributed on 16m rather than 
T Crim@®, » because most stations use the narrow gauge safety film. ABC 

liates will not have to get special equipment to handle Vitapix kines, 

‘nefit @£+ results will be even better when more modern projectors are in- 
on-Wwid@ lied. Marx said. Net’s engineers said the method is also adaptable 
© pong’ eolorcasting. 

itnessé@s 

1D CA8@ tional Labor Relations Board's second region representatives will 

dan informal conference with parties concerned in television tal- 

iner fae jurisdiction in the board room of NBC's Gotham headquarters on 
13-wedye de 12 Participating will be Television Authority, Sereen Actors 
ep it da ild and the video webs. e 

rs will Purpose of the parley will be to getedata on which the NLRB will 
ion, apgtermin: whether to hold consolidated hearings covering the whole 

 they'gg wntry or separate hearings on the Coast and in the east. 

lly coOon- .. — me . at ee . . ~ ~ WmnXy? 

ranger, U- 5: Treasury Dept. is still getting results from CBS-TV's “Gold- 
with fg'és show on savings bonds May 15. Last week a Philadelphia 
1 by tyeewer sent in a $375 check to Gertrude Berg, asking for a $500 bond, | 


d three commercial firms wrote the treasury asking how to set up a 
yroll savings plan as a result of their employees seeing the tele 
lackmege i022 Broadcast,*w hich was based on a true incident, involved Mrs. 
origingl \dlberg’s finding a trunk in which a shoemaker had tossed some bonds 
ival arid the belief they were merely receipts for patriotie contributions. 
Following the show, CBS switchboards were tied up by persons wish- 
ar in ee to make pledges, although no direct appeal was made on the airer. 





Ison wi j - ~ j 7 a a 
aterm ° | last year and he wants to work out 
Yai ; ritchard, Eagle Star, | the injured gam this summer be- 
wie " f 5 th vé s i 4 i al 
— Gives Up Philly Jock Spot ore e Eagles go to their Minne 
b stories e ; ; jpova training camp. His platter- 
‘d weep- Philadelphia, May 30. | spinning trick will be taken by 


Bosh Pritchard, champion Phila-| "|| 
‘iveawgylPhia Eagles star halfback who|Chiet Traymore Halftown, Seneca 
idea of been announcing that he had | indian singer who is doubling at 
ved his last season of pro foot- | the Club Del Rio. 

its haj@!l. has left his across-the-board | 

their aeeternoon disk jockey show over|his 1-5 p.m. daily show, he still 
u work”DAS to get himself in condition | continues his Saturday morning 
) dialatg" the new grid season. |*“Teen-Age Club,” program aired 
and com-Pritchard suffered a leg injury | from a North Philly record shop. 


ags that 


Although Pritchard has given up | 


Chicago Network 0.-&-0.’s 


Take Away Most Honors 
In Annual AM-TV Kudos 


Chicago, May 30. 


The web owned-and-operated sta- | 


tions here walked off with the big- 


gest bulk of the annual radio and 
TV awards handed out by the Chi 
Federated Advertising Club. Only 
indie to register was WGN-TV, 
which won top citations in four 
categories. Chi NBC (WMAQ and 
WNBQ) led the field winning 
awards with seven AM and TV 
programs. 

Four of the five awards for net- 


work video shows originating in 
Chi went to NBC. Winners were 


“Kukla, Fran and Ollie.” best fam- 
ily comedy show: “Garroway at 
Large,” best variety; “Wayne King 


Show .’ best musical program; 
“Quiz Kids,” best quiz series. 
ABC (WENR-TV) copped the 


kid web show award with “Super 
Circus.” 
dio variety 
fast Club.” 

Top honors in tele sports cover- 
age went to WGN-TV, which tele- 
cast over 815 sports events during 
1949. Other Chi Tribune station 
awards were: “Chicagoland News- 
reel,” rated tops in newsreel cate- 
gory; “Cartune-O,.”’ best local quiz 
show, and “Fairteen Club,” best 
local kid show. 

WBBM-CBS§ was cited for a local 
radio show, “Listen to Cliff.” and 
won the special feature award with 
a local documentary, “Report Un- 
censored No 6.” 

Network special feature award 
went to NBC’s “University of Chi- 
cago Roundtable.” 

In the local category, WENR-TV 
won best variety show award with 
“Sachs Amat2vr Hour.” 

Best local service citation 


citation with 


was 


ABC also won the top ra-| 
“Break- | 








Tele Chatter 








New York 


Oscar Wilde’s “Importance of 
Being Ernest” slated as the sea- 
son’s finale presentation on CBS- | 
TV’s “Ford Theatre” June 30... .} 
Pat Meikle, star of DuMont’s | 
“Magic Cottage” kid show, sched- | 
uled for a personal appearance 
Saturday (3) at the Skouras Grande 
theatre, Long Island City ... Fox 
Feature Syndicate turned out its 
first comic book this week based 
on NBC-TV’s ‘Martin Kane, Pri- 
vate Eye” series, which stars Wil- 
liam Gargan ... Esso has picked 
up its option on CBS-TV's “Alan 
Young Show,” which will carry it 
through the summer without a hia- 
tus Fashion authority Helen 
Claire inked by Roberts & Carr 
Productions, indie package agency, 
to star in their 15-minute video 
show, “Man in the House.” 


Hollywood 

TeeVee Co. will film a video se- 
ries titled “Made in USA.” Each 
film will run 30 minutes and each 
will coneern itself with different 
minority race in this country 
Fletcher Jones, L. A. Chrysler- 
Plymouth dealer, will pick up the 
tab on KECA-TV’s “Comedy Cara- 


van” Walter A. Kliner, has 
joined the Paul Kohner agency. 
Kliner will head agency’s newly- 


formed television department 

KFI-TV_ will telense’ kinescope 
wrestling, starting May 27. Station 
is getting prints from the Chicago | 
Amphitheatre. Bouts will be spon- 
sored by Vermont Motors... ABC 
has purchased radio and television 
rights io “The Marshal of Gun- 
sight Pass” from Gilford-Schlicter 
Productions. Motion picture rights 
remain with G-S_ Productions. 


|Show has been off the air for the | 


given WNBQ’s “Weatherman—Clint | 


Youle.” NBC’s newscaster, 
Utley, was handed a special award 
for outstanding news 
tion. Utley’s TV newsshow also got 
the nod as best video newscast. 

Top net commercial honors went 
to Leo Burnett agency for plugs 
on “Pure Oil News Time.” Best 
local commercials award went to 
Beaumont & Hohman 
hound spots. 


interpreta- |). applied to the U. S. Patent 


Cliff | 


} 


| 


for Grey-| reception of color television 


| Colorvision patents. 
|velopment of the Don Lee engi- 


past month but returns Saturday | 
sponsored by Kern Foods. Phil 
Booth will direct and Nancy Good- | 
win script ... Don Lee Television 


Office for two single cathode-ray 
tube, all-electronic, direct-view | 
Tube is a de- 


staff headed by Harry 
Tube allows single tube 


neering 
Lubcke. 


New television film firm tagged 


| under construction 


| Meck, 


| to 
| channels.” 
| WGN-TV writer, copped the annual 


Trio Motion Picture Productions 
has been formed by Jack Hively, 
Carl Wester and Axel Gruenberg. 





Chicago 

The NBC-Hofstra College tele 
sales impact study was shown to 
Chi clients and agencies last week. 
Taking part in the presentation 
were Edward Madden, assistant to 
NBC prexy Joseph McConnell; 
George Frey, director of TV web 
sales, and Dr. Thomas E. Coffin, 
former head of Hofstia’s psychol- 
ogy department and now a member 
of the NBC TV research staff, who 
conducted the survey Jack Flynn 
has been upped to director status 


at WGN-TV Zenith’s John How- 
land off to L. A. to address the 
Independent Telephone Assn. on 


the significance of Phonevision to 
the phone industry Dave Sutton, 


CBS-TV salesman. in from New 
York last week Milton Fried- 
land, WBKB office manager, en- 


gaged to Ruth Styne, with an Oc- 
tober wedding skedded Vernon 
Brooks, WGN-TV director of opera- 
tions, reports the exclusive grab 
of 18 feature pix.. Standard Mill- 
ing Co. ‘Ceresota flour) has placed 
the third consecutive 13-week re- 
newal of Clint Youle’s weather 
telecast on WNBQ. 

WGN-TV has ordered $120,000 
in equipment and accessories to be 
installed in two new studios now 
Reinald Wer- 
renrath, Jr., Chi NBC-TV producer, 


on two weeks’ active duty with 
Naval Air Reserve at Glenview, 
I] Milly Romano is new mejn- 


ber of WBKB publicity staff, mov- 
ing over from WIND.. George 
Givot is doing a fast commuting 
act, shuttling back and forth be- 
tween his Saturday show on WGN- 
TV and his Sunday show on KSD 
in St. Louis.. Joe Wilson covering 
girls’ baseball telecast on WBKB 
for Admiral dealers. Bill tiutchings 
is directing the remotes John S. 
Seott Radio Laboratories 
is urging Parent-Teachers 
‘PTA) to form a committee 
steer video into ‘constructive 
Stephen Fentriss, 


prexy, 
Assn, 


Harrington Memorial award given 
by the Mell School of Journalism, 
Northwestern U. 
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We, The Undersigned Performer Unions Vehemently 


, 


Protest The Unauthorized Use of Our Names 


In an ad in The Daily Compass on May 1st (sponsored by “Citizens Committee for May Day”) with instrue- 


tions for marching formations in this year’s 8th Av. May Day Parade and the unauthorized use of our names 


in The Daily Worker on April 30th in connection with identical instructions. 


sold 


We had nothing to do {and we WANT nothing to do} 


with the 8th Avenue May Day Parade (this year or any other} 


or with the Citizens Committee for May Day (whoever and whatever they may be) and we officially deny any 


and all connection with the May Day Parade, its sponsors, proponents and instigators. 


We t ce undersigne 


and furthermore 


Coramunism in all its forms, fronts and subterfuges. 


d wish io take this opportunity to reaffirm our traditional and unalterable opposition to 


Members 44's Unions 


AMERICAN FEDERATION 


ACTORS EQUITY ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY 
CHORUS EQUITY ASSOCI 
AMERICAN GUILD OF ML 


ATION 


OF RADIO ARTISTS 
ARTISTS 


SICAL ARTISTS 
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Disk Companies in Merchandise 
Push to Counter Summer Slump 


diskeries are continuing * 


Major 
special merchandising drives over 
the next few months in an effort 
to counter the annual business 
slide during the summer period. 
While a sales dip during the hot 
weather months is regarded as nor- 
mal, the majors believe they can 
siill hold up business on a profit- 
abie level from June to September. 

[important part of the sales push 
for some diskeries will be to acti- 
vaie their distributors. It's been 
the custom of many § distribs 
throughout the country to virtually 
fold up during the summer months 
except for the filling of routine 
reorders 

Platier companies are currently 
urging their distribs to redouble 
the efforts of their salesmen in the 
next period. Contactnig of new 
accounts, building up of lesser re- 
tail outlets and rearranging cus- 
tomer inventories should be nor- 
mal distrib procedure when the 
summer slump sets in, according 
to platter execs. 

On their end, the diskeries are 
following through with pro- 
motions to clear the way for the 


sales 


distribs. If the record companies 
can succeed in ironing out the 
sharp downward fluctuation dur- 
ing the summer, it’s figured that 


their anpval profit can be boosied 
up to 20° One of the chiei 
tors in the terrific take garnered 
during the war vears was the vir- 
tual absence of the summer slump 

Columbia Records is extending 
its long-playing promotion through 
this summer. While its radio and 
video adveriising will be suspend- 
ed until September, Col will plunge 
heavily for ad spreads in newspa- 
pers and mags and merchandising 
tieups with retailers. Columbia is 
also embarking on a special dance 
band promotion this month, which 
will continue throughout the sum- 
mer. ‘(See separate story.) 

RCA Victor is also stretching its 
merchandising campaigns through- 
out the summer. Victor is making 
a two-ply pitch for both its 45 rpm 
disks for pops and 33 rpm disk fot 
its longhair catalog. In the latter 


Luc- 


field, Victor will attempt to keep 
alive the interest stirred up na- 
tionally by Arturo’ Toscanini’s 


cross-country tour, which ended 
last week. 

Decca and its subsidiary, Coral 
Records, will also.continue pitch- 
ing for the summer trade. Decca 
is releasing during the next few 
weeks some of its most important 
long-plavy works, including “Death 
of a Salesman” and “The Student 
Prince” to generate interest. Coral 
is hitting the counters with long- 
play sets of standard hot jazz 
works, which have recently been 
getting revived play. 

Capitol Records is also packag- 
ing special albums featuring Gor- 
don MacRae and Lucille Norman 
in such operettas as Rudolph 
Friml’s “Vagabond King” and Sig- 
mund Romberg’s “New Moon.” 
These albums are due for heavy 
Capitol premotions along with pop 
singles featuring the diskery’s tal- 
ent team ef Bob Hope and Marga- 
ret Whiting. 


SCHOLARSHIP FUND SET 
FOR HILD’S 3 CHILDREN 


Cincinnati, May 30. 

Ciney Local 1, AFM, at special 
meeting Sunday (28) voted unani- 
mously to set aside $14,400 as an 
education fund for the three chil- 
dren of Oscar F. Hild, local’s presi- 
dent for 19 years, who died re- 
cently. 

Plan provides $100 monthly pay- 





ments to each child, after high 
school graduation, for four-year 
college period. Hild also was an 


international veepee of musicians 
union. 





Settle ‘Catalina’ Suit 

An infringement suit brought by 
songwriter Dan J. Sullivan in N. Y. 
supreme court last year against 
Broadeast Music, Inec., and tune- 
smiths Ben Rawleigh and Bernie 
Wayne has been settled and dis- 
continued, according to papers 
filed with the court last week. 

Sull:var claimed that his num- 
ber, “Santa Catalina,” was lifted 
by Rawieigh and Wayne in their 
BMI song, “Laughing on the Out- 
side.” An injunction and an ac- 


counting were sought. 


| 





Ives’ 1951 Europe Dates 


Burl Ives takes off on a three- 
month concert tour of Europe be- 
ginning May 13, 1951. Tour will 
take in Prades, France; Paris, the 
Hague, Rome, Stockholm, London 
and Tel Aviv. 

Ives planed to London last Wed- 
nesdayv (24) to make some record- 
ings for the BBC and also to at- 
tend the Bach Festival-being held 
in Prades from June 1 to June 20. 
He's due to return to the U. S. 
around the end of June. 


COL’S NEW LP PLAYER 
DUE IN TWO MONTHS 


With a backlog of 40.000 ma- 
chines already stored away in its 
warehouses, Columbia Records will 
launch its new LP player within 
the next two months. Small and 
compact, it will permit for five 
and a half hours of continuous 
playing on the 33rpm disks, with a 
revolutionary innovation allowing 
for an intermixing of the seven- 
inch, 10-inch and 12-inch platters 

Machines will retail for about 
$14 each, witlr exact price still to 
be deternrained. 


Henry Jerome Orch Opens 
Week Stands in Palisades 


Palisades amusement park, N. J., 
switched from weekend band 
bookings to full-week engagements 
Saturday (27) with Henry Jerome's 
orch teeing off the first stanza. 
Tommy Ryan, who goes into 
Melody Mill, Chicago, for five 
weeks starting June 26, and Bob 
Chester orch will follow Jerome 
into the park. 


the 


Associated Booking Corp is 
handling the band bookings for 
the Palisades 


UP CECIL STEEN 


30ston, May 30 


Cecil Steen has been named 
sales manager of the Columbia 
record-distributing division of 


Hub’s Allied Appliance Co. 

He will replace Bob Cheyne, who 
has he'd the post since Allied took 
over the Columbia's franchise 
two years ago, and who has been 
upped to sales promotion manager 
tor the Hub company. 


VARTETY 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending May 20) 
London, May 23. 
My Foolish Heart........ Sun 
Chatanoogie Boy...Pic Music 
C’est Si Bon.........Maurice 
Jealous Heart New World 


Bakea a Cake....... Chappell 
Oh You Sweet One. .Southern 
NE ry oa. 4 oO Connelly 
Can-Can Polka...... Connelly 
Enjoy Yourself........Morris 


ee .Leeds 
Leeds 
Wright 


Piano Roll Biues 
Music Musie Music 
Down in the Glen 


Second 12 


Me and My Shadow. .F.D.&H 
Let’s De It Again Lennox 
Cherry Stones Fields 
Quicksilver Morris 
Dear Hearts .Morris 


Garden of Weeds. .Box & Cox 
Song in Our Heart. .20th Cent 
Choo’n Gum Chappell 
I Said My Pajamas Leeds 
Clear Blue-Sky Drever 
Lovely Coconuts Box & Cox 
Can Dream, Can't I Magna 


Beneke Opens Season 
June 9 at Chi Edgewater 


Chicago, May 30. 
Tex Beneke's crew rolls into Chi- 
cago June 9 to open the Beach- 
walk season at the Edgewater 
seach hotel here. Beneke head- 
lines show that also includes Rex 
Ramer, mimic, for tour weeks. He's 








being followed June 7 by Xavier 
Cugat, with band and show, for two 
weeks. 


Edgewater will have either 
Frankie Carle or Guy Lombardo, 
with Carle the more likely bet, fol- 
lewing on July 20 for two weeks. 
Freddy Martin closes the Beach- 
walk with a five-week stand start- 
ing Aug. 4. 


Carle, Howard Set 
For Coast Palladium 
Hollywood, May 30. 

Frankie, Carle comes into the 
Palladium here Sept. 5 for a five- 
week stand. 

He'll be followed by Eddy 
ard, who opens Oct. 10 


Joe Gold Into Pub Biz 


Joe Gold, former contactman. 
has gone into the music publishing 
bi 2 He acqu ired the ASCAP 
log of Milton Drake, Al Hoffman 
and Jerry Livingston. writer-pub- 
lishers of numbers such as “Heart- 
aches.” “Chi-Baba Chi-Baba” and 
“Mairzy Doats.” 

Gold, tor years with Musie Pub- 
lishers Holding Corp... Warner pub 
froup, Will operate under the name 
of Joe Gold Music Publishing. 


How- 


| (Decca). 


—— 











Tony Martin: “Peace of Mind”- 
|“ Still Get A Thrill” (Victor). 
| Martin's full-bodied style makes 
'*Peace of Mind” come out big. 
| Despite its psychiatric title, tune 
‘has a simple quasi-western gait 
'that is attractively pitched up via 
'a tricky background. Flipover has 
| Martin selling a fine standard with 
his usual sock delivery. Both sides 
| rate repeated spins. Henri Rene’s 
|orch provides excellent backing. 


Alan Dale: “Moon and Sand’- 
“The Whole World’s Saying I 
Love You” (Columbia). “Moon 


and Sand” is an impressive ballad 
getting a vividly dramatic treat- 
| ment by Dale. While not the type 
jot item that is earmarked for 
smash sales, it’s a fine side merit- 
ing jock attention. Reverse has a 
happier tempo but fails to regis- 
ter. 

Ella Fitzgerald: “M-i-s-s-i-s-s-i-p- 
p-i’-"I Don’t Want the World” 
Miss Fitzgerald's slice of 
this upcoming boogie novelty will 
cut into the play being garnered 
by Bill Darnell for Coral and Red 
Foley also on Decca. It’s a natural 
for this songstress’ superlative 
jump style. Reverse, a good tune 
also benefits from the Fitzgerald 
treatment. Four Hits and a Miss 
give a solid rhythm on both sides. 

Claire Hogan - Bobby Wayne: 
“M-i-s-s-i-s-s-i-p-p-i’-"“Sam’s Song” 
(London). Putting a duet on 


“Mississippi” has taken some of 
the steam out of the vocal on 
this number. A hot instrumental 


background by the Jack Pleis orch 
compensates somewhat. Another 


| competent but not inspired version 


of this novelty has also been 
etched by Art Mooney’s orch with 
Alan Brooks vocaling for M-G-M. 
“Sam's Song” might be the sleeper 
ot the London disk. It’s a cute 
number with a simple idea that’s 
éatchily worked over by the Ho- 
gan-Wayne team. 

Ralph Flanagan Orch: 
You're A Song”’-“What, Where 
And When” (Victor). Two more 
cleanly played sides by the Flana- 
gan crew. “Song” is a fine ballad 


“To Me 


well-vocaled by Harry Prime 
/against a neat, instrumental §ar- 
rangement. On the bottom deck 
Flanagan rides on aé solid beat 
with vocal refrain by the band’s 
trio 


Eileen Barton: “May I Take Two 
Giant Steps?”-"If You Saw What 
I Saw” (National). National is still 
casting for a novelty sequel to 
Miss Barton’s smash “Bake a 
Cake.” “Giant Steps” is okay for 
its type and Miss Barton gives it 
a suitably bright rendition. She's 
pressing her luck, however, by 
sticking to these elementary tunes. 
Her undeniable talents will wear 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 








thin on this route. Coy 
;a similar vein except 
more juvenile and less w 
Georgia Gibbs: “ -Razz-A-\: 
Tazz’-"“Red Hot Mama” poy 
| Two bright sides with Miss act 
delivering colorful takeoffs. on 
_cornily-styled jazz items. Either 
| side could catch on big with A. 
Razz-A-Ma-Tazz” having the 5i.. 
likely potential. Kay Brown ret 
the Station House Jazz Band a 
dish out a solid version of a ce 
ter number for Mercury. a 
Charlie Spivak Orch: 
Choo Choo Choo To Idaho”-' 
In Paris” (London). 
cute number with a_ potential} 
click railroad motif. Spivak = 
gineers it with a clever arrange. 
ment that sells. Rusty Nicho! 
and The Stardreamers neat), an 
die the vocal. Kay Kyser orch 
with Sue Bennett and The Campus 
Kids vocaling, have waxed an- 
other snappy version of this tune 
for Columbia. Reverse of London 
label has the Spivak crew and 
singer Tommy Lynn giving a fine 
standard a conventional workout 
Jo Stafford: “Sometime’-"No 
Other Love” (Capitol). Miss Staf- 


Pling is in 
It Ss even 
orthwhile. 


“ 


“Let's 
a ‘April 
Idaho” is 


ford registers strongly with this 
fine material. “Sometime” jis 4 


firstrate ballad for jocks and jukes 
Miss Stafford gives an equally 
warm interpretation on the re. 
verse, another finely-turned ballad 
Paul Weston orch accomps. ‘ 
The Royalaires: “Say When’-“! 
Cried for You” (Royalty). “Say 
When” is a promising torch num- 
ber getting only a fair treatment 
by the Royalaires combo in back 
of a duet by Zee Cowan and Jim 
Burdette. Miss Cowan does a neat 
job on the coupled standard. 
Eddie “Piano” Miller: “Tippy 
Canoodle Canoe”-“The Lonesomest 


Whistle” (Rainbow). “Canoe” is a 
swell summer. novelty which is 
briskly projected via Miller's 


rinky-tink pianistics and the Jerry 
Packer chorus. This could bill into 
something big sales-wise. Flipover 
also has good chances. 


Album Reviews 


Wilson- 
“The 


Lauritz Melchior-Jane 
Lee Sweetland-Gloria Lane: 
Student Prince” (Decca’. Decca 
has fashioned an excellent long- 
playing disk out of the great Sig- 
mund Romberg-Dorothy Donnelly 
operetta. Melchior’s rich tenor is 
coupled with the standout soprano 
pipes of Jane Wilson, the Fred 
Waring vocalist in a superlative 
rendition of “Deep in My Heart, 
Dear” while baritone Lee Sweet- 
land and mezzo-soprano Gloria 
Lane do fine jobs on ‘Just We 
Two.” Other numbers included on 
this 10-inch set are “Golden 
Days.” “Drinking Song,” “Student's 
‘Marching Song” and “Serenade.” 
| Victor Youne gives an elaborate 
production background via_ his 
batoning of the orch and the male 
chorus. 


Platter Pointers 


Mindy Carson has a pair of mod- 
erately cute sides in “I Wish, I 
Wish” and “I’m Bashful” (Victor! 
: Kine Cole has good material 
in “I’ll Never Say Never Again” 
(Capitol) . . . Ben Pollack’s Pic-A- 
tib Boys have cut a solid “Dixie 
for Dancin’” three-disk set 10° 
Discovery Records Rosemary 
Clooney neatly handles two juve 
tines, “Peterkin Pillowby” and 
“Little Johnny Chickadee” for Co- 
lumbia. Miss Clooney rates being 
eraduated from the primary school 


level . Mildred Bailev executes 
“Cry, Cry. Cry” and “Blue Pre- 


lude” for Decea in her customary 
top stvle . Russ Case orch has 
an okay but late version of “On 
the Outgoing Tide” for M-G-M. 

‘In a religious vein, Dinah Shore 
and Gene Autry give simple and 
‘effective duets on “The Old Rus- 
ged Cross” and “In the Garden 
for Columbia... On the same 


. , ely if 
label, Werb Jeffries’ workoul ©! 
“Call Her Savage” has dramatic 
impact Apollo records have @ 


good jock and juke item in Johnny 
Hartman’s “Nobody's Got It Bel- 
ter Than Me”... On the Admira! 
label Bobby Colt handles a produc: 
tion number, “Dig That Coal” | 
vigorous style but the side strains 
too much for special effect ..- 
Carmen Cavallaro’s orch, with Bob 
Lido and the Cavaliers on the v™ 
handles “The Pienle 
Song” for Decca . . . Freddie Mar: 
tin’s cut of “Home Cookin'” '8 
.. Les Brown’s orch does 4 
instrumental on “Turkes 
Hop” for Columbia... On the 
same label, Ted Steele has a pleas- 


ant disk including “Picnic in ~ 
on 


cal, nicely 


Okay . 
solid 


Park” and “Nobody Wins 


Merry-Go-Round.” 





Ray Leonard Trio, recently # 
the Band Box, Hollywood, now tea 


— 
$ 1. BEWITCHED (4) (Chappell) ..............000005. Se et ts ae so ee ; 
; (Gordon Jenkins. .........Decca 9 
} 2. THIRD MAN THEME (9) (Chappell) ..............20.0000- ebay Perio London ¢ 
3 Guy LOmMDaTaO. «ses Decca ; 
$ 3. MY FOOLISH HEART (7) (Santly-Joy) ..............05. egg Ac olga ea ge 
| Billy Eckstine ..........M-G-h 
; 4. IT ISN’T FAIR (10) (Words-Music) ... 00.6... 5662005 520 5- Sammy Kaye ...........Victor ; 
z 5. BOOP-DEE-POO (2) CMOFFIB) .. 2. .cccccvcevvececes \ Perry COMO. 5c ecssnd bes Victor z 
3 PPE0) tGRe . os ce waaes -».. Capitol « 
3 6. SENTIMENTAL ME (8) (Knickerbocker) VAines Bros. ......+044- Coral ¥ 
p4 ! Russ Morgan CC eaees Decca 
> NSF ote ——— 
$ 7. IF 1 KNEW YOU WERE COMING (11) (Robert) ............ \ Eileen Barton. ........ Mercury t 
> PRFCOTSIR GI008 . cs.ccenacs Coral 
> Cae , 
$ 8. OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES (4) (Leeds) ..............0005. ong aaah a 
Jarry LL SE PS Oe Abbey 
a 17 >~n? Ss 
i, I ne. sons. 5 0g Abe Phe bb awa adake ben ) Merman-Boiger ........ Decca 
; ( Stafford-MacRae ....... Capitol ; 
P 4 10, I WANNA BE LOVED (1) (Supreme) Andrews Sis-Jenkins Decca 
> 
> % 
: Second Group : 
+ 
3 WILHELMINA (Feist) pC eK PARSE DEALS AR HOS Cok ea \ Freddy Martin......... Victor 
$ : i Danny Maye... ok docs: Decca 
: C'EST SI BON (Leeds) i ie ae ak oe es Johniu Desmond ...... M-G-M 
¢ MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC (17) (Cromwell) .......... ibe std ian — 
Wreddy OPTI. «6 seen ictor 
z ea Sey ye ee ee Pee eT Teresa Brewer......... London 
~ ENJOY YOURSELF (10) (Morris) ............00cecceeseeueee }Guy Lombardo. ...... Decca 
z ig 2S Columbia 
J DADDY'S LITTLE GIRL (Beacon) .........ccccccccceccccece ee were Deeca 
? hil Regan eee eee 6s 
* WANDERIN’ (Republic) sceeess TOUTE C ALERT UTE Samiainy Kave Sie Bd ece os pee 
: RE a. Cio wie ¥ cco gia d<t-w 6 04 6 ORI rere re ee Pee re Frank Petty cei Wee < oe 
¢ I ALMOST LOST MY MIND (Hill-Range)............... 4h 5 ta og A TE secon 
aig Lele TTW... sxe... Captel 
ROSES Gilbange) ... 4... cece weer in draie Saute tine OR a eae a Sammy Kaye sewers o  CtOR : 
Ce See, EAD GEORGE) ood vikipn 80 6465-0 tye Reeereetseeces Hugo Winterhalter.......Victor 
{ SUNSHINE CAKE (Burke-VH) ..........5cssee eee ee cece eee e ees Bing Crosby ........... Decca 
CANDY AND CAKE (Oxford) ............0cccccseescceeeeeees: (Mindy Carson ......... Victor 
z | Arthur Gedfrey...... Columbia 
z SPAGHETTI RAG (Shapiro-B) ........ TrTerreT errr ere oe M-G-M 
z (Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
FHHHFHHHESHHFHFDFFHESOFSFSH FS OFS I+ FFD ED FHF FFFEFFPSOSOSSES SES +F++osoesseeessees | tured at The Barcelona, Albany. 
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EVERYBODY INTO THE ASCAP ACT 





Davis Preps Fight Vs. Pix-Owned Pubs NEW DAVIE 


t As Followup to BMI Blast Before FTC 


—e 





Washington, May 30. 
egal action to blast the influ- 
of film company music pub-| 


ng firms out of the American 
cy-ietv of Composers, Authors and 
Pi} 1ers Was promised today by 
Kenneth F. Davis, D. C. attorney. 
Davis charged that the nine music 
owned by Warners, Loew’s 
Paramount dominated ASCAP 
olated the interests of song 
ers not associated with them. 
ite said he had under considera- 
tien two approaches: 

To charge a monopoly by the 
otion picture companies and ¢all 
the Federal Trade Commis- 

to investigate. 
To seek to reopen the recent 
ASCAP consent decree on_ the 
nd that ASCAP was still not 
ee agent and that the new 
ification system splitting up 
writers’ 50°° of the take was 
sharply prejudicial to the interest 
( mall, independent composers, 
particularly the o!d timers. 
recently, Davis opened up 


ywoon 


« ! 


hi nst Broadeast Musie, Ine., the 
adiunet of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters and its member sta-| 


tions. Davis filed a complaint with 
the FTC that BMI had become a 

nopoly whose “‘sole purpose was 
to suppress all competition.” 

He followed this up past Wed- 
nesday +24) with a petition to the 
FCC to put on temporary license 
all broadcast stations holding 


stock in BMI. He said there was 
a question of. whether it was 
proper policy “to permit radio li- 

ees to control or barter in the 
sounree of their supply when such 
activities are denied to private in- 
: ri€s. 

lany yvears ago, Davis fought 
ASCAP in the state of Washing- 


Continued on page 37) 


‘FOREVER’ IN 595,000 
FRENCH SHEET SALE 


argest single sheet copy sale 
racked up by a pop song in 
France was reported this week to 
Frederick Day, British publisher 
visiting New York, by Jack 





nov 


Denton, general manager of Pub- | 


cations Francis-Day, French sub- 
sid of —- Francis, Day & 
Hunter pubbery. In a letter to 
Dav from Paris. Denton revealed | 
that PFD’s French version of “For- | 
ever and Ever,” published in the 
tL. S. by Robbins Musie Corp., has 
sold 595,000 copies to date, an un- 
heard-of total for a Gallic song 
publieation. 

Day stated that not only is the 
fivure phenomenal for a omen 
where the average solid song hit 


is under 100,000 copies, but that | 
i} Was achieved in the short space | 
of several months. Tune, under 

the French title of “Etoile des 
\eiges,” was released in France 
the beginning of the year. Of the 


595.000 total, about 25,000 copies 
were sold in Belgium. 

“Forever and Ever,” written by | 
Fra ‘nz Winkler and Malia Rosa, 
‘as originally published in Switz- | 
erland. Robbins’ edition enjoyed 
x fair U. S. sale. Day was unable 

‘finitely to explain the staggering 
pias sales. 


C.&S. Operas’ Copyright 
May Win New Protection 


London, May 23. 
Question of a special act of Par- 
nent to protect the copyright 





6! Gilbert & Sullivan operas is now | 


being discussed in London, since 
‘he copyright on the musi¢ ceases 


#' end of 1950. Then it goes into 
Public domain. 
Sir Arthur Sullivan died Nov. 


22 1900. His works are protected 
»\ international law for 50 years. 
lhe copyright on the librettos by 
’ William Gilbert has more than 
enother 10 years to run and will 
be in force until 1961. 
_ Quesiion of Parliamentary ac- 
‘on is being raised in anticipation 
®' possible moves to modernize in- 
‘vidual tunes or individual sec- 
‘Ons of the operas, 


ciety 


+ 





ASCAP’s Office Shift 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is planning 
to move its New York offices from 
the RCA Building in Rockefeller 
Center to a building, presently un- 
der construction, at 57th street and 
Madison avenue. New space will 
not be occupied before Oct. 1 at 
the earliest. 

Move is predicated on 
convenience afforded by 
ent ASCAP offices, 
spread over several 
ferent parts of the 


lack of 
the pres- 
which are 
floors in dif- 
RCA edifice. 


Planned move would consolidate 
all organizational functions of the 
Society on two floors of the new 


Busy Summer For 


New RCA Artists 


RCA Victor's flock of new Red 
Seal artists are priming for a busy 
summer recording schedule. tise 
Stevens, who recently moved over 
from Columbia, has already cut her 
first sides for Victor and will do 
additional numbers shortly. Helen 
Traubel, also a recent acquisition 
from Columbia, will go before the 
mike in July for her first sides for 
Victor under her new contract. She 
also recorded for Victor several 
years ago. 

Margaret Truman, the _ Presi- 
dent’s daughter, and Miss Traubel’s 
protege, is also currently prepping 
her disk repertory, which is being 
kept under wraps as a “surprise” 
by the diskery. Miss Truman, 
was signed in March, recently can- 
celled two outdoor recitals because 
of her recording commitments. 





Victor’s Red Seal division also 
intends to wind up the Wanda 
Landowska harpsicherd sect of 


“Well-Tempered 
of which has al- 
ready been released. Victor engi- 
neers are holding the recording 
sessions on weekends at the Lake- 
ville, Conn., home of Miss Landow- 
ska. As part of the Bach bicen- 
| tennial celebration this vear, the 
Robert Shaw chorale has also start- 
ed preparation for its Victor disk- 


Bach's 
the first section 


ing of one of the composer's major | 


“The Passion Accord- 
to be released in 


long works, 
ing to St. John, 
September. 


HARBACH PICKS AHLERT 
FOR ASCAP EXEC GROUP 


Otto A. Harbach, American So- 
of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers president, last week 
named his predecessor in that 
office, Fred FE. Ahlert, as a member 
of the Society's three-man execu- 
tive committee. At the same time 
‘John Tasker Howard took over 
the chairmanship of the commit- 
tee from Louis Bernstein, whose 
term expired. Abe Olman remains 
as third member of the group. 

Members of the ASCAP exec 
‘committee are named for a nine- 
'month term. Each member serves 
as chairman for the last three 
months of his committee service. 
Members are named on an alternat- 
ing writer-publisher basis. 








Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 
Sued by Peer Firms 

Havana-Madrid Restaurant Corp. 
of N. Y., operator of Havana-M adrid 
nitery. was named defendant in an 
infringeme ‘nt action brought in 
N. Y. Federal court last week by 
Peer International Corp. and Pro- 
motora Hispanobde Musica, a Peer 
affiliate. 

Plaintiffs charged that the nitery 
publicly performed for profit six 
ef their tunes without a license on 
Oct. 20, 1949, and various other 
times. An injunction and statu- 
tory damages of not less than $250 
are sought for each alleged viola- 


ij tion. 


‘ . so | 
Clavier, 


all 








BODaTS 


In addition to other changes 
gradually evolving in Tin Pan AIl- 
ley as a result of the new American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers writer classification 
plan, there now loonis the distinct 
possibility that bandleader and 
Singer members of the Society are 
going to make a strong pitch to get 
into the act via increased cutting-in 
on tunes. Several publishers have 
already noted a growing antipathy 
among artists with ASCAP ratings 


“INS 


toward songs offered them unless 
they can get in on the writing 
credits. 


Although there is nothing new 
in a performer's dotting the i’s on 
a lvric and cutting in on the song’s 
royaliies in return for his promise 
to plug it extensively, the new em- 
phasis on performances in ASCAP'’s 
writer payoff apparently is giving 
the practice added impetus. With 
80% of a songsmith’s ASCAP in- 


come based on his performances 
over a five-vear average and his 
performances for the current year 


0-20°%0 ratio), it obviously 
bank for a leader 
or singer, who is also an ASCAP 
member, every time he performs a 
ditty on which he’s credited as co- 
writer. 

Some publishers are looking at 
that angle with a bit of apprehen- 
sion. They feel that it may now 
be more difficult to plant a tune 
with a top artist unless he gets in 
on it, and that ineluding him in 


‘in a 60° 
iS money in the 


, can lead to a headache with writers 


who | 


5/-Year-Old Wood 


, and 


who won’t be too happy about shar- 
ing royalties with a t-crosser, even 
if it is a good plug. 
Situation, however, can work in 
reverse, with publishers and even 
(Continued on page 38) 





Co. of Boston Sold 
To Mills Music 


In a deal marked by rich senti- 
ment and smooth negotiations, 
Mills Musie on Thursday (25) took 
over the B. F. Wood Musie Co. of 
Boston. Transaction was closed 
by the former firm’s president, 
Jack Mills, with heirs of the late 
B. F. Wood and company stock- 
holders. Purehase price was un- 
disclosed, but it less than the $73,- 
000 previously reported as the 
amount Sale 
maturely announced several weeks 
ago. 

An ASCAP member, the Wood 
organization was founded in Bos- 
ton in 1893 by B. F. Wood, who 


died in 1922 at the age of 73. A 
sister and two nephews survived. 


involved. was 


pre- | 


The latter carried on the business. | 


In recent vears, it’s understood, 


the firm's manager was ill and thé | 


outfit was relatively inactive in 
comparison with more aggressive 
competitors. That was the primary 
reason for the sale. 

Wood catalog, Mills revealed 
last week, embraces “thousands of 
copyrights” in the teaching, library 
choral categories. Much cf 
these, he said, had never been per- 
formed on radio, TV or recordings 
because the company’s 
management had not concentrated 
on those media. Many of 
works, he added, 
title pages, and out-of-print 
tions will be revived. 

While other publishers entered 
bids for the Wood firm, Mills re- 
ceived preference since he prom- 
ised to retain the tradition of the 
Boston company as well as most of 
its small staf. Some of the per- 
sonnel, he said, had been with the 
company for more than 40 years. 
In the future, it will be operated 
as a separate Mills division. Nick 
Lang, former Wood sales manager. 
| becomes manager. 


edi- 


former | 


the | 
will now get new | 





1 AN Music Leaders Meet Next Week 


To Launch Drive for Sheet Sales 





Sacks Woos Levant 


Hollywood, May 30 
Latest Columbia Records name 
to hear the siren call of RCA-Vic- 
Manie Sacks is Oscar Levant 
Pianist’s Columbia pact expires 
end of this year and Sacks is sug- 


tors 


gesting Levant make a switch. 
Decade ago, Levant etched a pop 


price “Rhapsody in Blue” platter 
for Columbia which sold big. 


Col. Tees Off 
Dance Date Push 


Columbia Records will tee off its 
dance band push next week with 
release of its first group of newly- 
packaged “Dance Date” Com- 
prising four disks featuring Les 
Brown, Xavier Cugat, Tony Pastor 
and Hal McIntyre, the 33 rpm pop 
sets are regarded as Col’s answer 
to the recent band drive launched 
by RCA Victor in the 45 rpm fie!d. 





sets. 


Columbia is supplementing the 
initial four L-P disks with 31 pop 
sets already in the diskery’s long- 


playing catalog. Included in these 


will be 15 “Dance Parade” disks 
via which Columbia originally at- 
tempted to put over the 33 rpm 


idea last year. Columbia is launch- 
ing the new dance band promo- 
tion with distrib sales contest, free 
promotional bins to retailers and 
heavy advertising. 

Unique feature of the “Dance 
Date” disks is their continuous 
music format along the lines of 
ballroom music for hoofing. Each 
side will contain 15 minutes of un- 
interrupted vocals and instrumen- 
tals and are being plugged with the 
slogan “Don’t Stop the Music.” In 
Cugat’s set, both sides of the disk 


wil! sign off with the orch’s theme 
song. 
Each of the four “Dance Date” 


sets comprise newly-recorded num- 
bers selected from the orch’s ‘most 
requested” items. Heavy 
has been placed on tunes from legit 
and filmusical scores. Mitch Miller, 
Col’s artists and repertory chief, 
designed the format after touring 
ballrooms for idea. Album covers 
will have a uniform theme. 

Contest for the distrib salesmen 
will open Monday (5) and will run 
for six weeks. Loot to be divided 
among the top order writers is 
$500. 


RCA RELEASES THIRD 
BLOCK OF 33 DISKS 


Moving towards a rapid expan- 
sion of its long-playing catalog, 
RCA Victor is distributing its third 
block of 33 rpm numbers this week. 





+ 


accent | 


_ tional 


Music industry leaders will make 
their first move Wednesday (7) in 
launching a concerted drive to 
hypo sheet music sales. Under the 


auspices of the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Assn., trade toppers will 
convene at SPA headquarters in 
N. Y. next week to explore all 
routes by which copy sales can be 
lifted back to former levels 


Meeting of leading publishers, 
sales managers and composers will 
have an informal character to al- 
lay fears that the function of any 
exisiing trade organizations will be 
duplicated or displaced. Charles 
Tobias, SPA vice-prexy, who 
sumed the initiative in setting up 
the intra-trade confab, is conceiv- 
ing the meeting as a way of mak- 
ing the industry more public rela- 
tions conscious. 

Among those who have accepted 


as- 


SPA invitations to attend are Wal- 
ter Douglas, head of the Musie 
Publishers Protective Assn.: Abe 
Olman, manager of the Robbins, 
Feist and Miller group; Tommy 
Valando; Jack Bregman and Ira 
Wevgard, of Bregman, Vocco 


& Conn; John Shuman, SPA gen- 
eral counsel: Louis Bernstein, Les- 

r Santly, Max Starr, George Pax- 
ton, Abel Baer, Paul Cunningham, 
Stanley Adams, Edgar Leslie, Bob- 
by Mellin, George Levy and 
Arnold Shaw. Latter two will ap- 


pear in behalf of Lou Levy, who 
gave full support to the meeting 
before leaving for the Coast last 
week. Disk jockeys Paul Bren- 
ner and Jack Lacey also will be 
present as part of the meeting’s 
strategy of involving other show 


biz facets in the sheet musie cam- 
paign. 

Various ideas for stimulating 
copy sales have been circulating in 
the trade since Lou Levy kicked 
off the discussion in Varirry two 
weeks ago with his proposal of a 
$99 piano. Among the chief sug- 
gestions has been the launching of 
a national contest for the best idea 

(Continued 40) 


NLRB ORDERS ELECTION 
AT CAP IN SCRANTON 


Washington, Mav 30. 

National Labor Relations Board 
on Thursday (25) ordered a_bar- 
gaining election for most of the 
emplovees at the Seranton, Pa., 
record pressing plant of Capitol 
Records. 

United 
America, 
hood of 


on page 





Workers of 
International Brother- 
Teamsters and Interna- 
Assn. of Machinists are 


Electrical 


' bidding to represent the workers 


at the election, which must take 
place within 30 days of the an- 
nouncement. NLRB ruled that the 
bargaining unit included produc- 


tion and maintenance people, ship- 


Latest release consists of 24 disks | 


and brings the total Victor long- 
playing catalog to a total of 85 
records covering 110 compositions. 
These include 11 Arturo Toscanini 
recordings which were released to 
coincide with the maestro’s tour, 
which winds up this week. 

Of the 24 new disks, seven were 
originally recorded on tape, the 
rest having been transferred from 
suitable-quality 79 rpm _ masters. 
Included in the new release is the 
late Kurt Weill’s “Down in the 
Valley” folk opera. 





Savoy Crimps Ventura 
On Victor Release 
Savoy Records, N. Y., is throw- 
ing a legal block at RCA Victor’s 
release of the Charlie Ventura 
orch’s cut of “Dark Eyes.” Savoy 
contends that its pact with Ven- 
tura, before he moved to Victor, 
contained a clause’ barring his 
right to record the same selections 


for another company until five 
vears had elapsed. 
It’s understood that Victor, 


which issued the disk at the begin- 
ning of May, will withdraw it be- 


‘fore the case is forced into court. 


ping employees and truckdrivers. 
It excluded white collar and pro- 
fessional employees and watchmen. 


Ruby-Kalmar Albums !n 
Decca, RCA, M-G Release 


Three record albums of songs by 
Harry Ruby and the late Bert 
Kalmar, which are being used in 
the Metro film biog of the writing 
team’s careers, will be released in 
August by Victor, Decca’ and 
M-G-M Records. Pie takes its title 
from one of the biggest Kalmar- 
Ruby song hits, “Three Little 
Words.” 

Among the tunes in 
that will be waxed are 
number, “All Alone Monday,” 
“Thinking of You,” “I Wanna Be 
Loved by You,” and “Who's Sorry 
Now?”?”., all top Kalmar-Ruby clicks 
ot a couple of decades ago. 





the film 
the title 





King Signs Dexter 

Al Dexter, composer of “Pistol 
Packin’ Mama,” has been signed by 
King Records in Cincinnati. He 
recently finished his first eight 
sides for the company. 

Diskery has also added singer 
Terry Shand to its talent roster. 
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Petrillo OK’s Waxery-Type Deal 
For Soundtracking TV Films 


— 





Hollywood, May 30. 
rouis Snader, local financier who 
» the completion coin on Gen- 


RCA Uses Robt. Merrill 


tu 
ae relevision Enterprises’ filme , 

or Procter & Gamble, has inked me 66 * 99 
S eouteail with James C. Petrillo On Pop Hit, Wanderin 


allowing the musical soundtracking | 
of tele films. Snuder will spend 
¢590.000 on 480 vidpix, each to run 
three minutes, in 12 months. Films 


RCA Victor is giving a longhair 
treatment to one of its current 
topselling pop tunes, “‘Wanderin’.” 


will feature name bands, vocalists originally disked by Sammy Kave’s 
and variety acts. — =. orch. In a move to tap a new! 
Snader took his proposition to. audience. Robert Merril] Met 
Peiriiio last months and has been Opera baritone. will etch the num- 
jroning out details with the Musi- ber for the Red Seai division. with 
cians topper ever since. Snader’s Hugo Winterhalter batoning 
plan follows directly along the lines ls te : Se 
of the AFM’s contract with record- Nee 38 Covering “Th anderin 
ing companies. Deal calls for mu- both ways in order to avoid being 
5 to get the same scale as is S°0OPed by a rival diskery. Sev- 
paid to sidemen working in motion eral years ago, M-G-M Records 
picture studios. This scale is $39.90 pulled a switch _ Victor by put- 
for three hours; $79.80 for six ting Art Mooney’s orch on a Red 
hours. Leaders get double. Seal click, Jan Peerce’s rendition | 


of “Bluebird of Happiness.” 
Snader will pay leaders a royalty rong 


on the sale of the pix, in the same 


: ‘ Mooney. 
manner in whieh orch leaders get | ~ : 





a fee trom sale of their record- | 

ings Also, Snader is setting up a 

trust fund for musicians working 

in pix Fund will receive 5% of roup é S 





the gross coin from sale of the pix. 





Samuel Rosenbaum, trustee of the e 
recording fund, will also roost on q 
the TV fund. unds (0 Lontinue 


ke Goldstone has been inked 


Di 


by Snader to oversee all produc- | e 

tion. Phil Moore will handle all | 

music problems for the firm, whiéh | IC ers 
will make pix here and in N, Y.| 

Snader expects to complete 40 calemtaat 

4 Alt g ss stic fer reach- 
Svs ner month foe tie faut 28 Although pessimistic over reach 


ing an agreement with the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, the Television Per 
|Program committee is seeking 
funds from station operators to 
continue negotiations with ASCAP. 


months 

rhis is the second video musical 
filming deal Petrillo has okayed. 
The AFM topper gave Gene Autry 
the green light three weeks ago on 
a straight motion picture scale. 


Committee, which was set by TV 

Autry has already ¢ te 2 , ies p 
“ oe las already completed the | stations throughout the nation, is 
; inne ‘ por ‘ i he ay" basi: 
Also KPTV, CBS-Times station | attempting to /hammet out a basis 
here, is negotiating with Petrillo | UP0? ™ we oe 
on the soundtracking of pix to be chargee for the use of ABCAP 


licensed tunes. 


made under KTTV’s newly formed | ’ 

syndication - distribution corpora-| I & report to station operators, 

tion. Station will make pix at its Committee chairman Dwight Mar- 
tin, of WLWT, Cincinnati, noted 


lewlyv-uequired Nassour — studios 


that nine meetings with ASCAP 





and lease them to Some 25 news- nay? 
paper-owned stations which will | ave failed to produce results. At 
become part of a film network. present, TV stations are using 
{ASCAP music via an interim agree- 
;ment to allow time to discuss per- 
4 j}manent licensing arrangements. 
Tower Disks Set Deal | Major block in the inking of a per- 
. ;}manent plan, according to the 
With ( Thompson For | broadcasters, is ASCAP’s demand 


~ for payment on a per program rate 


Canada Cutting-Distri for spot plugs adjacent to programs 


/using ASCAP music. 


os Chicago, May 30. | Agreement has been reached, 
lower Records has set a press- however, on the payment to be 


ing-cistribution deal with Gordon | nade to ASCAP for a per program 
\. Thompson, Ltd., for latter to do jicense. This license covers station 
all pressing and distribution in ‘payments to ASCAP only for pro- 
Canada, Tower prexy Dick Bradley grams in which ASCAP music is 
announced last week. Bradley also yceg. Under blanket license terms, 
announced pacting of two bands, | ag now practiced in radio, licensee 
ony Papa and Leo Pieper. ‘pays a percentage of his income 
Along with deal with Thompson, anq ean use ASCAP on any pro- 
Bradley is starting to realign his | gram ; 
distribution setup. Heretofore, | ~ ; 
most of Tower distribution has. 
been handled by Mercury distribu- 
tors. Bradley indicated that he’ll | 
try to pull away from that setup. 
As a first step, he has appointed 
Scott Cross Co., distributor in Phil- | 
adelphia, to replace the David | 
Rosen Co., which handles Mercury | 
there. Bradley will leave for the 
Coast June 18 to look over his tal- 
ent and distribution there. 
_ Signing of Pieper and Papa gives 
Tower four bands. Bradley also 
has Bill Snyder and Danny Cassel- | 
la. He also has four vocalists pact- 
ed Gloria Hart, Ken Carson, Skip 
Farrell and Whitey Carson. 


Martin said the committee is cur- 
rently studying a plan to finance 
its future operations. 





Admiral Records Into 
LP by Next Fall 
Admiral Records, N. Y., which 
will put out its first 45 rpms next 
month, will follow up in the fall 
| with its initial release of long-play- 
ing records. Ricky Gardell’s rhum- 
ba band, signed last week by the 
platter company, will be put out 
on the 33 rpm speed following an 
initial waxing of four sides on 
'standard disks. Arnold Stang’s 
| kiddie platters will also be put out 
G1. s (on 33 rpm. 
Campaign Assessment ' N. R. Caranno, Admiral’s prexy, 
lurned Down on Coast recently returned from Pittsburgh, 
Hollywood, May 39. where the company has set up the 
Coast Musicians Local 47 turned first of its own distributing outfits. 


down a request from the Los An- | 
Apollo’s LP Label 


keles Central Labor Council for $1 | 
Apollo Records, N. Y., is enter- 


Pe! ember for a political cam- | 
Paign kitty to be used in the forth- 

ing the long-playing field with a 
Svmphonette, created 








coming elections. 
Local 47 would have had to shell 
Sul $14,888 from the treasury, and | NeW label, 





the tunesters didn’ anv ; for classical and semi-classical 
to ii a a ‘tunes. Initial release will be 
\“\telodies of the Danube” as 

| played by Harry Horlick’s orch. 

LI. STAY FOR FIELDS Platter will include eight selec- 

l\ving Fields, currently vacation- “ons. - 

NS in Europe, is scheduled to be- | Company has also scheduled its 
Ein 4 summer stand with his in- | first 33 r.p.m. release. Record will 
‘ttunental tric at the Bowden | be a duplicate of the Cy Walters 
Square Club, Southampton, L. I. | 78 r.p.m. album, made for the com- 
June 23. pany about two years ago. Both 


LPs will sell at the Standard price 
| of $2.85 for a 10-inch record, 


‘ooking runs through Septem- 


De 





Lat- | 
ter number turned into smash for 


| That Man Toscy 


Arturo Toscanini is setting 
the music biz agog with his 
manifold activities. Following 
the windup of his cross-coun- 
try tour with the NBC Sym- 


phony orch Saturday (27), the 
83-year-old maestro immedi- 
ately prepped for recording 


sessions at RCA Victor studios 
today (Wed.). 

On Monday (5), Toscanini 
tukes off tor Europe and will 
record Verdi's “Requiem” 
with the La Scala Opera and 
orch late in June. Release of 
the “Requiem” will be timed 
to coincide with the 50th anni 
of the composer’s déath in 





Major Diskeries 
Pool Talent In 
Chi Dance Push 


Chicago, May 30. 

Four major record companies 
have combined with radio stations. 
disk jockeys, ballrooms and retail 
record stores to promote a “Chi- 
‘¢agoland Dance Week.’ which 
started yesterday (Mon.) and runs 
till next Sunday. Promotion aims 
at accelerating revived interest in 
dance bands. 

Four companies, RCA Victor, Co- 
jumbia, Decca and Capitol, each 
have chosen four bands from their 
talent lists which they are plugging 
together. Retail stores are running 
| posters—400 of them in the city 
and suburbs — listing the bands 
and carrying endorsements from 23 
disk jockeys in the area for the 
“Dance Week.” 

Radio stations will devote most 
of their music to the dance bands, 
and will play dance music in solid 
segments, announcing before and 
after each segment that “this is 
Chicagoland Dance Week.” Disk 
jockeys, of course, will plug the 
idea. Four promotion men _ han- 
dling campaign, one from each 
company, are launching press cam- 
paign too. 

Ballrooms are displaying posters 





and ballroom operators will appear 


for radio and TV interviews. Re- 
motes from the ballrooms are also 
plugging the dance bands. 

Cost of promotion will be split 
between the four companies. Han- 
dling the promotion are: Don 
Goins, RCA Victor midwest pro- 
motion manager. who originated 
the idea; Les Smith, Columbia; Al 
Chapman, Decca; and Harry Set- 
tergrin, Capitol. 








Davis Preps 
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ton and he claims he helped to 
draft the anti-ASCAP law of that 
state. He claims to represent at 
least one  publisher-member 
ASCAP, several broadcasters, and 


a number of writer-members of 
ASCAP. 

He said Loew's owned Leo Feist, 
Miller Musie and Robbins; that 


Warners owned Witmark, Remick, 
Harms and Advance; and that Par- 
amount controls Famous and Para- 
mount Music. 

“These firms get 40% of the 
publishers’ share of the ASCAP 
royalties,” said Davis. “I think they 
should be thrown completely out 
of ASCAP. Judge Ferdinand Pe- 
cora recently found in New York 
that the relationship between com- 
poser and publisher was one of 
joint venture. But these publishing 
chouses are merely an adjunct of an- 
other business, the motion picture 
-business, and their prime interest 
is not in promoting the interests 
of the composers.” 

Of the ASCAP royalties assigned 
to the writers under the new sys- 
tem, he said, 12° was for “classifi- 
cation.” In addition, he said, 48” 
was listed for five-year average per- 
formance and the writers were 
urged to go out and plug their 
tunes to get rating in both this 
basis and “current performance.” 

“Under that system,” he com- 
mented, “the rich get richer. The 
writers who work on salary for the 
motion picture companies have 
their songs regularly plugged in 
pictures. But how will the widow 
of an old-timer go out to get her 
husband's music played, and how 
about the colored composer who 
can't get into many places, what 
chance has an infirm music writer 
jto plug performances?” 


of | 


Standby Band as Local's Price for OK 


Of Travelling Outfit Ruled by NLRB As 


Not Feather-Bedding Violation of T-H 


Washington, May 30. 
Any local of the American Fed- 
‘eration of Musicians which de- 
mands the hiring of standby mu- 
sicians as the price of permitting 
a traveling name band to play in its 
jurisdiction is not feather-bedding 


in violation of the Taft - Hartley 
Act This broad ruling was, in 


effect. laid down here last week by 
trial examiner for the National 
Labor Relations Board 
involved the Palace thea- 
tre, of Akron. which had booked 
the Roy Acuff package, only to 
have the booking cancelled because 
the theatre, part of the Gamble 
Enterprises, Inc. ‘Ted R. Gamble) 
chain. would not work out a stand- 
by deal with AFM local 24, of Ak- 
ron. Theatre appealed to NLRB. 
Decision was predicated on a 
clause in the standard contract, 
signed by Palace theatre, which 
provides that all the rules, 
laws and regulations of the Local 
in whose jurisdiction the musi- 
cians perform, insofar as they are 
not in conflict with those of the 
Federation, are made part of this 
contract.” 


Case 


Two possible outgrowths of the 
ruling—if it is upheld by the full 
NLRB—are seen here: 

1. A substantial stepping up of 
demands for standby musicians by 
locals around the country, as the 
price of okaying engagements by 
travelling bands. 

2. An attempt to court test the 
above clause of the contracts, un- 
der which locals must give their 
‘consent for the appearance of out- 
side bands. 

The trial examiner, William E. 
Spencer, admitted in effect that a 
squeeze was being put on the thea- 





tre, but said the theatre had ‘“‘vol- 
untarily” stuck its head in the 
noose by signing the contract— 
thereby accepting the authority of 
the Akron local to okay or nix 
outside bands. 
Examiner's Interpretation 

Spencer wrote in part in the 
precedent setting ruling: 

“There is nothing in the lan- 


of this section ‘featherbed- 
ding section of the Taft-Hartley 
Law) which renders it illegal for 
an employer voluntarily to con- 
tract for the engagement of a 
standby orchestra and payment for 
‘services not rendered. It is only 
when a labor organization ‘causes 
or attempts to cause’ an employer 
to engage. or agree to engage, in 
such practices that a violation oc- 
curs. 

“Furthermore, the Board 
(NLRB) has construed the lan- 
' guage ‘cause or attempt to cause’ 
as meaning something more than 
‘an insistent demand in collective 
bargaining.’ 

“None of the usual manifesta- 
tions on which ‘an attempt to 
cause’ is commonly based, is pres- 
ent here. There was no strike nor 
threat of strike: no picketing nor 
threat of picketing; no withhold- 
ing by the local orchestra of its 
services which the theatre man- 
agement wished to procure. The 
coercive element essential to 
which finding of ‘an attempt to 
cause,’ if it exists at all in the in- 
stant situation, lies in the fact 
that lacking the consent of the re- 
spondent ‘local union), the theatre 
managemert was unable to bring 
into its theatre certain name or 
travelling bands for whose serv- 
ices it had contracted.” 

Spencer pointed out that the lo- 
cal did not call off the Acuff en- 
gagement. It merely notified na- 
tional AFM headquarters in New 
York that it had not reached an 
agreement with the theatre. 
Whereupon, James C. Petrillo 
wired the Acuff agent tnat the en- 
gagement must not be filled pend- 
ing such agreement. 

The trial examiner admitted 
that the intention of Congress was 
to “restrict standby practices” and 
went on to say of proposals which 
had been made by the local: 

“As to the first proposal, I am 
of the opinion that this was noth- 
ing more or less than a proposal 
for a standby engagement. Such 
proffer of ‘services’ was not, in my 
opinion, a proffer of real services 
at all . Various other proposals 
all have the same vice: they are 
in the nature of a proffer of serv- 
,ices which the theatre manage- 


fuage 


ment did not want, did not need, 
and was not willing to accept ‘ 
There was operative throughout 
the negotiations the union's thinly 
camouflaged requirement that 
whether or not the theatre man- 
agement wanted, or intended to 
use, the services of the local or- 
chestra. it would nevertheless con- 
tract with it . Such proposals, in 
my opinion, contemplated the ef- 
fectuation of precisely such stand- 
by Congress intended 
to 


practices as 
restrict 
Notwithstanding this, because 
there was no strike or picketing, 
and because the theatre’ had 
signed the contract, the trial ex- 
aminer declared he was “con- 
strained to hold” that there was 
no featherbedding in violation of 
the Taft-Hartley Act. 


Local 802 Unity Group 
Uses Akron AFM Victory 
As Club Vs. Incumbents 


Recent success of Akron 
of the American Federation 
of Musicians in bucking Taft-Hart- 
ley law provisions against “feather- 
bedding” is being exploited in New 
York local 802 as a political club 
against the latter adminis- 
tration. Leaders of the opposition 
Unity ticket are capitalizing on the 
Akron victory by contrasting it to 
the alleged ineptitude of Local 802 
leaders in negotiating with indie 
radio stations in New York. 
Beating the propaganda drums in 
preparation for the elections in 
December, Unity spokesmen said 





the 


local 


local’s 


‘the Akron local, with its relatively 


small membership, had succeeded 
where Local 802, with its 20,000 
members, has failed in maintaining 
employment minimums in N. Y. 
stations. Administration leaders, 
however, are pointing to their re- 
cent settlement with Broadway 
presentation houses, which guaran- 
teed Local 802 tooters 26 weeks a 
vear. Radio station impasse, it’s 
explained, stems from other causes 
such as the decline of revenue in 
face of video's growth in New 
York. 

Unity faction, meantime, is hold- 
ing back nominations of a full slate 
of officers until September, follow- 
ing its recent choice of William 
Feinberg, former Local 802 secre- 
tary, as its standard-bearer for the 
prexy post. Blocking the antici- 
pated raising of the “Red” issue in 
the union eleetioneering. Unity 
spokesmen declared that no 
“known or avowed Communists 
will) be named as Feinbery’s run- 
ning mates. At the same time, it 
was emphasized that United will 
not indulge in the slightest bit of 
“Red-baiting.” 

Translated into brass tacks po- 
litical language, Unity will try to 
avoid the embarrassment of nam- 
ing so-called “known” Commies 
on its slate while, at the same time, 
not rejecting the support of the 
“Commie block” in the union. 
Feinberg has previously asserted 
that he is aiming for a’coalition of 
all dissident groups in the union 
against the Local 802 administra- 
tive ticket. 





Arranger McClellan 
Builds Roma Orch 


Clark McCellan, arranger for 
singers Alan Dale aud Toni Arden, 
is building a band around Jimmy 
Roma, trumpeter who has worked 
with name orchs and radio studio 
crews. 

Roma outfit will represent a 
radical departure from the current 
trend of Glenn Miller-stvied in- 
strumentation. Oreh will have an 
unusual setup of eight brass and 


one reed, with the arrangements 
to feature saxman Aaron Sachs 
and French horn player John 
Shultz. Group will tee off with a 


series of one-niters shortly. 


Charlie Ventura orch heads 
southwards June 1 for a series of 
12 one-nite bookings. He opens 


in Baltimore and follows with sev- 
eral College dates. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Hugo Winterhalter is competing with himself on two 
“Count Every Star.” a tune that’s currently breaking for a hit 
halter made one cut of the number, with Herb Jeffries vocaling, when 
he was still at Columbia Records. He followed it up with another after 
moving over to RCA Victor's artists and repertory staf Winterhal- 
ter’s Victor disk. featuring orch and chorus, is stirring the excitement 
around the tune. 


waxings of 
Winter- 


Lawrence Welk band lost its sponsor, Miller Beer, last Wednesday 
(24) but will continue through the summer in its present 30-minute 
Wednesday spot on the full ABC network. Web is holding batoneer in 
the niche, hoping sponsor will pick up the check again come fall. Welk 
had been receiving $2,500 weekly and supplying all talent. Now, ABC 
is paying Welk and sidemen scale. 








B ( R 
ART MOONEY ORCH (16) into five reeds, three trombones, 
With Dave Allyn, Irene Stephens’ three trumpets and four rhythm, 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. with Johnny Romano handling 


After riding the crest for acouple 8uitar and banjo, the latter only 
of vears on the banjo-picking corn When Strictly necessary, as well as 
that gave him two smash disks, Art doubling on comedy routines. Li- 
Mooney has returned to his pre- brary is an admixture of Mooney’s 
“Four Leaf Clover” and “Baby Pre-banjo book and a number of 
Face” style with a modern, smart- Rew arrangements by Neil Hefti, 
lv-turned-out dance crew that car- George Williams, hay Wright and 
ries a full quotient of listenability Jimmy Mundy. Present library has 

nd dance With an eye to Nice diversification as to items and 
catching some of the lucrative col- Scoring, and yet retains a good co- 
lege trade, Mooney again lays the hesive quality through the under- 
stress on clarinet-lead ballad ar- !ying clarinet-lead style 

rangements in the Glenn Miller Dave Allyn and Irene Stephens 
tradition: adds some bright, rhyth- are distinct assets in the warble 


ability 


mic bounce things that never get department Allyn, former Boyd 
out of hand and wind up in heavy Raeburn singer, knows how to 
blasting. and injects just enough phrase a ballad lyric and get the 
banjo plunks to answer the inevita- most out of it vocally, while Miss 


ble requests for the two hits he’s Stephens, an eye-catching blonde, 
associated with. is equally at home on torch or 


Combination of Mooney’s rever- rhythm numbers, Gal show \ bie 
sion to the clean, solid type of 8reatest promise of any new bane 


dance music that is a band must thrush around todas 


today, and his strong platter-made Mooney’s own contribution is a 
reputation, should pay big divi- personality that registers strongly, 
dends for this outfit. As show-. plus a genial, humorous apprdach 


cased at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- to the crowd. His fronting and 


brook, it packs a potent appeal for handling of himself are much im- 
all the varied types of terpsters to proved over last year, and top off 


hotel a band 
suecessfulls 


be found on the one-nighter, performance capable of 
and collegiate circuits It pitches working any type of 
equally to the younger crowd who spot, Rich. 

want a band to start their feet tap- 


ping and the oldsters who want 
their ears caressed And there’s AL TRACE ORCA (10) 
the banjo and related stuff—al- With Chris Columbo, Red Hodgson 


though it’s much in the back- 
ground now—to lend showmanly 
contrast and satisfy the cornballs. 

instrumentation breaks down 


— 


Martinique Restaurant, Chicago 
Since his last location date here 
at the Blackhawk months ago, Al 
Trace has drastically revamped 
~~~ his personnel, coming up with an 
instrumentation _ that comprises 
~~. five sax, one trumpet and three 


i 7. one 5 

} rhythm rrace’s boys play every- 
CROSTY | thing and anything, and loud. But 
’ ‘ the crowds love it, for the Mar- 


tinique draws an_ unsophisticated 
i neighborhood clientele to this 
| far-southside spot. 

The unit is still rough musically 
| but it is enthusiastic and conveys 
j this enthusiasm at every oppor- 

tunity. Informality is the keyword 
| to the point where one of the 
| 











tenor saxes drops his horn a good 
share of the :ime to draw cartoons 
and caricatures which are given 
away freely 





«he Qottest emam on A | Trace continues to use a shuffle 


= op a oe ee oe ee ee ee ee Oe rhythm to establish identification. 
He sticks mostly to standards like 
“Linger Awhile,” “Whispering” 
and novelty tunes like “When Lola 
Plays the Pianola” and “Honey, 
Won’t You Honeymoon With Me.” 
When caught, he played only one 


WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S passable rhumba in_ three-hour 
program, which is fine with the 


regulars here. 
An innovation for the 


tinique is a half-hour show 











PROGRAM THE NEW 


Mar- 
which 


leader does once or twice nightly. 
Using only the sidemen, Trace 
opens little revue with intro of 


band people and then goes into 
flashy, commercial Dixieland ver- 
sion of ‘“‘That’s a Plenty.” Chris 
Columbo then does conductor's 
own tune, “You Call Everybody 
Darlin’.” Lad is better on ballads 
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| Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Third Man Theme” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Bewitched” 

Best British Seller 
“My Foolish Heart” 

a 











than rhythm tunes and shows fine 
stage presence for a youngster. 
When he stops aping the better 
known singers 
own style, Columbo will be a real 
asset Trace then does cute nov- 
elty, “Oh, Please Tell Me Darlin’ 


Do You Love Me,” followed by 
cornball burlesque of “That Mort- 
gage Man.” Singer returns to get 
neat hand with Italian “OR. 
Marie.” Red Hodgson gets next- 
to - closing with his standard 
“Music Goes Round.” Trace and 
band close show with “Baked a 
Cake.” 


Overall. Trace does a fine job 
for this spot Addition of girl 
vocalist fer the ovelties and beat 
selections would give a better bal- 
ance to a string of almost constant 
male vocals Band is uniformed 
casually except for Trace himself. 

Zabe. 


JOEL SHAW ORCH (6) 
With Dusty Winters 
Hotel Edison, N. Y. 


Joel Shaw offers a 
repertoire of terp music 


melodious 
Groomed 


in such New York spots as the 
Stork Club Hotel St Moritz, 
Hotel Delmonico and the _ old 


Shaw has given a 
slight switch to his “society” in- 
strumentations to meet the de- 
mands of the Edison's clientele 

Handling the keyboard position, 
Shaw is accompanied by Henry 
Senick on bass, Mel Zelnick on 
drums, Danny Russo on trumpet, 
Peter Long and Ernie Maura, both 
on sax and clarinet. Long also 
holds down the bulk of vocal 
chores, displaving a pleasing voice. 
Dusty Winters, who’s making her 
pro debut with this engagement, 
offers a few brief choruses. Gal’s 
voice needs plenty cultivation. As 
it stands, she’s a looker and, com- 
bined with her songstering, gets by 
adequately 


Monte Carlo, 


Orch plays softly, in the society 
vein but employs some jump, 
mixing it up with foxtrots and 
simple rhumba beats. Band opened 
to a dearth of customers, probably 
the result of the Memorial Day 
weekend, which drew a lot of New 
Yorkers out of town Gros. 





Disk Jockey Reviews 





MOOD INDIGO 
With Bob Swan 


2 Hours.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 8:15 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 

Program, broadcast since last 
summer, is one of station’s heavi- 


est mail-pullers. Swan, a recent 
takeover, came here from a Port- 
land, Me., outlet. He is following 
the format of subdued music and 
poetry. 

It is a relaxing, mellow show, the 
effect being increased by Swan's 
intimate manner. One might won- 
der whether dialers would stay 
with the program for the entire 
135 minutes; there are two time- 
out for new periods. There are 
no commercials. Since show con- 
sists almost entirely of requests, 
there are repeats which become 
tiresome. The “dedication” angle 
also becomes boring. 

Swan’s voice has a silky tone, 
despite some evidence of thickness 
and occasional indistinctness. 
Dialers like him, judging from let- 
ters read. Show is also presented 
on Sunday, with another miker. 
Letters from t.b. sanatorium pa- 
tients are so touching as to war- 
rant attention. Jaco. 


THIS IS PORTER 

With Don Porter 

2 Hours; Mon.-thru-Friday 
Sustaining 

KUGN, Eugene, Ore, 

Don Porter has come up with a 
new slant on disk shows as far as 
this area is concerned. Guy has 
a clear voice that he uses to the 
hilt. Instead of the regular run- 
of-the-mill chatter, Porter is un- 
predictable. 

This locality is the home of the 
U. of Oregon and he takes advan- 
tage of the varied talents on the 
campus. Tapes interviews chorus 
practice, etc., at the university and 
runs them during the show. 

Instead of playing a variety of 
disks, he will play entire suites of 
| longhair for the entire two hours. 
The next night he may go jazz. He | 
‘follows no particular 
trend. For his theme, he has taken | 
excerpts from six tunes, and com- 
| bined them. 


and develops his 


patter or 


Richard Himber’s new develop 


ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four my 


They are compiled on the basis of 
2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 
commercial vocal, respectively, in 
York, Chicago and Coast. 


‘RH’ Logging 


For example, a commercial vocai in 


nent in log, ndea: 7 


network sehor 
1 point for sustainin 1g instr 
for commercial instrume, 


ntal, 4 | 
each of the 3 major terri; ories. X 


territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ter ne 
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A Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes—7“‘Cinderella” Disney 


Baby, Won't You Sav You 
Candy and Cake 


Love Me— 
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Wallerstein Back At 
Col from Europe 0.0. 


Ted Wallerstein, Columbia 
Records prexy, returned to the 
homeotfice in New York Monday 
(29) after a six-week survey of 
business conditions in Europe. 


Mitch Miller, Col’s artist and 
; repertory chief, also arrived in 
N. Y. over the weekend following | 


two weeks of recording sessions 


on the Coast. 


-——ASCAP Act - 


Continued from page 35 jones! 

















writers desirous of cutting a per- 
former in (if he’s in ASCAP), 
knowing that he'll go all out for the 
song to rack up those performances 
that now pay off in the ASCAP 
writer divvy. 

This latest aspect of the revised 
ASCAP writer classification § sys- 
tem is another manifestation of 
how the accent on performance, as 
required under the Society’s con- 
sent decree, is slowly changing the 
previously accepted Tin Pan Alley 
order of things. Most important 
development to date under the new 
payoff setup is the reemergence on 
the music scene of veteran song- 
writers who were content to rest 
on their ASCAP laurels’ (and 
money) without writing anything 
for 10, 15, or even 20 vears (as 
reported in VARIETY May 17). 

Since the announcement of the 
ASCAP writer payoff revealed that 
continued inactivity could drop a 
tunesmith with an also inactive 
past catalog from a double A rat- 
ing into the Society's cellar within 
several years, each week has seen 
more and more of the cleffing old 
guard reappearing in publishers’ 
offices demonstrating new or dust- 
ed-off material. Typical is one 
composer, whose last active writ- 
|ing was for Broadway musicals 
about 20 years ago, but who now 


pubberies in the short while since 
the new ASCAP lucre setup was 
unveiled. 


| has placed four songs with three. 
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FOR LOVE 
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NOTE: All records im this panel sre listed alphabetically by song title. 
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... indicates records which, 






according to actual sales, are 






recognized hits. The trade is urged 





fo keep ample stocks of these records 





on hand, or to reorder promptly when 





current stocks begin to approach the 
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impbell ict ()y’ 3 sold-out” stage 
BVC ! : 
Pa on °? * on d 4 2 de s at record ig 
Hal ms : : one of R¢ ; | r’se “Certain 
beacon ee | Seve — ( e le g 
BMI S 3 wmbere ¢ } noner dest elle 
Mocdie Release 50-22 things! a 
iu @o Chinese Mule Train 
Robbins — a Sane e 0 0c bees vptwae @iat87 62744)" 
Gday | POPULAR 
-Goday | ! 6 Count Every Star 
_ ell ™ = Hugo Winterhalter ........ 20-3697—(47-3221)* 
Santhy HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 0 Hoop Dee Doo 
Le eds ‘ 
apiro-B WAYNE KING and his ORCHESTRA Be ° . 
« Range You Are My Love tilings TS : On the Outgoing Tide : 
Miller Sometime ......+-++.. 20-3796—( 47-3796) * ee Perry Como ....... eee eT Merete 20-3747—(47-3747)" vg ; 
‘Troocker % 
Nordin FRAN WARREN = It Isn’t Fair : 
ke-VH When We're Dancing 
ippell Cloudy Morning 20-3800—( 47-3800) * DOMIMNyY TAVO § ...xca0rs ‘ icky eabi RS 20-3609—(47-3115)* 
Feist 6 
HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN Joshua 
Ralph Flanagan . i iki eet 20-3721—( 47-3724)" eae 
Disney FRANKIE CARLE and his ORCHESTRA ; Re hy 
I $ Where Are You Gonna Be When © Little Angel With the Dirty Face = 
Oxtor the Moon Shines as 
Leeds \iaple Leaf Rag 20-5805—(47-3805)* Why Should | Cry 
Lee § : 
Ivan be HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS ACAIN 2 Eddy Arnold ees Tee Se eeceevcesescovecs ss #1-OS00——(48-0300)* 73 t 
oe rae : QO My Foolish Heart 
upreme VAUGHN MONROE and his ORCHESTRA re ee AS 20-3681—(47-3204)* 
uperior Our Very Own e 
pbties Violins From Nowhere 20-3806—(47-3806) * : G Quicksilver 
Jerlin HUGO WINTERHALTER'S ORCHESTRA ee Elton Britt and Rosalie Allen ....... ee 21-0157—(48-0168)* Hag 
Range and CHORUS Pots se 
Wills Babes in the Wood cee © Roses 
“ ‘4 Here Comes the Bride pet emg ty ‘. ee Sammy Kaye sha caehcoueees ies .. .20-3754—(47-3754)" 7) é 
mbardo oS oe Sons of the Pioneers... en ere weee.  21-0306—( 48-0306)" &: 
Oxford BRADFORD and ROMANO a | ae 
BVC The Pienic Song Sa oO Valencia 
M-I-S-S-I-S-S-I-P-P-I . .20-3808—( 47-3808) * Tony — LA eae eee eee eee re eee ee ee 20-3755—(47-3755) 


iN 


~ PRR araea suo 6 Wanderin’ oe ee 
fa 3 ammy Kaye ...... ' eee te Sree eeeens eree 7-320: 
Aki MIGUELITO VALDES oe 


and, 


Calypso Man 


Feuson (Orme. . «ia 20-3809—( 47-3809) * . indicates records which 






have enjoyed better than Be: 





average initial consumer acceptance 


WY and stand an excellent chance of enter- re iB 

F ing the top-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 





POP SPECIALTY 











SIX FAT DUTCHMEN 

Shoemaker Polka 

Midnight Waltz...... 25-1163—(51-1163)* 
consistent with demand. 





COUNTRY 














Tony Martin and Tony Martin 20-3755—' 47-3755) * 





An Ordinary Broom oO Don’t Care If the Sun Don't Shine 


EDDY ARNOLD 
Cuddle Buggin’ Baby 


Enclosed, One Broken Heart 
21-0342—( 48-0342) 


Fran Warren 20-3777—' 47-3777 ae (Number two, Retailers Pick, Billboard, 
(Number one Billboard Pick, May 27 May 21.) 
issue.) 


I Surrender Dear I Wanna Be Loved 

. Don Cornell with Hugo Winter- , Gistere ; g ™ 
Ss NY 1. LACK Pi age> $< + Fontane Sisters and Hugo Winter- 

ROSALIE ALLEN and THE B halter Orch. .20-3776—(47-3776 halter Orch and Chorus 


RIVER RIDERS ‘Billboard Pick, May 27 Issue) 90-3772_:47-3772)* 


Green as Grass i 
nh 124° Thanks, Mr. Florist 
re > 9 1-0343—-( -0343 ; ’ : ad il ieee ‘Number SIX Coin-Op Pick Billboard, 
A WEERR Bik... ccc wcs 21-0343 48-0343) @ Vaughn Monroe .20-3773—(47-3773* Mer 24) 
«(Number two, Disk Jockeys Pick. Billboard, 
May 27. Number eight, Retailers Pick, 
Billboard, May 27. Number two, Opera- _ . a : 
tors Pick, Billboard, May 27.) TIPS: Vaughn Monroe's Tell Her You 
Stars and Stripes Forever Love Her topped dealer re-orders for 
Ralph Flanagan Orch” ean week of May 22... Johnny Bradford 
20-3762—‘47-3762'* i Tony R Wee ial eae 
‘Number six. Disk Jockeys Pick, Billboard, anc ony omanos The Picnic Song 
May 27. Number two, Retailers Pick, Bill- and M-I-S-S-I-S-S-I-P-P-I Frankie 
board, May 27.) : ie 








SACRED 











ROY ROGERS and DALE EVANS 
The Old Rugged Cross 
In the Garden........ 21-0344—(48-0344) 











Bonaparte’s Retreat Carle’s Maple Leaf Rag heavy on the 








RHYTHM | Gene Krupa Orch popular Carle piano ... Eddie 
20-3766—( 47-3766 '™ Arnold's Cuddle Buggin’ Baby will 
JOHNNY MOORE'S THREE BLAZERS ae Sa ee eee Shy Se be big. 





Rain-Chick 
DECIR 0 ist dsateawns 22-0086—‘ 50-0086) 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





Ag=SFPREPA 


DECCA 











presenting 


PETER 
LIND 
HAYES 


singing 


His Latest Hit... 


SING ME 
A HAPPY 
SONG 


coupled with 


THING-A- 
MA-Jib 


DECCA 27022 


... also 


DARN IT BABY, 
THAT’S LOVE 


coupled with 
(ANY NIGHT) 


ON THE HUDSON 
DAY LINE 


with MARY HEALY 


DECCA 24964 
a 


Single Records 
Price 75c Each 
(Plus tax) 
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VARIETY t 2 eB) |e 
Survey of retail disk best ¥ oe é | 7 |e | @ — 
sellers, based on reports ob ei, (2'Gise lei zB = ~ilsle£| Pp 
tained from leading stores ™ br wi ys Y SIE E | en sic¢iéis 7 
12 cities and showing com- “ e | 2 ala 's|/e|/O0| § a | § oO 
parative sales rating for this 3 " eis|— « § | = | | z re T 
and last week. > S fas S @ 7 = | & a & c | ra : 
" CTS Lie Elsi li yi isi lisist | 
(izia@isSoialisi&i isoiaely| « 
Nations Week Ending LJFi; sie i SiZizlelalei]/2] e 
: ‘ civ iy leleigl 7iziez O 
Rating M 27 2 e br | | S - Ss) | = c = \ 
” b = ro = w ce 3 os 
ay if ¢/s ti* (ele isi/aie);2]N 
This Last > | = Y, eielse/=S | &)/ else! ¢€ = T 
. _ e a ° ° 2 > £ ios} a = 4 om 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title = Z Ss nas msi tf Pas a St om 0 > S 
ANTON KARAS (London) 
l I “Third Man Theme”’—536 7 2 2 4 l I l . 3 4 l 9] 
BILLY ECKSTINE (\M-C-™) 
2 ; “My Foolish Heart’”—10623A 2 5 3 D 2 2 l 10 ris 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
5 ) “Bewitched” —24983 l 3 2 z l 46 
BILL SNYDER (Tower) 
+ > “Bewitched” —1473 ? l 7 l 3 l 44 
ANDKEWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) 
5 iz “IT Wanna Be Loved”’—27007 3 4 6 3 6 33 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
} ll “Hoop-Dee-D oo” —20-3747 :) 7 ) 10 7 3 »9g 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
7 } “My Foolish Heart’’—24850 l 3 2 | 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
34 2 “It Isn’t Fair’’—20-5609 10 4 9 5 6 25 
“AMES BROS. (Coral) 
3B + “Sentimental Me’—60140 .) 6 4 4 25 
SAMMY KAYE (| Viciov) 
IA 10 “Wanderin’ "’—20-3680 3 3 8 ) ) »2 
MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
IB 3 “Daddy's Little Girl’—24872 5 ) 3 8 M4 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
10 15 “Count Every Star’’—20-3697B ! 7 14 
E. MERMAN-R. BOLGER (Decca) 
Ll 15 *Dearie’—24873 4 ) 13 
LARRY COOK Abbey) 
12ZA 15 “Old Piano Rol! Blues’—-!5003 ) 10 4 LO 
EILEEN BARTON (Mercury 
128 7 “Knew You Were Coming” 92 LO 7 6 10 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
tzu; is *Hoop-Dee-Doo”’—2577 | 10 2 10 
FRANK PETTY (M-G-M) 
fan iz *Rain’’—1L0669 8 5 g 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-\M) 
13B “Honestly, | Love You’’—10672 2 Q 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury 
13¢ “Stars and Stripes Forever’— 5421 7 6 y 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
13D “Sun Don't Shine’—5396 2 z) 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
14A 15 “Valencia”—20-3755 4) 9 10 8 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
14B 12 “Bewitched” —35639 3 8 
JAN AUGUST (Mercury) 
14C “Bewitched”’—5399 3 8 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
I5A 14 “Enjoy Yourselft’—38709 4 ; » 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
15B “Roses” —20-3754 4 7 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
15C “You Lonesome Tonight’—10628 4 a eee é 
| 1 | 2 3 4 | 5 
FIVE TOP sour paciric GENTLEMEN PREFER’ PARKER | YOUNG MAN WITH jNNOVATIONS IN 
BLONDES WITH STRINGS A HORN =| MODERN MUSIC 
A L B U M S | monmwny Gast Broadway Cast Chas. Parker prey 7 Boris Stan Kenton 
| Columbia Columbia Mercury Coteadihe | Capitol 
| MM850 MM895 C101 | C193 EDL189 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points karned? 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
Decca 5 141 Se pare ae 4 36 
a. ere Ce 6 105 Rr eee er ee ee 3 25 
LONGOM .cscacs i 91 OE 44. vida eabeebewaweeee I 25 
M-G-M 4 83 Abbey 1 10 
Tower ! 44 











New York 


Al Donohue rch into Glen 
istand Casino, New Rochelle. 
N. Y.. May 29 until June 4. Band 
starts a Paramount theatre, N. Y., 
run three days later 

The Orioles, Negro vocal quin- 
tet, begin a southern tour of 30 


one-niters June 12 in Suffolk, Va 

Bob Smith, saxer with Erskine 
Hawkins’ orch, who uses his own 
band to record for Apollo Records, 
plattered “After Hours” and “Tip- 
pin In” for the company last week. 


Both numbers, the latter wvritten 
by Smith, are w.k. as Hawkins 
specialties. 


Chicago 


ing and promotion veepee, in New 
York last week to huddle with Joe 


Personal management team of Sam 


Lutz and Seymour Heller have 
signed Claire “Shanty” Hogan ... 
Lawrence Welk into Trianon Ball- 


room July 22 to September 10. . 

Dick Jurgens into Aragon Ballroom 
July 18 for four weeks Disk 
Jockey Eddie Hubbard guests on 


the Robert Q. Lewis show in New 
York June 12. Hubbard, inciden- 
tally, has hired Bob Lundblom as 


his assistant, replacing Ed Me- 
Elroy ... Tex Beneke opens four- 
week stand at Edgewater Beach 
hotel here June 9. From there he 
goes to Lakeside Park. Denver, 
July 11 for two weeks Billy 


Bishop into Dutch Mill, Lake Dele- 


Art Talmadge, Mercury advertis- | 


van, Wisc., July 14 for two weeks | 
. . . Bob Chester to Casa Blanca |} 
Club, Canton, O., June 2 for two} 
weeks ... George Olsen to Lake- | 
side Park June 9 for two weeks 


Carleton and Harry Geller... ... Eddy McGuire opened four- 


week stand at Woodland Park, Colo., 
last week . Jack Fina to Muehle- 
Hotel, Kansas City, July 
5 fortwo weeks .. . Dave LeWinter 
has signed contract with Mercury, 
ind his first 


bach 


album, a group. of 


Latin-American numbers, is sched- 


uled tor release soon Evelyn 
Knight's opener on the Pet Milk 
radio. stint. “Great Day in the 
Morning,” was penned by Jack 


Fulton and Jackie Smith Hubbard, 
wite of deejay Eddie Hubbard and 
formerly in charge of disk jockey 
promotion for Mercury Records. 
Seymour Heller, personal mana- 
ger, stopped off a couple of days 
last week to make the rounds of 
disk jockeys while on his way to 
New York Joe Sanders into 
Casino of Tomorrow, local nitery 
which starts band policy June 23. 
(Continued on page 41) 





‘SPITALNY ORCH OPENS > 
AT WALDORF IN JULY: 


Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orch 2 
into the Waldorf-Astoria Stent 


Roof, N. Y., July 27 for four we 


0a 
ight 
ekg, 


Engagement marks the first hteal -- 
stand for the “Hour of Charm” ue ( 
fit in N. Y. in almost 10 years 1 

Spitalny follows Sammy Kay nee 
and precedes Vaughn Monroe ti ey 
the hotel. Roof opens the seasom u 


tomorrow (1) with Guy | 
and Vic Damone. 


4OMbDard 





Willis Jackson Due 
lo Form His Own Band 


National 


is tating 
Willis Jackson. fe ‘tured tenor . 
Sax with the Cootie Williams 5, &, This Last 
: ‘4 . as 
will bow with his own band in a ’ 
about two months Lionel Han i oa = 
ton ts reportedly backing the , a , ) 
ture Orch will include about | — 
eight men 2 
Associated Booking ( orp. will 3 7 
handle the combo, which is also sag 4 4 
to wax for Apollo Records. N \ — 6 
—_——————————______ 6 QG i 


Robert T. Conner, former Deceq 7A i 
plant exec, has been named man= 











€ iB. OD 
ager of Muzak’s plant in Elizabeth z — 
town, Ky. 0 8 
9 10 
. ~ ra - 
Musi 
a . 11 14 
usic Leaders 9 '*— 
lam 
Continued from page 35 12 
designed to push sheet musi@ 14 
Coin to finance the contest wou'@ 
be contributed by the major pute 
lishing firms and successtul 500 ee 
writers / 

Another proposal has _ bee On | 
aimed at getting all disk reta 
stores to stock sheet music Vani Contin 
trade execs, however, are wary Be ers n 
tieing up with the disk facet of the , ‘ 

. eae ; is an MeCar 
business since all previous joigft 
promotions by publishers  art@'s, Lake 
ciskeries have resulted in on@ej weeks , 


sided advantages for platter saleg yecord J 
over sheet music That's been. Carol 
especially true of personal Deh anniver: 
pearances in department stores bytists Corp. 
name singers who have been, Will Bae 
chiefly interested in pushing thete, Colorada 
current disks tember Q 
Predicament of the sheet musfe’@e!ourg, 
: for four \ 
end of the business has been highs 


lighted by the virtual disappear ae 
ance of the 1,000,000 copy-seller 
since the end of the war. Smash 
hits nowadays are lucky to reaeh 
the 400,000 copy mark, signifyiag 
a sharp drop in revenue for the) 


publishing houses that derive thdie| 
bread-and-butter from sheet Mushe | 
sales. | 
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> THE ‘BUDDING’ SONG HIT 


a7 


“THANKS, 
MR. FLORIST” 


Vaughn Monroe, RCA-Victor 
Jack Owens, Decca 


WHISPERING 
RAIN 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 4 
1619 Broadway New York WF , 


> 
A 
va 
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From 20th Century-Fox's 
“WABASH AVENUE” 
recorded by 


JAN GARBER Capitol 
EDDY HOWARD Mercury 
DANNY KAYE Decca 
KAY KYSER .__..... _ Columbia 
BENNY LEE ..................London 
ART LUND M-G-M 
FREDDY MARTIN | RCA Victor 





LEO FEIST, INC. 








EDDY MANSON'S 


“Talking Harmonica’ | 





Thanks, Columbie Records. 
for the Swell Hit 


“1 Found My Mama"? 


MARGERY WELLES 
At the Piano 
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eccq 1 _ “It Isn't Fair” (Words-Music) = on eae a 39 
nag= 7B _ “Knew You Were Coming” (Rob't) _ 2a . i. Ce +. | CO 
et the “Sentimental Me” (Knick’bock’r) sas  peemsememerrssce: ipeetamaernem: 
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- __ Wanterin’ ” (Republic) | Sarak pte s 
11 _“E Wanna Be- Loved” (Supreme) ries — .. ©@6©69 
t _ “Sunshine Cake” _(Burke- VH) pa Pace’ a 
= 13 “Se Nice to Have a Man” (Mortis) ck oe reaes Cw geubinmea 
u 3 14 “Count Every Star” (Paxton) / eet ae 6 
pul 
— ss - | Hollywood chores at Palladium. 
a On the Upbeat | Ina Ray ) orch, a Wald woopens Tommy Dor- 
ote | playing four nights weekly at A idling Casino Gardens tonight (30), 
args Continued from page 40 = gon terpery, reoptioned by Gordon With Dale Brodie and his Dixieland 
\ ea. for four weeks . . .| “Pop” July Five as intermission combo... 
ean MeCarthy to Delevan Gar- Crew gets $2,500 weekly including | Frank =e orch played a veg 
id's; Lake Delevan, June 9 for | KTLA Frankie Yancovic’s as dae ae rey: eo 
ne) Harry Myerson in polka crew starts a series of Thurs- eee, ee eee 


1 
sa'@S yecord 


been 
ih 


their 


nuste 


hits OFF 


delburg, 


Jack Fina on M-G-M/| day night polka dates at Mocambo 
Barry celebrated her | June 15. 
anniversary with the General | house Five Plus Two for 
‘s bytists Corp. office here last week | ‘night Charleston kicks ... 
beem, Will Back into Broadmoor ho- : 
Colorado Spring, June 24 to | one-nighter 
tember 


9... Leo Peiper to | day 


Jackson, Miss., June/ eastern nitery 
- weeks. Lamare i 


| Auld’s Hawaiian 


is using Fire- 
Monday 
Angie 
troupe played 
i Lodge Fri- 
shoving off f 
Nappy 
* two-beat relief | Carpenter got a flat $1,000 for one- 


vocalizing . . . Saddle and Sirloin, 
Glendale, cancelled Pete Daily 


_after maestro’s failure to appear 


on a few occasions during last five 
weeks. Pact was voided after Daily 


| failed to show and later phoned in 


his regrets from Seattle ... Ike 





Pied Piper in Jive 

An AP dispatch from Frank- 
fort, reports that 3,000 West 
German youths invaded Frank- 
fort to hear Duke Ellington 
who arrived by train from 
Paris for local bookings. 

Some students and _ jazzo- 
philes also came from Ham- 
burg, Munich and Cologne and 
even some from the _ Soviet 
zone defied the Communist 
propaganda machine’ which, 
like Hitler, looks upon Ameri- 
can jazz as “degenerate.” 








niter 


bold, 


Canm Ciud... 


Cleveland 


Bob Opitz, former bandmaster, 
played musical swansong in pinch- 
hitting for sick drummer in Guy 
Lombardo’s crew Sunday (28) 
Crystal Beach Park, O., Opitz giv- 
ing up drums to become sales man- 
ager of Nu-Grain Co. for west-of- 
Cleveland territory 


Saturday (27) at Elk’s State 
convention, Prescott, Ariz. 


. Harry Sey- 
recovered from nervous 
breakdown, reorganized orch 
Green Darby Club... Both Hal 
MecIntyre’s crew and Al Morgan, 
pianist, at Skyway Lounge Club 
for four weeks... 
Tune-Toppers signed to do four 
sides for Mercury in Chicago, after 
12-day stay at Henry George’s 
Lloyd Myers’ Ara- 
gon ballroom, with air-cooling sys- 
tem installed, to stay open this 
summer on full-time schedule for 
first time in 20 years. For 20th 
anniversary Myers pencilling Char- 
lie Spivak Sunday; June 11, Tom- 
my Carlyn; June 18, Ray Robbins: 
June 25, Billy Bishop .. . 
Benedict’s band, from WLW, re- 
opened Chippewa Lake Park’s | 
ballroom, now operated by Ace 
Brigode, former bandmaster 
Frankie Yankovic taking Sonny 
Schaefer, local baritone, with his 
Columbia polkateers. on tour 
Los Angeles, opening at Aragon 
ballroom in early June. 


Joe Di Lalla’s 


Gardner 


Solid Dance Band Grosses in Midwest 
Lift Lower-Priced Crews to % Bracket 


Pickup in dance band activity 
this summer is being reflected most 
sharply in the midwest. Promoters 
from that area are cashing in with 


/ solid grosses which, in many cases, 


are lifting the bands into the per- 
centage category. Upbeat in the 
take has been so marked that even 
the lower-priced musicrews are get- 
ting some of the extra gravy. 

Larry Fotine’s orch, which has 
been playing for minimum guaran- 
tees ranging up to $600, has hit 
the percentage jackpot in five out 
of seven bookings to date. Tiny 
Hill’s orch has also been pulling 
strongly in a one-niter swing 
through that territory. 

Test for the bigger name bands 
will be had when Art Mooney’s 
orch tees off his series of midwest 
bookings early in June. 





Barton Bros. Disk 
Ist English Platter 

The Barton Bros., who hereto- 
fore have recorded only. Yiddish 
comedy numbers, have waxed their 
first English platter, for Apollo 
Records, N. Y. Pair, who scored 
several years ago with their Yid- 
dish recording of “Joe and Paul,” 
have plattered “The Tip Song” and 
“The Subway Song,” both with 
English lyrics. Team also record- 
ed two new Yiddish tunes, “Why 
Do I Care” and “Cleaned and 
Pressed.” 

The Three Riffs, having parted 
company with Atlantic Records, 
N. Y., turned out their first four 
sides for Apollo last week. Trio, 


| which recently finished a lengthy 


® 


i|stand at Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y., 
| waxed “Cherry in My Lemon and 


Lime,” backed by “Jumping Jack,” 
and “Barbecued Ribs,” backed by 
“Drifting.” Lou Elliott, former 
songstress with Duke Ellington's 
orch, also made her first solo wax- 
ing for Apollo last week. 





Peter Hanley, baritone new- 
comer, has been pacted by RCA 
Victor. 
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WAKE UP—HERE'S A SLEEPER 


Groucho Marx guested on Bing Crosby’s January 11th program and they sang this 1914 Irving Berlin 
oldie as a duet. The result was an avalanche of fan mail. Se much so, Bing repeated it on his March 8th 


broadcast with his son Gary. 


The recording companies got busy and here are the available records, with more to follow: 


ene 
COLUMBIA ............0..00-eeeeeees m 


Jo Stafford with Starlighters 
Dinah Shore 


VICTOR 


eeeeeeeeeee POPP R PERO EEE Cee eee 





Vlords and Musto ty Srving Berlin 


CORAL ....... .....Bob Crosby with Georgia Gibbs 
weeePhil Harris 


Nis Sleeper woke us uft, de 


WAKE UP—HERE'S A SLEEPER 


IRVING BERLIN “sce Corporation 


165 0 


BROADWAY, 


NEW YORK ; ; 
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Night Club Reviews 


Shelburne Lounge. N. ¥. 
(SHELBURNE HOTEL) | 
Patricia Bright. Golden Gate 
Quartet, Robert Maxwell, Norman 
Wallace. Cy Coleman Trio; mini 
miune $3.50. 


The Shelburne Lounge will call 
it a finale for the seasen with cur 
rent show and it’s a_sufficientls 
strong display to serve as a come- 
on when the spot resumes activity 
in the fall. Cafe has booked a 
brace of standard acts for its exit 
The combination provides relaxing 
entertainmen, For an intimerile 
such as the SL there’s sutficient 
variety and good pacing 

Patricia Bright, plaving a repeal 
here, has added stature via dou 


bling from the legit revue rick 
ets Please.’ There's some g00d 
cafe materia in this rickets” 
which Miss Bright uses here to 
good advantage An example is 


“When You Go which she em 
plovs to get herself on the right 
side of the crowd. Probably her 
strongest bit is still the French 
chanteuse satire, which garners 
yocks. Generally, Miss Bright en 
hances her standing as a saloon 
entertainer with this Shelburne 
stand. 

tobert Maxwell, another enter 
tainer who has previously appeared 
in intimeries. plays a hep harp. 
He's good on boogie, mountain mu 
sic, classics and pops, all to neat 
returns. He also controls a unique 
lighting arrangement of multi-col- 
ored spots from a foot-pedal which 
helps dramatize the more serious 
numbers 

The Golden Gate Quartet. the 
Negro singing group, also fits this 
room's requirements, Their spiritu- 
als carry authority by virtue of ex- 
cellent arrangements and good in 
dividual voices The, alternate 
with pops to: healthy response 

Norman Wallace, here since the 











VIC HYDE 


“Dynamic American, Vic Hyde, stung 
to life the show.” 
Manchester Dispatch. 
Currently 
PALLADIUM, LONDON 
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room’s opening, continues to gain 
savvy as a performer. His French 
chansons are niftily done and hit 
with the payees. 

Cy Coleman. backed by guitar 
and bass. provides some oft the 
most colorful arrangements in 
town. His keyboarding is imagina- 
tive and compels attention. 

Jose.@ 


Latin Quarter. Boston 
Boston, May 25. 
Joe E, Lewis with Austin Mack, 
Lou Wills Jr., Judy Lynn, Curt 
Jons Dancers (6). Dave Lester 
Orel 8). Don Rico Trio $4 min 


The perennial Joe E. Lewis is 
back for his annual visit, and as 
usual, is grabbing plenty of solid 
vocks via zany parodies. Guy has 
a following here and his material 
alwavs clicks 

With a voice that will never be 
a threat to Pinza. he gives out with 
several of the “South Pacific” 
score. “Nothing Like a Dame,” 
“Wondertul Guy" switched to 
“Wrong Kind of Guy.” “Bali Hai” 
and “Some Enchanted Evening,” 
all with Ivries tailored strictly to 
nightclub addicts Interwoven in 
rest of stint is his usual array ot 
gags and ad libs anent his horse 


playing proc:ivities with “Ghost 
tiders in the Sky” (“Our Bookie’s 
Going to Die”) among the top 
laughgetters Also includes such 


familiars as “Wild About Harry” 
and “Ballerina.” begging off with 
zanv “Rag Mop.” Solid reaction 
throughout 

Outstanding among surrounding 
lineup is Lou Wills, Jr.. a nifty 
acro terpster, with a solid turn 
Kid does nicely in Ray Bolger and 
Fred Astaire routines, but his forte 
is difficult acro tricks Bows. off 
with a boff sesh of “full twisting 
butterflies.” Works hard but grabs 
solid reaction. Judy Lynn is okay 
in vocal spot, ‘“‘Lady Is a Tramp” 
and “Porgy” netting nice reaction 
The Curt Jons dancers repeat the 
blues and jungle routines they did 
last week. Dave Lester showbacks 
nicely, splitting customer dance 
chores with Don Rico Trio. Biz 
g00d Ehe. 


La Rue. XN. ¥. 
Alex D'Arcy, Bernie Dolen Orch, 
Artie Arturos Orcl > $3 miNTNUM 


Alex D’Arev is the lone act of 
the current bill, and despite his 
comparative cafe inexperience, he 
acquits himself well. D’Arcy has a 
baritone voice that couldn’t, per- 
haps, fill a large spot, but an inti- 
mate cafe like La Rue seems ideal 
for him. It's been only a few 
months since he made his cate 
bow, at the Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
but he has acquired considerable 
savvy since. 

D'Arcy leans toward romantic 
ballads, and he’s particularly ac- 
ceptable for the distaff side, con- 
sidering his good looks, charming 
Gallic manner and overall person- 
ality. Being of French background, 
he naturally leans to French num- 
bers. He gets by in all departments. 

There are two orchs. Bernie Do- 
len does the “show” tunes, and does 
them well behind D’Arcy, while 
Artie Arturos does a nifty accomp 
for the Latin dansapations. Kahn. 
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| Empress Club, London 
| London, May 19. 

Sylvie St. Claire, Robert More- 
ton, Phil Phillips, Stephan Grapel- 
ly Quintet, Ravel Terry Orch; no 
DELGTOLPPVIUL DD: 

Unlike most London night spots 
which generally rely upon a single 
act, a trio of artists comprise lay- 
out at newly-opened Dove Room, 
topped by Sylvie St. Claire, cur- 
rently playing femme lead in the 
legit revue, “Latin Quarter.” 

Slick 45-minute show is emceed 
by Robert Moreton, slow-talking 
deadpan comic, who garners most 
of his laughs by failing to com- 
plete yarns Act is neatly timed and 
serves as an effective intro to sultry 
songstress, Miss St. Claire. 

Parisian chanteuse’ picks’ her 
songs to match the atmosphere. 
Her rich style gives particular 
warmth to “Do You, Do You, Do 
You.” Easily her best item is a 
monolog on feline courtship, which 
registers plenty laughs. 

Phil Phillips, garbed as a scare- 
crow, does his vocals plus guitaring 
in boisterous style. Scores’ with 
own version of “A-You’re Adora- 
ble.” “Woody Woodpecker” and 
“Naomi.” 

Show is modestly staged, but 
lighting effects are creditable. Mu- 
sical accompaniment by Stephan 
Grapelly Quintet and Ravel Terry 
Orch is also okay Myro. 


Yine Gardens. Chi 
Chicago, May 26. 


Willie Shore Beavie Savon. Rice 
Sisters (2). Mel “Cole Orch (4); 
prontinoin $2.50, cover 50c 


While in the past few vears 
slight comedian Willie Shore has 
been a headliner at the larger 
bistro, Chez Paree, this small 
room is a perfect showcase for 
the more intimate quips and rou- 
tines that have been lost in more 
spacious spots Shore, work- 
ing through the show, seems to be 
part of the audience, talking to 
customers and ribbing the boss, for 
solid returns. He has some quickies 
on the local grand jury situation, 
iccompanied by neat parody of 
“Heat Wave.” called the “Heat's 
On.” He reminisces about the 
neighborhood, which he grew up in. 
for a nice touch. However, it’s still 
the oldies, top of which is the fine 
panto on the pinball machine ad- 
dict, which registers best. Crew 
cut buffoon still socks with his 
clever carbonings of Pat Rooney, 
Sr., in the sottshoe dance and the 
shivver dance of Joe Frisco Had 
to beg off 

Beazie Saxon hasn't been seen 
around these parts for a few years 
and torchy blonde registers with 
vocalizing. especially impresh_ ol 
Sophie Tucker's “Some One of 
These Davs.” “Alexander's Rag- 
time Band” and the _ like. She 
should forsake her pop selections 
and for more variety add a eom 
edv selection or two. 

Rice Sisters. two blondes. over- 
come the handicap of small space 
to get a niftv hand for their econ- 
trol dancing and acro wotk. Gals 
work fast and splits ending with 
sister perched atop shoulder of 
the other is strong. Mel Cole orch 
does a neat backing job and dou 
bles for the dance sessions, which 
are heavy on the rhumbas. Zabe. 
Folies Bergeres. Mont l 

Montreal, May 2+ 

Lane Bros. (2), Dod Dodson, De 
val, Merl & Lee, Tony Bavaar, Joy 
Skylar, Donn Arden Dancers (8) 
Johnny Laurendeau Orch, Franl 
Ravenda Trio: $1 admission 

Present lavout at the Folies is 
the neatest entertainment package 
offered to date and with a sock 
Arden line handling productions, 
lavish boite should build steadily. 

The acts take a close second to 
the show girls this week and all 
numbers are whammed over. by 
the nifty terping of Joy Skylar who 
adapts her ballet routines neatly 
for salvos. Costumes are. okay, 
look fresh and are sufficiently re- 
vealing to hold attention. Tony 
Bavaar gives a hefty boost to the 
gal routines with some sock piping. 
Guy has style and charm and gets 
terrif reception for his song selec- 
tions when he takes over in own 
stint. In a reom where the accent 
is on sight acts rather than the 
voealizers, Bavaar’s performance 
was standout on the night caught. 

The show starts off on a novelty 
kick with Dod Dodson and his ani- 
mals. A monkey and two dogs 
make up the group and go through 
the usual tricks The monkey, 
dressed in a chalk-striped suit and 
wearing a bored expression draws 
most of the yocks and lifts an 
otherwise standard session out of 
the rut. Devai, Merl and Lee open 
with a straight ballroom number 
but act disintegrates into some) 
heavy acro work consisting chiefly | 
_of tossing the femme around the 
‘room. Routines are fast, timing 
/ excellent and act is a cinch in this 
room. 

i} Closing is the Lane Brothers, 


who work hard and fast. Duo of- 
fer an okay group of acro numbers 
that for the most vart are unappre- 
ciated until they clinch things 
with a double rope-skipping trick 
done with one partner on the floor 
and the other a handstand on his 
shoulders. Johnny  Laurendeau 
crew plays a good show and shares 
dance sets with the Ravenda trio. 
Newt. 
Cafe Society. N. Y. 

Teddy Wilson, Timmie Rogers, 
Mabel Scott, J. C. Heard Quartet; 
minimum, $3.50 





Downtown club has one of its 
best shows of recent weeks in Ted 
dv Wilson, Timmie Rogers and Ma- 
bel Scott. Lineup has good balance 
in the exuberant personalities ol 
Rogers and Miss Scott and the 
quiet pianistic stvlings of Wilson. 
Latter headliner. spotted between 
the other performers, demonstrates 
his delicate and intricate keyboard 
ing on ae foursome of oldies, 
Cheek to Cheek. “Hallelujah,” 
‘Strange Interlude” and “Body and 
Soul.” His nimble digits dance 
lightly over the keys in distinctive 
arrangements that give the familiar 
selections a fresh and appealing 
sound, and win heavy palm patter 
from the jazzophiles. 

Miss Scott opens with plenty of 
animation doing ,her “Elevator Boo- 
gie’” number This lusty thrush 
puts body English into her vocals, 
which lean to the ftrank, out-for- 
love side. Ar origina! “Give Me 
a Man.’ has some amusing lvrics 
and is socked across With al- 
most 20 minutes of blues and boo- 
vie, she fits nicely into this spot. 

fogers exhibits a great deal of 
energy and goes over well, as evl- 
denced by his several appearances 
here. He does a cute’ parody of 
“It’s Magic,” which can be im- 
proved by a funnier ‘and less 
blue) punchline. Another takeoff, 
“Cry of the Wild Booze,” clicks 
solidly, as does a number on a 
ducky buckaroo, spoofing cowpokes 
who ride sidesaddle. Finale is a 
jump tune in which Rogers effec- 
tively kids the gymnastics of Lionel 
Hampton and Illinois Jacquet. 

J. C. Heard’s four-piece combo 
gives the acts good support. 

Bril, 
Golden. Reno 
Reno, Mav 16 

Ann Triola, Cliff Ferre, McNalli 
Sisters, Hector & Pals, Les Park- 
er’s Orch (6), Bob Manner’s Music 
Makers (4): no cover or mintimum. 

Clay Rameau isn’t waiting for 
Reno’s official summer season to 
start his “star’’ bookings at the 
Golden Theatre Restaurant. Realiz- 
ing icnat competition will be plenty 
tough in another six weeks, with 
Lake Tahoe wide open and the new 
Riveiside bowing in July 1, Ram- 
beau is out to build a rep while 
things are quiet. 

Currently drawing capacity biz is 
a show headed by Ann Triola, the 
“Wha’ Hoppened Girl.” She comes 
on in a strapless gown and scores 
with a bunch of fine novelty tunes, 
most of which customers have not 
heard before. Things like “I’m the 
Laziest Gal in Town” and “He's 
Got Ten Million in His Name,” 
sold with plenty punch, brings 
her back for a couple of encores. 
With one of them she proves she 
can do a straight number as well 
as a novelty tune, 

Cliff Ferre is a handsome and 
casual young man, who opens show 
with a fast welcome song. He 
danced in “Panama Hattie” and 
does a tap to -“Night and Day,” 
which is nothing extraordinary, but 
he still manages to sell. He sings 
his two London Recordings, “Lyin’ 
Kisses” and “Two-faced Heart” to 
nice returns. 

Hector and Pals are a dog act. 
This one is the same old routine 
with flipping, jumping, prancing 
canines, highlighted by one origi- 
nal stunt. This dog knocks out on 
a bell the number ot peeple sit- 
ting at certain tables, and also 
rings out the number customers 
think of (but whisper to Hector). 
Although the patter and pooches 
sound and look the same, it ap- 
pears audiences never tire of such 


Mayiair Room. Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTE;) 


Chicago, May » 
Carl Brisson, Dick LaSali» ¢ 
(10); minimum $3.50, cone, + 


’ 
direh 





Carl Brisson pays one of } 
riodic visits to the Mayfair; 
and a packed house, large|, 
sold audience. They expect 
deliver, and the tall Dane 
through solidly. 

Brisson is « showman. From the 
moment he comes on toa the 
bow-off, he’s in complete contys) 
of the audience. Every move is ¢4|. 
culated to bring out the most 4, }- 
matic mood, or the most pleasing 
as the case may be. Occasions 
breaks in his voice even 
add to the dramatic effect 

Brisson is on about 50 minute 
during which he has the undivided 
attention of the audience. He 
his own standards, like “All of 4 
Sudden My Heart Sings and “A 
Pink Cocktail for the Blue Lady 
\t one point though, he has {he 
staid room in something of an yp. 
roar as he has them join in on 4 
community sing for ‘Cruising 
Down the River” and “Oh You 
Beautiful Doll,” and hands 95vyer 
the mike to a few inebriated 
tomers for solos. 

One number is especially effec. 
tive. Called the “Telephone Num- 
ber,” it has Brisson singing with 
portable mike in one hand and 4 
telephone in the other. As spo! 
takes Brisson to far side of the 
floor, it floods a table set for two 
about whom Brisson is_ singing, 
Lighting for alf numbers is good 
Chan 
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Bop City, N. ¥. 

Billy Eckstine, Herbie Field¢ 
Orch (7), Mary Lou Williams Tri »: 
98c. general admission: $2.50 min. 
LewemM. 


Making another of his period ap- 


pearances at this jazz emporium, 
Billy Eckstine is. still jamming 
spot’s bleachers with his juve fans 
and solidly filling the tables with 
(Continued on page 46) 
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RUSTY 
FIELDS 


“The One Man Show” 


Currently: 
FIFTH RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


CAVE O' THE WINDS 
CHICAGO 


Direction: AL DVORIN 
54 West Randolph St., Chicago 














Wally Overman 
COLORS IN RHYTHM 


ON TOUR 

ALWAYS WORKING 
Booked Solid September, 1950, 
to June, 1951 























ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Week June 2, MOOSE CLUB, Erie Pa 














acts. Caught Palace anniversary show and 
Closer is the MeNalli Sisters, | was amazed they had vaudeville 
in routine of loud hillbilly songs. Dir.: Kalcheim & Smith 
Curt. —— 
—— 
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Bill Miller's Joe Miller 


Bill Miller got lucky for a couple of seasons at the Riviera. a 
Jersey roadhouse, because the weather was right, but he hasn't 
peen « oing so well now that the rains are coming more frequently 


to New Yorkers and Jerseyites alike. 
any hotdog stand or roadhouse. 


Hot weather is a natural for 
It's the best attraction’ Now 


that the rainmakers, or nature, have been giving the metropolitan 
New York area more than its share of the Jupiter Pluvius act, 
inn managers like Miller—who has partners for the real money— 


get nervous. 


So nervous in fact that because his tired opening bill was 
panned in the tradepapers, Miller refused them subsequent press 


courtesies. 


His pressagents, who seemingly can agent only what 


Miller thinks should be their function with the press, aver that 


Miller’s vagary is born more of a 
But they are not too convincing that maybe the real 


tradepapers. 


feeling that he doesn’t need the 


reason is that Miller, a former actor and later an agent before he 
promoted a bankroll to take over the Riviera roadhouse, just can’t 


stand a bad notice. 


Maybe his moneymen are starting to have worries about the 


type of shows he books. 


all right in a smaller room, the Clover Club in 
but which is road company entertainment 
it was presented—for hep New 


upon the Riviera as big league. 


Especially that opening bill 


Which did 
Miami Beach, 
in the manner in which 
Yorkers who heretofore looked 
The second and current show is 


headed by Tony Martin, and other names will ensue. all of whom 


are better showmen, inherently, 


not to fancy having inept road- 


house managers behave so unshowmanly with the tradepapers, the 


lifeline of their craft. 


The Bill Millers certainiy don’t think that anv tradepaper, if it 
wants to see or get into any place badly enough, is going to be kept 


away by a press discourtesy. 


Headwaiters and captains, because 


of the floating nature of their careers, will more than make sure 


that such press representatives 


-whether check-grabbers or “mai- 
son’’—-are handsomely taken care of. 


Everybody seems to know 


about those things but the Bill Millers. Or is it now Joe Miller? 





Panic Hits Det. Nite Spots; Bowery 
Closed by Receiver, Duke's Dubious 


Detroit, May 30. 
The Bowery, top nitery, was 
closed last week by a receiver ap- 


pointed by Federal court. Club's 
owner, Mrs. Dorothy’ Barbaro, 
whose divorced husband, Frank, 


fouhded the Bowery in 1934, said 
she hoped to reopen the club in 10 
davs. 

“I'll either take in a partner or 
sell the license and rent the build- 
ing.’ she said. Mrs. Barbaro had 
operated nitery since 1947. 

The cafe had been losing $500 
to $600 a week, according to Wil- 
liam C. Maguire, receiver appoint- 
ed after Mrs. Barbaro filed a bank- 
ruptey petition. At that time, she 
revealed the club had liabilities of 
$70.634 and assets of $18.645. 

Mrs. Barbaro blamed _= several! 
things for the revenue decline 
which locked the doors. She said 
the recent 100-day Chrysler strike 
had caused a Severe decline in pa- 
tronage. 

Meanwhile, another Detroit-area 
nitery, the Four Dukes Supper 
Club, was struggling to keep its 
doors open. Paul Sanderson, the 
receiver appointed by Circuit 
court, said he had hoped that the 
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For All Branches of Theatricals 
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e@ “HOW TO MASTER THE CERE- 
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'club could work off its $100,000- 


plus debts “if our crediturs give 
us time.” 

Sanderson recently enlarged 
shows in an effort to bring in more 
biz. The first two weeks of the 
new policy have shown a good re- 
sponse, Sanderson reported. 


Equity, AGVA in Tangle 


Over Jurisdiction On 
Talent for Cony. Shows 


Actors Equity and American 
Guild of Variety Artists are due 
for a jurisdictional squabble. Both 
unions are expected to tangle on 
Equity’s resolution of last week in 
which the legit-actors’ 
clared that convention shows are 
within its jurisdiction. AGVA, in 
return, claims these shows are in 
the club-date categorv and must be 
run under that union's regulations. 

Equity, however, set a line of 
demarcation on its jurisdiction of 
convention programs bvy stating its 
resolution refers to the revue-tvpe 
displays ir which performers are 
given lines and _ skits, costumes, 
props, music, ete., and in which a 
firm's products are discussed or its 
personnel la. pooned. 

Equity further explained that 
when vaude acts come in and do 
their own material, AGVA’s juris- 
diction will apply. 

Issue will probablv go to the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America for final adjudication. 


FOX, DETROIT, PUTS 
BACK STAGE SHOWS 


Detroit. May 30. 

Recent settlement of the Chrvys- 
ler automobile plant strike has 
caused the Fox theatre. Detroit, to 
resume vaude shows on a _ spot 
basis. First show slated for that 
house in some time goes in June 
16 with Alan Young, Eileen Barton 
and Liberace headlining. 

Other shows are being contem- 
plated. 
Wilson, Wright Pacted 

For European Dates 


Julie Wilson, who opened Mon- 


day (29) at the Astor-Colony clubs, | 


London. has beer set for the Palm 
Beach Casino, Cannes, during July. 
Other U. S. entertainers are slated 
for same display. 

Also set for the Astor-Colony is 
Martha Wright, who opens there 
Aug. 7. Both deals were set by 
Baron Polan in conjunction with 
the Lew & Leslie Grade Agency 
of London New York branch of 
the Grade office headed by Eddie 
handled the details. 

Polan has also booked Kay 
Thompson for a stand at Les Am- 
dassadeurs, Paris, June 12. 

Amos Milburn orch pacted for 
the Apollo, N. Y., beginning Friday 
(2). 





union de- | 


Clover Club, Miami, 


Razed by 37G Fire 
Miami, May 30. 

Jack Golaman’s year ‘round 
mainland spot, the Clover Club, 
was damaged by fire Wednesday 
(24). Damage was estimated at 
$37,000. 

The Vagabonds and Sid Gould 
were due to open there this week, 
but will come back after Goldman 
repairs and rebuilds spot, expected 
to be done in four weeks. 


Benny Unit's 
Mild $9,000 
In Cleve. Stand 


Cleveland, May 30. 

Jack Benny hit the first setback 
on his current tour at the Civic 
Auditorium here Sunday (28). A 
crowd estimated at under 4,000 
paid a reported $9,000, at a $3.70 
top, which was far below expécta- 
tions. 

Reasons for the lag ts ascribed 
to warm weather and the fact that 
Benny was seen here two years ago 
at the RKO Palace at vaudfilm 
prices. 

Appearance was sponsored by 
the Kiwanis Club of Cleveland 
Heights for its underpriveleged 
children’s charities. Benny gave 
the organization a personal check 
for $500. 





$15,900 Toledo Gross 
Toledo, May 30. 

Benny’s Toledo stop Saturday 
(27) at the Sports Arena hit $15.- 
900 at a $4.80 with 6,300 attend- 
ing. While gross was okay, it was 
considerably below the record at 
that spot established Jan. 29 when 
Bob Hope hit $23,750. 





Rainy Holiday Murders Mountain Biz, 
AGVA’s Hiked Scale No Solace Either 


Gross of New York mountain re- 
sorts was rained out over the Me- 
morial Day (Tues.) weekend. Takes 
simmered down to a negligible por- 
tion of the anticipated coup. Slow- 
down started Sunday (28), when 
overcast skies caused some to re- 
consider plans, and the rainy Mon- 
day completed the washout. 

The heliday grosses were off in 
all but a handful of the larger 
hotels, which would have filled up 
even if it wasn’t a holiday. Some 
inns which scheduled shows can- 
celled out, and the bookers had to 
unload acts. Since many contracts 
were pay or play, agents trans- 
ferredgcontracts wherever possible, 
frequently at a loss. 

The losses suffered in the borscht 
belt because of the weather is con- 
sidered a minor matter in compari- 
son with problems being raised by 
the American Guild of Variety 


Mae West’s Biamoul Li | 


Casino in Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 30. 

Mae West is planning to operate 
a casino and nitery in a new $1,- 
000,000 establishment being blue- 
printed for this city. Spot will be 
called Mae West's Diamond Lil 
Casino and Restaurant. 

It's believed Miss West is being 
backed in the venture by a syndi- 
cate. Attorney Charles Catt has 
been retained to form a corpora- 
tion to be headed by Miss West 

Actress is planning to come here 
at the conclusion of her run in 
“Diamond Lil,” which closes in 
Boston, Saturday (4). 


Artists, which is 
(Wed.) with 


meeting today 
representatives of 
mountain hotel men to effect a 
new code. Previously, the union 
had told the innkeepers that, un- 
less an agreement was reached by 
Friday (2), all spots would be 
placed on the unfair list unless 
they booked acts under the new 
setup. 

Among the conditions sought bv 
the union are $30 per engagement 
minimum in class A hotels for sin- 
gles; $50, doubles; $65, trios. In B 
hotels, $21.50 for each engagement; 
$37.50 for doubles and $47.50 for 
trios. In class A hotels, social di- 
rectors are to get an $80 weekly 
minimum; assistants, $60, and staff 
performers, $50. In B inns, week- 
ly minimums are $65 for social di- 
rectors: assistants, $52.50 and $50 
for staff performers. 

Other conditions sought by 
AGVA include rooms’ ‘above 
ground level with hot and cold 
running water) and board, trans- 
portation to be furnished, or if an 
act travels in his own car and pro- 
vides transportation for ether acts, 
performer riding them gets 7c per 
mile. Insurance for performers 
to cover accidents during the date 
is to be provided by the employer. 
Union also demands that no per- 
former shall be required to work 
in any spot other than designated 
in the contract. 

Union is also seeking employee 
classification for all talent. Where 
a package producer hires the acts, 
he shall be the employer. If an 
agent or innkeeper hires the tal- 
ent, then he is the employer, and 
shall be responsible for the social 
security, workmen’s compensation 
and unemployment insurance 
levies. 























LATIN QUARTER 
468TH STREET AND BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK 


TELEPHONE CIRCLE 6°1737 


May 25,1950 


Mre Freddie Fields, 
MCA Artistseltde, 
S98 Madison Avenue, 


New York Citye 


Deer Freddie’ 


1 so seldom pat anyone on the back, especially 
agents, but I feel compelled to write to yous 


You know how strenuously |! object to playing 
single singing women, and how fearful | was of 


the Eileen Barton engegement. 


So let me publicly tell you that never, 


many years that | 
walked out of here with the fond recollection thet 


have been around 


we have of Eileen. 


1 don't know whether her sensational 
woncertul performance, or her personal charm 
caused so many people to ask us when, and how 
soon, we were bringing her back. But, whatever 
want you to know that w 


the reason, | 


return date a8 soon as possible. 


Singe, @ 


LATIN QUARTER CAFE, INC. 


y 


in the 
hes enyone 


her 


record, 


ke 8 








... thank you LOU WALTERS, 


Press Relations: BRAVEMAN-NORTON 


EILEEN BARTON 


Direction: M.C.A. 


er alr 





44 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 31, 1950 





Cafes With Gaming Casinos Under 
Wraps Til Senate Probe Blows Over 


The Senate probe of interstate 
tieups of gambling interests is put- 
ting the chill on the nitery indus- 
try in various parts of the country. 
Bonitaces with casino adjuncts are 
curtailing talent budgets because 
of uncertainty of continued opera- 
tions Some spots have already 
shuttered, others are carrying on 
casinos, but with no 
of turning a profit, while other sea- 
sonal operations failed to open be- 


hope 


xitnoutl 


cause of the investigation 

Effect is being felt in all talent 
agencies The gaming spots pro- 
‘ 4 iucrative outiet ofr top 
ta i gal lines Name turns 
201 than their regular saia- 
t 3 spots since theyv were 
used as lures for the more lucra- 
tive operation behind the swing- 
Ing Goo 

One of the ajor questions will 
be the fate of Saratoga Springs, 
N. ¥ The okay on casino opera- 
tion hasnt been given as vet 
Whether officiai heat w force 
suspension of the green-felt opera- 
tions isn't known as yet 

Most Retrench on Talent 

One ot the hardest-hit areas is 
Virginia Beach. Va. In former 
years, cafes there ran full blast 
with name shows and bands. This 
year, because of no gaming ad- 
juncis talent employment has 
dwindled to the lowest point in 
years. Only cafe that is spending 
sizable coin for entertainment is the 
Cavalier club which is on a band 
polices Rest of the niteries which 
former): plaved headliners are 
either sitting season out by re- 





LANGS 


THE 





HELD OVER MILLER’S 
RIVIERA, FT. LEd, N. J. 
(until June 13th) 


Billboard, May 27, sez— 


"Sensational, exciting. 
Finished to big hands.”’ 


Direction: 


MILES INGALLS 
Hotel Astc’, New York 














maining closed or operating with 
low budgeted shows. 

Cafes in northern Kentucky in 
the Cincinnati area have also been 
hit The Beverly Hills 
Club, Newport, Ky., is playing out 
a contract it had with Ted Lewis, 


after which no other shows are 
planned. Other cafes in that area 
are closed or attempting to run 
without shows. 

Probably the only section not 


affected is Nevada where gambling 
is legal The Las Vegas and 
Reno cafes aren't expected 
urrent probe 


to be 
hit bv « 


CREAL NAMED HEAD 
OF N.Y. STATE FAIR 


Albany, May 30 

Assemblyman Harold L. Creal 
has been appointed director of the 
State Fair in Syracuse at an an- 
nual salary of $9,500. A graduate 
of Cornell University and owner of 
a farm near Homer, Creal succeeds 
Bligh A. Dodds, who on May 4 re- 
signed after many years in the 
post, to become executive secre- 
tary of the commission arranging 
New York State’s participation in 
the Washington, D. C., sesqui- 
centennial celebration. 

Since Dodds stepped out, As- 
sistant Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture Parle C. Foster, who played 
an important part in last year’s 
full scale revival of the State ex- 
position, had been serving as act- 
ing fair director. Creal is a mem- 
ber of the committee on agricul- 
ture of the Lower House and is ac- 
tive in farm organizations. 

The 1950 fair will run from Sept. 
2 through Sept. 9. Total attend- 
ance in excess of 500,000 eXx- 
pected 


N.Y. Publicists Guild To 
Set Up Code for Clients 


is 





The recently organized Pub- 
licists Guild. organization of N. Y. 
pressagents, has passed a resolu- 
tion calling for mandatory con- 
tracts between flacks and clients 
of not less than three-months’ du- 
ration. Effective date, however, 


will be Jan. 2 of next year because 
of the group's desire to acquaint 
acts, trade organizations and _ tal- 
ent unions with their aims. 

Sole exception to the three- 
month clause will be for perform- 
ers doing theatre dates only which 
will most likely be on a per-engage- 
ment basis since stands in vaude 
presentation houses are for shorter 
periods. 

Group currently working on 
minimum scale and committee 
expected to submit its program 
shortly for ratification. 


W-A’s Policy Switch 

Wedgwood Room of the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel, N. Y., will go 
on a two-show nightly policy when 
the spot reopens Oct. 2. Room had 


is 


Is 





been doing a midnight only dis- 
play. 
Opening show for the room is 


vet to be set. 























" ~. a wholesome sort of a 


New Orleans Item: 
“ 


| ” 





Now Enjoying Four Weeks 
at the “Blue Room” 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL, NEW ORLEANS 


OT 


New Orleans Times Picayune, May 5, 1950: 


and a captivating appearance.” 


. @ captivating young soprano singer. 
possesses the particular talent of making you 
feel that she’s singing directly to you.” 


| New Orleans States: 
-».@ singer whose evident enjoyment 
of her work 
enthusiasm to her audiences. 
playing poise and natural show- 
manship, she impresses with 


lass with a rich soprano voice 


She | 


is communicated with 
Dis- 


her effortless style of de- 
livery.” 


Lois Lee 


Rep.: 
GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 








Sneed 














ee 


Country 


Mull Drive-In Circuit 
As New Outlet for Acts 


Drive-in theatres are adding tal- 


ent to hypo business. Sid Stone, 


pitchman on Milton 


sie, N. Y. 

Jack Kalcheim and Eddie Smith 
agency are currently lining up a 
number of drive-ins as an outlet 
for talent. 


RKO May Tour 
Palace Anni Bill 
In Other Houses 


Plans are underway to route the 
N. Y. Palace anniversary show, 
which winds up a two-week run at 
that house tonight ‘Wed.), into 
other houses of the RKO circuit. 
It’s figured that the heavy exploita- 
tion given unit during its Palace 
run will provide a good exploita- 
tion peg for the road tour. 

However. doubtful 
all performers will be able to make 





ils 


the tou Show comprises Belle 
Baker, Smith and Dale, Cliff 
“Ukelele Ike’ Edwards, Bill Calla- 
han, De Mattiazzis, Seven Marvels, 
Manuel and Marita Viera. 

Second week's’. gross for the 
anni show is expected to _ hit 
$25.000, considered excellent. First 
week pulled $30,900, a new high 


for the house since resumption of 
vaude. 
Show cpening tomorrow (Thurs.) 


will have Will Mahoney as head- 
liner Indications are that the 
Palace will now attempt to book 


Support bill in- 
Lucia, Harry 


weekly topliners 
cludes Martez and 
Stockwell, Loyal’s Stallions, Bob 
Evans, Baron and Bernay, Three 
Swifts and Carleton and Dell. Rob- 
ert Ross was originally booked in 
for this show, but was yanked in 
favor of a later date when Ma- 
honey was available. 


AGVA to Thresh Out 
Hassle Over Jackie Marlin 
Jackie Marlin, production singer 

current with the Johnny Weissmul- 

ler Watercade, is the subject of a 

tiff between Noel Sherman, Water- 

cade’s producer, and Sam Snyder, 
producer of “Water Follies.’’ Mar- 
lin originally signed with ‘‘Follies,” 
but since bond for that show hadn't 
been posted with the American 

Guild of Variety Artists, contract 

wasn’t operative. 

Marlin subsequently signed with 

Sherman, and now Snyder is de- 

manding that the singer honor pre- 


vious pact with hin. Issue has 
been thrown in the union’s lap, 
since both producers claim the 


right to his services. 

Curious angle in this controversy 
is the fact that Sherman and Sny- 
dev formerly were partnered. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 30. 

Kathlyn Bernard (ex of Staple- 
ton Sisters), wife of the late Mike 
Bernard, pianist. checked in for 
observation, after suffering a set- 
back. 

Among the veterans taking the 
bed routine in stride are Margie 
Regan. Ruth Wood, Rufus Weath- 
ers, Victor Gamba and Sig Mealy. 

tobert Pasquale resuming treat- 
ment after a 10-day furlough to 
Philadeiphia, where he visited the 





gang at the Felton theatre, of 
which he was manager when 
stricken ill. 

John (legit) Eaton, ex-Rogerite 


in frora Scranton, Pa., for a vacash 
and general check-up. Drew an 
all-clear and left to resume as an- 
nouncer on hometown station. 

_ Edwin tlATSE) Gaiser into the 
General hospital for second stage 


of thoracoplasty operation, and 
resting comfortably. 
Charlie Kaufthold, Harrisburg 


technician, deservedly proud of his 
floral display on the hospital lawn. 

“We the Patients” join in thanks 
to the Rothmans for the candy and 
gum received by patients of Va- 
riety Clubs hospital. 

Helen (Republic) Grupp back 
after 10 davs in N. Y. C. 

“The Amazing Mr. Ballantine” 
(Carl Kessler) has made reserva- 
tions to summer in the downtown 
colony at the Brown’s Camp on 
Lake Flower. 

After a year of progress John 
(Loew's) Rosenberg drew a 10-day 
‘furlough to Hartford, Conn. 
| Write to those who are ill. 


Berle’s tele-— 
show, has been set for a stand Fri- | 
day (2) at an ozoner in Poughkeep- | 


whether , 


j 


Atlantic City. May 30. 
Spots are beginning to open with 


name stars again on pier, life- 
guards on beach—with much sea- 
sonal activity here. although the 


,real biz boom won't get underway 
until July. 

Memorial Davy holiday, with vis- 
itors in numbers large enough to 
jam most hotels for a four-day pe- 
riod. was most encouraging. 


Steel Pier brought in Marion 
Hutton and Jack Douglas, plus 
Sammy Kave orchestra in the big 
ballroom. for four-day run, start- 
ing on Saturday. Pier offered its 
big amusement package for $1 un- 
til 6 pm., $1.25 after that, plus 
lax 

In the niteryv field Dude Ranch 
opened Saturday night (27) with 
Ben Cotey presenting an all-star 
western revue. Opening under 


UNION TO DISCIPLINE. 
AGENT FOR SUING ACT 


Nick Agneta is slated for dis- 
ciplinary action by the American 
Guild of Varietv Artists. June 13, 
as a result of his breach of con- 
tract suit against comedian Jack 
Carter. Litigafion was recently 
thrown out of court on the prem- 
ise that Agneta must first go 
through the arbitration machin- 


ery set up by Artists Representa- 
tives Assn. and AGVA. as provided 
in his franchises with union and 
agents’ group. 

Charge against Agneia will be 
violation of rules of union as stip- 
ulated in his tranchise with AGVA. 


Palomar, Seattle, Shifts 
To Spot Vaude Policy 


Seattle. May 30. 
Sterling 
here, will 

three weeks after 
headlining Eddie 
Benny Rubin, for 


vaud- 
stage 
cur- 
Pea- 
reno- 


chain 
drop 


Palomar, 
film house 
shows tor 
rent stanza 
body and 
vation 

Gene Krupa and band are set for 
week beginning June 26, with 
vaude beyond that time still unde- 
cided, although present plans en- 
vision booking of at least one week 
a month. 


Whiting’s 5G Chi Date 
Hollywood, May 30. 

Chirp Margaret Whiting will get 
$5,000 per frame for a fortnight’s 
p. a. at Chicago theatre, Chicago, 
starting July 14. 

It's her second vaudate, first hav- 
ing been several years ago at ihe 
KKO, Boston. 


Midwest Vaude Dates | 


Chicago, May 30. 

Manny Opper into the Town Ca- 
sino July 17... Rex Raymer opens 
at Beach Walk of Edgewater Beach 
hotel, June 9 Honeydreamers 
are working up a new act, staged 
by Fred Kelly, and will debut it at 
the Club Bali, Detroit, July 6 
Grey. Collins and Ames ¢avort at 
Helsings, June 2... Lorraine Me- 
Allister back at Magnum’s Chateau 
... Low, Hite and Stanley set for 
the Golden hotel. Reno, June 7... 
Gene Sheldon clowns at Minne- 
apolis Acquacade July 19... 
Mickey Sharp plays the Orpheum, 
Omaha, June 9... Johnny O’Brien 
repeats at Thunderbird, Las Vegas. 











Aug. 3. 

Cypress Gardens Water Thrill 
Show will be feature at the Chi- 
cago Lake Front Fair this sum- 
mer Mickey Deems, Nelle 


Fisher & Jerry Ross, Louise Hoff, 
Hamilton dancers and Jack Rusell 
are in cast of new Max Liebman 
revue, opening t the Palmer 
House, June 8... Beatrice Kay set 
for the Trocadero, Evansville, Ind.. 
June 9§ Harry Richman opens 
same date at the Lake Club. 
Springfield, Tl. . Denise Darcel 
and Wally Brown set for the Chi- 
cago theatre, June 9 , Mayfair 


Holidayers Perk Biz in Atlantic City: 
Ringling Circus Plays to Sellout 


management of Max Uretsky 
Charles Merlin was the “tn Club 
Nomad; had Pete Rubino Crack. 
pots plus “Those Three Fellers.” 
Pitt cafe reopened with e 
Kauffman at the helm. 
comprising Daisy Mae 
Bill Bennett. 
Niteries Hike Budgets 
All other spots augmented or 
brought in new shows to lure the 


, Dewey 
With bill 
Hepcats and 


holiday crowd. Paddock Interna. 
tional, Clicquot, Torch Club en. 
sells, Lambs, El Capitan and the 
smaller places hiked taleni fav. 
outs. 

Biggest attraction of the eek. 
end was the Ringling Bros.. Bar. 


num & Bailey eircus, which pitched 


tents for a one day Sunday (28) 
stand, giving matinee and night 
shows. Both performances were 
a sellout, with the movie palaces 


and piers being hit hardest by the 
opposition. 

The city officially opens the 1956 
season today when ‘Miss Neptune.” 
one of the old King’s most attrac. 
tive daughters, is welcomed as she 
swims in from the sea to be greeted 
by the first bathing beauties. 


Acro Killed in Fall 


Otto Berosini, 22, 
former, was 








circus per- 
In a fall in 
He was help- 


killed 
Waco, Tex., May 25. 
ing erect equipment for a _ high- 
wire act when he lost his balance 
and fell before a crowd of about 
1.200 persons. 

Berosini was injured in the act 
last January while performing in 
Mexico City with the Polack Bros 
Circus. An injured right hand had 
kept him from resuming his part 
in the act, which included his 
father, sister and an uncle. 











JUDY CANOVA 


COMEDIENNE 





PERSONAL 
APPEARANCES 


WM. H. KING 


2025 N. Argyle Ave. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 














RUDENKO BROS. 


Currently 
EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 
CHICAGO 


Personal Management: 
SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 














RODEO 


Interested in sponsoring show for 
middle of August. Advise particulors. 
Monmouth Council, Boy Scouts of 
America, 191 Broadway, Long Branch, 
New Jersey. 
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BEADS for every purpose 
SEQUINS - - - RHINESTONES 
PEARLS - - - JEWELS 


INTERNATIONAL “IMP. 
BEAD & NOVELTY CO. 
25 E. WASHINGTON 




















Room, of Blaekstone hotel closes CHICAGO 2, ILL. 
for the summer June 24. ST 











NOW—Biltmore Bow!, L.A. Mgt.: 





ROCHELLE and BEEBE 


“Cream of the bill is R&B with their takeoffs on baliroomology’—Variety 


JANE 








Al Wilson, 1501 Broadway, 2 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF MAY 31 





whether full 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 








(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stall; (Ww) : 
(WR) Walter Reade , a ee 
NEw YORK CITY , Camille Howard 3 NOTTINGHAM | Joanne Gaye 
Capitol (L) 1 J Witherspoon Empire (M) 29 Johnnie Laycock 
$ woody Herman Ore | Howell & Bowser Beryl Orde 3 Lamarres 
) Bill Farrell teddy Hale George Doonan Noel Talbot 
Gene Baylos Buiterbeans & Tildsleys Singers Jackie Crosby 
Virginia Lee Susie Duncans Collies Gordon Jones 
Music Hall (i) 1 Tracey McClaery O' Raymond Smith 10 Adoreables 
Margaret Sande CHICAGO Martell Sis Fred Renwick 
Gil Galvan Chicago (P) 2 Gordon Ray Girls Matt Lamar 
Roy Raymond Lucille Ball Freda Wyn Vee Suzette 
Martin Bros Desi Arnaz PORTSMOUTH SCUNTHORPE 
Earl Lippy Ray & Naldi Royal (M) 29 Savoy (i) 29 
Dean Myles Honeyboys Terrv Hall Pauline Penny 
dd Lyon Karn Tedder Ethel Revnell Wally Dunn 
Rockettes Orientai (1) 2 Billy Thort Korrie Spencer 
| Ballet Barretts : Cele dey ; 
de a Fil gg Doreen Harris Mile Jeanette 
imag rT ig ‘d _p Max Bygraves Reg DaPonte 
Re Ore oey Rardin Meaton Cyril Wakefield 


f 


a 





Palace (R) 1 


‘ on & Dell 

Hi. Stockwell 
Swifts 

Martez & Lucia 

Will Mahoney 

Baron & Bernay 


Bob Evans 
Alf Loyal’s Stallions 
Paramount (P) 31 


Louis Armstrong O: 

Middleton 
Sands Ore 
DAYTON 

Keiths (R) 1 

4 Evans 

Hank Siemon 
\lbins 

Bob Dupont 

Keaton & Armfield 


Velma 
Carl 


Frankie Laine Ben Yost’s White 
Patti Page Guards 
Pat Henning Artie Dann 
Elliot Lawrence Ore Gautier’s Steeple- 
Roxy (1) chase 
Sid Caesar MIAMI 
Imogene Coca Olympia (P) 31 
Billy Williams 4 T & M Conine 
De Marlos Tubby & Spatz 
Anita Martel Bobby Rollins 
Fave Emerson Charles Althoff 
Strand (W) 2 Joan Edwards 
Xavier Cugat Ore OWENSBORO 
Herkie Styles Bleich (P) 1 only 
BALTIMORE Asylum of Horrors 
Royal (i) 2 WASHINGTON 
Kull Moose Capitol (lL) 1 
Jackson Band Dick Contine Show 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Vivienne & Irene 
Hippodrome (1) 29 DERBY 


Chefalo 
Vorrellis 

Seott & Foster 

; Cordells 

Bill Kerr 

Andoras 
BIRMINGHAM 

Hippodrome (M) 29 

Allan Jones 

Johnson Clark 

Warren Latona & 
Sparks 

Cookes Pony Rev 

J Jackley & S Jee 

Hackford & Doyle 

Doliare 

Bebe & Belle 
BLACKPOOL 

Opera House (I) 3 

Tessie O'Shea 

Nat Jackley 

Terry-Thomas 

Gypays 3 

Jerry Desmondo 

3 Olanders 

Ben Yost Guards 
Palace (1) 29 

W Booth & A Zieg- 
ler 

Linda & Lana 

Kemble Bros & 
Christine 

Billy Matchett 

Billy Russell 

Tommy Reilly 

T & P Shamva 

Charles Warren & 
Jean 

Sirdani 


| Palladium 


Tower Circus (1) 29, 


Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co. 

Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 

Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 

Roberto Chiesa Co. 

3 Peters 

Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 

3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 

Laconas 

Jimmy Scott 

Annettes 
Circusettes 

Balcombes 

Little Jimmy 

BOSCOMBE 


| Nelson 


Grand (S) 29 
Bill Campbell Co. 
5 Mohawks 
Lance King 
Crosbie & Brennan 
Sioux Dakotas 
Roval Canadian 

Choir 

EDINBURGH 

Empire (M) 29 
E Arnley & G Day 
Salici Puppets 
Lee Lawrence 
Freddie Bamberger 

& Pam 
Leo DeLyon 
Dorothy Gray Co. 
Bemands Pigeons 
Rex & Bessie 
FINSBURY PARK 

Empire (M)* 29 
Sgquadronaires 
Arnaut Bros 


Frank Cook 
G Wood & BD Har- 
mer 


Harry Secombe 
Jack Melville 
Stuart & Gray 
Olga Varona 
Tiller 
Girls 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 29 
Dorothy Lamour 
Grossettos 3 
Leslie Sarony 
Bill Waddington 
Kenways 
Fred Lovelle 
St. Clair & Day 
Palladium Tiller 
Girls 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (i) 29 
Vera Lynn 
Al Raie & Binnie 
Al Marshall & Lana 
Benny Furst 
4 Hermans 
Claude Williams 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 29% 
Leo Fuld 
Jimmie Wheeler 
Pop White & 
Stagger 
Mary Priestman 
Lloyd 


| Craig & Voyle 


Hippodrome (1) 29) 


5 Smith Bros 
R & M Lamarr 
Paige & Penny 
Margo Bennett 
Evelyn Taylor 
Francis Duncan 
Pavne & Hilliard 
Johnnie Hutch & 
Stan 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 29 
2 Cromwells 
Binnie Hale 
Eddie Gray 
S & M Harrison 
Godfrey & Kerby 
2 Redheads 
D & D Lupino 
Cooper Twins 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
BK Caryll & 
Viundy 
Manley & Austin 
Irving & Girdwood 
Nino Realtor 
ay Cavendish 
3 Hellos 
7 Volants 
Kon Ricardo 


Charles Stephen 
# Sophisticated 
Ladies 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 29 
Edwin Heath 
horiz & Eugene 
Morris & Collins 


Pattersall & Jerry 
teading & Grantley 
® Molinoffs 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 29 
Jee Revue 
4 Eskimos 
Kene Strange 
Anne Rogers 
Eddie Ward 
r Somers & P Jean 
& V Mileham 
Cyclo Bros 
Geo Stevens 
Topper Martyn 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 29 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Dick Henderson 
Aimee Fontenay Co 
Richman & Jackson 
Arthur Dowler 
Drage 


(M) 29° 
1 


Hamilton & Vassi 
| Jerry Bergman 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 29 
Ryan & McDonald 
R Silver & M Day 
Cleef & Moroney 
Tommy Truman 
| Naitos 
Dave Clark 
| Len Clifford & 
Freda 
Rita Carmo 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 29 
'G & B Bernard 
| Olsens Sealion 
Don Saunders 
| J Adrienne & E 
Leslie 
Joe Church 
Paul Katka 
| Mills & Belita 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 29 
Larry Parks 
Betty Garrett 
Merry Macs 
| Jimmy James Co, 
| Rolly Rolls 
Vie Hyde 
Don Cummings 
Dolonoff & Raya Sis 
Fiying Comets 
El Granadas 
MANCHESTER 
| Hippodrome (S) 29 
Cheerful Charlie 
Chester 
Ken Morris 
Fred Ferrari 
Arthur Hayes 
Edwina Carol 
Len Marten 
Grip 4 
Mariotti & Wenman 
5 Brahms 
| Gene Anderson 
Harry Richards 
12 Tiller Girls 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 29 
Daisy May & 
Saveen 
Monte Rey 
Eddie Reindeer 
Mack Triplets 


Jackie Hunter 

Jackie 

Wilson Keppel & 
Betty 

i‘Zie 3 


Creorge 
Rex Roper & 
2 Sophisticates 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 29 
Reg Dixon 
Allen Bros & June 
Joyee Golding 
Roger Carne 
Norman Harper 
J M Kinson 
2 Valors 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Valettos 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (1) 29 
B Rhodes & C Lane 
Dorothi Neal 
Paul Newington 
Avril & Grant 
Tommy Dee 
Bon Soir Mesdames 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 29 
Eltham & Sharpe 
Marienne 
Margit Kollar 
Merry 3 
Magyar Ballet 
D & S Stephens 
Kermond Bros 
yo 


Pat 


Empire (1) 29 
Phil Strickland 


Barri-Chatt 

Bluey Howlett 

V Gaston & H Ross 
Les Femmes de la 


Nude 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 29 


Arthur Lucan 
Kitty McShane 
Willer Neal 
LeRoys 
| Keith & Cortez 
S & R Maxwell 
Parisian Peaches 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 29 
Hal Monty 
Johnny Denis Co. 
Rosemary Andree 
Margerite & 
Charles 
Flack & Lucas 
Robert Trent 
Pat Trevor 
Zio Angels 


| CANADA 


E T HAMPTON 
anada (1) 29 
W yomings 
Peggy O'Farrell Co. 
2 Minx 
Maurice Cheater 
Dogs 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana 
Bud Powell 
Lennie Tristano O 
Lester Young Ore 
Jimmy Scott 
Chubby Newsome 
Bive Angei 
Chas. Trenet 
Stuart Ross 
Eadie & Rack 
Nancy Andrews 
John Kelly, Jr 
H Chittison 3 
Bop City 
Billy Eckstine 
Count Basie Ore 
Dinah Washington 
cafe Society 
Timmie Rogers 
Teddy Wilson 
Mabel Scott 
J C Heard Ore 
Cliff Jackson 
Copacabana 
Dea:. Martin 
| Jerry Lewis 
| Betty Bruce 
| Toni Arden 
| Harrison & Kay 
| Russ Emery 
| M Durso Ore 
| Alvares Ore 
| Diamond Horseshoe 
| Walter Dare Wahl 
|W. C. Handy 
| Billy Banks 
| Noble Sissle Ore 
| Chie Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
| Jack Spoons 
| frank Evans 
| tommy King 
| Harry Meehan 
| Billy Banks 
! Harry Armstrong 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D Alonso Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Sarita Escarpenter 
Fred & Frederika 
Los Vianor 
Fausto Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hote! Astor 
Harry James Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hote! Edison 
Joel Shaw Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ving Merlin Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Georgie Gobel 
Josette & Walters 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 
Ralph Teferteller 
Hotel Plaza 
John Sebastian 
Martha Stewart 
Blackburn Twins 
Bob Grant Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery Deutsch 
Motel Roosevelt 
3 Suns 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Roberta Welch 
Leo Pleskow 
Erwin Kent 
Ramoni Ore 
Hotel Shelburne 
| Golden Gate 
| Patricia Bright 
Robert Maxwell 
Norman Wallace 
Cy Coleman 3 


| Hotel Taft 
| Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
Johnny Thompson 
Airline Trio 
Hotel Weylin 
Rudy Barron Ore 
Latin Quarter 
| Minevitch Rascals 
Beverly Dennis 
Piroska 
Linda Lombard 
Kanazawa 3 
Trini Reyes 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Szonys 
Ralph Young 
| Naaman Ders 
Art Waner Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
| Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Irma Henrique 
MeGuire & Warner 
Bella Smaro 
Southern Sis 
Jack Byron 
Little Club 
Ernie Warren Ore 


Monte Carlo 
Dick Gaspare Ore 
No 1 Fifth ave 
Walling & McHugh 
Downey 
Hazel Webster 
Old Knick 
Paul Killiam 
Jerry Bergen 
Roy Sedley 
Marti Matthews 
Pat Dennie 
Hazen Jacobsen 
Charlotte Ray 
Johnny Silver 
Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanian 
| Sadie Banks 
| Steve Murray 
Gerri Gale 
Joanne Florio 
| Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
Diane Courtney 
Bob Parrish 
Glenn Abbott 
Penthouse 
Johnny Bradford 
Paul Taubman 
| Tony Romano 
Riviera 
Tony Martin 
| Joey Bishop 
| Champions 
Kathryn Lee 
Lang Troupe 
Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
George Hall 
Gigi Durston 
4 Lads 
Ronnie Graham 
Julius Monk 
Norman Paris 3 
Versailies 
Luba Malina 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barr 
Lenny Herman Orc 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 
Dick Shawn 
David Blight 
Village Vanguare 
Weavers 
Clarence Williams 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Jane Pickens 
Escourtiers 





Hotel Statier Eddy Duchin Ore 
Tex Beneke Orc Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Perry Mitchell 
“Roaring Twenties” Sherman Hayes Ore 
Mimi Kelly Blackstone Hotel 


Tommy Morton 
Ray Hyson 
Lynn Jolson 
Jesse Elliot 
Ray Arnett 

| Bobo Lewis 
Bobby Barry 


Carl Brisson 
Dick LaSalle Ore 
Cher Pfaree 
| Sophie Tucker 
Joe E. Lewis 
Hot Shots (3) 
Tony Fontaine 


Doran & France 


Palmer House 
D Dorben Ders (12) 


Dorothy Shay 


Cee Davidson Ore | Yonely 
Chico Ore |; M Abbott Ders 
| Eddie O’Neid Ore 


Helsings 
Ralph Lewis 
Chet Roble 
Mary F Kincaid 
Jerry Marchand 
Billy Chandler Ore 


Hotel Bisimerck 
Gypsy Markoff 
Harry Rodcay 
Johnny Alladin Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Consuelo & Melba 
Rudenkos (2) 

Bob Russell 
D Hild Ders (12) 
Jack Fina Ore 

Hotel Stevens 
Joan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
Morgan 3 
Douglas Duffv 
Harper Flaherty 


Sherman Hotei 
“College Inn 
Story” 
Phyllis Gehrig 
| Von Weismuller 
| Christine Nelson 
Carmen Albino 
Norman Fields 
Frank Wagner 
Ward Garner 
Kenneth Remo 
Eileen Green 
Cliff Norton 
Carolyn Gilbert 
Les Weinrott 
Vera Gahan 
C. Romero Ders 
Bil) Snyder Ore 
Silver Frolics 
Buddy Lester 
Dorothy Claire 
Walter Long 
Bud Prentice Ore 


sob Fitzgerald Pancho Ore 
Skating Blvdears Vine Gardens 
Jack Raffloer Willie Shore 
3uddy Rust Beazie Saxon 
Jerry Mapes Rice Sis 


Frank Masters Ore Mel Cole Ore 





——__——— 
Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 26 














|on the ins and outs of a 1,000-cast 


& Fonville | 


j}used to retrain c.p. children. 


show. Another program _inter- 
viewed Vladimir Visson, director 
of the Hallmark Art Award exhib. 
on the occasion of its opening in 
the Nelson Gallery of Art here, 
indicating its span of information 
coverage. 

Listener rating is respectacle on 


this one, and following station’s 
two long standbys, Erle Smith 
with news, and Sam Molen with 


sports, gives the station a good 
one-two-three punch. nis a 


NOT FOR CHILDREN 

With Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
neth Roberts, announcer 

Writer: Allan Sloane 

Producer-Director: Ira Ashley 

30 Mins.; Sat. (27), 3:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 

“Not for Children” delivered a 
profoundly stirring message in be- 
half of the United Cerebral Palsy 
Assns. Stark and uncompromis- 
ing in its presentation, this docu- 


Ken- 


mentary demanded a strong 
stomach from dialers. Material of 
this type, unfortunately, can’t 


avoid arousing anxieties in listen- 
ers despite all precautions. In this 
case, the scripting and production 


was done in a sober key but the | 


realism was frightening. 
In the half-hour span, the docu- 


mentary succeeded in describing 
some of the major problems in- 
volved in cerebral palsy which 


claims some 500,000 victims in the 
U. S. Taking off from a drama- 
tized situation in which a couple 
discover their child to be a c.p. 
sufferer, the documentary  re- 
vealed the educational techniques 
At 
tormented animal 


the end, the 


sounds of the c.p. children were | 


turned into halting, but intelligi- 
ble speech. No hope was given, 
however, for complete correction. 
Narration was handled by Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke in a quiet but 
strong manner. Herm. 





ON THE LINE 
With Bob Considine 


/15 Mins.; Sat., 6:15 p.m. 


|a_ plastic 


NRC, from New York 


Syndicated columnist, Bob Con- 
sidine brought his “On the, Line” 
to NBC Saturday (27) as a presen- 
tation of the net’s news and spe- 
cial events department. Content 
of the writer’s transcribed, 15- 
minute airer was reminiscent of 
his pillar which appears in some 
200 newspapers for it particularly 
emphasized down-io-earth, human 
interest items. These ranged from 
surgeon’s penchant for 


| writing mystery novels to a shift 


'in kids’ birthday parties. 
| games 


Parlor 
for the latter, he noted, 
now have an atomic accent in- 
stead of the oldtime pin-the-tail- 


on-the-donkey flavor. 
With a friendly,  story-teller 
approach, Considine should have 


little difficulty in snaring the at- 
tention of family dialers. While 
billed as a news commentator, he’s 
not that in a strict sense -for his 
reactions are more reflective than 
interpretative. In philosophizing 
upon why some people wait two 
days to be first at a tunnel open- 
ing or why a man or woman be- 
come communists in this “land of 
freedom and opportunity,” he hits 
upon a common strata of interest 
that makes for a strong bond of 
association with the listener. Gilb. 





THE BID WAS FOUR HEARTS 

With Anne Seymour, John Larkin, 
Ronnie Liss, Larry Haines, Bert 
Cowlan, Joe DiSantis, Philip 
Wolf; Alex Scourby, narrator 


"Writer: Father Timothy Mulvey 


| 


Producer-director: Jerry Sandler 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m, 
WNYC, N. 

As a special pre-Memorial Day 





New 


Acts 








|! 
| FRANZ DIETSCHMANN 
_ With Marvin Paymer 
| Instrumental 
El Borracho, N. Y. 

The revival of the zither, 
vide “The Third Man,” and Franz 
Dietschmann’s click on the MGM 


record label with his versions of 
“The Third Man Theme” and 
“Cafe Mozart Waltz,” catapulted 


him to attention just as it has 
taken Anton Karas, composer and 
the original zitherist in the Korda- 
Selznick film, around the U. S. and 
landed him in the Park Sheraton 
hotel, N. Y 

Long before the 20% tax neces- 
sitated certain bistros to improvise 
tax-free type of divertissement, the 
violin-piano team at El Morocco 
made the Champagne Room a prof- 
itable side-bar to that plush bistro, 
and in recent seasons many have 
sought to emulate it. This accounts 
for the recent wave of gypsy fid- 
dles and the like, but Nicky Quat- 


trociocchi, boniface of El Bor- 
racho, has a real winner in the 
svelte blend of Dietschmann’s 


Viennese airs to Marvin Paymer's 
piano accompaniment. It has given 
the room a nice late-hour lift 

In this day and age of heightened 


values in cafes, it is good show- 
manship to add some novelty as 
extra customer lure. It may run 


the gamut to Charleston contests—— 
on the crest of the current revival 
of nostalgic harkbacks to the Gold- 


en ’20s—to violins, a la the Mon- 
seigneur of Paris, and now the 
zither. An heretofore unknown 


instrument, the haunting score of 
the picture has given that hybrid 
guitar-harpsichord a_ renaissance. 
It’s especially ideal in intimate 
class rooms and Dietschmann-Pay- 
mer make the most of it. Incident- 
ally, the former has just recorded 
a new radio series with The Fitz- 
geralds (Ed and Pegeen) which will 
be billed as Fitz-Zither Time, 
utilizing that instrument as back- 
ground and novelty music for the 
commercials which the Mr. and 
Mrs. team plan in this supplemen- 
tary program to their regular WJZ 
radio and TV programs, Abel. 


TAPS MILLER 
Song-and-Dance 
|8 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Taps Miller looks like good pad- 
| ding material for situations similar 
to one currently being played. 
|Sepia tapster augments some tricky 
footwork with an occasional vocal, 
in addition to taking a few licks 
at a trumpet which he uses in his 
opening number. 


Bandleader Buddy Rich, who's 
currently on the bill with Miller, 
is giving the tapster a strong hypo 
by joining him in a brief terp rou- 
tine’ In the song department Mil- 
ler gives’ average vocaiing to two 
numbers in the blues vein. 

Gros. 


drama, WNYC, N. /Y., revived 
Father Timothy Mulvey’s “The Bid 
Was Four Hearts” which NBC 
originally did in 1947 as part of its 
“Words at War” series. Tran- 
scribed program was built around 
the four chaplains who gave away 
their life jackets to vounger men 
when the transport Dorchester was 
torpedoed and sunk off the Green- 
land coast in February, 1943. 

Script re-created shipboard rou- 
tine insofar as the chaplains ‘two 
Protestants, a priest and a rabbi) 
were concerned. It was also graced 
with homey little touches which 
recounted each chaplain’s origin 
and personal history. War brought 
them all together on the Dorches- 
ter and when the torpedo crashed 
into the craft, the clergymen to a 
man willingly aided their less 
fortunate and younger associates, 
that they might live. 

There were minor flaws in the 
script, particularly in the conver- 
sational excerpts which allegedly 
took place on the bridge. But for 
the most part the large cast ably 
recaptured the ominous feeling of 
uncertainty that pervades a man’s 


mind when sloshing at a snail's 
pace through hostile seas. “Four 
Hearts” was an especially fitting 


Memorial Day drama for it should 
help bring about a closer relation- 
ship between those of all faiths in 
lignt of the chaplains’ supreme 
sacrifice Gilb. 


BACKYARD FOLLIES 

With Lucille Pezzula, Keith Acker- 
man 

Director-Producer: 
feld 

30 Mins., Sat., 9 a.m. 

| Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 
Teenage musical show ran two 

years on WABY, Albany, before 


Tommy Stern- 


|THE ORIOLES (5) 
Songs 

18 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

All-male Negro quintet is a sure- 
fire entry in situations catering to 
blues and rhythm followers. In 
addition to offering melodic vocal- 
izing and arrangements, act em- 
ploys a novel visual aspect that 
impresses as having a strong, but 
limited appeal. Eye-catcher is the 
exaggerated motions used by one 
member of the combo in particu- 


lar. who moves about in robot 
fashion. Mechanized movement 
has its humorous side and might 
draw unwanted laughs in certain 


locations. 

Group provides its own musical 
background via the use of a bass 
and electric guitar rics, for 
the most part, are handled by two 
of the combo while the others pro- 
vide vocal accompaniments. The 
guy who makes like a robot is also 
one of the major vocalists and at 
show caught Friday (26) had a 
number of gals in the audience 
pulling a swoon routine. 

Numbers offered by the quintet 
include “Everytime,” “Where Are 
You,” “I Wonder When,” “Moon- 
light,” “It Isn’t Fair’ and “I Love 
You Too Much.” Group had to 
beg off at show caught. Gros. 


GEORGIE GOBEL 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Georgie Gobel is a folksy comic. 
from around Chicago, marking his 
N.Y. debuff. He has a homespun 
manner of small-talk and patter, 
ulilizing an oversized guitar as a 
prop. Of average stature, the 
stringed instrument looks out of 
proportion, but it’s a good base for 
his hokum impressions of The Ink 
Spots, the cowboy songs and the 
like. In the main it’s the _talk, 
whieh is new and refreshing, such 
as the hub-cap routine (insurance 
company), his destructive kids, 
some casual reference to his Air 
Force days, and the like. 

Gobel was part of a musical 
unit doing radio work around Chi 
and Minneapolis, and his satirical 
hillbilly stuff is an offshoot of that. 
He has a nice boyish quality which 
is enforced by a literate delivery 
that makes for an unusual blend 
of nonsense that sells well. Abel. 





FOXX & WHITE 
Comedy 
8 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
Negro team impresses as having 


gotten most of their material 
straight from a Joe Miller joke- 
book. Act lacks any originality, 


either in material offered or meth- 
od of presentation. One of the 
pair assumes a deadpan look which 
he plays up by sporting a comic 
haircut. 

Act might prove routine filler 
in some of the less demanding sit- 
, uations. Gros. 


moving to WGY. The same young- 


sters telecast on Tommy Stern- 
feld’s “Teen Age Barn” over 
WRGB. Two groups usually al- 


ternate, although a unit seems to 
be the mosaic for both. Talent 
of varying degrees can be spotted 
level of 


on the broadcasts, the 
which is higher than the’ usual 
radio run hereabouts. Sternfeld, 


onetime pro dancer, demonstrably 
has a way with youngsters. 
Pop and standard numbers are 


offered, a thread of dialog tying 
them together. Sternfeld might 
place greater emphasis on the 
choral backgrounds, which — as 
on television — come through 
smoothly. The incidental chitchat 
is quite obvious; the reading is 
often _ stilted. Applause. angle 
might be cut. 

Lucille Pezzula and_ Keith 


Ackerman ericee. Show would ap- 
pear a natural for sponsorship. 
Jaco. 


New Owners of A.C. Hotel 


Appeal License Lapse 
Atlantic City, May 30 
Liquor license of the Hotel Tray- 
more has been lifted for 10 days 
starting Wednesday (31) on charges 
of selling to a minor, a 19-year-old 
soldier from Fort Dix. The youth, 
Cpl. Billy Sindsy, on April 2 en- 
gaged in an altercation with a for- 
mer paratrooper and during the 
fight the former veteran was 
knocked down. His head struck a 
curbing gnd he died a day later. 
The violation occurred about a 
month before the Traymore was 
rented for a 20-year period, but 
the penalty came, nevertheless. 
Counsel for new management filed 
an appeal. 
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Roxy. N. Y. 


it Sid Caesar, Imogene Coca, Billy 


Anita Mariel, Faye Emerson, line; 
Paul Ash house orch; “Love That 
Brute” (20th-Fox), reviewed wm 
VARIETY, May 10, ’50. 


This is the switch that spotlights 
the new balance of power in show 
business. For its second successive 
bill, the Roxy is hitching its box- 
office to video stars. Even moreso 
than the preceding show starring 
Ken Murray, this layout is a frank 
constellation of TV_ personalities, 

and the marquee credit to “Your 
Show of Shows—NBC_ Saturday 
Night Television Revue” reveals 

the measure of Broadway's capitu- 
lation to video. 

Television's maturit) 

entertainment medium 
bs 


as a unique 


is also star- 


tlingly illuminated the impact 


of this stage presentation The 
old refrain used to go: “That act 
is great in the flesh but it doesn't 
come over on the TV screen.” This 
bili, however, is proving that stuff 
designed for video doesn't neces- 
sarily project on a theatre stage. 

Sid Caesar and Imogene Coca, 
two of most talented comics in tele- 
vision, are dishing up on the Roxy 
stage the same skits they have been 
doing on their NBC program. That 
French perfumery bit. the auto 
driving pantomime and Caesar's 
solo impressions of a six-months- 
old baby somehow lack the same 
potency here that they have on 
video, 

Curious aspect of this show 
that Caesar had far better stage 
routines before making his mark in 
video but now the audience reac- 
tion is much stronger. On the stage 
there’s a big loss of detail in the 
Caesar-Coca anties but the custom- 
ers evidently saw it before in their 
parlors and were able to fill in the 
blanks imaginatively. 

Caesar and Miss Coca, however, 
are still highly effective comics 
and could be even more potent in 
a smaller house. Miss Coca regis- 
ters big with her burlesque of the 
Marlene Dietrich-Edith Piaf genre 
of chanteusing. This is a natural 
for the stage. The video sketches 
were framed too narrowly for this 
cavernous house. 

Part of the video format. 
Emerson handles the femcec 
chores with grace, charm and an 
assortment of stunning gowns. Miss 
Emerson also does nicely in an 
introductory bit in the Caesar-Coca 
French perfume store sketch 

Rest of the bill varied and 
well-paced. The De Marlos open 

with an excellent ballet-terping 
routine in which the gal scores 
with her dramatic figure patterns. 
The Biily Williams Quartet. also 
from the NBC TV show. vocals two 
numbers with rhythmic stvle, get- 
ting an especially strong pavoff 
with their “Busy Line” novelty. 
Anita Martel, a British import, also 
punches across a neat juggling ron- 
tine after a slow start. Her act 
builds into a substantial item when 
she does her ball and bat juggling. 
Lavout is also marked bv a 
standout production tap terping 
number executed by the Gae Fos- 
ter line to a Chopin melody. Paul 
Ash orch backs the show in usual 
slick style. Heri. 


is 





Fave 


mronr 


is 


Chicago. Chi 
Chicago, May 26. 
Horace Heidt “Parade of Stars,” 
with Don Rice, Tumbling Neimos 
(3), Rudy & Lee, Jimmy Grosso, 
Mystery 4 Katie Thomas, George 
Pheasant, Tommy Check. Harold 
Parr; “Big Hangover” (M-G). 


Booking this week seems some- 
what of a faux pas as most of 
these so-caliel amateurs tiave been 
here recently either with a Horace 
Heidt unit or in a package with 

its former star, Dick Contine. A 

F better presentation would have 

j been an all new faces layout, since 
most of the youngsters are repeat- 
ing their former routines. 

Don Rice, comedian, holds 
show together and paces the or- 
chestra. His gags are hoary. but 

i he impresses with impressions. all 
sharp, of Will Rogers, President 
Truman and FDR. He's also added 

i a few Olsen and Johnson tricks 
which are corny but effective. 

First on is the Tumbling Nemos, 
three teenagers who go through a 
series of flips, but need more ex- 
perience anc build-up to make 
their stunts sell. Femme member 
of the trio registers best with rapid 

3 twists. Rudy and Lee. local con- 

test Winners, play harmonicas. gag 
around until they get into a switch- 
ing mouth organ session on “Tiger 
Rags” for a neat hand. 

Jimmy Grosso does band imita- 
tions sans instruments but gets a 
better hand with his singing take- 
ofts, his best a carboning of Al Jol- 
son. Mystery Four ape hillbilly mu- 
sic with: a washtub bass, spoons, 


the 





Williams Quartet, De Marlos (2),' 


|and two guitars, but it’s the antics | 


‘of the youths that gets the laughs 
as they sing out on “Good Old 
Mountain “Music” and encore with 
“Mama Don’t Allow No Music Play- 
ing Here.” 

Katie Thomas is a cute gal who 
does pops, “If I Knew You Were 
Coming,” and “Johnson Rag,” but 
needs a bit more training. Tommy 
Check, 10-year-old, has a terrific 
sense of rhythm as he taps out “I 
Got Rhythm,” switching to drums 
to pound out “Dinah” and then a 
jam session for lush hand. George 
Pheasant tubas out “Blue Skies” 
and fast version of ‘Carnival of 
Venice.” However, most of his ap- 
plause is for his gagging with Don 
Rice. 

For sock finale Rice brings on 
Harold Parr, blind singer and main- 
stay of the unit, who socks over 
“Dearie,” “Cool Waters.” backed by 
a vocal group, and “Dear Hearts 
and Gentle People’ for closer 
Louis Basil orch does fine job in 
helping acts get over stints 

Zabe, 


Apollo. N.Y. 

Buddy Rich Orch (13). The Ori- 
oles (5), Gwen Tynes, Lott & Joe 
Anders, Foxx & White, Taps Mil- 
ler; “Tough Assignment” (SG). 


three 
and 


With a bill that includes 
surefire entries, two average 
one mediocre turn, current session 
at this Harlem vaude flagship 
should draw heavy patronage. 
Judging by reception at show 
caught Friday (26), the Orioles, 
vocal quintet, are the big lure. 
Group is reviewed under New Acts 
along with Foxx & White. come- 
dians, and Taps Miller, terpster- 
vocalist. 

Holding down the instrumental 
end of the show, Buddy Rich's 
crew does a sock job. Rich jockeys 
from the front to the rear of the 
band, depending on whether num- 
ber offered calls for him to take 
the spotlight at the drums. Orch 
opens with “The Continental” tak- 
ing over again later for a sizzling 
arrangement of “Ol’ Man River.” 
Latter has Rich beating the skins 
and drawing top audience appre- 
ciation. Band has a regular drum- 
mer who holds down the spot when 
Rich is fronting band. 

Rich and crew are on throughout 
show with the bandleader doubling 
as emcee and projecting a likeable 
personality. Midway during pro- 
ceedings orch cuts down from its 
iZ pieces, composed of five brass, 
four reed and three rhvthm to a 
five-man combo, comprising a horn, 
tenor sax, trombone. bass. and 
drums. This small group, with Rich 
on the skins, has audience rocking 
to rhythmic Instrumentals. 

Besides working with band. Rich 
displays solid showmanship, with 
some okay hoofing in a bit with 
Taps Miller. In the vocal depart- 
ment, Gwenn Tynes gives average 
piping to “This Thing Called 
Love” and “If I Had You.” Lott 
and Joe Anders, topdraw ofay uni- 
evcle act, garner heavy mitting. 
However, act was a little drawn-out 
at show caught. with some of the 
tricks seemingly repetitious 

Gros, 


Palomar. Seattle 
Seattle, May 25. 
Stan Stewart, Anita Jakobi, Fran 
cisco Trio. Karl Wayne. Ella Fit: 
gerald, Ray Watkins House Orch 
(8); “Father Is a Bachelor” (Col). 

A strong bill here 
with Ella Fitzgerald 
job in the headline 

Stan Stewart opens with fast 
gags, magic and impressions. Sells 
the bafflers and gags in nice fash 
ion, showing. skill 
card and cigaret tricks. 

Anita Jakobi, in the deuce. is 
an expert acro-dancer. whose flips 
and back somersaults are done with 
finesse. Her act pulls a big hand. 

The Francisco Trio, comprising 
accordion-piano, bass and guitar, 
put over somc Latin tunes for good 
response, scoring especially with 
a “Bullfighter”’ song. 

Karl Wayne mixes in about 
everything in his act—songs, dance, 
rope-twirling, etc. Would be better 
if he dropped some of the songs 
and concentrated on dancing, as 
he puts over Harlem and Russian 
dances in top fashion. Also shows 
talent in violin solo. socking over 
swell rendition of “Hot Canary.” 

Miss Fitzgerald, suffering a cold, 
still sells her songs for great re- 
turns. Backed by trio (piano. bass 
and drums) she opens with “Some- 
body Loves Me.” then does “I 
*Hadn't Anvone ‘Til You” and a 
novelty treatment of “How High 
the _Moon.” A _ jiving “Sugarfoot 
Rag” follows for big hand, with a 
satirical treatment of “Mule Train” 
and familiar “A Tisket. A Tasket” 
before bow-ofi. to prolonged palm- 
pounding continued. 
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Fair house at first show. Reed. |! amusingly 


| 
| 
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| Baylos, 


Capitol, N. ¥. | 
Woody Herman Orch (16), with 
Pat Eastman; Bill Farrell. Gene | 
Virginia Lee; “The Big | 


Hangover” (M-G-M), reviewed in- 


‘Variety, March 15, '50. 





Cap’s main stage appeal for the 
current run is to that segment of 
the population which still is rabid 
about swing as qualitatively deline- 
ated by Woody Herman and his 
orch. As both the principal marquee 
lure and provider of the major por- 
tion of the 60-minute entertain- 
ment, the Herman herd delivers a 
well-rounded theatre performance 
that encompasses fast, hot jazz, 
nicely played ballads, and a sprin- 
kling of novelties. 

Orch’s numbers include a_ Siz- 
zling opener, a medley of tunes that 
Herman helped popularize some 
years back, a couple of ballads fea- 
turing the leader’s alto sax and Bill 
Harris’ fine tromboning, and the 
drums-clarinet version of “Goiden 
Wedding.” a Herman staple. Lead- 
licorice stick is prominent 
hroughout all the arrangements, 
and his handling of both ballad 
and rhythm wordage remains as 
deft as always. Herman’s superior 
musicianship, vocal versatility, per- 
sonality, and genial, loose-jointed 
fronting combine to make a solid 
mpression on audiences accus- 
tomed to too many maestri who do 
nothing but wave a vague hand 
over a bunch of tootlers. 

In addition to warbling “Amen.” 
“Caledonia,” “Who Dat Up There?”’ 
and “Laura,” Herman duets with 
Pat Eastman, band’s chirp, on| 
“Doncha Go Away Mad” to good 
effect. Canary is a cute-looking 
brunette with a voice. as evidenced 
by her handling of “Bewitched.” 

Bill Farrell, M-G-M Records star, 
has a lot to learn about in-person 
working. His arm-waving,  body- 
swaying and torso-bending are ludi- 
crously awkward. Singer apparent- 
ly thinks the gyrations and gestures 
are necessary to sock over a num- 
ber, a delusion that hurts a funda- 
mentally capable vocal pertorm- 
ance. Mouth-twistings and facial 
contortions als» militate against a 
strong baritone voice that, despite 
too much forcing in spots, registers 
pretty well. 

Farrell's choice of material also 
isn't of the happiest, with numbers 
like “God's Country.” “You've 
Changed” and “Circus” meaning 
little or nothing to the pewhold- 
ers. Only “It Isn't. Fair” and 
‘"Deed i Do” got across with any 
degree of effectiveness. Singer 
needs a complete revamping of his 
routine and projection of it: as 
caught here, it reminded only of 
the old Clayton-Jackson-Durante 
gag, “put in both knees and Jolson 
goes.” 

Gene Baylos’ comedy turn is 
made up largely of repeating jokes 
the audience doesn't laugh at the 
first time, plus remarks about the 
customers, collectively and_ indi- 
vidually, for their failure to appre- 
ciate him fully enough. Comic’s 
material is so-so, interspersed with 
double-talk and non-sequitur gag- 
ging. Impression of a yckel plaving 
a pinball machine is the highspot 
of the act. 

Current bill is rounded out bs 
Virginia Lee. acro dancer. Gal does 
only one number, then goes down! 
into the audience to find a man 
to “help” her. Rest of the turn is 
taken up with “teaching” an un- 
billed stooge a couple of simple 
acro tricks. Act is only mildly et- 
fective. Rich, 


er’s 





Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, May 28. 

Bob Evans, Lester Cole & Debu- 
tantes (5), Rudy Cardenas, Chad- 
wicks (2), Sam Jack Kaufman 
House Orch, with Kay de Witt & 
rei! Roberts; “Pa & Ma Kettle” 
(U)., 


Beliringers of current Capitol 
line up turn out to be house regu- 
lars, the Kaufman orch and _ its 
chantoosey, hep Kav de Witt. with 
something added in the person of 
Roy Roberts, a new voice on the 
local scene. 

Roberts, an attractive voung bari- 
tone from Canada, clicks with 
pavees in a sentimental version of 
“Night and Day” a tune well suit- 
ed to his strong, warm voice. Lad 
handles chore with unusual as- 
surance and grace for a compara- 
tive novice, and shows promise 
along musical comedy lines. Duet 
with Miss de Witt, “I See Heaven 
in Your Eyes,” gets heitiest hand 
of the show, with cries for more. 
Roberts might be a logical replace- 
ment for chantoosey when she 
takes annual summer leave to play 
the mountain circuit, 


Bob Evans, show headliner, has | 
a light, bright line with his wooden | 
partner, Jerry O'Leary. Technique 
is consistently convincing, and the. 
little fellow, albeit no Charlie Mce- 
Carthy, assumes a personality of. 
his own. High spot is warbling of 
Jerry, Whose falsetto contrasts 
wits Evans’ natural! 


| voice. Walks off to warming mitt 


ing High” 








action. “ Wi riences 
Lester Cole, vet voice coach, has_ Night Club R 
a pleasantly conventional singing eviews 
act, mingling his own brand of. Continued from page 42 
schmaltz with his quartet of | Bop Cit a 
femmes. Act has class, and choice Pp City. N.Y, 
of surefire faves gets payees’ inter- the older, and better-heele Cus. 
est. Arrangements are tuneful and ‘mers. With “Mr. B.” on the pj) 
make the most of the gals’ limited NOt much else is necessary to dpay! 
‘yange. Despite the mike hugging | hefty grosses, Herbie Fields’ combo 
that seems to be a necessary evil | 44 the Mary Lou Williams ‘Tp, 
of -any act, routine could be im-, 2€4tly Serve as program fillers. 
proved with a bit more action on| Eckstine is in top form for his 
part of the girls. All black costum- CUrTent engagement. His vocaling 
ing versus Cole’s white dinner jack- 18 Creamily smooth and _ that 
et makes effective window dressing ™@ntc pitch he makes from 
and gets act off to good start. Tee Mike is as effective as ever. 
off with an appropriate novelty, lye of squealing kids, howeve 
“Another Show,” then into “Wish- Pears to be coming to end, 
ing on the Moon.” There’s a Cole peti wens be any regrets Several 
arrangement of “Lucky Old Sun” “4@2sover squeals were set up hy 
and a Victor Herbert medley, S0™M® eager bobbysoxers when Eck- 
which rates as best applause-geiter Stine announced his numbers, but 
of act. these were isolated and self-con- 
scious and lacked conviction. 
That doesn’t mean Eckstine’s 
peal is slipping. His crooning nov 
registering in a more fundamental 
way. On opening night (25), Eek. 
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Rudy Cardenas, in curtain-raising 
slot, garners enthusiastic reception 
for his top-drawer juggling routine. 
Lad swift and clever, working 
with clubs, balls, top hats and a 
nest of metal cups. His technique 
is dazzling, and his constant mov- 
ing all over the stage nearly simu- 
lates dancing. 

The Chadwicks are strictly rou- 
tine in their ballroom terping. 
Their selection of numbers, a waltz, 
a tango and a Latin American 
tempo, are along = conventional 
lines, to which they add nothing. 

Lowe. 


ap- 


1S 
ov! 
stine worked hard and scored heav. 
ily. He did seven numbers, which 
is more than he usually does at 
this spot. The repertory was neat|yv 
varied, ranging from the straight 
ballad to the more elaborately dra- 
matic “Laugh, Clown, Laugh” opus 

Herbie Field’s aggregation of twa 
brass, one reed and four rhythm 
pours out a frantic type of music 
which no matter how spec ious. 
manages to jump. Those blaring 
|riffs batter the eardrums into jn. 
‘sensitivity. In a quieter and more 
skillful style, Mary Lou Williams’ 
rhythm trio serves up palatable 
jazz sounds, Herin 

Swan Room. N. 0. 
(HOTEL MONTELEONE) 
New Orleans, May 24 

Jimmy Husson, Vadja del Ovo, 
Johnny Duke Orch (7); $2.50 imine 
num, 


Casino. Toronto 
Toronto. Mav 26. 
King Odom Quartet, Sue Carson, 
3 Bonds, Nicki & Vicki, Bob Good 
man, Charles Gregory Line (18), 
Archie Stone House Orch: “Mary 
Ryan, Detective” (Col). 





Without the recent splurging on 
ela production, current pack- 
age is a neatly-dovetailed presenta- 
ion in which all acts receive a 
nice audience-response, with King 
Odom Quartet and Sue Carson gar- 
nering top applause. Odom four, 
unique in that this is three tenors 
and a bass, with the iatter working 
at a Separate mike. gets ovation 
after their opening “Blue Skies.” 
and continues to sock with ‘Lover, 
Come Back,” a pop medley. and a 
smash “Basin Street Blues” finale. 
Lads sing soft and smooth. without 
detracting trick effects, for beg- 
off. 

Ditto for comely and nicely- 
gowned Miss Carson with her song- 
stvling satires and imitations, in- 
cluding Godfrey and Frankie 
Laine, her good-natured and au- 
thentic carbons of the Nellie Lutch- 
er and Rose Murphy. Gal has a 
breezy stage presence that puts her 
high in the applause brackets when 
caught. Three Bonds, two men and 
a girl, do nifty trampoline tossings, 
with aecent on comedy; Nicki & 
Vicki, two nice-looking youngsters, 
offer tango taps and musicomedy 
eccentrics to nice returns. Line 
girls open with a jockeyv-costume 
routine in full-stage of a race-track 
setting and close with a voodoo 
jungle number in stroblite, with 
Bo» Goodman pleasantly carrying 
on as melodic m.c. throughout. 

MeStay. 


borate 


This swank new spot, which has 
been garnering class trade, has 
come up with a highly entertain- 
ing show. Although following 
standard pattern, it has appeal for 
a variety of tastes. 

It was a photo-finish between 
Jimmy Husson and Vadja del Oro, 
a tall terper, for top honors 

Husson is a hard-working and 
musing comedian. He starts out 
slowly but soon gains hysterics 
momentum with his gags and 
foolery. He heckles the _ ring- 
siders, bagd and_ himself tor 
heavy returns. His constant self- 
deflation and impressions of radio 
and screen personalities, topped 
by impresh of Jolson singing 
‘Rockaby,.” are loudly applauded. 

Miss del Oro, performs Spanish 
dances with grace, verve and fire 
despite the limitations of the plat- 
form. Her routines are excel- 
Jently conceived and executed. 
capturing color and romance ot 
Old Spain in her terps and expert) 
manipulation of castanets. 

Johnny Duke follows with two 
songs, “Gianina Mia,’ and ‘Where 
and When” to garner his share of} 
the kudos. Maestro has a pleasant 
personality which ingratiates him 
immediately. He resembles Phil 
Reagan, and is a smooth baritone 
with a facile delivery. ) 

The Duke orch, provides nice 
backgrounding for the acts and 
keeps the dancers happy with a 
mixture of smooth dance a ag 

wuz. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, May 28. 
Tim Herbert & 
Don Saxon, Leo Diamond. The 
Martins (2), Lennie & Margie 
Ross, Les Rhode House Orch: ‘‘Rid- 
(Per), 

Well-balanced layout plus mar- 
quee lure of Crosby pic and Denise 
Darcel should garner healthy 
grosses. 

Miss Darcel does nicely with her 
Slick versions of Parisian stand- 
ards. Personable approach and 
easy, confident manner adds to im- 
pact for solid hit. | 

Newest entry in the songster- 
comic teamings, Herbert and Saxon 
score heavily. Herbert has been 
around for some time though still 
a youngster, as has Saxon. It’s a 
happy setup with songs, patte* and 
lampooning yesteryear vaude types. | 
Pair are perfect for vaude, cafes 
and video. 

Leo Diamond and his harmonica 
work is top drawer. Guy’s straight 
mouthings are in virtuoso. style. 
Hits high spot with a Spike Jones 
takeoff for sock returns. 

The Martins tee off with smooth 
ballroomology. Handsome pair fea- 
ture easily achieved lifts and spins 
for top effect. Punching bag stint 
of Lennie and Margie Ross _ hits 
nicely. Les Rhode and house orch 
are capable on the backgrounding. 

Lary. 


NITERY UNIT FOR VAUDERS 


Show from the China Doll, N.Y.. 
which closed last week for the sum- 
mer, is being submitted as a vaude 
and cafe unit. Layout includes 


Denise Darcel. 





Four Dukes. Detroit 
Detroit, May. 23. 
Four Dukes. Vic Charles, Evely" 
Waters & Miriain Sage Dancers 
(5); admission 75c. 





This plush nitery has introduced 
a new policy designed to pull it out 
of $100,000 of red ink and receiver” 
ship. It'll be a long but successtul 
‘pull if Paul Sanderson, the recel\- 
er, can maintain present pace. | 
Sanderson, prez of the Detroit 
Cab Co. and former cate owner, 
brought in the Miriam Sage Dan- 
cers, formerly at Buffalo's Town) 
Casino. Also Vie Charles and his 
personaiity puppets. 
The line, composed of 
matched ponies, open the Si 
Then owner-entertainers, The seed 
Dukes—Dan Giannaris, Nea! _ 
terson, Botby Andrews and Joe 
'Cole—harmonize “Sentimental Me, 
and “If I Knew You Wete Comills 
tor good returns, ; ath 
Evelyn Waters, who, along Wl’ 
the Four Dukes is a holdover. 
torches “Caravan” and “Happes 
Is a Thing Called Joe.” Besides : 
well-trained voice, Miss W ater 
looker who projects smo’: 
Along with the Dukes, she a 
for a slick dialect version © 
“Lovely Bunch of Cocoanuts Vie 
| Best mitting is garnered DS . 
(Charles’ puppets, includine 
clown, a drunk and an ice § how 
Onty thing wrong with the : ME. 
is its length—an hour and 4 — 
That’s way too long for this *.. 
show. It could be trimmed ages 
by limiting the number mukes.4 
‘nouncements made by the (T°) 
| Frea-. | 


well- 





Ming and Ling, Mai Lings, Flor- 
ence Ahn and 4 nine-gir! line. 
Miles Ingalls is agenting. 
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Moves to Put Legit 


on Sounder Basis 


Seen Seasons Most Notable Event 


The legit season of 1949-50, while 
undistinguished artistically, has 
seen some notable developments. 
rhere has been a concerted effort 
correct long-standing evils, to 


10 


achieve stability and efficiency of | 


operation, and to put the theatrical 
business on a _ broader, sounder 
basis. Already there are indications 
that this effort may be having at 
least some effect. 

Possibly the outstanding devel- 
opment of the season was the for- 
mation of the Committee of Thea- 
trical Producers. Although this 
group has pointedly denied rivaling 
in any way the League of N. Y. 
Theatres, it has been more active 
than the latter outfit, has tackled 
various problems and projects the 


League has never gotten around to | 


facing and has obviously super- 
seded the League in most matters 
of producer (as distinct from thea- 
tre owner) concern, 

Actually the CTP activities have 
10ot yet had much -tangible effect. 
But at least some of the trend 
toward more economical produc- 
tion and operation appears to be 
attributable to the CTP efforts in 
that direction. If nothing else, the 
CTP has created an atmosphere of 
reality in a situation that was be- 
coming fantastic. The group was 
also largely responsible for setting 


up the new Convention Theatre 
Ticket Service (‘in which the 
League is cooperating) and has 
various other projects in_ the 
works. 

The recent efforts by several 


groups .o set up syndicate financ- 
ing of .zegit production and organ- 
ize subscription audiences are re- 
garded as constructive moves. 
Whether or not these particular 


(Continued on page 52) 





Coast Legit Struggles 
As Its Talent Heeds 
Siren Song of Films 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Famine in the midst of plenty is 
the best description of the para- 
doxical position local legit pro- 
ducers find themselves in these 
days. There’s talemt a-plenty— 
but it’s hard to pin down. 

Marcella Cisney, who with hus- 
band Michael and James A. Doolit- 
tle formed Footlights, Inc., a few 
months ago to produce plays at 
Las Palmas theatre, has discovered 
that casting a play in Hollywood is 
like hunting on posted ground— 
even if you get something you 
can’t keep it. 

As an example, Mrs. Cisney put 
in a harrowing afternoon’ two 
weeks ago, trying to get replace- 
ments for outfit’s current “Light 
Up the Sky.” Star Jean Parker 
was heading east for strawhat 
stints, Guy Madison was bowing 
eut because of film commitments 
and at least one other cast member 
was on the verge of checking out 
because pic chores were beginning 
to conflict, Three times she put 
down the telephone, convinced 
she’d found replacements. Each 
time, a new call five minutes later, 
carried an “apology” and the news 
that the whilom replacement had 
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Disney ‘Pan’ Film to Be 





Walt Disney’s film edition of 
“Peter Pan” isn’t expected to in- 
terfere with the current revival, 


starring Jean Arthur and Boris 


Karloff, at the Imperial, N. Y. 
The animated cartoon’ version 
isn’t expected to go into actual 
production until late 1951 and 
probably won't be ready for re- 
lease until about Christmas, 1952. 
There’s little prospect of the 


Peter Lawrence-Ruger L. Stevens 
stage production continuing that 
long on Broadway and the road. 
Screen rights to “Peter Pan” 
were purchased by Disney from 
Paramount in 1938 for a reported 
price of $90,000, plus a payment 


oe 


No Threat to Legiter. 


of $20,000 to the London Hospital | 


for Sick Children, to which author 
James M. Barrie willed the play’s 
royalties. 


Five Shows Fold 
In N.Y. On Road 


Five shows closed last Saturday 
night (27), three on Broadway and 
two out of town. One of the New 
| York presentations was a hit of 
ithe current season and both of the 
|road offerings were hits from the 
previous season on Broadway. The 











49-50 SEAS 
cHOWS DROPO 


By HOBE MORRISON 


The legit season of 1949-50 has, 
in most respects, been disappoint- 
ing. Numerically, it reached a 
new low on Breadway and even 
more so on the road. From a qual- 
ity aspect, too, it was generally un- 
distinguished. On an economic 
basis, however, legit was perhaps 
in better condition than in several 
years, at least in New York. There 
were seven money shows. 

There were 56 productions on 
Broadway, for a total of $3,853,800 
investment. That was a drop from 
63 shows the previous season, for 
an investment of $6,760,000. There 
were 67 shows during 1947-48. The 
number of touring presentations 
tumbled even more sharply, with 
most key cities having their slim- 
mest schedules in many years. 

Artistically, the season failed to 
reach the peak set in 1948-49 by 
such shows as “South Pacific,” 
“Death of a Salesman” and “Kiss 
Me, Kate.” 


Party,” “‘“Member of the Wedding,” 
| ‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” ‘Lost 
in the Stars,” “Peter Pan,” 
“Caesar and Cleopatra,” 
Disciple” and from a performance 
| standpoint, ‘‘Come_ Back, Little 


| Sheba.” 


five shows were “Devil’s Disciple,” | 


“Arms and the Girl,” “The Liar,” 
_“Madwoman of Chaillot” and ‘Dia- 
/mond Lil.” 

‘Devil’s shut- 


Disciple,” which 


‘tered at the Royale, N. Y., after | 


|127 performances (including an 


| original two-week run at the City | 


Center, N. Y.), earned an esti- 
mated profit of about $2,000 on its 
$40,000 investment. Maurice Evans, 
‘one of the four stars of the com- 
ledy, will appear in it in strawhats 
,and for a subsequent tour on the 
Coast under the management of 
Lewis & Young. Another Shaw 
comedy, “Caesar and Cleopatra,” 
‘also revived by Aldrich & Myers, 
‘in association with Julius Fleisch- 
|mann, earned back about half its 
' $60,000 investment 


| “Arms and the Girl,” which quit 
‘at the 46th Street, N. Y., after 134 
performances, earned back about 
$55,000 of its $200,000 outlay. A 


musical edition of “Pursuit of Hap- | 
piness,” it was produced by the) 


in 


in association with 
Farrell, who sup- 


Theatre Guild 
Anthony Brady 
‘plied $100,000 of the backing. 
cut-down version of the show may 
tour next season. 

| “The Liar,” a musical version 
of the Goldoni classic, collapsed at 


A | 


the Broadhurst, N. Y., after 12 per- | 


|formances. Presented by Dorothy 
‘Willard and Thomas Hammond, it 
was financed at $125,000, with Mrs. 
| Willard reportedly supplying a ma- 
jor portion of the bankroll. The 
production cost about $160,000 to 


| (Continued on page 49) 





like the legit chore. | LIBERTY’ CLOSING IN CHI 


24 Hour Clause 


It’s like that all the time. Thesps 


here want a chance to do some 
legit work, because it means a 
showease. But in most cases, 


schedules have to be juggled to end its tour 
suit their particular needs and a night 
run-of-the-play contract is virtu-| Robe 
ally unheard of here. Most thesps 4 ¢ti 
insist on a clause that gives them mild 
the right to holler for a replace- originally 


ment on 24 hours’ notice. 
Despite these headaches, 


lights has made an impression here tour it throug 
If its to the Coast. 


With its initial productions. 


third, a revival of “You Can't Take 
, duction 


It With You,” starring Fred Stone 


_ AFTER TWO MILD WEEKS 


After two disappointing weeks 
in Chicago, “Miss Liberty” will 
there next Saturday 
(3). The Irving  Berlin- 
tical beating and has had a 
d boxoffice response. It was 
planned to keep the 


show in Chicago for an extended 


Foot- run, possibly into next fall, then 


h the midwest and 
at $200,000, 


$191,000, 


the pro- 
excluding 


Financed 
cost 


is as successful, it will be the first, bonds and depesits, and although 


permanent legit production outfit it 
. many weeks on Broadway, 


to make a dent here in some time 


Last effort was in 1947 when Peli- repaid 


can Productions achieved a high assets of about $40,000 when 
degree of artistic success with a went on the road. 


(Continued on page 49) 





strong grosses for 
it had 
had 
it 
It has about 


played to 


only $120,000 and 


| broken even on tour, 


The $3,853,800 invested in 
Broadway production, excluded 
shows that folded during out-of- 
town tryouts (at a cost of $341,100) 
and approximately $130,000 spent 
on four City Center revivals. The 

(Continued on page 48) 


Nagel Setting U.S. Deals 
On French, Belge Plays; 


Par Eyes Sartre Scenario 


Louis Nagel, Parisian  editor- 
publisher who controls production 
rights to the works of several play- 
wrights on hs list, has been in 
N. Y. the last three wecks negoti- 
ating deals on his properties. He 
has been dickering with Irene Selz- 
nick and the Theatre Guild’s 
Theresa Helburn for sale of Broad- 
way production rights of a comedy, 
“La Farce des Tenebreux,” by the 
Belgian playwright, Michel de 
Ghelderode. Comedy is to be 
preemed in Paris in October by 
Jean-Louis Barrault. 


Publisher is also discussing with 





| Elizabeth Deval the American pro- 


duction for the fall of Leopold 
Marchana’s “‘Le Secret des Dieux,” 
staged in Paris last January. Jean 
Dalrymple has bought the film 
rights to Jean-Paul Sartre’s “The 
Respectful Prostitute,” which she 


hopes to do in N. Y. this summer. | 
Nagel is also negotiating with Para- | 
mount’s John Byram on sale of an | 


original film scenario by Sartre. 
Nagel publishes plays and film 
scripts, guide books and a standard 
list of serious literary works. He 
holds all rights for theatre, films 
and radio on Ghelderode, Sartre, 
Jean de Letraz and other play- 
wrights, and has rights to the next 


10 plays which Sartre may write. 


rt E. Sherwood musical took | 


In addition to his play-film deals, 


he is opening a branch office in. 


N. Y. for distribution of the books 
he publishes in Paris, with interest 
centered on the elaborate travel 
books on Europe which he handles. 





Ferrer Prepping ‘Shrike’ 
For Return to Broadway 


Jose Ferrer will return to the 
stage next fall as producer-direc- 
tor-star of “The Shrike,” 
play by Peter Andress. Currently 
on the Coast, where he is about to 
start work 


erac,” the actor plans to return 
east as soon as he completes that 
assignment. 

He figures on putting the play 


into rehearsal in August and, after | 


a road tryout, bringing it to Broad- 
way in October. He may do it at 
‘Olney, Md., and other strawhats. 


800 BAN 


“Devil’s | 


a straight | 


in Stanley Kramer’s | 
film version of “Cyrano de Berg- | 





KROLL 








+ 
| 








‘Oklahoma!’ Rolls Along Like Perennial 
Brook: $4,185,500 Profit in 7 Years 


| + “Oklahoma,” already figured to 
. be the biggest money-maker in 
Choice Strawhats Mulled modern legit history, shows no 

sign of wearing out its public. The 


For ANTA Festival in N.Y. 


New York may see the pick of 
strawhat productions if plans jell 
for the presentation of an annual 
summer theatre festival in New 
York. Idea, still in the working 
stages, was advanced by a rep of 
the American National 
and Academy to John Huntington, 
prexy of the Stock Managers Assn. 
Plan calls for the festival to be 
offered at ANTA’s newly acquired 
N. Y. showcase. House, formerly 
known as the Guild theatre, is 
now called the ANTA playhouse. 

However, there are a number of 
kinks to be ironed out. If idea 
pans out, the festival would prob- 
ably take place in September, since 
‘it wouldn’t be feasible for a num- 
ber of the operators to leave their 
home grounds during the season. 





Its outstanding offer-| 
| ings were “The Consul,” “Cocktail | 


New Actor-League 
Pact Cues Hassle 


Negotiations for a new contract 
between Actors Equity and the 
League of N. Y. Theatres, scheduled 
to start June 15, are expected to 
develop into bitter, protracted bat- 
| tle. Both sides have indicated de- 
{termination to make _ substantial 
| gains from the present agreement, 
| which is due to expire Sept. 1. 
| Tipping its eagerness to start the 
| arguments, the League last week 
|approached Equity with a bid to 
|open the negotiations next Monday 
| (5). However, the union probably 
won’t be ready by then, as it’s 
|holding its annual membership 


| 
' 


|meeting Friday (2) and must then | 
| have time for its council to con- | 
recommendations | 


|'sider members’ 
/and map a final program. 


'made by the League is an attempt 
‘to have Equity withdraw its ban 
against actors appearing at the 
National theatre, Washington, while 
the management continues its ra- 
cial exclusion policy. It’s under- 
stood this may take the form of a 
proposal for the inclusion in the 
Equity contracts of a clause for- 
bidding the union from interfering 
in matters of management policy. 
Such a proviso is reportedly in 
many American Federation of La- 
bor pacts. 
that Equity will refuse to budge 
| from its present attitude of flat op- 
| position to racial discrimination in 
|any Washington theatre. 


ATPAM NIXES MOVE FOR 








Move to require the employment 
of a substitute manager when the 


| general manager or company man- 


lager of a show is not actually on. 


the job was defeated at the recent 
'membership meeting of the Assn. 
‘of Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 
agers. Proposal, advanced by a 
group of less active managers, was 
designed to require “service in 


fact” by managers working on 
shows. 
Milton Weintraub,  secretary- 


treasurer, reported that the union’s 

‘treasury is in better condition than 
at any time in several years, chiefly 
as a result of the assessment boost 
from 1% to 2% of member sal- 
aries. That is in addition to the 
regular $6 monthly dues. 





Chase’s Strong Advance 
Chicago, May 30. 

Marshall Migatz’s Chevy Chase 
theatre season starts June 2 with 
| $3,500. advance in a week abhiead. 
Jerry Fritz, last in “Detective 
| Story,” takes over as siage man- 
ager and John Holabird has been 
retained to do sets. 
| First show is “20th Century,” 
|with John Carradine and Nancy 
| Carroll, 


Theatre | 


| One of the moves expected to be 


However, it’s expected | 


SUBSTITUTE MANAGERS, 


Richard Rodgers-Oscar Hammer- 
stein, II, musical, which saved the 
Theatre Guild from _ bankruptcy 
when it opened to sellout business 
on Broadway in the spring of 1943, 
winds up a season’s tour next week 
in Chicago, but is slated to go out 
again next fall. 

The production, originally capi- 
talized at $90,000, has thus far paid 
the backers a profit of $4,185,500, 
including $126,753 this season. In 
addition, the London production 
has entered its third year and is 
apparently good for many more 
months. There’s still no prospect 
of when the show may become 
available for stock, or when Rod- 
gers & Hammerstein may figure it 


worth while to sell or lease the 
film rights. 
After last summer’s layoff, the 


Guild sent out “Oklahoma!” again 
last August at an additional cost of 


$14,200. On a total of gross of 
approximately $1,285,000 for the 


season, the musical has made an 
operating profit of about $140,000. 
On a single week in Toledo last® 
September the show grossed $55,- 
900 and netted $20,000. 

Under the royalty setup for the 
musical, Rodgers gets 4!2%o as 
composer and Hamemrstein 312° 
as lyricist, with Lynn Riggs sharing 
,the latter percentage as author of 
the original play. “Green Grow the 
Lilacs.” Rouben Mamoulian, who 
directed the production, gets 1° 
of the gross, plus $50 a week, and 
Agnes De Mille gets 12% as chore- 
ographer. The company payroll 
this season averaged about $6,500 
a week. 


Colouial, Albany, Folds 
Spring Stock After 4-Wk. 
Try, With Over 86 Loss 


Albany, May 30. 

The Colonial closed its season of 
| spring stock Saturday (27) after a 
| four-week period in which the 
| management lost an_ estimated 
| $8,000 to $10,000. Failure wasn't 
| too great a surprise, inasmuch as 
the city had seen 30 weeks of stock 
at Malcolm Atterbury’s Playhouse 
| When the Colonial essayed a sim- 
ilar policy, but with stars. 

| The Colonial, located uptown, 
had the further handicap of open- 
ing against “Born Yesterday,” the 
Strongest audience appeal pre- 
| Sented at the Playhouse in the past 
| three years. When boom business 
caused Atterbury to extend the 
season a week, the Colonial was 
further put in the hole. Cutting 
the admission scale, during the 
second week, did not prove enough. 

Four package shows, “The Phila- 
delphia Story” with Sarah Church- 
ill, “The Glass Menagerie” with 
Susan Peters, “Strictly Dishonor- 
able” with Charles Korvin, and 
“Laura” with Diana Barrymore, 
were presented at the Colonial. 
Martha Scott in “Another Lan- 
guage,” scheduled for this week, 
was cancelled. 

Alan Reisner, a young actor who 
had toured with “The Philadelphia 
Story,” was producer at the 
Colonial. Harold Kennedy had 
first dickered for the house, which 
returns to pictures for the warm 
months. Vaudeville probably will 
be reinstated in September. ~ 








Shore Kiwanis in First 

Theatre Party for ‘Peep’ 

Atlantie City, N J., May 40. 

Some 150 members and guests 
will see the pre-New York opening 
of “Mike Todd’s Peep Shon” at 
the Forrest theatre in Philadeipnia 
June 8 as the resort Kiwanis club 
stages the first theatre partly of this 
sort in Its history. 

Club is offering trip tu Pailadel- 
phia plus theatre party ai $7.50 per 
person. To make evening complete, 
there will be a Dutch treat refresh- 
/ment stop on way home, 
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Bucks County Looks Like Beehive 
As Three Show Biz Ventures Tee Off 


New Hope, Pa., May 30. * 


June is bustin’ out all over in| 
Oscar Hammerstein’s lyric, and so 
is stage activity in this Delaware 
Valley community adjacent to the} 
lyricist’s Bucks County backyard. 
Three show biz ventures tee off on 
successive nights hereabouts this | 
week. 

Oldest operation is Bucks County | 
Playhouse here, which Theron 
Bamberger is shepherding for its 
eighth homebase season. Two war 
seasons were in Philly, a third re- 
mained blank. Opener at deluxe 
450-seat house Friday (2) is Ruth 
Chatterton in Garson Kanin’s 
“Smile of the World Donald 
Buka and Harry Mehaffey are fea- 
tured in cast directed by Henry 
Jones. 

Subsequent bills set to date in- 
clude June 12, Martha Scott, in 
* Another Language;” Florence 
Reed in “The Royal Family” (‘a 
repeat from 1940 season), June 19; 
Dorothy Sands in “The Velvet 
Glove,” June 26, and Henry Jones 
in “The Silver Whistle,” July.3. 

Jamberger’s staff is same as last 








year, with Phyllis Perlman han-, 
dling press, Jack Schlissel com- 
pany manager, David Reppa de- 


signer, Adeline Walter treasurer, 
Bob Caldwell stage manager and 
Allen Kramer technical head. 
Scale is same as last year, $1.40 to 
$2.60 weekdays, $2 to $3.20 week- 
ends, Wednesday and Saturday) 
mats, both $1.40-$2. No reduction 
on subscriptions. While not as 
husky as in previous years, ad- 
vance sale is nevertheless healthy. 

St. John Terrell’s second Music 
Circus season gets going Saturday 
(3' at Lambertville, N. J., with 
“New Moon” in an enlarged tent 
seating 1.300, which doubles Ca- 
pacity. Arthur Kent and Gail 
Manners are featured in the open- 
er, which plays through June 11. 

New Circus Setup 

New vellow tent design, patent- 
ed by Terrell and Greenwich Vil- 
lage canvasman Ernest Chandler, 
has only two umbrella type center 
poles and eliminates use of number 
of quarter poles. Stage by com- 
parison looks smaller this sezson in 
less intimate tent. New canvas- 
back seats on well-graded circles 
have been installed. Equipment 
used last vear and at Miami in 
winter was sold to Richard Aldrich 
for Hyannis, Mass., operation. 

Terrell's staff includes Neill 
Cotter back as general manager; 
Pat Hurley again handling local! 
press, with Bill Doll and Mike} 
O’Shea engaged for the New York | 
p.a. job. Harry Mulhern is in from 
Shubert, Philly, to serve as new 
manager-treasurer. Robert Jarvis 
is staging, as he did in Florida 
Ed Hunt is conducting, with Bil 
Johnson assistant batoner. Charles | 
Evans, New Hope artist, is design. | 
ing sets. Dean Nelson is stage! 
manager. Three new buildings 
were erected to house offices and 
concessions, 

Scale has been tilted 50c on first 
three rows at all performances to 
bring it to $3.60 weekends with 
low of $1.80; and $3 to $1.20 Tues- 

(Continued on page 50) 


Production Staff Set 
For L’ville Operettas 


Louisville, May 30. 

Production staff has been set for 
the Iroquois Amphitheatre summer 
musical shows here. Producer 
Denis DuFor has announced Eddie | 
Scanlan as book director; Rollo 
Wayne, technical director, and 
John McManus, musical director, | 
assisted by J. Raymond O’Brien. 
Virginia Johnson will be back as 
choreographer, and stage manager 
will be Walter Johnson. 

Some new faces will be among 
the principals for the six musicals 
to be given by the Park Theatrical 
Assn., as well as several who have 
become favorites through previous | 
appearances with the al fresco. 
shows. New are Dorothy Keller, 
Betty Busch, Robert Shafer, Gil 
Lamb, Buster West, and A. J. Her-| 
bert. Others in the casts will be | 
Ruth Gates, Dorothy Sandlin, Gail 
Manners, Brian Sullivan, Joan Rob- 
erts, Arthur Maxwell and a young 
ballerina, Irene Hawthorne, from 
San Francisco. 

Opening show will be “Show 

oat,” followed in order by! 

Chocolate Soldier,” “Bloomer | 
Girl,” “New Moon,” “Merry | 








Widow” and “Roberta.” 


| midwest 
{have no spoken drama. In making 
ithe announcement that during the} 
| 1950-51 season, the University The 


| honoring the late 


,; compositions on the 


' sented successfully 





U. of Minn. Skedding Two 
Tour Units for 1950-51 


Minneapolis, May 30. 
U. of Minnesota Theatre next 
season will continue its policy of 


sending touring companies to the | 


smaller communities of the upper 
which otherwise would 


, “Consul” (M) 


atre will tour two plays, “She/| 
Stoops to Conquer” and “Night 


Must Fall,” Dr. F. M. Whiting, the 
YTheatre’s director, said the pub- 
lic’s response has been increasingly 
encouraging. 

The university department of 
concerts and lectures manages the 
tours. Casts are largely recruited 
from University Theatre graduates. 





B’ way, Radio Names Crowd 
Lewisohn Sked This Year; 


Eli 
izabeth Firestone’s Bow 
Broadway and radio names will 
figure strongly at Lewisohn Sta- 
dium, N. Y., concerts this summer. 
There will be eight “popular” pro- 
grams, including the annual George 
Gershwin night, when Aijexander 
Smallens, of Radio City Music 
Hall, will conduct, and 


Levant will be soloist. New this 


Oscar | 


year will be a Kurt Weill night, | 


composer. 
Maurice Levine, conductor of 
Weill’s current Broadway hit, “Lost 
in the Stars,” will baton, with Todd 
Duncan. star of the show, as the 
evening's — soloist. Music 
“Stars” will be heard, as well as 
full presentation of Weill’s folk- 
opera, “Down in the Valley.” 
Special programs will aiso in- 
clude a Sigmund Romberg night, 


a Viennese night batoned = by 
Robert Steiz, and a_ Richard 
Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein Il, 


season's finale, 
Season opens June 19. 


program for the 
Aug. 12. 

Elizabeth Firestone, daughter of 
tire magnate Harvey S. Firestone, 
Jr.. and granddaughter of com- 
poser Idabelle Firestone, will make 
a dual debut July 13 as pianist- 
composer, with Howard Barlow 
batoning. She -has_ played her 
“Voice of 
Firestone” program, and recently 
was in Hollywood, doing the score 
for the Robert Montgomery pic, 
“Once More My Darling.” 














_ B’way Bankroll 
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decrease from the amount invested 
during 1948-49 was partly due 
to the smaller number of shows but 
also apparently reflected the con- 
centrated effort of managements to 
reduce production costs. 


trom | 





“Siveetcar Named Desire’ (P) 


As detailed in the accompany- 


ing financial breakdown of the sea- 
son, $2,533,800 has already been 
lost in the 35 shows that have 
tolded, and an additional $341,100 


| was dropped in the six tryout flops 
|(some of this coin may ultimately 


be recouped if the plays can be 
Satisfactorily revised and _pre- 
next season), 
A total of $1,320,000 more is in- 
vested in 16 current productions, 
including seven that are already in 
the black, four whose chances are 
still questionable and five rated as 
probable failures. 

The $630,000 invested in the 
seven established hits has already 
been regained, with substantial ad- 
ditional net profits available for 
distribution. Moreover, the nine 
uncertain shows have earned back 
almost one-third of their $690,000 
outlay. Adding bonds, cash de- 
posits, that brings the total assets 


for all current shows to about 
$1,250,000, which leaves an out- 


standing deficit of about $2,950,000, 
including tryout failures. 
Top Money-makers 
The top 1949-50 money-makers, 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” “The 
Consul,” “Happy Times,” “Mem- 


ta 


1949-50 Broadway Season 


Key to parenthetical designations: (P) Straight play, (M) Musical, (F) Amount at which show 


was need ¢ 
Cost of production, (D) Distributed to backers so far, (R) Cash reserve and other undistributed financed, C3 


as al 
bends, (L) Loss. Note: Cost of production includes bonds and deposits unless indicated by asterisk — excluding 
HITS 
“Cocktail Party” (P) (F-$40,000) (C-831,000*) (D-$54,000) “Happy Time” (P) (F-$100,000) (C-$46 ite 
(R-$10,000) . (R-$40,000). $46,500) (1D-$195,999) 


(F-$160,000) (C-$70,300) (D-$75,000) (R- “I Know My Love” (P) (F-$75,000) (C-$80,000*) (Dp 


(R-$10,000) (Closes June 3). ~$100,000) 
“Member of the Wedding” (P) (F-875,000) (c- 
(D-$97,500) (R-$40,000) . (C-$64,000) 


$25,000) . 

“Devil's Disciple’ (P) (F-840,000) (C-840,000) (R-$42,000, 
including bonds). 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” (M) (F-$200,000) (C-$233,360) 
(D-$200,000) (R-$35,000) 
Tetals for ali hits: (F-$630,000) (C-$565,100) (D-$651,500) (R-$202,000). 


STATUS NOT YET CLEARLY INDICATED 
“Lost in the Stars” (M) (F-$100,000) (C-$105,000) (D-$20,- “Tickets, Please’ (M) (F-$50,000) 
000) (R-$20,000) (Has been operating at a deficit re- (Netting about $2,000 a week). 
cently, but has a guaranteed-profit booking for the “Wisteria Trees” (P) (F-$100,000) 
Coast). (Netting about $2,000 a week). 
“Peter Pan" (M) = (F-$100,000) 
(Netting about $3,000 a week). 
Totals: (F-$360,000) (C-$385,000) (D-$20,000) (R-$60,000). 


PROBABLE FAILURES 

“As You Like it” (P) (F-$100,000) (C-$102,500*) (R-$70,000) “Texas, Li'l Darlin’” (M) (F-$100,000) (C-$100,000) (R-$30,600 

(Closes June 3) {About breaking even). j 
“Clutterbuck” (P) (F-$50,000) “The Innocents” (P) (F-$40,000) (C-$57,300) 

(About breaking even). (About breaking even) (Closes June 3). ; 
“Come Back, Little Sheba” (P) (F-$46,000) (C-$40,000*) 

(R-$10,000) (Netting about $1,000 a week), 

Totals: (F-$330,000) (C-$342,600) (R-$135,000). 


(C-$60,000) (R-$16,009) 


(C-$110,600) (R-$10 000 


(C-$110,000) (R-$10,000) 


(C-$43,000) (R-$20,000). (R-$3,000) 


FAILURES 
“Miss Liberty’? (M) (1.-$40,000), 
“Montserrat” (P) (L-$50,000). 
“Mr. Barry's Etchings” (P) (L-$60,000). 
“Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep” (P) (L-$165,000) 
“Phoenix Too Frequent” (P) (L-$35,000), 


“Alive and Kicking” (M) (L-$175,000). 

“All You Need Is One Good Break" (P) (L-$95,000). 
“Arms and the Girl’ (M) (L-$135,000), 

“Bird Cage” (P) (L-$75.000). 

“Blackouts of 1950" (M) (1L-$90,000). 


“Browning Version” (P) (L-$39,000). “Rat Race” (P) (L-$77,000), 
“Caesar and Cleopatra’ (P) (L-830,000), “Regina” (M) (L-$120,000),. 
“Closing Door” (P) (L-$53,700). “That Lady” (P) (1-$60,100), 


“Cry of the Peacock” (P) (L-3875,000). 

“Dance Me a Song” (M) (1L-5200,000). 

“Design for a Stained Glass Window” (P) (1.-$75.000). 
Gilbert & Sullivan repertory (M) (L-$50,000). 


“The Enchanted” (P) (L-$65,000), 
“The Father’ (P) (L-$30,000). 
“The Man" (P) (L-$50,000), 
“Tobacco Road” (P) (1L-$15,000), 


“Great to Be Alive” (M) (L-$175,000). “Touch and Go” (M) (L-$22,000), 
“Happy as Larry” (M) (L-$85,000). “Twelfth Night” (P) (L-$40,000), 
“How Long Till Summer” (P) (L-$40,000). “Velvet Glove” (P) (1L-$40,000), 
“Liar” (M) (L-$180,000). ie “With a Silk Thread” (P) (L-$45,000). 
“Tove Me Long” (P) (L-$839,000). “Yes, M'Lord” (7) (L-$20,000), 
“Metropole” (P) (L-$48,000). 


Totel: (L-$2,533,800). 
ADDITIONAL 


“Night in Spain” (M) (originally “Cabalgata”’), a variety show, had reportedly earned back its $150,000 production 
cost before reaching Broadway, where it about broke ever, 
“Funzapoppin,” rated as a variety show, is not included with the legit productions. Same applies to the recent appears 
ance of Katherine Dunhain in her dance revue. 
The Arena, in the Edison hotel, N. Y., opens tonight (Wed.) for a series of in-the-round revivals. The project is financed 
at $15,000, 
The following revivals were presented successfully at N. ¥. City Center: “She Stoops to Conquer,” “Corn Is Green,” 
“Devil's Disciple’ (which was later transferred to Broadway and is included among the hits listed above) and “The 
Heiress,”” at a total production cost of about $150,000. In addition, “Brigadoon” and (currently) “Streetcar Named 
Desire” returned from long tour to play return engagements at City Center. 
CLOSED OUT OF TOWN 
“People Like Us" (P) (L-$40,000), 
“Signor Chicago” (P) (L-$60,000), 
“The Paragon” (P) (¢L-$40,000). 


“Heart of the Matter’ (P) (L-$136,100), 
“House on the Cli’ (P) (L-$35,000) 
“Old Beat-Up Woman” (P) (L-$30,000),. 
Total: (L-$341,100). 
CURRENT HOLDOVERS FROM PREVIOUS SEASONS 
1947-48 


“Mister Roberts” (P) (F-$100,000) (C-$90,000) (D-$1,000,00€. including touring company) (R-$120,000). 
1948-49 
“Death of a Salesman” (P) (F-$100,000) (C-$54,000) (D- “South Pacific’ (M) (F-$225.000) (C-$185.000) (D-$475.000 
$266,000, including touring company) (R-$10,000). (R-3$100,000, including ‘road company). 
“Detective Story” (P) (F-$75,000) (C-$65,000) (D-$182,000, “Where's Charley?” (M) (F-$250,000) (C-$180,600) (D-$360,000) 
including return from filip sale) (R-323,600). (R-$50,000). 


“Kiss Me, Kate’’ (M) (F-$180.000) (C-$174,000) 
including road company) (R-$75,000) 
Totals: (F-$930,000) (C-$748,000) ‘D-$3,128,000) | %-$238,600). 


HOLDOVERS THAT HAVE SINCE CLOSED 
1945-46 
(D-$1,055,000, including tour and film sale), 


1947-48 


(D-$845,000, 


“Born Yesterday” (P) (F-$40,000) 


“High Button Shoes’ (M) (F-$200,000) (D-S3560,000). 
(F-$160,006) (D-$667,500, including tour and film sale) (R-$68,000) (Playing final weeks 
of return Broadway engagement). 


1948-49 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” (P) (F-$65,000} (D-$125,000, includ- 
ing tour). 
“Howdy, Mv. Ice of 1950" (M) (F-$50,000) (D-$225,000). 
“Lend An Ear” (M) (F-$117,500) (D-$147,500) (Still on tour). 
“Life With Mother’ (P) (L-$81,400). 
(R-$30,000) "Madwoman or Chaillot” (P} (F-$60,000) 
$20,000). 
“Two Blind Mice” (P) (L-$25,000), 
Total: Net profits of $1,566,300, plus undistributed assets of $110,000. 
PRINCIPAL TOURING SHOWS NOT COVERED ABOVE 
“Blossom Time” (Mi) (C-$20,000) (D-$35,000). “Oklahoma!” (M) (F-$90,000) (D-$4,275,500, including $126,- 
“Brigadoon” (M) (F-$200,000) (D-%425,000) (R-$50,000, 753 this season) (R-$20,000). 
excluding film deal just concluded). “Philadelphia Story” (P) (L-$25,000) (Production was then 
“Finian’s Rainbow” (M) (F-$200,000) (D-$563,333, includ- taken over from Theatre Guild by Russell Lewis & How- 
ing loss on this season's tour). ard Young, who made a reported profit of about $20,000 
“Harvey” (P) (F-$30,000) (D-$2,035,000, including film on a Coast tour). 
Saie and nominal protit on season’s tour just com- “Private Lives” (P) (F-$30,000) (D-$57,000) (R-$15,000). 
pleted). “Silver Whistle’ (P) (F-$38,000) (D-$50,000, excluding film 
“Inside U.S.A.” (M) (F-$250,000) sale) (Lost about $15,000 on toursthis season, until Lewis 
break-even on season’s tour). & Young acquired it from the Guild and made a s val 
“Light Up the Sky" (P) (L-$20,000). profit on a Coast tour). 
“Man Who Caine to Dinner” (P) (F-$30,006) (D-$15,000) “Student Prince’ (P) (C-$20,000) (D-$50,000). 
(R-$25,000). “Summer and Smoke” (P) (i-$12,000) (D-$14,000), 
“Merry Widow” (M) (L-$10,000). 
Totals: Net profit of about $6,812,333. 


“Along Fifth Avenue” (M) (L-$275,000). 

“Anne of the Thousand Days” (P) (1.-$35,.000), 

“As the Girls Go" (M) (L-$15,000), 

“At War With the Army” (P) (L-$30.000, including filin 
sale). 

“Diamond Lil” (P) 
(Still on tour). 


(F-$46,700)  (D-$51,400) (D-$70,000) (R- 


(D-$237,500, including 





(“Montserrat” has already been “South Pacific,” “Where’s Char- Hollow” ($200,000), this season has 
sold), foreign productions, record ley,” “Death of a Salesman” and had only “Alive and Kicking | 
albums and stock, etc., the pros- “Detective Story.” As indicated ($175,000), “Dance Me a Sons) 
pects are that the 1949-50 season in the accompanying breakdown, ($200,000), “Great to Be Alive’ 
as a whole will ultimately pay off those five shows have now dis- ($175,000), “Heart of the Matter 
and even have a fair margin. tributed a total of $2,128,000 on ($136,100), and _ possibly sizeable 
At the close of last season, the their- combined investment of losses from one or two still-current 
amount already lost on 48 flops $830,000, they have additional ac- productions. 
was $4,595,000 ‘excluding “Anne of cumulated reserves of $238,600, ex-. Of the 56 productions on Broad- 
the Thousand Days,” which was cluding perhaps $120,000 in bonds, way this season, 28 were straight 
figured a probable hit at that time, and there have been film deals for plays (four hits, one questionable, 
but subsequently involved a loss of “Detective Story” and “At War three doubtful and 20 failures’: 15 
$35,000). There had also been With the Army.” So the season-end musicals (two hits, two question- 
$225,000 dropped on a single out- deficit for 1948-49 is already sub- able one doubtful and 10 fail 


_of-town closing, “That's the Ticket.” stantially reduced. ures): eight revivals (one hit, one 
The amount invested in apparent In contrast to last season, when questionable, one probable failure 


ber of the Wedding” and “Cocktail | 


Party,” are netting an aggregate 
of around $36,000 a week. Assum- 
ing that they continue accumulat- 
ing profits for some time and that 
there will be substantial additional 


revenue from the road, film deals 


hits came to $1,940,000. _a number of shows flopped for! and five failures), and five ™'&* 

Few Costly Failures huge losses, the 1949-50 season had cellaneous (“She Stoops to Cop 

At that time the assets of all cur- few very costly failures. Whereas quer.” “Corn Is Green,” “ane 

rent shows were estimated at the 1£48-49 list included such Heiress” and the return bookins> 
$2,176,000, leaving a deficit of fiascos as “All for Love” ($500~ of “Brigadoon” and “Streetca’. 

$4,584,000 outstanding. The sea- 000), “Along Fifth Avenue” ($275,-. “Night in Spain” and “Funzapo?* 


son’s big coin-earning shows were 000), “Heaven on Earth” ($320,000), pin” are not included in the cale 
size of, “Magdalena” ($330,000), “My Ro-/| culations, as they rated as vate 
“Sleepy shows. 


then (in the order of 


weekly profit) “Kiss Me, Kate,”\imance” ($200,000) and 
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Legit Film Sales Surge 


In contrast to last season, when only two 
Hollywood for a total of $90,000, there was a 
deals during 1949-50, including the following: 


plays were sold to 
surge of legit picture 


Season 
Title ' Produced ‘ Buyer Price 
“Streetcar Named Desire” 1947-48 ‘ Charles K. Feldman $350,000 
. Plus % 
“Detective Story 1948-49 Paramount $285,000 
- Plus % 
“2, Mistress Mine” 1945-46 RKO $139.00 
“Brigadoon” nd 1946-47 J. Arthur Rank $150,000 
| ny Plus “% 
“Silver Whistle” 1948-49 Charles K. Feldman $150,000 


‘Look, Ma, I’m Dancin’” 1947-48 
“At War With the Army” 1948-49 
“Mr. Imperium” Unproduced 
“Montserrat” 1949-50 
Yankee” 


‘Magnificent 1945-46 


“First Legion” 1934-35 
“Some of the Sky” Unproduced 

Because of prior film deals on 
already strings on the screen righ 
tlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Love,” “Lost in the Stars,” “The 
and “Peter Pan.” 


“Caesar 


‘including author’s 
fee as adaptor) 
$60,000 
$50,000 
$50,000 
$40,000 
Plus °@ 
$25,000 
Plus % 
against $100,000 
maximum 
$25,000 


Paramount 

Fred F. Finklehoffe 
Metro 

Anatole Litvak 


Metro 


Leo Productions 
‘Douglas Sirk) Plus 
Metro $10,000 
the original editions, there are 
ts to “Arms and the Girl,” Gen- 
and Cleopatra,” “I Know My 
Innocents,” ‘“Where’s Charley?” 











Metopera Gross Nearly $1,000,000 In & 
1-Week Tour for One of Best in 65 Yrs. 


‘The Metropolitan Opera Assn. + 
week compieted one of the 
vost successful tours in its 65-year- 


ast 


old history. It- was also one of 
he toughest, due to railroading | 


problems, with a rail strike threat 
at the close almost spoiling the 
junket. ‘Tour was a virtual sellout 
everywhere except in St. Louis. It 
vrossed almost $1,000,000, and 
made more profit for the Met than 
in recent seasons. 

Seven-week tour covered about 
7,500 miles, with 51 performances 
in 15 cities. About 234,500 people 
attended the operas, with total take 
for the tour estimated at $950,780. 
\verage top was $8.40 (as against 
the N. Y. top of $7.50), with At- 
lanta’s set at $10. Biggest gross 
was in Cleveland, where eight per- 
formances brought in over $200.- 
000, in a 9,000-seat house. Boston, 
With a 3.000-seater, grossed about 
$135,000 in nine showings; Chicago 
pulled an estimated $110,000 for 
seven operas, and Minneapolis 
grossed about $73,000 in four. The 
Chicago engagement was sold out | 
completely before the Met troupe 
xrrived, except for a matinee. 

The Oklahoma City date, which 
was a single performance stay, 
grossed an estimated $27,000 in a 
6.000-seater auditorium, this being | 
the biggest single performance sale | 
of the tour, and the largest gross 
the Met has ever had on a one- 
night stand. The St. Louis ‘stand, 
with four performances, was dis- | 
appointing, with only half-filled 
houses, unexplainably. 

The Met tour—“the biggest thing 
that moves except the circus,” ac- 
cording to tour director Francis | 


Robinson—required two special | 
trains to transport personnel of | 
325 and props. Sets, costumes, | 


electrical effects, etc., filled 20 bag- 
gage cars. This year’s was a much 
harder tour than before, according 
to Robinson, because the jumps 
were so big. Where in previous | 
vears the troupe never moved more 
(Continued on page 51) 
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program of five plays at the Coro-| 
net theatre, but left a great deal 
'o be desired in the way of finan- 
cial return. 
Cisneys and Doolittle have a 
ong lease on Las Palmas and if 
‘ake It With You” gives them 
ce added impetus they need, will 
probably embark on a longrange 
production program. So far, 
cy've concentrated on comedy 
cks. Future productions, how- 
cver, will include straight 
© amas—and new scripts if suit- 
ones can be found. 
.t the moment however, Foot- 
ots is coneentrating on getting 
ake It With You” out of the way. 
t goes fairly smoothly it will 
.e done more than provide the 
ved capital and impetus for fur- 


ave 


' production. It will have 
'oved that it’s possible to pro- 
‘uce legit on the Coast despite 


‘uctuating talent availabilities. 





H’burg Community Legit 
To Get Own 57'44G Home 
Harrisburg, Pa., May 30. 

Contracts for the erection of a 
$57,500 home for the Harrisburg 
Community theatre have been let 
and construction is expected to be 
completed in time for the opening 
of the theafte’s 24th season this 
fall. 

A total of $16,575 is already in 
hand and a drive for $25,925 will 
be launched shortly. 
ing $15,000 will be financed by a 
mortgage, to be paid off at the raie 
of $3,000 yearly now used for rent- 
ed quarters. 

The new structure will contain 
an auditorium seating 475 persons, 
stage, dressing rooms, workshop, 
offices and rehearsal quarters. 





Duvey Quits Tributary 
In Hub for Vt. Strawhat 


Boston, May 30. 
Eliot Duvey, director of Hub’s 
Tributary Theatre since its incep- 
tion in 1941, has announced his 
resignation. Duvey will spend the 
summer in Burlington, Vt., where 


he will direct productions at St.’ 


Michael’s Playhouse. 

No successor has been appointed 
as yet, but will be named before 
season reopens in September. 





Legit Follow-Up 











A Streetcar Named 
Desire 
(CITY CENTER, N. Y.) 
Although “A Streetear Named 
Desire” has been presented in an 
assortment of legit theatres, pi 
ture palaces, opera houses and au- 
ditoriums from coast to coast, it 
probably has had no tougher test 
than in this valedictory engage- 
ment in New York's barn-like City 


Center. In such a vast and ac- 
eoustically-faulty house, it’s dis- 
appointing entertainment. 

To anyone who has seen the 
i Tennessee Williams drama under 
suitable conditions, the present 
experience is a letdown. The sub- 


tlety, depth and compassion of the 


‘play is now largely missing, with 


greater emphasis on the brutality 
and coarse comedy. Since the 
players have to practically bellow 
to be heard at all ‘and even then 
the lines have a muffled sound 
which makes them only partly in- 
telligible), the performance be- 
comes a travesty. Considering the 


difficulties, the acting is admir- | 
abie. Particularly in the sixth 
scene, in whieh she tells Mitch | 


about her early, pathetic marriage, 
as 


Uta Hagen’s performance 
Blanche is heart-breaking. An- 
thony Quinn, as Stanley; Jorja 


Curtright, as Stella; George Mat- 
thews. as Mitch; Peggy Rea, as 
Eunice, and Wright King, as the 
voung bill collector, also make 
the best of an impossible assign- 
ment. Other straight plays have 


been difficult at the City Center, 
but few have fared as badly as 
“Streetcar.” 


Hobe. 


The remain- | 


pic- | 


‘Leide Vice Bamboschek 
For Philly Opera Post 


Philadelphia, May 30. 
The Philadelphia-LaSecala Opera 
Co. has named Enrico Leide, mu- 
| sical director of 


conductor for the 1950-51 season. 
In addition to conducting the 


| LaSeala’s 31st season in this city, | 


_Leide will also maestro the troupe’s 
appearances at the Detroit Opera 
Festival, in October. 


Leide repiaces Giuseppe Bam- 
boschek, veteran LaScala conduc- 
tor, who switched this spring to 


the rival Philadelphia Civic Grand 
Opera. 





Tourel Latest Concert 
Star to Switch Managers, 
Going to Davidson in ’51 


Jennie Tourel, top mezzo-soprano 
{who has been with Columbia Art- 
ists Mgt. for several seasons, will 
switch over to the James A. David- 
ison offices for the 1951-52 season. 
| Move is latest in a series of change- 
/overs made by leading concert art- 
lists, and follows soon after the 
switch of Helen Traubel from 
Davidson to Columbia. Other im- 
portant management changes have 
included Gregor Piatigorsky’s exit 


\from Columbia to Sol Hurok; 
Gladys Swarthout to Columbia 
from National Concert & Artists 
Corp., and Ferruccio Tagliavini 


from Columbiu to Jack Adams. 

Miss Tourel left N. Y. Saturday 
(27) tor Europe and Israel. She’ll 
sing in London and Paris, and as- 
sist in the European preem of Hin- 
demith’s “Marienleben” at the 
Edinburgh Festival. She'll also do 
an extensive Israeli tour, with five 
recitals and 12 appearances with 
orchestra skedded. She’ll be back 
in October, appearing for the final 
winter season under the Columbia 
banner. 


Lake Shore Sked 


Buffalo, May 30. 

Lake Shore Playhouse, Inc., at 
Derby near here, will open its 11- 
week summer season June 20 with 
‘Born Yesterday.” The summer 
schedule includes “See My 
Lawyer,” “Twin Beds,” “Great Big 
Doorstep,” “George Washington 
Slept Here,” “Time of Your Life,” 
“Junior Miss,” “Harvey,” ‘Room 
Service,” “Arsenic and Old Lace.” 


s 1949-50 B.0. 
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New Year’s week, when 35 shows 
grossed $707,400. 

The biggest grossers on tour this 
season have been “Kiss Me, Kate” 
‘about $1,875,000 in 46 weeks), 
“Brigadoon” (about $1,400,000 in 
48 weeks), “Mister Roberts” (al- 
most $1,395,000 in 52 weeks), and 
“Oklahoma!” (about $1,285,000 in 
42 weeks). 

Chi Number 2 Spot 

As usual, Chicago was the most 
important road stand. Its season 
' gross was $4,056,100 on 164 weeks 
played by 28 shows, without any 
| tryouts. Number two road city was 
' Los Angeles, with a gross total of 
$2,551,600 on 178 weeks played by 
37 shows, with no tryouts. Boston 
was the third road stand, with a 
season gross of $1,913,500, com- 
piled on 103 weeks played by 43 
shows, including 19 tryouts. Phila- 
delphia again trailed the smaller 
Hub with a gross total of $1,537,- 
000 pulled in 85 weeks played by 
42 shows, including 22 tryouts. 

San Francisco had a season gross 
of $1,505,900 for 61 weeks played 
by 14 shows, including three try- 
outs. Detroit’s gross was $1,055,- 
600 on 42 weeks played by 21 
shews ‘excluding eight local light 
opera productions), with three try- 
outs. St. Louis grossed $529,700 in 
24 weeks played by 17 shows, with 
no tryouts. Cleveland tabbed 
$501,400 in 21 weeks played by 18 


shows, with four tryouts. Toronto 
registered $439,300 gross in 23 


weeks piayed by 22 shows, inelud- 
ing two tryouts. 

Pittsburgh's gross for the season 
was $384200 in 19 weeks played 
by 17 shows, including two tryouts. 
Baltimore grossed $354,200 in 27 
weeks played by 24 shows, includ- 
ing one tryout. New Haven racked 
up a gross of $316,900 in 26 weeks 
played by 26 shows, including 18 
trvouis. And Washington, re-en- 
tering the legit picture in March, 
picked up a total of $225,600 in 12 
weeks played by six shows, with 
;no tryouts. 


the Carnegie | 
“Pops” series in New York, as its | 


Chicago Ends Drab: Legit Season: 


' 


| 





Starlight Musieals In 
Indpls. Lead With ‘Prince’ 


Indianapolis, May 30. 

Ear! Williams, Andzia Kuzak and 
Alexander Gray were named to 
leads in “Student Prince,” opening 
attraction of Starlight Musicals 
here July 11-17. Charles Hedley 
will direct, with Marguerite de 
Anguera in charge of choreography. 

Other dates set for series at fair- 
grounds include “New Moon,” July 
18-23; “Red Mill,” July 25-31 and 
“Great Waltz,” Aug. 1-6. Advance 
ticket sale started this week, in of- 
fer of subscriptiou books with $6 
worth of ticket coupons for $5 un- 
til June 24. 

Summer operations in the state 
picked up a new recruit this week 


when Indiana U. announced its 
school of music at Bloomington 
will give “New Moon,” Kurt 


Weill's “Street Scene” and a third 
work to be selected, in July and 
August, with Ernst Hoffman as 
musical director and Walter Rus- 
sell as stage director. 


Gene Mann Skeds New 
Indoor Season on Coast; 


‘Blondes’ Will Ton List 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Gene Mann, who tees off his 
fifth open-air operetta season at 
the Greek theatre July 3, will move 
his legit production indoors this 
fall. 

Mann's Greek Theatre Produc- 
tions, Ine., is taking over El] Capi- 
tan. 1.142-seat legiter. located about 
200 feet north of Hollywood and 
Vine, and will present a fall and 
winter season of straight plays. 
Emphasis will be on current New 
York hits. but Mann also will hunt 
new scrints with an eye 
ultimate Broadway production. Lo- 
cation of the house is exnected to 
heln attract tourist brsiness in 
addition to the regular local le*it- 
goers, much in the manner of Ken 
Murray’s “Blackouts,” which ran 





quite comfortably for seven years | 


until an abortive 
was planned. 
Mann indicated he may do 
occasional musical at Fl Capitan 
but that the indoor season will in 
no way affect 
theatre productions. El Capitan 
venture probably will bow Sept. 4, 


at El Capitan 
Broadway how 
dlt 


which would put house in com- 
netition with final two weeks of 
Greek’s last offering, “Gentlemen 


Prefer Blondes” starring Gertrude 
Neisen. 


Denison U.’s 4th 


Granville, O., May 30. 





annual summer theatre here, June 
20 with Philip King’s “See How 
‘They Run.” The season will run 
nine weeks with a different play 
each week. Prof. Edward A. 
Wright is supervising director. 

Managing director is William O. 
Brasmer, Richard G. Adams is as- 
sociate director and John H. John- 
son technical director. Mrs. FE. D. 
Reese, of Newark, one of the 
founders of the college-backed 
strawhat, continues as 
manager. 








Five Shows 
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bring to Broadway and is figured 
to have lost about $20,000 there- 
after. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” whieh 
ended an extended tour in Cleve- 
land, has already paid a profit of 
$10,000 on its $60,000 investment, 


and is expected to distribute about | 


$20,000 more in the next few 
weeks. It will play a Coast .tour 
next fall under Lewis & Young 


sponsorship and probably be done 
in London the following spring. 

“Diamond Lil,” which wound up 
in Boston, was financed for $35,000. 
but cost another $11.700 to reopen 
after it had been forced to lay off 
for severa] months when Mae West 
broke her ankle. It earned back its 
cost durin? the Broadway run, sul 
sequently paid a profit of 10%, 
and is due to repay another 30° 
or so within a few weeks. There 
are tentative plans to resume the 
jlour next season, 


+ 


foward | 


his regular Greek | 


Denison U. will open its fourth | 


business 


Summer, Fall Prospects Bullish 


Chicago, May 30. 
“Miss Liberty” arrived last week 
as Chicago's 1949-50 season came to 
a close. Season was rather drab. 
However, tail end seems somewhat 
better, than the rest of the year. 


Although grosses have been con- 
stantly dipping since the Lenten 
season, the last two weeks have 
seen a rise in boxoffice receipts, 
mostly attributed to conventions 
and parties. 


season count shows 2! 


attractions of all kinds against 26 
of last vear. But regular legit fare, 
counting both revivals and road 
companies, was four less than last 
vear, with three Shubert musical 
stocks thrown in, plus appearance 
of the -Met and New York City 
opera troupes. All shows have 
played a total of 168 weeks during 


Present 


the season here, for a total gross 
of $3,970,100. 
With the exception of perhaps 


eight plays and musicals, Chicago 
got the castofis of New York and 
other parts. The boxoffice reaction 
to these latter was slight, and there 
was even disappointing response 
to excellent national companies of 


“Death of a Salesman” and “De- 
'tective Story.” “Salesman” had 
'a five-month run, but “Story” lost 
money on a stay of 13 weeks. 
“Kiss Me, Kate” was the top 
money-maker and longrun cham- 


pion, with eight months under the 
belt. Show hit consistently around 
the $35,000-$40,000 weekly mark, 
but stumbled when it tried to hur- 
die the Lenten barrier, with the 
take falling below $30,000 for the 
last month or so. 

Next best grosser was the oddity, 
‘Borscht-Capades,” a Yiddish-Eng- 
lish revue, which topped over $20,- 
000 weekly due to parties, with 
breakeven mark below $10,000. 
Show stayed on for seven weeks. 

Good Summer Lincup 

Third place winner is “Okla- 
homa!,” which bowed in the last 
week in April and was set for a six- 

‘Continued on page 52) 


Philly Forum Going In 
For More Commercial 
Show Biz Attractions 


Philadelphia, May 30. 

The Philadelphia Forum, annual 
concert and lecture’ series, has 
scuttled the classroom, self-im- 
provement angle in favor of more 
theatrical and popular fare for the 
1950-'51 season. Series is given in 
the 3,000-seat Academy of Music 
and has operated since early in the 
1920s. 


| 

| Next season, however, will be 

ithe Forum’s first attempt at an out- 

|and-out commercial lineup, al- 
the series always had a 


leavening of pop artists. 

Announced for the Forum’s com- 
ing season are Margaret Webster's 
| “St. Joan,” Nov. 10, Eddie Cantor’s 
“40 Years of Show Business,” Nov, 

16; Hildegard, Nov. 29; Charles L, 

, Wagner’s operatic troupe in “La 
| Boheme,” Dec. 8; Liuba Welitch, 
| Jan. 4; Vienna Boys Choir, Jan. 
10; Boston Symphony orchestra, 
Feb. 12; Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, March 1; Mario’ Lanza, 
Merch 13, and Edward Everett 
| Horton’s “Springtime for Henry,” 
| April 9. 

Originally founded by the late 
Edward W. Bok as a pubiie and 
cultural service, the Forum has in 
recent years been run by the Phila- 
delphia Inquirer, town’s morning 
daily. New serie. figures to have 
big pull, with top price for 10 
events only $28 ‘tax included) and 
is scaled down to $9.75 for upstairs 
seats. 


N.Y. City Opera to Slash 
Top for Fall Run in Chi 


Chicago, May 30. 

Chi operagoers wili get a break 
this fall when the New York City 
Opera Co. returns to Chicago for 
a three-week stand Nov. 15, when 
prices on the main floor of the 
Chicago Civie Opera House will 
be slashed for half the seats to 
$2.50 and $2 from the previous 
top of $4. 

Laszlo Halasz, director of the 
New York group, said there would 
be a five-day week here to allow 
three performances in Milwaukee, 
two in East Lansing, Mich., and 
two others in another midwestern 
‘city, as yet unannounced, 
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Bucks County Looks 








day through Thursday. Single mati- | 


nee Thursday runs $2.40 to 90c. 
There’s no cut on season subscrip- 
tions. Terrell bills his 
“more low priced seats than any 
other two theatres on the straw- 
hat circuit.” 

Program for 16 weeks is set 
through Sept. 24. “Cat and the 
Fiddle” is second bill, June 13; 
“Song of Norway” is due June 20; 
“Rio Rita,” June 27; “Robin Hood,” 
July 4; “Bloomer Girl,” July 11; 
“Red Mill,” July 18; “Anything 
Goes,” July 25; “Nanette,” Aug. 1; 
“Sari,” Aug. 8; “Brigadoon,” Aug. 
15; “Hit the Deck,” Aug. 22; “Choc- 
olate Soidier,” Aug. 29; “Good 
News,” Sept. 5; “Show Boat,” Sept. 
12-24, closing the season. Full staff 
numbers 55, including 10 pit musi- 
cians. 

New scale at last year’s SRO 
rate can raise gross from $7,500 to 
$14,000, it’s estimated. Flexibility 
of seating plan permits adding 
more pews as needed. Mail order 
and phone advance is very healthy 
and indicates wide popular sup- 
port, especially in local communi- 
ties. 

Not returning are Wilbur Evans, 
who staged and starred last season 
with spouse Susanna Foster. 
Whether pull will be affected by 
their large following is yet to be 
determined. 

Third and 
venture is 
Francis’ al 
16m. 
New 
House 
( l me 
head. 
tion to 
guzzie 


newest entertainment 
restaurateur Johnny 
fresco type intimate 
cinema house adjoining his 
Hope eatery. Titled Canal 
No. 16, it tees off Thurs. 
with single showing at $1 a 
Francis figures it as addi- 
his garden schmoose and 
joint. Bill change is set 
twice weekly, alternating Ameri- 
can and French bills with accent 
on Ll. S. Academy winners. 
rrancis has a syndicate backed 
by cartoonist Harry Haenigsen, 
who has coin in Lambertville Cir- 
cus and Bucks County Playhouse 


in addition. Venture abortively 
opened last November but shut- 
tered after a fortnight because 


of non-compliance with the state’s 
building code. Elimination of 
steps, and removal of side walls 
so that the flick joint is now 
open on all fronts, bring it 
within conformity. Double change- 
over type projector booth, canvas 
backed chairs, and coffee served 
during showings, give it the feel 
of an outdoor art house. Canvas 
walls roll down in inclement weath- 
er. Opener is United World re- 
lease, “Mr. Orchid.” Joint will 
compete with bullfrog and cricket 
chirps from adjacent canal. Claudia 
Shoemaker art exhibit is tossed in 
for price of admission. 


Perry To Direct At Barter 

Abingdon, Va., May 30. 
Margaret Perry, who has di- 
rected several Broadway shows, has 
arrived in Abingdon to stage pro- 
ductions for the Barter theatre 
here this summer. 
She will direct 
and “Lite With Father,” the open- 
ing plays for Barter’s 18th summer 


season, June 12 through Sept. 2. | 


Rehearsals will start during the 
first week in June. 


New Flower Hill Setup 
Albany, May 30. 


Sky Top Summer Theatre, Inc. | 


has been chartered to conduct a 
theatrical production business in 
Flower Hill, Nassau county, N. Y. 
Capital stock is $30,000, at $10 par 
value. 

Frank W. Harris, of New York 
City, is a director and filing at- 
torney. 


Princeton To Resume 
Princeton, May 30. 

McCarter theatre here will begin 
its fourth summer season June 19, 
with Herbert Kenwith as producer. 

Strawhat will operate under 
name of Princeton Summer Thea- 
tre. 

Shelley Winters will star in 
“Born Yesterday” for the opening 
Bill. 


‘Caesar’ Cast Set 
Olney, Md., May 30. 

Cast for “Caesar and Cleopatra,” 
starring Paulette Goddard, which 
opens Olney theatre season June 
16, has been announced. Francis 
Compton will play Caesar. Hurd 
Hatfield will play Apollodorus. 
Others include Norman MacKay, 
Vinette Carroll, Ralph Sumpter, 
Morton L. Stevens, 
ster, Grant Gordon, Helen Harrel- 
son, Dortha Duckworth, Eric Bur- 
roughs and Ted Nelson. 

Rehearsals will begin on Satur- 
day (3) under the direction of Ar- 
thur Sircom, who is resident di- 


Continued from page 48 


scale, |. 


Harold Web- | 





rector at the Cape Playhouse, Den- 
nis, Mass., where “Caesar” will also 


| play. 


Olney sked now includes 
“Caeser,” June 16; Eve Arden in 
“Over 21,” June 27; Jean Parker 
in “Light Up the Sky,” July 4; 
Martha Scott in “Another Lan- 
guage,” July 11; Basil Rathbone in 
::The Winslow Boy,” Aug. 8; ZaSu 
Pitts in “Post Road,” Sept. 5, and 
Brian Aherne in ‘Dear Brutus,” 
Sept 12. 


Mt. Gretna Season 
Mt. Gretna, Pa., May 30. 


Sixth 





Charles F. Coghlan has returned | 


to Gretna Playhouse for his sixth 
straight strawhat season and will 
launch the summer schedule with 
“Let Us Be Gay” 
Otto is co-producer with Coghlan. 
Coghlan’s wife, Kathleen Phe- 
lan, has been appearing regularly 
with the supporting cast of the 
“Chevrolet Television Theatre.” 


Pitts Bowing In Seattle 
Seattle, May 30. 

Cirque theatre, penthouse-type 
house here, has set visit of ZaSu 
Pitts here for two weeks beginning 
June 6. Miss Pitts will star in 
“The Late Christopher Bean.” It 
will mark the first time a local 
little theatre has brought in a star 
to head a cast and will also be 
the first time Miss Pitts has played 
in a penthouse type house. 

Supporting cast will include 
Wiley Tower, Bill Landes, Eleanor 
Potterud, Lori Lanegger and Irving 
Sternoff, with Dean Goodman 
directing. 

Cirque, operated by Gene Keene, 


June 8. Gene P. | 


is negotiating with other legit, 
names, including Glenda Farrell. 


Sterling Holloway, Sylvia Sydney 
and Richard Arlen, to star in pro- 
ductions here this summer. 


Christians’ Course At Berkshire 
Albany, May 30. 

Mady Christians, who has ap- 
peared several times as guest star 
at the Berkshire Playhouse ‘in 
Stockbridge, Mass., will give her 
condensed course on “How to 
Approach a Part” at the Drama 
School of William Miles’ straw- 
hatter. The school will open July 
1. Miss Christian will offer the 
course toward the latter part of 
the season. 

Pola Nirenska, exponent of the 
modern dance in England, has 


| been 


‘been engaged by Maria Hershman- | 


Horch, the school director, to teach 
| dancing, following her engagement 


at Ted Shawn's Jacob’s Pillow 
Dance Festival. She is slated to 


appear as a soloist at the Festival 
opening June 30. 

The Playhouse will tee off June 
| 19 with Margaret Webster’s com- 
pany in “The Taming of the 
Shrew.” 


Louisville, May 30. 
Pioneer Playhouse, an innovation 
| for the state, is set to open tomor- 


| ennnmeamen 
Central Kentucky's First 
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STEPHEN DOUGLAS ° 

As BILLY BLGELOW, male lead 
in “CAROUSEL” opening June 7th 
at DRURY LANE, London, Eng- 
land. 
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M’Lord” aren’t in the broad laugh 


category of a “Born Yesterday,” 
“Harvey” or such former hits as 
“You Can't Take It with You,” 


“Boy Meets Girl,”’ “Room Service,” 
“Brother Rat” and “Man Who 
Came to Dinner.”” The suggestion, 
oceasionally advanced, that there's 
no longer sufficient public demand 
for comedies of the above type is 
apparently refuted by the contin- 
uing popularity of those very plays 
on the road and in stock. 

Despite the dire failure of most 
straight comedy shows, comedy re- 
mains the boxoffice staple of 
Broadway. Plays with at least 
some comedy flavor have always 
more durable than serious 
dramas. (‘Streetcar Named De- 
sire’ set some sort of record by 
getting a run of two years in New 
York, and although “Death of a 
Salesman” got perhaps the great- 
est critical reaction in U. S. stage 
history, it’s a questionable pros- 
pect to reach the two-year mark on 
Broadway’). And musical comedies 
almost always do better at the 
b.o. than serious musical shows. 


Inactive Playwrights 

An obvious factor in the short- 
age of strong comedy scripts is the 
fact that the established dramatists 
in that field have not been active. 
George S. Kaufman, who teamed 
with Moss Hart, Mare Conelly, 
Morrie Ryskind and others in the 
authorship of click comedies, is 


' now confining his efforts to direct- 


| splitting 


irow (31) at Kentucky State Hos-| 


| pital, just outside Danville, Ky. 
| Venture is first resident theatre in 
| Central Kentucky. 


| to dedicate itself to helping support 
a staté institution, as 20% of the 
gross of the Playhouse will go to 
a canteen fund for the Kentucky 
State Hospital, once Darnell Army 
| Hospital, and now a mental institu- 
| tion. 

Hospital has a 
theatre building, built when 
Army was in charge. It is isolated 
from the hospital and approached 
by a separate entrance. Used 
currently once a week for film 
, showings for a few patients, house 
will schedule live plays for a two- 
week run. Monday performances 
will be reserved for hospital 
| patients and staff. Plays set for 
the rest of the summer are ‘Late 
Christopher Bean,” “Three Men 
On a Horse,” “Claudia,” “All My 
Sons” and “Mrs. Moonlight.” 

Eben Henson, young Danville 


small, modern 


It’s also said | 


“The Heiress” |to be first and only in the country | 


the | 


| been 


businessman who attended Holb-| 


way School of the Theatre in San 
Francisco and Dramatic Workshop 
in New York, heads project. Stan 
Schwager of Brooklyn 
signer and technical director. Di- 
‘rector is Barbara Whiting of 
| Boston. Others 
venture are John Russell, 
Perron and Anita Stober, all with 
legit experience. 


HAMBURG THEATRE 


Buffalo, May 30. 

Little Theatre of Hamburg, Buf- 
falo suburb, is currently present- 
ing “The Milky Way.” Theatre’s 
permanent acting organization in- 
/cludes James Highy, Glenn Web- 
ister, Thomas’ Liston, Francis 
| Czerniejewski, Mary Ann Reyn- 
olds, Jane Murray, Stanley H. 
Bevins, Bob Barrett and Lloyd 
Behrens. 





is set de-| 


in the strawhat | 
Larry | 


ing. Hart tried ‘‘Light Up the 
Sky” last season, but has generally 
written more serious plays since 
from Kaufman, John 
Murray and Allen Boretz, who 
authored “Room Service,” haven't 
collaborated in years and neither 
has come up with anything notable 


for the stage recently. 
Fred  Finklehoffe and John 
Monks, who teamed on “Brother 


Rat,” also split shortly thereafter 
and neither one has been active in 


legit authorship. Samuel and 
Bella Spewack, who wrote “Boy 


Meets Girl,” had only flops there- 


after, until they provided the 
book for Cole Porter’s music in 
“Kiss Me, Kate.” Samuel Spe- 


wack’s solo effort last season, “Two 
Blind Mice,” was a failure. Arthur 
Kober has done nothing notable in 
legit since writing “‘Having Won- 
derful Time.” | 

John Cecil Holm, who- col- 
laborated with George Abbott on 
“Three Men on a Horse,” has not 
able to come up with an- 
other straight play success. George 
Kelly had a moderate click several 
seasons ago with “Foolish Notion,” 
but has done little else recently. 
Howard Linsay and Russell Crouse, 


who turned Joseph Kesselring’s 
“Arsenie and Old Lace” into a 
farcical goldmine, generally do 


plays of a somewhat more serious 
flavor, such as “Life with Father” 
and “State of the Union.” Kenyon 
Nicholson and Charles Robinson 
who partnered with “Sailor, Be- 


| ware,” have not been able to re- 
| peat that b.o. wow of 15 years ago. 


| 
| 


Tht leaves the authors of 
“Harvey” and “Born Yesterday”’— 
Mary Coyle Chase and Garson 
Kanin, respectively. Miss Chase, 
a resident of Denver, has been re- | 
ported for about five years (ever | 
since the click of Harvey’) to be 
working on a new play, but noth- 
ing more tangible has come of it. 
Kanin, on the other hand, has been | 
turning out a succession of scripts, | 


| sey, 


'London edition of 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Film rights to “Silver Whistle,” bought by Charles k. Fel 


dian, 


cost $150,000, including an adaptor fee to the playwright, Robert E 


McEnroe. 


a half years, and a fee of $50,000 
do a screen treatment. 


However, the Theatre Guild, which presented the play 
that it was entitled to the producer's regular 40° share of th 
tion fee as well as of the $100,000 purchase price. 
agreed to cut the Guild in for a percentage of part 
but not all of it, as he had the expenses of going to the ¢C 
back, of living there for several weeks, besides writing the secre 

how much of the $50,000 the Guild l 


treatment. Exactly 
ceived was not revealed. 


Ethel Shutta (Mrs. George Kirksey), 
| the Houston, Tex., stock revival of Moss Heart’s 
| is staging a comeback. Houston is her present residence where Kirk. 
ex-Hearstman, is in public relations, at present handling Contj- 
nental Oil and just called in on the new Coca-Cola plant ope 


the southwest. 


The original price was $100,000 for the rights 
down payment of $25,000 and the balance in installments 0 
pe the author to go to 


“Sky,” incidentally, in its sixth week currently 
three weeks longer than any other show has run. 9 
musicomedy star is set for four operettas during the local summe 
air season, and Graham Prince is agenting her new 


, including a 
ver two and 
the Coast to 


eed 
e€ adapta- 
McEnroe Seaastaan, 
of the extra $50,000, 
Oast and 
en 
actually re. 


who has one of the leads in 
“Light Up the Sky,” 


rations in 
marks 
Former Ziegfeld 
r open- 
recording deal. 


She waxed three indie platters which he is dickering to turn over to a 


major disker. 


San Francisco Civie Light Opera Assn. was notified over the weekend 
that it had better start retunding some ticket sales on “South Pacific” 
Hit show comes into Frisco late in July for six weeks following a 10- 
week stand in Los Angeles. Frisco Civic had advertised Sunday per- 
formances, without consulting producers Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein If. Show management first learned of it last weekend and 
promptly notified the Frisco group that there would be no Sunday 
performances, Situation was apparently a case of mutual misunder- 


standing. 
ances. 
An 


Management of ‘‘Lend 


Ear” 


Other shows on the civic schedule play Sunday perform. 


points out that the 


payment of 


$30,000 of the show’s earnings to the backers of the Coast production 
was specifically provided for in the limited partnership of the Broad- 


way edition. As reported last 


of the show. 


week, 
several backers headed by Martin B. Singer, 


the payment is questioned by 
who holds a $1,000 slice 


The management also claims the deficit of $11,255, listed 


in the April account’s statement on the production, ‘has since been 
reduced to $173 by retroactive royalty cuts and profits on the Chicag 


engagement. 


Legit Bits 


The Dave Tebets (Nanette Fab-| Alan Jay Lerner-Frederick Loewe 


ray) go to the Coast next week to 
visit the actress’ family ... Henry 
Sherek, arriving Monday (29) from 
London, reports that his West End 
production of ‘Cocktail Party” 
paid off its $7,000 production cost 
in the first 10 days of its run. 

The Treasurer of the United States, 


musical, to be titled “Paint Your 
Wagon” and have a wild west 
theme, will be produced next 


winter by Cheryl Crawford tend 
Lillian Gish has called off a visit 
to Paris in order to play the title 
part in R. C. Sherriff’s ‘Miss 


Mabel” for a strawhat tour and 
then on Broadway . Claude 
|Dauphin will quit the “Happy 
Time” lead Sept. 1 to play the 


incorrectly identified in a_ story 
from Washington in last week's 
issue, is named Georgia Neese 
Clark . .. Backers of Katherine 
Cornell’s production of “That 
Lady” have been informed that 
although the $60,000 investment | 


was a total loss, there won't be any 
overcall because the star waived 


her salary for the final two weeks | 


of the tour... Ticket broker 
Louis Schonceit to Coast on vaca- 
tion. 

Irene Worth, who quits’ the 
Broadway company of “Cocktail 
Party” this week, with Margaret 
Phillips replacing, will take over 
the same part in the London edi- 


Henry Fonda part in the Paris edi- 
tion of “Mister Roberts.” He’ll be 
succeeded by his understudy, Roger 
Dann. 

Revival of “You Can’t Take it 
With You” on the Coast, starring 
Fred Stone, is now slated for a 
June 5 opening at Las Palmas, 
L.A., with Queenie Smith, Fran- 
ces Williams, Sandra Gould and 


‘John Qualen inked for supporting 


tion, succeeding Margaret Leighton | 


... Theatrical attorney Walter H. 
Liebman lett Friday (26) 
Coast on a month’s vacation-busi- 
ness trip... Reginald Owen will 
appear with Celeste Holm in 
Richard Krakeur’s production of 
“Affairs of State,” by Louis Ver- 
neuil, on Broadway next fall 

John Williams will play General 
Burgoyne and Philip Bourneuf and 
Frances Reid (Mrs. Bourneuf) will 
play the Rev. and Mrs. Anderson 
with Maurice Evans in “Devil's 
Disciple” in strawhats and on the 
Coast . The Margot Jones-Tad 
Adoue-Manning Gurian production 
of “Southern Exposure” will prob- 
ably be budgeted at $60,000. 

P. G. Wodehouse is 
“House 
presentation in the fall. 
tryout casualty this 


It was a 
spring .. 


for the | 


| and 


roles. Michael and Marcella Cis- 
ney and James A. Doolittle are 
producing. 

Louise (Mrs. Martin) Beck will 
go to the Coast in July for a va- 
cation . . . Jeanette Kamins, pro- 
duction assistant to Cheryl Craw- 
ford, sails June 8 on the Ile de 
France for a nine-week vacation 
talent-play expedition... 


‘Larry Douglas has succeeded By- 


rewriting | 
on the Cliff” for possible | 


ron Palmer, and Hazel Willer has 
replaced Doretta Morrow, in 
“Where's Charley?” .. . Ruth Gor- 
don’s new play, “Little Miss No- 
body,” may have a strawhat break- 
in... Brooks Atkinson, formerly 
foreign correspondent for the N. Y. 
Times, has turned domestic. Broad- 
way’s leading critic has been see- 


ing America first from an aisle 
seat in Cleveland, Dallas, Pasa- 


dena and Seattle theatres... The 
Committee of Theatrical Produc- 
ers last week “tetided to take no 
action of the Edward Hall-Sam 


Swerdiloff plan for a legit financ- 


; _:|ing syndicate and a road audience 
John Loder and Sylvia Sidney will | 


subscription setup, but left the 


| proposal to its individual members. 


play the leads in “Anne of the 
Thousand Days” on the subway | 
circuit... The Lawrence Langners | 


(Armina Marshall) planed to Lon- 
don over the weekend to attend 
the West End opening of “Ca- 
rousel” Five early works of 
Eugene O'Neill, including four one- 
acters and a full-length play, were 
published by New Fathoms Ptess 
this week under the title, “The 
Lost Plays of Eugene O'Neill”... 
Sarah Marshall, daughter of Edna 
Best and Herbert Marshall, inter- 
rupted school exams on the Coast 
last week to come to New York 
and audition for the Lunts. She'll 


The council of the Dramatists 
Guild previously decided to await 


‘the action of the CTP before mak- 


tour next season with “I Know My. 


Love. 

Alfred Drake, who finally closes 
this week in “Kiss Me, Kate,” sails 
next Tuesday (6) for London and 
Paris. While there he’li confer with 
Jack Hylton and John C. Wilson 
about playing the lead in the 
“Kate” for a 


short run. He'll also see Sir Alex- 


ander Korda, who wants him for a! 





ing a decision on the plan. . . Ker- 
mit Bloomgarden has optioned 
“Legend of Sarah,” by James Gow 
and Arnaud d’Usseau, for early 
fall production. 


Strawhat Notes 


Muriel Rahn, onetime lead in 
’ , . . . om 
“Carmen Jones,” will sing in “The 
Barrier” at U. of Michigan. for a 





week’s run, starting June 9. .: 
Virginia MacWatters, who quit 
Broadway after “Rosalinda” to 


become a regular with the N. Y. 
City Opera Co., will sing operetta 
leads at Paper Mill Playhouse, 
Milburn, N. J., during July and 
August . . . Ernest Truex will be 
guest star week of June 5 with the 
Deer Lake theatre, Deer Lake, P4. 
in Staniey Houghton’s “The Dear 


mostly of a somewhat serious side.’ picture assignment . .. The new, Departed.” 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’S 


boxoffice estimates for last week 


(the 52d week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


. 


Number of shows current...... 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for all current shows last week... 


Total season’s gross so far by all 


BROADWAY 


This Last 

Season Season 

. ree 25 23 
shows 1,156 1,231 


$562.500 
$26,614,500 


$476,900 


shows $28.840.700 


Number of new productions so far........ 56 73 
ROAD j 
(Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 15 j Be 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 1.018 1,152 
Total road gross reported last week $405.048 $250,000 


Season's total road gross so far 





520.554,700 $23,657,900 





Chi Spotty: ‘Liberty NG Folds, 
‘Okla!’ $27,000, ° 


+ 


Chicago, May 30. 
Chi legit continued tepid last 
week. Still doing okay is “Okla- 


homa!,” which has extended run 
to June 24, and “Two Blind Mice.” 
“Lend An Ear” was off a bit, but 


still profitable. Matinees were 
especially good with pre-Memorial 
Dav traffie heavy. 


in the works is “Good Night 
Ladies” for Blackstone’ about 
June 19, but it’s still not definite 
vet. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Lend An Ear,’ Harris (9th 
week) (1,500; $4.94). Slipped off 
to almost $20,000. : 
“Miss Liberty,” Shubert (2,100; 


$4.94). First week of musical 
over $21,000. Show finishes tour 
here Saturday (3). 

“Oklahoma!,” Erlanger (5th 
week) (1,334; $4.94). Going into 
second month lush with almost 
$27,000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (3d 


week) (1,000; $3.71). Third Guild 
week registered about $18,000. 


London Legit Bits 


London, May 23. 


“A Lady Mislaid” closes at the 
St. Martin’s June 
replaced by Ibsen’s ““Rosmersholm” 
produced by Hallmark Productions, 
of which Jaek Buchanan is head. 
It stars Signe Hasso, Robert Har- 
ris and Edward Chapman... Peter 
Dearing’s new play, “Deadlock,” 
currently touring the provinces, 
goes into the Comedy June 12 re- 
placing “On Monday Next,” which 





folds June 10. Show costars Freda | 


Jackson and Mervyn Johns on 
tour, with latter to be 
due to previous film commitments 
_. ,. Emile Littler has signed Ar- 
thur Askey for top role in his Lon- 
don Casino 
“Goody-Two-Shoes” . Dorothy 
Morrall, leading lady of the Singa- 
pore Repertory theatre, in London 
to line up plays. 

Michael Powell, film producer, 
has formed own legit producing 
company, with first play in West 
End to be a new one by Rodney 
Ackland titled “The Pink Room.” 


; - Continued from page 49 


eam 
than three times a week, this sea- 
son, for instance, during the week 
of May 1, it moved four times, split- 
ting the country right up from 
Houston to Minneapolis. 

Last season's Los Angeles stint 
was out, however, so the Met saved 
on railroading. Business was bet- 
ter than last year in some spots (as 
in Minneapolis and Atlanta), so 
that the Met will clear more from 
this year’s tour than from previous 
ones, 


Threatened rail strike almost got 











Metopera | 











ithe Met in Chi, endangering the 
last stop, Rochester, N. Y. “It 
was the closest we ever came to 


losing a performance,” said Robin- , 


son, who has set up Met tours for 
tive seasons. The Erie R. R. agreed 
to take the troupe from Chi to 
Rochester; and did it in round- 
about fashion, through Indiana, 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, with the 
troupe sitting up for 18 hours (in- 
stead of a normal 12-hour trip, 
sleeping or by Pullman), 

Robinson, who takes over addi- 
tional Met duties June 1 as head 
of boxoffice and subscriptions, also 
disclosed that out of this season’s 
7.000 N, Y. subscribers, only 240 
haven't renewed for next season. 
Of the 6.760 renewing, about 94°0 
ave taken both series of subscrip- 
ions, or 18 performances. Scale 

\t season is same as last, from 
“+.00 to $1.50. 


3 and will be | 


replaced | 


seasonal pantomime, | 
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Ballet Swamping Paris 


As Terp Season Starts 
Off in Rush of Troupes 


Paris, May 23. 

The ballet season in Paris has 
Started in a big way—new ballets 
at the Opera and the Opera Co- 
mique ‘where Massine’s choreogra- 
phy for Ravel’s “La Valse” 
been especially acclaimed); the tri- 
umphal return of Roland Petit and 
the now almost classic 


Shearer of ‘Red Shoes” fame), 


Ruth Page and Bentley Stone’s so- | 


called “American Ballet,” and the 
Rambert Ballet from 


let de Monte Carlo. 

The Ruth Page outfit opened to 
a turbulent audience that found 
“Frankie and Johnny” and “The 
| Bells” sub-standard, the first-men- 
|tioned having been booed 
| hissed. Nothing daunted, publicity 
methods were changed and the new 
title of “Burlesque Ballets” added. 
without, however, much affecting 
audiences which remain small. 

It’s a pity that Jose Limon’s very 
| remarkable “Pavanne du Maure” 
| got lost in the shuffle of music- 


| P 
| hall dancing and bad taste, and) 


receive the attention it 
well deserves. This stylized four- 
character presentation of the 
Othelio tragedy marks a_ high 
point in real American ballet. 
The high point of the season has 
been the first appearance in Paris 
of the Rambert Ballet from Lon- 
don. While there are no outstand- 
ing names, the troupe of young 
|daneers from London's 
Theatre is marvelously disciplined 
as well as versatile. They are do- 
ing ballets by Anthony Tudor, 
Frederick Ashton, Walter Gore, 
Andree Howard and Ninette de 
Valois, their opening bill including 
Tudor’s “Judgment of Paris” and 
“Gala Performance,” both of which 
are well known in New York but 
have not been seen in Paris before. 
Both ballets were danced remark- 
ably, and their humor was neither 
with 


| failed to 


over nor under-emphasized, 
the result that they were as per- 
fect as anyone could ask. 

Another novelty for Paris was 
the first performance of Andree 
Howard's “Lady Into Fox,” based 
on David Garnett’s book, with 
musie by Arthur Honegger, and 
costumes and. setting by Nadja 
Benois. This story of the wife who 


was transformed into a fox is given 
a highly dramatic and moving per- 
formance, particularly by Sally 
Gilmour. who is guest-starring with 
the troupe, in the role of the wife. 


London Council Cites 
Need for Prod. Revamp 


London. May 30. 
Need to take energetic measures 


to put the British production in- 
dustrv on a sounder economic 
basis “if it is to survive on the 
scale which we believe to be de- 
sirable” is stressed in the 12th 


annual report of the Films Coun- 
cil. sent to Board of Trade prexy 
Harold Wiison last Thursday (25). 

Despite the encouraging im- 
provement in the quality of recent 
British product, the report insists 
that the general prospects of the 
industry are aS uncertain as they 
were a year ago. It is still true 
that the majority of British films, 
even when successful, are not re- 


covering their costs. 


| 


‘Chaillot’ Ends Cleve. 
Season With 1336 Take 


Cleveland, May 30. 
“Madwoman of Chaillot’ capped 


the Hanna’s season by bringing in 


has | 


“Carmen” | 
‘at present being danced by Moira | 


London. | 
There are more to come, inciuding | 
Ballet Theatre and the Grand Bal- | 


and | 


Mercury | 


| 
| 


$13.500 in eight performances at a 
$3.70 top last week. 
fantasy with Martita Hunt head- 
ing the cast was helped by the fact 
that many 
atre’s reserved-seat 
series washed up final tickets in 
their books on this comedy, which 
created the usual controversies in 
regard to its unorthodox theme. 
For the 1949-50 season, just 
wound up, the Hanna booked 17 
legit shows for total playing time 
of 20 weeks, in comparison to 27 
attractions displayed in the pre- 
vious season. Topper was “South 
Pacific’”’ which smashed its way to 
almost $144,000 in two weeks. In- 
terest in the Rodgers-Hammerstein 
musical was so intimidating that 
producers of “Kiss Me, Kate” and 
“Lend an Ear” eancelled their 
bookings here, according to Milton 


Krantz, house manager. Second 
best grosser was “Oklahoma!” $32,- 
207 on fifth visit; most popular 
straight play, “Mr. Roberts,” $60.- 
600 in two weeks: second best- 
seller, “Death of Salesman,” $48.- 


300 in two weeks. 


Pacific $54,248 
In Ist L.A. Week 


Los Angeles, May 30. 


“South Pacific’ came into the 
Philharmonic Auditorium last week 
and settled down for a _ surefire 
record run. First week topped the 
corresponding frame of last year’s 
L. A. Civic leader, “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
despite a lower scale on certain 
seats and 70 less seats per per- 
formance. 

Maurice Schwartz Yiddish Art 
troupe finaled Saturday (27) after 
three flour weeks, leaving the Bilt- 
more “dark until June 27. when 
“Getting Married” is due for four 
weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Icecapades of 1950,” Pan Pacific 
Aud (4th wk) ($3.60; 6,150). Down 
slightly but still plenty profitable 
at $97,006. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Las Palmas 
(7th wk) ($3.60; 388), Near-capacity 
$6,000 again. Will finale Saturday 
(3). 

“Riverside Drive,” Biltmore (1st 
wk) ($3.60: 1.636). Third and final 
offering of Maurice Schwartz 
troupe drew an in-the-red $8.000. 
Three week stand total of $23,000 
was below costs. 

“South Pacific,” Philharmonic 
Aud (1st wk) ($4.80; 2.600) House’s 
usual 2,670 seats diminished by 70 
and certain others cut-priced for 
run. First frame, despite bite 
taken out by season subscription 
tickets, a wow $54,248. (Corre- 
sponding frame last vear with 
“Kiss Me, Kate” hit $53,000). 








Current Road Shows 


(May 28-June 10) 
“Brigadoon” — Gayety, Wash. 
(29-10), 
“Chocolate Soldier” — Curran, 
S.F. (29-10). 


“Death of a Salesman”—Strand., 
Vancouver (29-3): Temple, Tacoma 
(5): Maviair. Portland (6-10). 

“Diamond Lil’—Plymouth, Bost. 
(29-3). 


“Kiss Me. Kate’—Cass, Detroit 
(29-10). 

“Lend An Ear’—Great Northern, 
Chi. ‘29-10). 

“Miss Liberty” — Shubert, Chi. 
(29-3). 

“Mister Roberts’ — Colonial, 
Bost. (29-10). 

“Oklahoma” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(29-10). 

“Peep Show” — Forrest, Phila. 
(5-10). 

“South Pacific’ — Philharmonic 
Aud.. L.A. (29-10). 

“Two Blind Mice’—lTlarris, Chi. 
(29-10). 





‘Salesman’ 18G, Seattle 
Seattle, May 30. 
Neat pace, but far from eapacity, 
greeted Thomas Mitchell in “Death 
of a Salesman” at the Metropoli- 
tan last week. 
The 1.500 seater. scaled 
$4.50. did around $18,000. 


from 





Derald Buka, who just finished 
“Prowl Car” for Columbia Pic- 
tures, will play opposite Ruth 
Chatterton in Garson Kanin’s 
“Smile of the World,” opening the 
Bucks County Playhouse, 
Hope, Pa., season Friday (2). On 
Julv 3 he goes out with Eva Le 
Gallienne on a four-week strawhat 
itrek in “The Corn Is Green.” 


Imported | 


New | 


B'way Hits Seasonal Tohoggan: 
But ‘Kate’ Gets $43,100, ‘Happy’ 25146; 


Only ‘Pacific, 


Legit attendance on Broadway, 
already in a_ seasonal decline, 
slumped sharply last week. Con- 
ditions were fairly good the early 
part of the week, but plummeted 
Friday night (26) at most shows 
and failed to recover for the all- 
important Saturday (27) perform- 
ances. 

The total attendance for all 25 
presentations was 70.35°°, a drop 
of 5.21° from the previous week. 

Last week’s closings were “Arms 
and the Girl,” “Devil’s Disciple” 
and “The Liar.” Folding this week 
are “As You Like It,” “I Know 
My Love.” “The Innocents” and 
perhaps one or two others. “Lost 
in the Stars” is scheduled to leave 
July 29 for a guaranteed-profit en- 
gagement on the Coast. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats «nd capacity gross. Price 
includes 20°) amusement tax, but 
arosses are net: te., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Arms and the Girl,” 
(17th wk) (M-$6; 1.319; 
Closed Saturday night (27) after 
134 performances; may tour next 
season in a cut-down version; pre- 
vious week $23,000; finale got $14,- 
800. 


members of the the-| 
subscription | 


46th St. 
$42,000). 


“As You Like It,” Cort (18th wk), Kelly 


(C-$4.80-$6; 1,064; $27,000). Closes 
Saturday (3) and will tour next 
| season; previous week $16,300 for 
seven performances; regular eight 


performances last week about 
$17.000. 

“Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (25th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 920; $22,600). Pre- 


vious week over $8,000; last week 
about $8,400. 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller (19th 
wk) (CD-$4.80; $940; $21,600). 
Previous week $21,600; last week 
had empty seats for the first time, 
at $21,100. 


“Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
Booth (15th wk) (D-$4.80); 712: 
$20,000). Previous week almost 


$14.000: last week $12,700. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(68th wk) (D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). 
Multiple prize-winner has started 
using two-for-ones; previous week 
$13.900; last week over $14,100 


“Detective Story,” Hudson (62d 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,016: $23,675). Pre- 
vious week $13,000; last week 


about $12,000. 

“Devil's Disciple,” Royale ‘i4th 
wk) (C-$4.80: 1.035; $27,500). 
Closed Saturday night (27) after 
127 performances (‘including City 
Center engagement); previous 
week $16,300; final week $17,000. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (25th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). 
all performances; over $48,200. 

“Wappy Time,” Plymouth (18th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). 
vious week $26,900; last week $25,- 


500. 

“I Know My Love,” Shubert 
(30th wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,391: $33,- 
000). Will elose Saturday (3) and 


tour next season; previous week 
$14.800; last week in red again at 


about $1°.500. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (73d 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46,650). Gets 
change of cast leads this week; 
previous week $42,000; last week 
nearly $43.000. 

“Liar,” Broadhurst (2d wk) (M- 


1.160: $35,5001. 
night (27) after 
ances: $7.200 for first 
formances; last week's 
eight performances 
murderous $5.300. 

“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
(30th wk) (M-85.40; 1,012: $26,600). 
Previous week $19,100; last week 
about $16,000. 


Closed Satur- 
12 perform- 
four per- 

regular 


$6: 
day 


“Member of the Wedding,” Em- | 


pire (21st wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; 
$24.000). Previous week $24,400; 
last week $23,300. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (118th 
wk) ‘(CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). 
Previous week $27,000; last week 
$25,000. 

“Peter Pan,” Imperial (5th wk) 
(M-$4.80; 1,400; $35,600). Has 
shifted schedule to Tuesday-Satur- 
day nights, matinees Wednesdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays; previous 
week nearly $32,500; last week 
almost $31,200. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (59th 
wk) (M-S6; 1,659; $50,186). Ray 
Middleton succeeds Ezio Pinza to- 
morrow night (Thurs.); invariably 


gets the standee limit at all per- | 
formances; bettered $50,600 again. | 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” City 


Center (1st wk) (D-$2.88-$3; 3,025; | 
Tennessee Williams | 


$42,000). 
drama opened a three-week return 
;engagement Tuesday night of last 


Keeps on selling out at | 


Pre- | 


registered | 


Blondes, Go Clean 


week (23) to five moderately 
favorable notices ‘Times, Post, 


Mirror, Compass, World-Telegram 
& Sun), one pan ‘Journal-Ameri- 
can) and one non-commital (News), 


first eight performances through 
Sunday night (28) ever $29,800 

“Texas, L’it Darlin’” Heliinger 
(27th wk) (M-$6: 1.543: $42.000). 
Previous week $21,900; last week 
nearly $20,900 

“The Consul,” Barrymore (llth 
wk) (M-$4.80-$6: 1.066: $28,200). 
Previous week $28,500; last week 


almost $28,000 


“The Innocents,” Plavhouse 
16th wk): '(D-$4.80; 819: $18.740). 
Closing Saturday night (3); previ- 
ous week $10,700; last week over 


$10,200. 


“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (5th 
wk) (R-$4.80; 998: $26,600). Previ- 
ous week $21,400; last week 
nearly $21,000 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(84th wk) (M-$6; 1,509: $38,700). 
Previous week $33,200; last week 


$30.800. 
“Wisteria Trees,” 
(9th wk) (D-$4.80-$6: 


Martin Beck 
1.214; $33,- 


000). Previous week $26,500; last 
week $24,000. 
Opening 

“Show Off,” Arena (C-$3; 500; 
$12,000). Broadway’s first theatre- 
in-the-round, presented by David 
Heilweil and Derrick Lynne 
Thomas, starts with a two-week 
stock presentation of the George 


play, starring Lee Tracy; 
venture is financed at $15,000 and 
can break even at around $7,500; 
opens tonight (Wed.). 
Future Dates 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” June 
13, at City Center; “Peep Show,” 
June 22, at Winter Garden. 


Roberts’ $16,000, 
‘Lif $17,300, Hub 


Boston, May 30. 
“Mister Roberts,” in its 13th 
week at the Colonial, has the field 
to itself with other houses dark. 
On the horizon is ‘Kiss Me, Kate,” 
opening June 19 at the Shubert. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Mister Roberts” (Colonial) (12th 





week) (1,500; $4.20). Dropped to 
about $16,000. 
“Diamond Lil” (Shubert) (2d 


week) (1,709; $4.20). 
with $17,300. 


Brigadoon’ About 206 
In Its First D.C. Week 


Washington, May 30. 
Despite unanimously strong re- 


Not too good, 





views, with the critics yvoing out 
of their way to urge the publie 
to see the musical, “Brigadoon” 
had a disappointing initial week 
doing around $20,000 at the 
Gayety theatre. 

Winding up the Gayety’s first 
seuson as a lJegiter. musical has 
two more weeks scheduled for 
Washington, with the indizations 


of a steady pickup in trade, helped 
along by favorable word-of-mouth 
comment. Gayety has not yet in- 
dicated its plans for the fall, 





‘Soldier’ Husky $38,000, 
. hd . * 
Civic Opener, Frisco 
| San Francisco, May 30. 
| “Chocolate Soldier,” with Wil- 
bur Evans and Marion Bell, the 
\first offering on the Civic Light 
Opera Season rogram which 
;opened Monday (21) at the 1,775- 
'seat Curran, rated warm reviews. 
|First week, due to especially 
hea of seasonal subscription, 
| Showed a hefty $38,000. House 
was scaled to $4.80 top. 
Maurice Schwartz moved into 
,the 1,550-seat Geary for two per- 
formances, “Riverside Drive’ Sun- 


day (28) and “Voice of Israel,” 
‘Monday (29), House is scaled to 
$3.60 top. 





‘Kate’ 316, Detroit 


Detroit, May 30. 

“Kiss Me, Kate” did a smacking 
$31,000 biz in its first week at the 
Cass. Musical will be here two 
more weeks. Ticket sales are cone 
tinuing at a brisk pace. 

The Shubert remains dark with 
the possibility strong that it will 
stay that way until next fall. 





a | 
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Plays Abroad 


J re . 
The Mat Trick 
London, May 26. 
Sherek ‘in association with ivot! 
preduction of a new pl in three 
Directed by Roy 
London May 


Henry 
Novello) 
acts by Thomas Browne 
Rich. At Duke of York's, 
a. SO 
Edith Fenton Gladys 
Prudence Fenton ‘ Joy 


Cooper 
Parkeli 


Dorinda Cartwright Jane Henderson 
Philip Fenton Peter Reynolds 
Robert Fenton tasil Sydney 
Mavis Charmian Eyre 
Cyril Agthorne Richard Leech 

Thomas Browne's latest effort is 
a slight, domestic comedy with oc- 
cusional sparkling lines which 
opens in promising style, but be- 
gins to. disintegrate half was 
through the second act Process 
continues through to the end its 


greatest asset is a scintillating per- 
formance by Gladys Cooper 


Miss Cooper, who makes a wel- 
come return to the London legit 
scene, plays the part of a mother, 


her youth. was an all- 
women’s cricketer > 
cricket field is 
resolve a series ol 


who, in 
England 
guile of the 
brought in to 


domestic crises 

The domestic trouble begins 
when the Fenton household its in- 
vaded by an uncouth character 
who saved their son's life in 
Burma He persuades’ Robert 


novelist 
that he has 


Fenton, the 
head otf the 


successtul 


household. 


been prostituting his art fol 
money, and that he should go out 
in the world and see how the other 
half lives. He also makes the im- 
pressionable daughter fall in love 
with him It's to combat these 
problems that the cricket’ tech- 
nique is introduced 

If the play was of more solid 


shape and form, the references to 


England's national Summer sport 
would not be necessarily a handi- 
cap in America. Adaptation would 
be a comparatively minor prob- 
iem It, however, cannot expect 
to qualify as a likely Broadway 


runner 


Miss Cooper scores a great per- 
sonal triumph. She never loses an 
opportunity and makes many. Un- 


happily, Basil Sydney, playing her 


husband, is not particularly well 
cast. He rarely suggests with any 
degree of conviction the prosper- 
ous and successtul writer. Joy 
Parker shows a delightful  per- 
sonality as the daughter = and 
comes through with high honors 
The best of the male characters is 
Richard Leech, who. effectively 


typifies the uncouth lad Peter 
Reynolds as the son, Jane Hender- 
son as a fluttering type and Char- 
mian Eyre playing a maid, ade- 
quately round off the cast 

Direction by Roy 
straightforward without 
pressive. 


Rich is 
being im- 
Myro. 


. - . 
The First Victoria 
London, May 23. 
Reunion Theatre Guild production of 
drama in three acts by Hal D. Stewart. 
Directed by Bruno Barnabe. At Embassy. 
London, for two weeks, May 22. ’5u. 


Boadicea .......... Elspeth March 
Fo ee se Milton Rosmer 
Sextus Lapidus....... Leonard White 
Marine Tertius. .....:- Richard Johnson 


Walter Horsburgh 
Richard Caldicot 


Petilius Cerealis 
Suetonius Paulius 


Catus Decianus......... Oliver Burt 
CN 5.6452 s ec wawuctens Pamela Alan 
SE: Ckbbias bess ORAS HS Meadows White 
RMD «sy & Kb ho 8 5 He Jan Pilbeam 

Sponsored by Sir Laurence 


Olivier and Bronson Albery, Re- 
union Theatre Guild consists 
mainly of ex-service personnel who 
contribute talent and funds to de- 


velop actors and_ playwrights. 
They started six weeks’ lease of 
the Embassy with this robust de- 


Britain under 
A.D. 61. 


piction of life in 
the Roman occupation in 
It is a commendable venture, 
doubtful if it would have general 
appeal. 

After 15 years of apparent sub- 
mission to their conquerors, a 
coastal section on the East Coast 
rises in revolt, a smouldering 
spark having been ignited through 
a sudden dem nd by 
tor for repayment of loans. De- 
spite pleas that ruin and_ starva- 
tion would ensue, the civil despot, 
acting as temporary Governor, is 
ruthless and after an initial tri- 
umph of arms, the Britons, led by 














but | 


the procura- | 
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===-IS YOUR FACE... 
TOO BROAD FOR T.Y.? 


Your face can be reshaped to phote- 
genic proportions, quickly, by this 
newest scientific cosmetological tech- 
nique, direct from Paris. 

Not a Make-up! 


Consultation without Obligation! 
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Queen Boadicea. are annihilated 
and their sovereign takes poison. 

Elspeth March is vibrant and 
human as the mother guarding the 
honor of her daughters, but never 
quite typifies the warrior-queen. 
The girls have minor roles, the 
elder  delicatels portrayed by 
Pamela Alan, the younger by Jan 
Pilbeam as a pathetic victim of a 


drunkgn — assault. Honors” are 
evenly divided among the male 
contingent with Meadows White 


fine characterization 
servant epitomizing 


contributing a 
cockney 


as a 

devotion Much credit for the re- 
alistic atmosphere goes to director 
Bruno Barnabe. Cle 


His Exeellenecy 
London, May 24 


Theatre production of 
Dorothy and Comp 


London Mask 
three acts by 


bell Christie Directed *yv Charles Hick 
man At Princes theatre, London, May 
23, *50 

The Governor Eric Portman 
Lady Kirkman Linda Gray 
Major Charles Hogonin John Wood 
Major-Gen Afan Copeland Arnold Bell 
Sir Oliver Pain-Bartley lan Fleming 
Sir James Kirkman Sebastian Shaw 


Captain de Piero Derek Sydney 


Col. Paul Dobrieda Philip Leaver 
Peggy Harrison Annabel Maule 
Emil Zamario Owen Fellowes 
Fernando ~ Joss Clewes 

In no way comparable with the 
author’s first play, “Grand Nation- 
al Night,” this political discourse 
has the merit of being topical 
albeit thinly veiled propaganda. 
Greatest drawback is the unsuit- 
ility of this large theatre as actors 
in general underplay their roles 


inaudibilits 
situated 


the 
more 


point ot 
centrally 


almost to 
4 smaller 


house, would have enhanced its 
chances It would provide dra- 
matic film material with skillful 
casting but its prospects for the 


U. S. stage are negligible. 
Locale is a British Colonial is- 
land which draws prosperity trom 


work provided by a naval dockyard 
A new governor arrives, product of 
the Labor Government, making a 
striking contrast to his aristocratic 
predecessors. He is an ex-docker 
forthright and stubborn, bent on 
improving the living conditions 
and clearing up the corruption rife 
in the native police and municipal 

When his plan to increase 
and decrease the subsidies 
from England fails to jell, he pro- 
poses to institute an income tax 
against the advice of the naval and 


otfices. 
wages 


military attaches. A riot ensues 
and His Excellency gets stoned. 
Through his interpreter he makes 


a wisecrack that changes the mood 
of the crowd but not before he has 
had to break his mental vow never 
to use troops for a civil disturb- 
ance. His battle with his con- 
science opposing the traditional 
diehard British method of preserv- 
ing a peaceful administration sup- 
ply the play’s motif. 

Eric Portman gives one of the 
best performances in his career as 
the commoner transformed into a 
representative of the Crown, with 
a homely Yorkshire dialect accen- 
tuating his humble beginnings. His 


young daughter is naturally and 
simply played by Annabel Maule. 
with John Wood. as the military 


secretary, providing the necessary 


love interest. All characters are 
enacted with distinction and the 
direction by Charles Hickman is 
impeccable. It is first and last a 
man’s play, and must stand or fall 
by its ability to attract the male 
theatregoing public. Clem. 


Les Femmes de Loth 
(Lot's Wives) 
Paris, 


Mouroux 


May 5. 


Marguerite presentation of 


farce-comedy in three acts by Jean de 
Letraz. Directed by de Letraz. Scenery 
by Claude Bouxin:; costumes by Carven. 
At Theatre du Palais-Royal., Paris. 

Josette ; kann Simone Paris 
Florence ; Jacqueline Francell 
Aunt Clementine Mareelle Geniat 
5, rr rere Jean Jacques 
Gustave .. Pierre Stephen 
ee ner Monique Gerard 
| ee ee Michele Lahaye 


Jean de Letraz has an interesting 
idea in his latest comedy—that 
one should never look back. Thierry 
and Florence meet just as the lat- 
ter is getting over a love affair. 
She is entirely in agreement with 
him that the past is the past and 
that they should start their future 
(together) with no questions asked. 
But like Lot’s wife. 


Stepken handles a drunken scene 


/ neatly, 


she can’t resist | 


the temptation of looking into 
Thierry’s past—and finds to her | 
chagrin that he not only has a 


fiancee but also a wife, who calm- 
lv tells him that it is time for him 
to come home, leaving Florence 
and the fiancee weeping on one an- 
other’s shoulders. 


With sufficiently frothy dialog 


the play could have been very fun.- | 


ny. but as it is, it’s more on the 
dull side. Principal comedy is con- 
tributed by Marcelle Geniat as a 
not-too-deaf aunt who overhears 
what the other characters have to 
say, but is obliged to keep silent 
in order not to betray herself—a 
fine pantomic performance. Pierre 


and Jacqueline Francell is 
a sympathetic Florence. The rest 
of the cast is adequate. Claude 
Bouxin’s setting of a living room 
is brigh. and attractive. Fred 





Quel Signor Che Venne 
A Pranzo 


(The Man Who Came to Dinner) 
Genoa, May 1. 

Pagnani-Cervi production — of Italian 
adaptation by Ada Salvatore of play in 
three acts by George Kaufmann and Moss 
Hart. Directed by Alessandro Brissoni. 
Stars Gino Cervi, Andreina Pagnani. Set 
by Venieri Colasanti. At Teatro Augustus, 
Genoa. 
Sheridan Whiteside 
Lorraine Sheldon 
Maggie Cuttle 


Gino Cervi 
Andreina Pagnani 
Jole Fierro 





severly Carlton Gian Richo Tedeschi 
Bert Jefferson Ivo Garrani 
Ernest Stanley Mario Gallina 
Mrs. Stanley Vittorina Benvenuti 
Jamet Stanley, Fulvia Mammi 
Henrietta Stanles Anty Ramazzini 
Miss Preen ‘ Nora Ricci 
Banjo > Ignazio Bosic 
Dr. Bradley Fausto Guerzoni 

This exemplary version of the 


Kaufmann-Hart hit, which has 
toured Italy after record-breaking 
runs in Milan and Rome, is one ot 
the biggest pop successes ot the 
postwar Italian theatre. Ada Sal- 
vatore’s Italo version retains most 
of the original sparkle which dis- 
tinguished the Broadway produc- 
tion, and only a few lines have been 
adapted to local ears and humor. 
Alessandro Brissoni’s able direc- 
tion of a strong and wellbalanced 
cast contributes to a neat produc- 


tion balance. 
Vet stage and screen star Gino 
Cervi's reading of the key White- 


side role is less venomous than the 
Monty Woolley interpretation, but 
it’s nonetheless extremely effective. 
Andreina Pagnani’s Lorraine Shel- 
don is also an excellent rendering. 
As Maggie Cuttler, Jole Fierro is 
convincing and beautiful test of 
cast is competent, though Ignazio 
Bosic’s Banjo lacks much of the 
role’s intended zanyness. Gian 
Richo Tedeschi rates a special 

for his plaving of Beverly Carlton. 
Elaborate set is close to its US. 
original in form and eas 

Hawk. 


Le Bal Du Lieutenant 


Melts 
(Lieutenant Helt’s Party) 
Paris, May 5. 


Le Rideau de Paris presents a play in 


three acts by Gubriel Arout Directed by 
Marcel Herrand At the Theatre des 
Mathurins, Paris ; 
Lieutenant Hell Michel Auclair 
Lieutenant Norfolk Jacques Francois 
Colonel Charles Nissat 


Cora Russel Michele Alfa 
Hassein-Bey Emilio Carre! 
Marie de Rouvre Lise Topart 


Gabriel Arout has posed an in- 
teresting problem of conscience 1n 


this actionless but dramatic play. 
Story is laid in Palestine just be- 
fore the British abandoned their. 
mandate there. Lieutenant Helt 
is giving a party for his fellow 
British officers, when handed the 


mission of executing a Jewish 


“terrorist” the tollowing morning. 
As an officer he cannot refuse 
the mission but his instincts as a 


man revolt against the order. Con- 
sciously or unconsciously—it is 
part of the play’s forcefulness that 


the author does not clear up the 
point, he works for his own de- 
struction in order to avoid perpe- 


trating an act that he considers 
murder. 

The play is splendidly acted by 
Michel Auclair and Jacques Fran- 
cois as the two lieutenants, and by 
Michele Alfa, as Helt’s ex-mistress. 
A young actress, Lise Topart, is 
singularly moving as the fiancee, 
and may be heard from in the fu- 
ture. 

Marcel Herrand’s direction is 
conservative and the single setting 
is simple and attractive. Fred. 


British Vote to Lift Ban 
On German Performers 
London, May 25. 

By a 2-1 majority, the Variety 
Artists Federation has lifted the 
five-vear-old ban on German vaude 
artists appearing in British the- 
atres. 

The decision is announced after 
a second ballot within three 
months. The earlier poll resulted 
in a 3-1 vote in favor of keeping 
the ban until 1955. 


‘Wives’ Folds in London 
London, May 30. 

“Young Wives’ Tale,” Ronald 
Jeans comedy, closed Saturday 
night (27) at the Savoy here after 
a click run of 45 weeks. Stanley 
French presented (for Firth 
Shephard) and the cast included 
Naunton Wayne, 
Florence Churchill, Margaret 
Scudamore, Joan Haythorne and 
Derek Farr. The play was staged 
by Michael Macowan. 











Radio writers Fredric Dann and | 
Bob Fisher have penned a new 
comedy, “Kiss Me Later,” due for | 


a June 27 premiere at the Coronet | 


‘in Hollywood. 


nod |! 


Joan Greenwood, | 
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Chicago Ends But ‘t’s generally assumed ound 
Broadway that the situatic | 
‘ome Continued from page 49 about the same as before. i3 
week stint. However. business has The season saw the start ana 
been so good for the fifth stanza of Perhaps the decline of a trend | yes 

the company that the run has been Ward increased boxoffice pri 
extended until June 24. “Two Blind This took the form of an y ees 
Mice,” which came in the second Scale from $4.80 to $6 “ins = 
week in May, seems to be running for straight plays, on the claim 
well and may stay out the hot higher operating costs. However, 
Weather. “Lend An Ear.” which there appears to have been Hint, 
opened the last week in April, is siderable resistance from the siee. 
also vying for the summer trade. going public and the practice may 
This gives Chicago four offerings not be resumed nevt fall. Simi 
for most of the summer, and if larly, a move to boost the tab on 
“Good Night Ladies” comes back Musicals from $6 to $6.60 weet. 
to the Blackstone tor a scheduled ends also appears not to | ee 8 
run ahout mid-June, the Windy worked out. lif 
City will have five attractions over A development of promise fo- 
the summer, the best lineup in the future has been ee lied 
years. Community Theatre project Pte 
_“Madwoman of Chaillot.” in a ing out of the Equity ff otal 
six-week stop, did fairly weli. Pres- Theatre. This undertaking o; see 
entations of the Met, Ballet The- at a small deficit its ily an Sg 
atre, and Les Ballets de Paris did but the players’ union is now aa 
top money, but as for the rest. with ducting a fund drive and intend te 
the exception of another oddity, expand the setup next season Thin 


Spike Jones, take ranged from poor 
to middling Average stay of the 
turkeys ran for about three weeks, 
at least one-half the time of the 
year previous. 
Theatre situation. 
tight last vear, 


which was 
is fluid now, despite 


the fact that the Selwyn, Shubert 
1,000-seater, was used all season 
for films, and the Studebaker has 


been converted into a_ television 
house, similar to the Civie theatre. 
Only boitieneck remains with the 


Shubert, 2,100-seat 
the only available 
musicals. However, 
worked out so that 
lowed each other fairly regularly. 
“South Pacific’ is due in the last 
of September for an indefinite stav 
test of the theatres are more or 
less available, but the Blackstone, 
now that the Studebaker has been 
withdrawn. seems the least in- 
habited, except for Shubert re- 
vivals. 

The season brought nothing orig- 
inal or pre-Broadwav. Chicago 
| production was dormant, except 
, for the efforts of two neophytes, 
Morris Ries and Frank Rothschild, 
who together with Harald Bromley, 
brought “Two Blind Mice” into 
town Duo is also interested in 
other properties, but nothing has 
been announced Ex-Gov. Dwight 
Green of Illinois was supposed to 
head up another local group, but 
nothing has risen from the first 
smoke of publicity blurbs. Actor 
Bramwell Fletcher is also seeking 
financing for Chi production of 
“Berkeley Square” this fall. 

Bright Stock Flurries 

One of the bright aspects of the 
legit horizon is the flurry in sum- 
mer stock, with Marshall Migatz’s 
Chevy Chase theatre teeing off a 
14-week season with Hollywood 
and New York names. At the same 
time, Herb Rogers returns to his 
theatre-in-the-round for the third 
year with an Equity cast, In ad- 
dition, Barrie O'’Daniels, Detroit 
light opera impresario, is invading 
Chicago suburbs with a full season 
of light operas in Skokie, Ill. In 
Chicago, Charles Blake is using the 
round theatre idea to put on four 


house, being 
location for big 
bookings have 
shows have fol- 


tabloid musicals at the Chicago 
Lake Front Fair. 

There has been some talk of a 
subway circuit here for the fall, 


but the hitch still seems to be the 
musicians’ demand for standards 
similar to those in the Loop. For 
the first time in vears. no mention 
has been made of building a new 
theatre. 

As for the critical boxoffice eval- 
uation of the attractions, Chi 
drama reviewers fell way off the 
beam. 
of the apparent successes, local re- 
porters hedged and hawed, except 
when they made their out-of-town 
safaris in which they vented huge 
amounts of space at poor Manhat- 

‘tan product. Ashton Stevens, dean 

of the American reviewers, re- 
turned to his post at the Herald- 
American, after a long illness. 


| Moves to Put 


Continued from page 47 eee 




















ones succeed, something along the 
lines obviously must be done as 
part of any sound recovery of the 
theatre, 
Ticket Situation 

The ticket-scalping probe by for- 
mer Commissioner of Investiga- 
tions John M. Murtagh attracted 
| wide public attention to an old but 
|increasingly exasperating scandal, 
but whether the results were good 
‘or bad remains to be seen. As a 
direct outcome, the New York City 
Department of Licenses has adopt- 
‘ed a strict code governing ticket 


could contain the seeds of a 
renaissance of legit, 
the road. 

The return of Washington to the 
legit fold, through 


real 
Particularly on 


the opening of 
the Gayety theatre, was a bright 
spot in the season. This has ex- 


ploded the myth that the public in 
certain cities will not accept ravial- 
lv-mixed theatre attendance. and 
it’s expected that some w ay may 
be found to reopen the National 
in Washington as a legit house and 
ultimately do away with 
tion in other road towns where jt 
is now practiced. If so, it will pro- 
vide more potential patronage for 
the theatre. 

Equity Moves 
developing the Equity 
Library Theatre and Equity Com- 
munity Theatre, as well as holding 
fast on the Washington racial issue. 
the actors’ union has also shown 
signs of a more progressive atti- 
tude toward rebuilding legit audi- 


segrega- 


Besides 


ences. Particularly in iis dealings 
with the CTP on the question of 
tryout economies, Equity has 


been seeking some action toward a 
comprehensive plan for increasing 
production, expanding the road and 
organizing audiences. 

The phenomenal growth of the 
Show of the Month Club has been 
another outstanding aspect of the 
season. From a stepchild of her 
theatre party business, Sylvia Sieg- 
ler has built this undertaking to a 
membership of over 5,000, involv- 
ing as much as $125,000 in busi- 
ness for selected shows. If it dem- 
onstrates anything, the bonfire de- 
velopment of Show of the Month 
Club demonstrates the inadequacy 
of the present ticket distribution 
setup. 

Another notablé feature of the 
season has been the success of the 
nationwide tour by Margaret 
Webster's Shakespeare repertory 
troupe. While not financially profit- 
able, this project at least showed 
that it meets a need, that it can 
be moderately profitable if operat- 
ed on a longterm, economical! basis, 
and that it affords at least one way 
for building a national audience 
for legit. 

Artistically, 
been undistinguished, 
by no means barren. 
Menotti’s “The Consul,” which 
Chandler Cowles and Etrem Zim- 
balist, Jr., had the resourcetulness 
to bring to production, and T. 5. 
Eliot’s “The Cocktail Party,” which 
provided the sort of controversy 


the season may have 
but it was 
Gian-Carlo 


that invigorates the theatre, were 
notable events. Robert White- 
head’s stubborn faith that made 


With the exception of most Possible the production of Carson 


McCuller’s prize-winner, “Member 
of the Wedding.” was also outstand- 
ing. 

Of at least sentimental satisfac 
tion to the trade was Shirley 
Booth’s long-overdue recognition 
as an actress, in winning VARIETY § 
poll of the critics for the best pet 
formance of the season. 














J. J. SPERANS 
Certified Public Accountant 
EMPIRE STATE BLDG. 
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WANTED 


Reliable person te drive new Olds- 
mobile te Hollywood, California. 


Gas, oll paid. o- Circle 6-3748 
— 
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New Pix Pocketsize Due 

People Today, new _ pocketsize 
magazine being brought out by 
Newsweek, will start test-publish- 
ing early in June with copies hit- 
‘ing the newsstands in_ selected 
esidential and _ industrial 
ycross the country. Selling for 
j0c to compete with the Cowles 
Bros.’ Quick, new _ bi-week-ly 
vill have 68 pages and concentrate 
on people, with a greater emphasis 
on entertainment fields than News- 
PT will be heavy on photos, but 
ether a particular story is told 
pix or text will depend on the 
ject matter. Small staff, which 
s been working on the project 
f a year, is headed by editor 
\llen Chellas. Art direction is by 
Russell Countryman. There will 
be no ads during the test run. 


“wt 


Pan American’s Story 


Ww. A. S. Douglas and Robert J. 
Casey, who have written some 15 
books about industrial firms, 


mostly railroads, will start script- 
ing one shortly on Pan American 
Airways. Douglas will fly the 
London, Paris and Damascus route 


to get material, while Casey will 
take the South American’ and 
Australia territory. McGraw-Hill 
vill probably publish the tome, 
which will take about a *vear to 
write, as it did the other volumes. 

Pair work under the corporate 
name of Historians, Inc. 


Dayton McCall Setup Hypoed 


rhree magazines—Charm, 





more 


Mademoiselle and Living for 
Young Homemakers — will be 


printed completely in the McCall 
plant in Dayton. Production 

part has been done at McCall’s 
for some time past. The three 
ive published by Street & Smith 

Publications, Ine., which will dis- 
mantle its Elizabeth, N. J., plant 
and send five color presses to Day- 

together with several folding 
nachines and binding equipment. 
Publication and editorial offices 
be in New York. 

George E. Sheer, general mana- 
ger at McCall Corp., said new 
printing equipment will be re- 
quired to handle the expanded 
production schedules. Charm 

azine has a circulation around 
700.000; Mademoiselle around 
00.000; and Young Homemakers, 
about 400,000. McCall Corp, is 
siso increasing production sched- 
for Reader's Digest and the 
juarterly book of Digests issued 
by the company now is_ being 
printed at the Dayton plant, said 
Sheer. In addition, the interna- 
tional edition alsois being printed 
in Dayton. 


Corp. 


cs 


OSS Tome Due 
Veterans of the Office of Stra- 


{ 


tegie Services are compiling a 
tome of their wartime adventure 
stories. Section on the European 


theatre will have a_ preface by 
General Eisenhower with the far 
east. section prefaced by a state- 
ment from General Wedemeyer. 

300k is being prepared-by N. Y. 
Chapter of Veterans of Strategic 
Services, under the editorship of 
Bernard F, Herberick. 


Plugs For Scribs 

Cowles publications is giving 
both sexes in the Screen Writers 
Guild roster spotlighting under a 
lieup set by the Guild’s Allen 
Rivkin, who is east on a general 
publie relations program. Virginia 
Kellogg, herself a scripter, will do 
a piece for Flair on “Famous 
Femme Screenwriters,’ and Look 
\ill do one on “Men Who Write 
the Movies.” 

_Soth are for fall publication. The 
lair piece will also have a sar- 
torial hook in that the mag favors 


cities | 


|the subjects of its articles also 
| parading their own fashions. 





_Mitchell’s ‘Fantasy’ 

Curtis Mitchell, former Para- 
mount ad-publicity exec and Army 
colonel, is bringing out in July 
the second issue ot “Fantasy Fic- 
' tion,” which is cashing in on the 
current science fiction upbeat. Bi- 
monthly contains 128 pages, half 
original and half reprint, and sells 
tor 25c. 

He’s also formed Mitchell 
Associates to produce shorts 
the U.S. Government. 

CHATTER 
Buggeln upped to vee- 
director of Esquire. 


Film 
for 


ftobert F 
pee-ad_ sales 
Ine. 

Kenneth 
general manager 
mag. 

Carl Hodges, 


Friede has resigned as 
of Seventeen 


Newsweek’s press 


editor, resigned to do freelance 
mag writing. 
Leon Gutterman signed a new 


contract as columnist and head of 
the Hollywood office of the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency. 

Hal Cail in Hollywood for a 
month to round up studio news for 
the Portland (Me.) Evening Express 
and Sunday Telegram. 

World Cinema, monthly for film, 
theatre and the arts, has been 
launched in Tel Aviv, Israel. It’s 
published in identical English and 
Hebrew editions. 

Chi Press Club will toss a testi- 
monial dinner June 12 for Robert 
F. Hurleigh who sparkplugged the 


club from its” inception. Herb 
Graffis will toastmaster. 
George Scher, formerly with 


Foote, Cone & Belding as well as 
with several film companies, join- 


ed the N. Y. Herald Tribune as 
manager of amusement advertis- 
ing. 

David Demarest Lloyd, one of 
President Truman’s “anonymous 
assistants,” is the author of a 
novel. “Sun and_e Strangers” 
(Houghton Mifflin), released for 


publication last week. 

Bill Ornstein, Metro publicist, 
has sold his fifth yarn this year to 
the American Hebrew mag. All 
the stories will be included in a 
collection published under the 
label “Ma and Me.” 


MGM Series 


Continued from page 23 ——! 











I 
for television syndication, but no 
plans are now underway.” 
Twentieth - Fox, which already 
has a television setup, is consider- 
ing joining with Metro in the vid- 
pix deal, according to trade re- 
ports. Lebhar denied that there 
have been talks with Fox, but said 
if there were some sort of tieup 
“he’d be happy to do business with 
Fox.” He added MGM Radio At- 
tractions has plugged other studios 
and hasn’t “set up an MGM fence 


‘around the project.” 


One factor deterring Metro from 
getting into teevee immediately, 
aside from the fact that exhibitors 
would scream. is that it doesn’t 
‘have tele rights for its Radio At- 
tractions. 








Dick Swift 


aan Continued from page 23 








is now operating on a full ayem 
schedule. WJZ-TV, ABC web’s 
key N. Y. flagship, now operates 
Wednesday through Saturday 
'from 12:30 to 5 p.m. and plans to 
go seven days a week in the fall, 
with the possibility the daytime 
shows will be opened up subse- 

















Gordon's ‘The Starting Gate’ and 


| them tire and they fese. 


racing, 


mont, 


might be over. 


FRANK SCULLY Says: 


“Given any racing sheet carrying past performances and-a copy ef Stan 
‘The Handicapper,’ 
horses and still doesn’t know hew to divide, can now pick long shots. 
trick apparently is to watch the fatigue-factor among thoroughbreds. 
ites can win just seo often and then @# combination of circumstances makes 
Then the long shots come in. 

“Dan Parker has held for years to the opinion that one should never play 
the horses unless he can afford to lose. 


| lightning calculator is the best friend # horse player ever had. ; : 
Gordon’s are the most valuable time charts ever compiled in the history © 


That’s going back # long way. 

“It’s 30 years since this reviewer had his opinions res 
r But to do it required working 18 hours a day. 
tistical short-cuts, winners could have been picked in 
to be served # hotdog behind any grandstand. 


‘In fact, if track followers would buy fewer hotdogs till they've sequestered 
$5 and can buy a copy of ‘The Starting Gate,’ the day of busted horse players 
The book looks like the look-of-the-month. 


ORDER “THE STARTING GATE"—STAN GORDON'S TRACK 


HANDICAPPER BY MAIL—$5.00 POSTPAID. 
THE STARTING GATE PUBLISHING CO. 
New York: Bex 999, Radio City, N. Y.19 @ 


anybody who plays 
The 
Favor- 


Nevertheless, he thinks that Gerdon’s 
He believes 


pected around Bel- 
With Gordon's sta- 
less time than it takes 


—Variety, April 26, 1950. 


NO C.O.D.'S. 


California: Box 1909, Hollywood 
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quently to network affiliates. Other | 
indie stations throughout the coun-. 


try, of course, have been operating 
profitably via daytime shows. 

Swift pointed to the possibility 
of WCBS-TV’s expanding further 
into late evening operations, 
well as moving backward into the 
daytime hours. His takeover of 
the local video operation in addi- 
tion to his AM duties is in line 
with the web’s policy of integrat- 
ing its radio and TV operations. 
In lining up his staff, Swift con- 
firmed the appointment of Dick 
Doan, onetime Variety staffer and 
administrative chief of Martin 
Stone Associates, as WCBS-TV 
program head; Clarence Worden, 
WCBS director of special features 
and public service, as assistant to 
Swift, and George R. Dunham, Jr., 
as WCBS-TV sales manager. 
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Stoopnagle 
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television shows and was regular 
comic on Vaughn Monroe’s CBS 
show for Camel cigarets two sea- 
sons ago. 

Taylor’s entry into radio per- 
forming was an accident. Work- 
ing in the script continuity depart- 
ment of a Buffalo station, he was 
pressed into service by Hulick to 
fill a sudden vacancy in the pro- 
gram schedule. Two of them ad 
libbed for over an hour with such 
success that they decided to team 
permanently. Soon after that, CBS 
brought them to N. Y., where they 
hung up a nationwide reputation 
with their zany humorisms. With 
Stoopnagle and Budd providing all 
the character parts, the show fea- 
tured such things as “Little Known 
Interviews With  Little-Known 
People.” 

Stoopnagle also came up with 
some zany inventions, such as 
rounded dice for people who would 
rather play marbles and red, white 
and blue starch to keep American 
flags waving when there was no 
breeze. He also featured his 
“daffynitions,” many of which were 
incorporated into  regularly-run 
magazine articles and into his 
books, which _ included . “You 
Wouldn't Know Me From Adam,” 
“My Tale Is Twisted,” “My Back 
to the Soil’ and, 
Lariar, “Father Goosenagle.” 

Taylor was formerly married to 
Lois de Ridder, from whom he was 
divorced in 1936. Shortly after- 
wards, he married Kay Bell, a for- 
mer newspaperwoman, who  sur- 
vives. 
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read reports “concerning your ac- 
tivity which contributed so much 
to the defeat of Reorganization 
Plan No. 11 on the floor of the 
Senate.” Adoption of the plan, he 
added, “would constitute a serious 
abridgement of the rightful powers 
of Congress.” 

McFarland sponsored an NAB- 
supported bill which has _ passed 
the Senate which limits the au- 
thority of the chairman of the 
FCC, prevents members of the 
Commission from taking industry 
jobs within a vear after resigna- 
tion, restricts FCC power to in- 
vestigate anti-trust violations by 
radio licensees, and broadens FCC 
sanctions against licensees who 
have violated Commission regula- 
tions. 

No action has been taken on the 
measure in the House. 
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amounts to what might be called 
a double feature. Regular broad- 
cast to the net will be performed 
at the usual time ‘8 p.m. K. C. 
time). But the dress rehearsal, 
scheduled at 5 p.im., will be made 
a full-fledged show, staged for the 
benefit of Hailmark employees. 
Double schedule was necessary in 
both 


order to accommodate em- 
plovees and dealers, show being 
staged in the Music Hall which 
has a seating capacity of 2,562. 
Regular performance will be re- 
served for dealers and_ their 
friends. 

Scope of interest being gener- 
ated can be seen from fact that 
WHB. Mutual affiliate and rival 


station, will reprint script of the 
Playhouse broadcast in its entire- 
in Swing magazine, WHB 


pocket size bi-monthly publication. 
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‘So when Burton came on with his bird act 


with Lawrence |! 
‘numbers, 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 04444445644 9444 4% 


Bedside Manor, May 27. 

Sometimes a “heavy” just happens. If this seems like too charitable 
a view, I leave it up to St. Francis of Assisi. 

He may feel at the moment that he has enough to do getting out of 
that spot himself, what with Roberto Rossellini making a picture of his 
life, but the case could be argued for Ressellini, too. Certainly he 
didn’t plan to become a heavy. 

Neither did Skippy Scully. Nevertheless he, an animal lover whose 
acts often must have warmed the heart of St. Francis, has to be listed 
as at least a suspect. Certainly he was responsible for the loss of one 
of Patsy’s lovebirds and was carrying the hot coffee that was respon- 
sible for the loss of the other. 

I don’t like to be charged with name-dropping but these lovebirds 
came from a fine family. They played with “Bill and Coo” in George 
Burton’s company which Ken Murray parlayed into a special Academy 
Award In fact, we called them Bill and Coo, but they weren’t the 
originals; only the No. 6 company, which toured Whitley Heights, 
Hollywood 

Against dogs, cats and birds, television has had a hard time around 
Bedside Manor. Even after Commander Eugene McDonald assured us 
that the birds in gilded cages in studios and picture houses might just 
as well be fed to the cats, because Phonevision was going to kill that 
particular cock robin, we didn’t sell our lovebirds short. 

But one day the Skipper thought the lovebirds should be allowed to 
fly around the garden and enjoy this sweet land of liberty. I guess it 
could easily be proved that being a sergeant in the Air Force National 
Guard, a private in the Reserve Officers Training Corps, and a lieuten- 
ant in the California State Guard—all as the price of being allowed to 
go to college instead of being drafted into policing Alaska in a cold, 
cold war—the Skipper looked on liberty as something more than a 
statue anchored to an island. He thought of it as something involving 
free will, free movement, free speech. The lovebird did, too. He flew 
into the trees and sang with the wild bluejays, and all efforts to woo 
him back into a cage, with the richest of grains, failed. The frost got 
him instead. He died for his liberty. 

That left Coo to her widow’s weeds As a widow she was as merry 
as Mae Murray, but again some members of the Scully Circus felt she 
would feel better if she tried out her wings—at least around the living 
room 

She was having a lot of fun landing on book cases, window ledges, 
kids’ heads. 

At least she was having fun until the Skipper came in with a tray 
full of piping hot cups of coffee. She dived at his crew hair cut as if 


++? 








she were a kamakaze and he wore a flat top. She missed him and 
flopped into one of the steaming cups. 
She was in and out in a second. She flew around till Patsy ex- 


tended a wand for her to land on. Among all the kids, they got Coo 
into her cage. 

She seemed fine. But I wasn’t surprised when Mae reported the 
next morning that she was dead. 

How To Kill a Love Bird 

I wasn't surprised because George Burton once told me that love- 
birds had hearts as fragile as gossamer. He had one bird that was 
trained to play a certain part at a certain time. A guest artist was 
invited on to the “Blackouts” stage by Ken Murray. It should have 
been a short one, but they kicked the thing around for 15 minutes. 
he was told to cut his act 
from 20 minutes to six. 

Now, you can’t hurry a bird act. 
and some may not accept the changes demanded in their 
behavior-patiern. On this occasion the birds had absorbed the ner- 
vousness going on backstage while the comics, as Ring Lardner used 


You can only cut out certain 


to say. “kidded back and 4th.” 
On stage, the birds would not wait for one to be returned to his 
perch before another was led to the table They began going wild, 


One got so excited he fainted. Burton 
The vet said the. excitement 


trving to make up for lost time. 
revived him, but an hour later he died. 
had killed him. 

Another time a lovebird, named Tarzan, fainted while doing a trick. 
Burton substituted another bird that wasn't so excitable. The plodder 
gradua!ly eased the prima donna out of the act. 

“Well, within a week Tarzan died of a broken heart,’ Burton added 
sadly. 

Burton himself, fortunately, is made of sterner stuff. 
to see him after our lovebirds went the Way of all Tarzans. He has an 
aviary in the San Fernando Valley. A goose guards the place. He 
honks at all cars that pull in the driveway. When he wants to eat he 
doesn’t honk. He pulls a cord, which rings a bell. Outside the door 
of the house sat a little green parrot on a perch. He was very nice, 
but would not let any strangers come near him. . The door opened to 
a big lovely kitchen which had several aquariums stocked with dif- 
ferent kinds of small fishes. 

In a corner were five or six bird cages, and the lower half of a kitchen 
cupboard had been screened. Instead of the customary glasses, there 
was a young and frightened crow. The Burtons had jusi got him and 
were training him. 

In the living room hung two identical cages. One had a canary. The 
other housed a green perroquet that thought he was a canary. They 
are imitative birds. The Burtons hung them together so the canary 
could teach the lovebirds how to sing. And they were doing very 
well. 

In the wings of the house were most of the trained birds that are 
used in the act. Burton took one out, put him on a perch—he doesn't 
ever handle them with his hands—and asked the bird to wave to Nonny, 
our 5-vear-old. And the bird waved. Many times. Then he changed 
the bird over to his other hand—on the perch—and asked him to bow, 
which the bird did, too. 

Ve were completely bowled over, and tried to get out of George 
how he could train birds to do such things. He explained, dut it still 
seemed like pure magic. The main thing needed, we gathered, is a 
terrific amount of patience. 

George Burton can teach it, because he has it, and he got it the hard 
way. He was a cowboy in Montana, and later a ranger in Yellowstone 
National Park. One day he was thrown from a horse at a rodeo. The 
fall broke his back. He had to lie in a cast for six months. 

The Cowboy And the Bird Act 

To entertain him, Mrs. Burton went out and bought him a pair of 
lovebirds, because he couldn’t handle anything very heavy. He started 
training them and now he has in all about 125 birds. He showed us a 
new little plastic toy he had bought in a 5 and 10. Then he pointed 
out all the possibilities the toy had. We still tried to find out how he 
would start training a Jovebird. He said he tried many things and 
when he found the bird doing one thing right, he would reward him. 
How? Wetl, by putting him back on the perch, as proof that a task 
well done rates a rest. 


We went out 


He has all kinds of birds. He has a big blue-black crow that will 
do tricks and talk too, a cardinal bird, beautifully red, lots of tiny 
finches, and batches ot white canaries. The only bird flying around 


loose in the house was a singing sparrow. Somebody had brought it 
to Burton, all smashed from too much liberty. The Burtons set its 
wings, and after he got well. he got the run of the house, having pre- 
sumably learned his lesson. He awakens his master by fluttering around 
his head in the morning. 

There is none of that adulation that so often distinguished people 
who are “just crazy about pets,” and let the pets do just about as they 
please. The Burtons realize that too much freedom can mean suicide. 











opener eee igi 


54 CHATTER 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 31, 1950 








Broadway 


Actors’ Temple assumed ex- 
enses of vet agent Max Hart's 
uneral. 

Greta Rauch appointed booking 
manager of Carnegie Hall, as well 
as director of public relations. 

Clare Boothe Luce and Mrs. 
William C. Breed named as vice- 
chairmen for Lewisohn Stadium 
Concerts. 

Fred Mohrhardt, Paramount's 
treasurer, on a_ three-week re- 
cuperative vacation at Sea Island, 
Georgia. 

Ruby Keeler, following her TV 
and Roxy stints with Ken Murray 
returning to her family in Van 
Nuvs, Cal. 

Doris Stein, wife of Music Corp 
of America board chairman Jules 
C. Stein, in Harkness Pavilion for 
minor surgery. 

The Arthur Hornblows (Bubbles 
Schinasi’ got in Friday (26) by air 


from Europe and flew to the Coast 
over the weekend. 

George-Andre Martin, finger- 
dancing vaudevillian, flew back to 
Paris Monday (29), still awaiting 
results of a screen test for 20th- 
Fox 

Fredric March to Madison, 
Wisc.. in a couple of weeks for 


30th anniversary of his U. of Wis- 
consin class, of which he 
president. 

Joe Roberts 
for the Jack 
held at Carnegie 
on behalf of the 
Cancer Fund. 

Republic Pictures’ homeoffice 
now in the Mutual Life Insurance 
Bldg.. having switched from 1790 
Broadway, where it was located 
for the past nine years. 

Aline (Mrs. J. Arthur) Warner. 
wife of a Wall Streeter w.k. in 
show biz, may be GOP candidate 


was 


handling publicity 
Benny show being 
Hall Sunday (4) 
Damon Runyon 


for the Connecticut state senate. 

They reside in Greenwich. 
Clifford C. Fischer back from 

Paris via Air France on Friday 


(26) and returns there in 10 days 
or two weeks to continue some un- 
finished Franco-American theatri- 
cal negotiations. 

Ken Englund rushed by plane to 
his tather’s bedside in Waupaca, 
Wisc.. following  latter’s heart 
attack, plus other serious injuries. 
Hollywood scripter is bringing him 
to a N.Y. specialist June 1. 

Producer I. G. Goldsmith and 
his author-wife, Vera Caspary, in 
Gotham where the filmmaker is 
confabbing with United Artists of- 
ficials on releasing plans _ for 
“Three Husbands,” newly-lensed 
pic. 

Bert Friedlob, indie producer of 
“The Fireball,” which 20th-Fox will 
release, arrived from the Coast 
Monday (29) for huddles with 20th 
sales and ad-publicity execs on 
handling the Mickey Rooney 
starrer. 

Jane Waldman, daughter of 
Lillian Schary Waldman (Mrs. 
Paul) Small now legally known as 
Jane Small. Like her’ brother 
Edgar she adopted her stepfather’s 
surname. Latter is associated with 
Small’s agency. 

Gregory Peck, film financier N. 
Peter Rathvon, Columbia Pictures 
veepee-treasurer Abe Schneider 
and the company’s foreign chief, 
Joseph McConville, in from Europe 
yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen 
Elizabeth. | 

Theatrical attorney H. William 
Fitelson; editor-correspondent Wil- 
liam L. White, author Carl Carmer 
and Herald-Trib editorial writer 
August Heckscher named to board 
of directors of American Civil 


Liberties Union. } 


Armand Deutsch, Metro _ pro- 
ducer, and Serge Petchnikoff, unit 
manager, have returned to the 
Coast after scouting sites in Wash- 
ington for “The Magnificent 
Yankee.” pic on the life of Justice 
Oliver Wendel Holmes. 

Jan Peerce, Helen Jepson, Zino 
Francescatti, William Kapell and 
orch under William Steinberg at 
second annual ‘‘Music Under the 
Stars” concert for the American’ 
Fund for Israel Institutions at 
Ebbets Field Saturday (3). 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Ruth Chatterton here. 

Rose Bampton back from Havana 
engagements. 

Edith Behrens of CBS advisors 
staff Gpened her house here. 

Carl Ravazza vacationing at his 
new house following N. Y. Strand 
date. 

Grant and Libby Mills to Skow- 
hegan, Maine, for 50th season of 
Lakewood theatre. 

Lucile Lortel back from France 
and planning early opening of her 
White Barn theatre here. 

Lawrence Langner’s annual 
birthday party (30) postponed un- 
til his return from Europe. 

Wick Crider, BBDO veepee, here . 


|! for new Helody Fair at Danbury. 
National Concert and Artists Corp. 

Ruth Gordon and Garson Kanin 
occupying the late Grace Moore’s 
home at Sandy Hook, which they 
have bought. 

J. P. Marquand visiting the Gene 
Tunneys. 

Arthur Jay Levy handling press 
for new Melody Fair at Danbury. 
Irra Petina set to open June 20 
in “The Merry Widow.” 








Paris 


By Maxime de Beix * 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse ) 

Anna Sosenko buying an impor- 
tant Vlaminck painting. 

Rita Hayworth at Lido 
returning to the Riviera. 

Andre Sarrut screening his car- 
toon feature at a private party. 

Julian Spiro and Stewart Schul- 
berg meeting at weekend party. 

Nadia Margulesku for a month 
in U.S. for citizenship require- 
ments 

Cynthia 
$1.50 with two 
champs. 

Lawyer Ben Cohen hopping back 
after huddles with Jean Barry Mc- 
Cormick 

RKO’s Phil Reisman showing 
friends some fine pieces of china- 
ware he found on his travels. 

Three-davy weekend jammed 
Deauville and emptied Paris. 
Grosses nosedived, with few excep- 
tions 

Sacha Guitry hopes to get Spen- 
cer Tracy to act with him in his 
new play. “Franklin and Beau- 
marchais.” 

3orrah Minevitch throwing party 
for Lothar Wolf, John Furnow, Ed 
Gruskin, Hildegarde, Paul Gallico, 
Jack Tati and Jimmy Shutte. 

U. S. Embassy opening exhibit 
of works by American painters and 
sculptors which will later be sent 
on a tour of the French provinces 
and to Monaco 

Le Treport is to be the first 
French beach sound-equipped. Pub- 
lic address system will tell bathers 
the time, the tide, weather fore- 
casts and plav music. 

In the French pic “Wreck,” star- 
let Francoise Arnoul has a substi- 
tute for scene where she is held 
nude in a diver’s arms, and has 
singer Marie Jose do her song. 
Latter has brought suit because 
given no screen credit. 


before 


winning all of 
Long- 


Carlin 
winners at 





Cleveland 
By Glenn C. Pullen 

“Silver Whistle” yanking down 
Play House’s’ seasonal curtain 
June 4. 

Bandmaster Harry Seybold re- 
covered from nervous breakdown 
and back at Green Darby Club. 

Jack Benny and troupe played 
civic auditorium Sunday (28) un- 
der sponsorship of Kiwanis Club. 

Frankie Yankovie, Columbia’s 
poika disker, had $5.600 Chrysler 
delivered to him at Skyway Club. 

Statler dropped acts in the Ter- 
race Room and brought in Arnie 
Arnold’s band for summer policy. 

Samuel Shubouf, who managed 
RKO Palace in the early ’30’s, re- 
turned as new house manager of 
Loew's Ohio. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

Preem of Mexican pic ‘‘Pueble- 
rina’ at the Windsor and Cristina. 

Four hours running time of pic, 
“Noi Vivi,” Italian-made, making a 
hit here. 

“Gran Ballet de Montecarlo,” 
directed by Marques de Cuevas, 
at the Liceo with big houses. 

Wholly recovered after minor 
operation, Celia Gamez back at the 
Calderon with the musical show 
“Yoru;” . 

Legit actress Conchita Montes, 
seriously ill with pneumonia, 
forced to give up her role in 
“Home and Beauty,” Josita Her- 
nan, replacing for opening at 
Teatro Benavente, Madrid. 


Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 

Grock, French circus clown, at 
Villetranche. 

Lady Louis Mountbatten planed 
to London after a week in Nice. 

Air France increasing its Nice- 
London Flights to a daily schedule. 

Jean Cocteau left his Ville- 
franche retreat for a quick two- 
day trip to Paris. 

George Raft left his film chores 
in San Remo to accompany costar 
Coleen Gray to Nice airport, where 
she took plane for Paris. 

Betta Gola, wife of singer 
Georges Ulmer, relaxing for a few 
days in Nice before joining her 
husband in South America, where 
he is on concert tour. 

The Aga Khan to Geneva by 
plane and the Begum by the Blue 
Train to Paris, where the couple 


will meet, stay a few weeks for 
the Grande Season; then off to 
India, 


London 


Widow of George 
around $156,000. 

Edgar Ricketts, formerly of‘ the 
Disney * organization, now sales 
manager of Hotel Plan. 

Bobby Breen inked for a Moss 
Empires vaude tour, opening in 
Edinburgh June 26. 

Dane Clark in from Hollywood 
to co-star with Margaret Lockwood 
in “Highly Dangerous.” 

Irene Dunne here to take up her 
role as Queen Victoria in 20th- 
Fox’s production of “The Mud- 
lark.” 

Robert S. Woolf, chief barker 
here, introduced former chief, N. 
Peter Rathvon at the Variety Club 
luncheon. 

Frederick Valk to star in the Sir 
Henry Irving classic “The Bells” 
at Bedford, Camden Town, when it 
is revived 

Anthony Havelock-Allen’s “Eagle 
and the Lamb,” the Richard Greene 


Arliss left 


starrer, has been retitled ‘“Sha- 
dow of the Eagle.” 
Cilli Wang's one woman mime 


show, now in its third return visit 
to the Arts Theatre Club within 
the year, opened big. 

Scripter T. E. B. Clarke involved 
in two auto accidents within a 
week, one of which necessitated 
four stitches in his head. 

Guy Rolfe hopes to be back in 
June from the Swiss sanatorium 
where he has been staying since 
he gave up his role in “Trio.” 

Receipts from farewell perform- 
ance of “Annie Get Your Gun” at 
Coliseum netted $3,500, which was 
donated to seven theatrical chari- 
ties. 

Miles Goldrick leaving his post 
as managing director of Western 
Electric in Britain and returning to 


New York. Harry B. Allinsmith 
takes over. 
Denham staidios expected to 


reopen in September under the 
recently signed 20th-Fox pact. First 
picture under new deal will be 
“No Highway.” 

James Mason and Ava Gardner 
back from Spain where they have 
been locationing on Al Lewin’s 
production of ‘Pandora and the 
Flying Dutchman.” 

Gregory Peck sailed on _ the 
“Elizabeth” last Thursday (25) with 
his wife and three sons, having 


completed the title role in “Cap- 
tain Horatio Hornblower.” 
Frances Hyland, little known 


Canadian actress, takes over Renee 
Asherson’s role in “A Streetcar 
Named Desire” in July, a month 
after Betty Ann Davies replaces 
Vivien Leigh in the lead. 

Robert Flemyng, now playing in 
“Cocktail Party” on Broadway, re- 
turning next month for an impor- 
tant film role in “Mrs. Christo- 
pher,” to be made at Pinewood 
with Fay Compton starring. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 


Cyril Cusack to Rome for Inter- 
national Catholic Film Congress. 

Tenor John Torney inked for 
lead in new “Lilac Time” tour tor 
England. 

Ex-Abbeyite Seamus Locke set 
for male lead on British tour of 
“Annie Get Your Gun.” 

Michael MacLiammoir to Paris 
for confabs on script of ““Carmillo” 
which he is doing for Orson 
Welles. 

Bandleader Roy Fox bows out 
from post as musical director, 
Theatre Royal, Dublin, when con- 
tract expires next month. 

Thelma Johnson Streat gave re- 
cital in Dublin this week: she’s 
working here on material for “One 
World Exhibition” for N. Y. 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Isa Miranda signed for series of 
French-Mexican films. 


“Lost Boundaries” doing good 


. business at the Fiametta. 


Binnie Barnes is back from San 
Remo location of “I'll Get You For 


Ths.” 

Billy Walker off to Capri to 
open his new night club, The 
Amici. 


‘“Edward’s Sons” opened at the 
Elisea theatre starring Gino Cervi, 
who also directed. 

Carmine Gallone’s production of 


“Night Taxi” is using the Swiss 
Consulate for location set. 

The Mischa Auers (Suzanne 
Kalish) have returned from their 
wedding trip to Florence. 

Benny Goodman and his orch 
finished four concerts, with Duke 


Ellington following with his band. 
George Fonto, cameraman for 
Orson Welles’ “Othello,” to Paris 
to finish up work on the film there. 
Jeanette La Bianca, 16-year-old 
Buffalo girl, made her operatic 
debut in Rossini’s “Barber of, 
Seville” at the Rome Opera House. | 
Italian director Goffredo Ales- | 


sandrini signed to do “Island of Europe to guest conduct in Berlin 
| the Wind” for Audux Films, featur- and other capitals. 





is . rT id | a, 
‘ing American Negro actor, John 
Kitzmiller. | Hollywood 

Jascha Heifetz here from Paris. | Derryt : ‘ 

Nat Wachsberger, here from | arryl Hickman laid up with 


Paris for a few days, before start- 
ing his picture production, “Thief 
of Venice,” in Venice. 


Mitzi Gerber change 
to Mitzi Gaynor. 
Polly Moran hospitalized 


d her name 


Morgan Hudgkins, publicity in | 
, + ae 4 Jolla for a checku - 
manager for “Quo Vadis,” tossed Poninde, Pp. 
luncheon for press at Cine-Citta, ,.Gimmy Simms and Hyatt Dehn 


to Honolulu on vacation 

_Roy Barcroft finished his 118th 
picture in nine years at Republic 

Sidney Franklin home trom the 
/hospital after a week of observa. 
tion. 

Bette Davis back to work in « All 
About Eve” after siege of larvne 
gitis. ; 

Sol Lesser invited to attend the 


with Robert Taylor, Deborah Kerr, 
Sam Zimbalist and Mervyn Leroy 
guests of honor. 


. 
Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 
“Annie Get Your Gun” is doing 
okay in Perth for Williamson-Tait. 
Evie Hayes leaving show soon Command Performance in London 
to rejoin husband, Will Mahoney, June 6. ; 
in U. S Roy ge on 
Wirth’s Circus folding after a 4 tramp steamer for tour of South 
good Svdney run and going out America. 

into the stix. Joseph Mankiewicz heading for 


towland booked passage 


Dan Casey, Universal general Lurope next month, his first vaea- 
manager, improving after recent tion In two years. 
major operation. Whip Wilson recovering from 
National Ballet Co. (local out- back injury, sustained when a 
fit) comes in for a limited run at horse kicked him. 


Donald Crisp and James Brown 
to Raleigh, N. C., for personals at 


Empire, Sydney, on June 20. 
Elisabet’ Bergner will debut in 

“Two Mrs. Carrolls” for the Ful- the tobacco festival. 

lers instead of “Escape Me Never.” Miriam Hopkins in town te 
Gordon D. Ellis, British Empire make a picture for the first time 

Films general manager, underwent in nearly two years. 


operation in St. Luke’s hospital, Lee J. Cobb bought a home in 
Sydney. Beverly Hills, planning to live 
Sir Ben Fuller mulling a Brit- permanently in California. 
ish trip next August. His son, Lana Turner planted her foot- 
A. Ben Fuller, back from London prints in cement forecourt of 
this week. Grauman’s Chinese theatre. 
Joe E. Brown started rehearsals Charles P. Skouras will serve 


again as theatre and exchange di- 
vision chairman for United Jew- 
ish Welfare Fund drive. 


Miami Beach 


for “Harvey” in Melbourne for 
Williamson-Tait. Comic is also 
doing two-weekly air shows via 
Macquarie network. 

Charles Munro and Maurice Sl!o- 
man, former heads of Hoyts, to- 
gether with Peter Dawson bought By Lary Solloway 
the Maurice Chevalier pic, ‘‘Le ‘ . 
Roi,” for showing in Sydney and ,, S!an Gale will preem his new 
Melbourne. ; : Celebrity ( lub. ‘on site of old Five 

O’Clock) in mid-June. 
Harry Kilby (‘ex GAC veepee) 
opening offices on Lincoln Road, 
June 2. Art Gordon (BMI rep here) 
will be associate. 
Variety Joe Sonken now sole owner of 
Mother Kelly’s and setting up new 








San Francisco 

By Ted Friend 

Vaughn Monroe in for 
Club charity stint. 


Ted Goldsmith advancing policy for fall opening. Show sete 
“Death Of Salesman.” up still in the mulling stage. 
“The Sportsmen” at Fairmont Nat Harris (formerly with Latin 


Hotel Venetian Room. 

Bal Tabarin set for September 
reopening with Ted Lewis pen- 
ciled in. 

Yorothy and Howard Baker in 
for local Repertory Theatre pres- 


Quarter, N.Y.) will run Ciro’s next 
season. Will set one top act, plus 
two bands under current planning. 

Kitty Davis’ club on the block. 
Danny Davis making pitch for 
managerial job of new City Audito- 


entation of their “Trio.” rium, while dickering with pro- 
S. Laz Lansbuggh, Civie Light spective buyers. 

Opera head, entertaining cast of Sans Souci, Saxony, Sherry 
“Chocolate Soldier” at his Marin. Frontenac, Delano featuring local 

County home. acts tm midweek and weekend 


'shows since ban on entertainment 


Po > 'in hotels went off. 
Philadelphia Ned Schuyler (Copa City. Beach- 
comber, Five O'Clock Club) to 
Mavo Clinic for checkup. Associate 
Jack Casey to Harry Richman's 
ranch near Reno, for vacash, until 
Five reopens with Martha Raye on 
June 25th. 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 

John Steinbeck vacationing. _ 

Manny Reiner here on his Latin- 
American swing. 

Ramon Vinay, Mexican tenor, 
resting after U. S. bookings until 
Cincinnati opera season opens. 

Eduardo V. Vidal is the new 
Republic manager; succeeds Carl 
Ponedel, now Rep skipper in Ha- 
vana. 

John Hubbard, Webb Overland, 
Virginia Grey, Hazel Weider and 
Joy Page here for Republic’s “Bull- 
fighter.” 

Mapy and Fernando’ Cortes, 
Puerto Rican film people who are 
names in Mexican pix and theatres, 
to Venezuela where she will act, 
and he will direct. ; 

Hotels del Prado and Reforma, 
two top local hostelries, seeking to 
draw U. S. tourists with 10-day all 
expense jaunts here in combo with 
Pan American Airways. 

Mexico City Players presenting 
Albert Camus’ “Caligula” at the 
Palace of Fine Arts (National) The- 
atre). Earl Sennett and Hector 
and Maybelle Gomez are starred 


Washineton 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Joe Pyne, formerly with WVCH, 
Chester, switched to the announc- 
ing staff at WHAT. 

Anton Karas, zither’ virtuoso, 
starred at the Persian Room of the 
Hotel Penn-Sheraton. 

Harry Miller. Ted Bufano and 
Mort Shiekman took over Babette’s. 
Atlantie City’s oldest nitery for- 
merly operated by Babette and Dan 
Stebbins. 

Frank Palumbo, nitery chain 
operator, staged a circus party for 
5,000 orphaned and underprivileged 
youngsters at the opening after- 
noon show of the Barnum & Bailey 
circus in town all last week. 


Portland, Ore. 


Ice Follies of 1950 at the Port- 
land Ice Arena. 

“The Death of a Salesman” into 
Maytair theatre next month. 

Russ Brown took over manager 
post at Evergreen’s Paramount. 

Three Lind Bros. in for two- 
week run at Amato's Supper Club. 

Ike Carpenter orch completed 
one-nighter tour of Pacific North- 
west. 

Mel Torme 
inked for June 
Beach Ballroom. 

Vaughn Monroe and the Camel 
Caravan at McElroyv’s Ballroom 
Friday night (26) and Civie Audi- 
torium May 31. 

Greyhound Racing set to follow 
close of the horse racing season 
next month. Midget and stock car 
racing also teed off at Portland By Florence S. Lowe 
Speedway. Eva Le Gallienne in town (0 

make a pitch for the United Jew- 


and Clyde McCoy 
dates at Jantzen 





° ° ish Appeal. 
Minneapolis Ground broken past week for 
ie: Sen Gein Ritz theatre, new nabe in the 
. "tS . Kogod-Burka chain. 
George Shearing Quintet at St. Sugar Chile Robinson, piano 
Paul Flame. prodigy, booked to play w:th the 
Jan Garber into Prom Ballroom Charlie Ventura orch at Uline 


for one-nighter. 


: : Arena next Sunday (4). 
Jimmy Carroll into Hotel Radis- 


Joseph J. Oulahan, manager of 


son Flame Room with Anton Edgehill Theatre, Gloucester, V4 
Karos added June 7-10. transferred from the Cincinnall 

Dorothy Donegan, Charley Variety tent to the D. C. chapter. 
Chaney and Dorothy § Dorben Pete Smith, Metro short subject 


Dancers at Club Carnival. producer, will receive an awar 

Antal Dorati, Minneapolis Sym-| from Secretary of Laber Maurice 
phony orchestra conductor, off to Tobin June 6 in recognition ot his 
service in making “Wrong Wa 


| Butch,” short on industrial safety: 
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Today's Stars | 


|____ Continued from page 2 =— 








mel 
jumbia-'37). Glenn Ford has “Ad- | 
ventures of Martin Eden,” re-| 
ieased in 1943 through Columbia, 
and for Barbara Stanwyck and 
Robert Young it’s “Red Salute,” a 
1935 UA release. Myrna Loy has 
a 1932 quickie, “Vanity Fair.” 
With Mickey Rooney, it’s Mono- 
eram’s 1934 ‘Hoosier Schoolboy.” 
Rita Hayworth’s “Rebellion” is a 
1936 effort. 

Comies come in for a good share 
of the TV footage. There are a 
«god half-dozen Laurel and Hardy 


| 


comedies made by Hal Roach and 
released by Metro now showing 
around. Jimmy Durante has “Joe 
Palooka,” a UA 1934 release. Ra- 
dio’s Jack Benny even has a 
ouple, “Trans-atlantic Merry Go- 
Round” (UA-’34) and “To Be or 
Not To Be,” which has Carole 
Lombard in femme lead. The Ritz 
tros. have their 1940 20th-Fox 
work, “Pack Up Your Troubles.” 
List of other toppers who fill 
the home-sereens these days is 
practically endless. Names _in- 
clude William Bendix, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Michael O’Shea, 
Claire Trevor, Charles Laughton, 
Merle Oberon, Joseph Cotten, 
Martha Scott, Deborah Kerr, 
Vivien Leigh, Frances Langford, 


Miriam Hopkins, Victor McLaglen, 
Margaret Lockwood, Raymond 


\Mlassey, Jean Arthur, Robert 
Donat. Brian Donlevy, the three 
Lane Sisters, Joan Bennett, James 
\lason, Boris Karloff, Wayne 
\lorris, Constance Bennett, Fred- 
ric March, Betty Field, Melvyn 
Douglas, Madeleine Carroll and 
Henry Fonda. 


Biggest scoop-up of top names 


in one film—embracing practic- 
ally every Broadway thesp of 
imajor importance at the time—| 


was lined up by Sol Lesser for 
“Stage Door Canteen” in 
Now on the TV screens, film has 
cast including Tallulah Bankhead, 
Edgar Bergen and Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, Ray Bolger, Ina _ Claire, 
Katharine Cornell, Jane Cowl, 
Gracie Fields, 


Helen Hayes, Gypsy Rose Lee, 
Gertrude Lawrence, Groucho 
Marx, Ethel Merman, Paul Muni, 


Cornelia Otis Skinner, Ethel 


Waters and Ed Wynn. 

And these top-name 
stars ,sit 
themselves on 
wonder when their respective stu- 
dios are going to okay appearances 
in—and coin from—the new me- 


dium. 

| 

| Murder Trial 
= ‘ontinued from page lo 


in a county adjoining Minneapolis, 
ithe defendant having obtained a 
change of venue. Newspapers 
devoted considerable front page 
space to the trial. 

Adding interest to the trial were 
death threats received by Shetsky 
and the judge who said a $50,000 
price had been placed on his head 
and who posted deputies with shot- 


most of 














guns at each of the three court- 
house doors. 
KSTP re-televised the court- 


room scene on film in compliance 
with requests from set owners who 
missed the original TV. 

During his first trial several 
vears ago Shetsky toak it on the 
lam, but he was found guilty in 
absentia, apprehended after a year 
and sent to prison. But this new 
trial was obtained and his plea of 
self-defense won him acquittal. 


O'Dwyer Hot 


aes «Continued from page 1 Ga 


the claim that the script had been 
changed after it was given its stamp 
ef approval. 

Reportedly, Blumberg offered to 
affix a prolog to the film praising 
the city’s hospital and its work. 
The foreword would point up the 
fact that “the crooked cop and 
nurse” was the rare exception, and 
that most devoted themselves self- 
lessly to their work. O'Dwyer was 
somewhat mollified by the offer, 
but insisted, nonetheless, on the 
changes. 

The mayor thereupon swung 
into.an all-out pitch for the com- 
panies to take a more sy mpathetic 
approach to the city’s activities. 
He pointed out that the munici- 
pality had gone all the way in co- 
operation, from roping off streets 

















to pushing along a new code which 


1943. | 


| for radio, television and night club 


Lunt and Fontanne, | 


“mercial for 


home gliumly and watch | 
the vidscreen and | 


| 


would streamline production in “Kaleidoscope” and “Lucky Dip.” 
Gotham. 
He asked for prologs or epilogs 


j who played the leads in “Annie” 
on pix showing Gotham’s activities 


; for three years in the West End, 
to build up the city’s tourist lure were featured in “Lucky Dip” and 
in the hinterlands. To this re- “Kaleidoscope” respectively. The 
quest, Company prexies agreed. | Mack Triplets, who recently playea 
the Palladium and subsequently 
the Colony, have had a couple of 
video dates. Mary Raye & Naldi, 
current cabaret attraction at the 














Tele Reviews 











rane : Savey; Sonny King from. the, 

C f ‘ 2 sf 

satnnee stem gage ae Orchid Room, Bobby Breen, The) 
the same as in the past. Jack) Merry Macs and the Catron Bros. | 


Luchsinger reads a story in rhyme 
(in this instance the adventures of 
a speckled trout that talks) while 
his brother Chuck provides a series 
of running illustrations sketched 
on a drawing board. Yarn was cute, 
avoiding blood-and-thunder § ele- 
ments, and had a moral payoff in 


have also been featured, 
as Shirl Conway, Norman Law- 
rence, Signo Hasso. Isabel Bigley. 
Jerry Bergman, Howard Kitchwell 
and Rosalind Loy. 
Earlier in the year, 
was brought over 


Luise Rainer 
specially from 

















the advice that “you can get into Hollywood to star in “By Candle- 

trouble by talking out of turn.” light” and subsequently came back 
What lends this airer educational for , another production, while 

value for the voung set is its giv- Gracie Fields did the major spot 

ing the kids a chance to partici- 19 the opening show of “Lucky 

pate, in the form of a lesson in Dip.” 

drawing. Kids were taught how 

to draw the spieling trout, and "34 

judging from the results of tod- | 

dlers in the studio’s “Cartounisis TV Blamed 

Corner” the instructions were good, ]} ‘ 

Tots also get a chance to do things,, ———= Continued from page 1 

rather than merely to view passive-| Angeles area with its seven TV 

» Sager ne yA eccry Pt ager channels, business is down 10% 

from an incomplete picture Some he claimed. The restaurant topper 

hss concluded on an optimistic note, 


of the better artwork of the young- 
sters is shown in an art gallery 
and each week one juve illustrator 
gets special recognition. 
The Luchsinger freres 
the show competently, 


however, characterizing video as a 
“passing thing” and asserting ‘“‘the 
trade is already beginning to 
| bounce back.” 


handle | ae , 
and it’s not; This most recent blast against 











the kind of juve-slanted airer that | tele inroads prompted one observ- 

drives adults from the room. er to reprise the statement origi- 

Bril. nally attributed to Phil Wrigley, 

—_—_—_—_____ | owner of the Chi Cubs. Wrigley is 

m pee ees reported to have pointed out that 

with es lb ig OO | Ev as the only new factor in the; 

Gene Crane a postwar picture was a natural 

Pre@mece: Retand laract |scapegoat for complaints of busi- 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p. m. eno slumps in sports and enter- 

ERLANGER BEER {RENE Herds. 

WCAU-TV, Philly 
Buddy Lewis, nitery comic, em- 


cees the new 13-week series of 
“Fame and Fortune,” purpose of 
which is to dig up city’s outstand- | 
ing new talent. Winner of series 
receives $1,000 prize and.is in line 








Briefs From Lots | 


Continued from page 7 ———J 





a isntiasaieninhdel 


a role in “The First Legion” ; 
|Boris Petroff closed a deal to 
‘utilize footage from old Hal Roach 
features for his production pro- 
| gram, starting with “Phantom of 
jthe Sea” .. . Ralph Clanton will 
|play his old legit role in Stanley 


bids. 

Lewis’ forte is a standard army | 
routine and impersonations of Du- | 
rante, W. C. Fields, Groucho Marx, 
ete. Imitations are linked to com- 
Erlanger beer—‘often 


imitated, never cuplicated.” Cali- | Kramer’s film version of “Cyrano 
ber of talent is mixed since pros de Bergerac” Sam Menaker 
and non-pros compete. Show abandoned the wrestling mat tem- 
caught (offered a good baritone porarily for a grappling role in 
(Curtis graduate and former mem- | “Abbott and Costello in the 
ber of the Philadelphia Opera Co.), | Foreign Legion.” 
a Danish-American dance group, | Republic bought “The Man 
two girl singers and a recording from Texas,” Satevepost serial by 
| act. _Latter was the winner for) Bill Gulich, and handed it to 
the night. | Joseph Kane for production . . 
Figures in local entertainment Janet Leigh replaced June Allyson 
are on board of judges. At pro- | ‘in “Rosika the Rose, ” one of the 


gram caught there was a _ booker, ‘nine episodes in 
a nitery proprietor and a radio try” at Metro... Chill 
special events man. Show needs | signed a four-year contract call- 
better acing, and background 
flanked by two huge beer bottles | 
may be okay with the sponsor, but | | 
is hardly decorative. Gene Crane 
does well with the commercials. 


public . . . Frederick de Cordova 
drew a new director ticket at UI, 
with “Katie” as his next job. . 


| Patricia Knox’s moppet contract 

















Gagh. with 20th-Fox approved by superior 

= court ... Corinne Calvet, on loan- 

at out from Hal Wallis, plays a 

| . mother role in “Quebec,” to be 
| Winchell produced by Alan Le May and 


_George Templeton for 
release ... Richard Allan signed 
an actor pact with 20th-Fox. 


Alfred Hitchcock’s next produc- 








Continued from page 21 Qo 


VARIETY point out that most rating 


services. to be economical, have... ~ es 
to be based on relatively small | “on gag ge “y be re 
samples and that Nielsen’s se-|0",4 ?rain, Dased on & novel by 


Patricia Highsmith... 
Scott will star at Warners in 
Candy Kid,” a Saul Elkins produc- 
tion, written by John 
/Bagney... 
Washington to confer with Army 


lected sample apparently produces Randolph 


better results than Hooper's ran- 
dom method. They admit that 
both Hooper and Nielsen neglect 
the large out-of-home audiences, 
but point to the findings of Pulse | 
in getting data on car, portable 
and factory listeners. They 


‘lains,” 
say Warners. 


which he will produce for 
. Cecil Kellaway signed 





Winchell has a valid point in ques- for “Half An Angel,” Loretta’ 
tioning the sige of family audie Young starrer at 20th-Fox.. . 
ences and the fact that many James Lorimer plays John Lund’s 
homes have two or more sets, tival in Paramount's “A Relative 
which resulted in WOR, N.Y., | Stranger RKO’s “Jet Pilot 
backing a Simul-Pulse personal troupe headed for San Antonio for 
interview studv te get details on two — e Pn aaa 
the age, sex and economic status (Sat es 

of audience. 


broadcast researchers | 


Generally, 


MARRIAGES 




















say, stations and webs can't expect | ; 

“eat dact cat | Ingrid Bergman to Robert Ros- 
LO ger ee time being. at feast. they | sellini, Juarez, Mexico, by proxy, 
dd ae ee — inlennts ¢ May 24. Bride is a screen star; he’s 
have to rely on a combination o a film director-producer. 
scout Frances Toplitz to J. D. Blatt, 

= Dallas, May 28. Bride is violinist 
with Dallas Symphony Orchestra; 
British Vaudeo he’s cellist with the same outfit. 
Bob Boyer to Helen Chalk, 
! Continued from page 1 === South Whitney. Ind., May 14. He's 





a member of WRFD ‘Worthington, 


from Alexandra Palace last Tues- O.) Rural Rangers orchestra. 


day (23). Jacqueline Jean Miller to Robert 
In the past five or six weeks, 7 Lippert, Jr., Reno, May 25. He’s 
substantially more than a dozen jp the film industry with his father 
American artists have been in- Gloria Haley to Lewis Bregman, 
cleded in the vaudeo programs, Yuma, Ariz.. May 1. Bride, an 
such as “Rooftop Rendezvous,” actress, is the daughter of Jack 


“Cafe Continental,’ “Music Hall,” ' and Flo Haley. 


Dolores Gray and Bill Johnson, | 


as well | 


| 
Barbara Rush from Paramount for | 


“It’s a Big Coun- | 
Wills | 


ing for four pictures a year at Re- | 


‘from 1937 to 1942, but still 
-|to travel on the road. 


Paramount | 


“The | 


and Owen) 
Louis F. Edelman to 
,in the film industry, 
, and Navy brass . bout “Four Chap- | 


'Was a newspaper 


OBITUARIES 


FREDERICK CHASE TAYLOR 
Frederick Chase Taylor, 52, 
radio’s ‘Col. Stoopnagle,” died 


ners Vitaphone Studios in N. 


May 29 in a Boston hospital of a 


heart ailment. 
Details in Radio section. 


JOSEPH GOLLOMB 

Joseph Gollomb, 68, author and 
former newspaper man, died of a 
heart attack in New York, May 24. 

Born in St. Petersburg, he later 
came-to the U. S: and became a 
reporter tor The New York Eve- 
ning World. In the next few years 
he worked for The Evening Mail 
and The New York Post. 

His next job, starting in 1914, 
was that of a drama critic for The 
Evening Mail. Successively there- 
after Gollomb served in similar 
capacity for The New York Call, 
and The Nation. 

Gollomb for two years wrote mo- 
tion-picture scenarios for 
graph and Universal in Hollywood, 


and later as a writer for Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, Paramount and 
other producing companies. 


Gollomb was also the author of 
“Unquiet,” a novel of East Side 
life, which appeared in 1935, and 
of mystery novels, including 
Girl in the Fog,” 1923;.“The Por- 
trait Invisible,’ 1927, and “The 
Curtain of Storm,” 1932. His 
“Armies of Spies” appeared in 
1939 and “What’s Democracy to 
You?” the next year. 
translated Brunet’s “German Con- 
stitution.” 

He was a the New 


member of 


Vita- | 


“The | 


In 1923 he | 


York Academy of Science and the | 


American Society for Research 
Psychosomatic Problems. 

He married early in his career 
Zoe Beckley, the writer. They 
were co-authors of a book of verse, 
“Songs for Courage,” 1917. 
marriage ended in divorce. 

Surviving are a brother 
sister, Mrs. Helen Tuvim, 
New York. 


and a 
both of 


the. actress. 


(ABNER) 


LEON WEAVER 
Leon (Abner) Weaver, 67, a 
member of the famed _ oldtime 


vaudeville act of Weaver Bros. and | 
died of a heart attack May | 
He was the old- | 


Elviry, 
27 in Hollywood. 
er, homespun member 


of a com- 


AL JOHNSTON 


Known for many years os Al and 


Jean Johnston (Musical Johnstons), 
died May 25th at his home, 626 
56th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 





edy team that captivated 
audiences for years. 

Only recently the trio, 
accompanying cast, toured 


with an 
the 


inactive 
They made 11 


paratively 
since 1940. 


Survivors include his brother, 
Frank, better known as Cicero, and 
the latter’s wife, June, the Elviry 
of the act. Leon Weaver's wife, 
Wreatha, obtained a divorce from 
him the day before he died. 


The brothers started out about 
1914. They became perhaps the 
most successful of the Ozark hill- 
billy acts in vaudeville, playing 
from the Palace in New York to 
Seattle, and making two trips 
abroad during their heyday. 


LOU F. GUIMOND 
Lou F. Guimond, 68, long active 
died in New 
York, May 23. 

A native New Yorker, Guimond 
map mM. ¥. 
Chicago and San Francisco before 
entering the film business in 1912 
to operate his own theatre. He 
was variously film sales executive, 
sales promotion manager, advertis- 


ing-publicity director, writer, edi- 
tor, film roadshow manager and 
trade contact. serving in one 


capacity or another with Triangle, 
Hodkinson, Famous Players, Selz- 
nick, First National, United Art- 
ists, Gaumont British and Colum- 
bia Pictures. In 1940 he became 
Eastern director of field theatres 
at Army camps for the American 
Red Cross, leaving that posi in 
1947. 

Survived by wife, brother and a 
sister. 


LLOYD FRENCH 

Lloyd French, 50, actor, director 
and producer of film shorts, died 
May 24 at his home in Hollywood 
after a heart attack. 

As an actor, French started his 
career with Hal Roach in 1919. and 
later produced and directed short 
comedies on that lot. Moving east 
in 1933. he directed a total of 240 
two-reelers in seven years at War- 


in | 


Their 


He was the uncle of | 
Miss Judy Holliday, 


vaude | 


| Northwest, but they had been com-_ 
in vaudeville | 
films , 
liked | 


> 
in recent years he had been writ- 
ing and directing shorts in Holly- 
_ Wood. Two daughters survive. 


NORMAN BAYES 
Norman Bayes, 32, adopted son 


of the late Nora Bayes, former 
vaude headliner and musicomedy 
star, died at a veterans’ hospital 
in Chillicothe, O., May 24. He is 
survived by a brother, alse 
adopted oy Miss Bayes, Peter 
Bayes of Denver, a publicity man 
for Eagle Lion, and a sister, Miss 
Lea-Nora Bayes. 

Bayes had been adopted by the 
actress aiter World War |. For a 
time he displayed an interest in 
the theatre and while having ap- 
peared with semi-pro- groups, 
never reached the _ professional 
stage. 

GEORGE GOETZ 

George Goetz, 64, former vaude 
performer, died of a heart attack 
at Hamburg, N.Y., recently. For 
many years he and his wife, Rhea, 


did a comedy act under team name 
of Goetz & King. 

They retired from show 
years ago. 


biz nine 


ALFRED J. BESZANT 
Alfred J. Beszant, 70, Aussie 
exhibitor, died in Sydney May 16 
Some years ago Beszant sold out 
most of his nabe theatres to Hoyts’ 
circuit. Recently he began re- 
building his interests. 


Mother, 61. of. Joe Kaufman, 
film producer, and widow of A. J. 
Kaufman, former Balaban & Katz 
exec, died May 20 in Hollywood. 


Mother of Robert Linden. 
manager of “The Wisteria 
(Martin Beck, N.Y.), 


Stage 
Trees, 
died in Little 


” 


Rock, Ark., May 25. 
Mother, 68, of Ben Bart. head 
of Universal Attractions, died in 


New York May 26. Husband and 
two daughters also survive. 


Mother, 46, of Mary 
musical comedy actress, 
25 in Hollywood. 


McCarty, 
died May 


Father, 71, 
son, radio-TV 
in Hollywood. 


Levin- 
May 20 


of Leonard 
writer, died 


James H. Heck, 81, 
penter, died May 25 in 


stage car- 
Toledo. 

Grandfather of Harold 
film comedian, died in 
Monica May 27. 


Lilovd, 
Santa 


76, of Russell Swann, 
died in Perkiomenville, 
May 24. 


Father, 
Magician, 
Pa., 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Huston. 


Son. 


Los Angeles, April 16. Mother is 
the former Enrica Soma, actress: 
father is a film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Miller, son, 
Los Angeles, May 23. Mother is 
the former Marion Kent of the 
films; father is a member of War- 
ners’ labor relations staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Morse, son, Ios 


Angeles, May 25. Father is a cast- 
ing director at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laurie Vejar, 
daughter, Santa Monica, May 24. 
Father is a film cutter at Metro 


Mr. and Mrs. Jim Jordan, Jr., 
daughter, Hollywood, May 23. 
Mother is Peggy Knudson, screen 


actress; grandparents are Fibber 
McGee and Molly of radio. 


Dr. and Mrs. Allan Feinstein, 
daughter, New York, May 23. 
Mother is Mary Kotick of Curtain 
Time Theatre Party Service. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Arness, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 23. 
Father is a sereen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Dexter. son, 
Hollywood, May 22. Mother is the 
former Mickey Redburn, vocalist: 
father is a disk jockey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kramer. 
daughter, Hollywood, May 24. 
Father is a story editor at Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Benn Hall, daugh- 
ter, New York, May 23. Mother is 


a novelist; father a pressagent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Campbell, 
daughter, Chicago, May 24. Father 
is WBBM farm director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
daughter, Hollywood, 
Mother is the former Joan Wood- 
bury, actress; father is an actor 
and associate producer with Cecil 
B. De Mille. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. Ross, son 
Monica, May 27. Maternal! 
father is Harold Llovd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Evth,. son. New 
York. May 26. Father is radio di- 
rector of the N.Y. Police Athletie 
League. 


Wilcoxon, 
Mav 25. 


Santa 
grand- 
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